December 26. 2021
St. Mary’s Parish & School

944 Hopmeadow Street
wWww.stmarysimsbury.org
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office ............ (860) 658-7627
School Office ............ (860) 658-9412
Prayer Line ............... (860) 658-2118

Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM; Fr1 8:30 - 12:00

Mass Times

Mon—Th..................... 8 AM
Saturday ...............enne 5PM
Sunday .......... 8,9:30and 11 AM

Reconciliation: Saturday 3-4 PM

Baptisms: Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Rosary
Thursday after the 8:00 AM Mass. You are encouraged to
recite the Rosary privately for the welfare of the Church
and Country.
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Staff Directory

Pastor
Father Stephen Sledesky = Ext. 301

Deacon
Art Miller
Deaconartmiller@gmail.com

Finance Manager

Joanne Dunn = Ext. 307
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office
Heather Benedetti = Ext. 306
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Formation Grades K-6
Kathy Piggott = Ext. 304
reled1-6(@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Formation Grades 7-8
Lori Ryan = Ext. 309
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10
Steve DiMotta = Ext. 302
youthministry(@stmarysimsbury.org

Stephen Ministry = Ext. 114
Sharon Locandro, Linda McGurn,
Linda Duff

stephenministry(@stmarysimsbury.org

Prayer Line Ministry
cmlocandro@gmail.com

Music Ministry
Patricia Lepak & Cynthia Bos

St. Mary’s School

Principal Margaret Williamson
mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net




Mass Intentions
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Saturday December 25 (
Christmas Day &
9 AM & 11 AM §
(No Vigil Mass) S
Sunday December 26
8:00 AM Paul J. Dlubac III
By: Yong Cha’s Family
9:30 AM Stephen Ministry
11:00 AM People of St. Mary’s
Parish
Monday December 27
8:00 AM Patty Dorman
By: Catherine Rivard
Tuesday December 28
8:00 AM Anthony Verdecchia
By: The Duff Family
Wednesday  December 29
8:00 AM John L. Forneris
By: The Forneris Family
Thursday December 30
8:00 AM Jean Lafontaine
By: Noreen & Jack Scafuri
Pray for the Sick:

Please pray for the following parishion-
ers/loved ones who are sick - Dawn
Wilson, Abby Harris & Family, & Ma-
ria O’Donnell

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays @3:00 —4:00 PM.

Mass Book 2022 is Now Open:
The Mass Book for 2022 is now open.
Please call the Parish Office to schedule
a Mass. The recommended offerings
are $10.00 for a weekday Mass and
$25.00 for a weekend Mass.

No Adoration (12/30) : Please note,
there will be no Adoration on Thurs-
day, 12/30.

Kentucky Relief Fund: Please place a
marked envelope in the collection box
if you would like to contribute.

Parish Office Hours: The Parish Office will be closed on Monday,
December 27th due to the holiday.

The Giving Tree: Thank you to everyone who supported our Giv-
ing Tree. Many people were blessed this Christmas Season.

Fr. Matera Faith Formation Fund:
Thank-you to everyone who has been so

atp
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generous with their donations to this fund u m
in honor of Father Matera. Donations will

be accepted until 12/31.

Thank You: Our church provided 112 gift bags for residents at Gover-
nor’s House/Ark, Virginia Connolly, Anthology and our own home-
bound parishioners.

Our Christmas Gift: Enjoy Matthew Kelly’s book
Life Is Messy as our gift to you this Christmas Season.
You can pick up your copy in the Magowan Center.

Prayer Requests:
To request prayers for a family member or friend, email their name to
the Parish Office. Names will be announced for one month. For con-

tinual prayers, contact the Prayer Line Ministry.

Parish Maintenance and Repairs

Maintaining our parish facilities
and making repairs are among
Our major expenses every year.
This 1s why our Christmas Col-
lection is so important. For ex-
ample, in addition to regular
parish maintenance, this year we
incurred the following expenses: (1) sidewalk re-
placement, (2) stair replacement for both church and
rectory, (3) new handrails for the church, (4) tree re-
moval and trimming, (5) irrigation system expan-
sion, and (6) roof repairs. These large repairs cost
$63,000 in addition to our regular maintenance.

Your generosity to this year’s Christmas Collection
and your continued contributions throughout the year
can keep us from running a deficit.




‘From the Pastor’s Desk...

Merry Christmas everyone! Christmas certainly is a beautiful time to be to-

gether with family and friends, for the exchange of gifts and “decking the halls” with festive
decorations. Christmas music fills the air in stores and offices, along the sidewalks of outdoor
“malls” and across the airwaves. So much of our contemporary music, though certainly cele-
bratory, fails to capture the true meaning of Christmas. Reflecting recently on one of our lesser
-known Christmas carols, I was reminded of the meanlng of this season and how we might be
invited to respond. In the Bleak Midwinter marries a text from a 19" century poem of Christi-
na Georgina Rossetti to a tune composed by Gustav Holst (more famous for his symphony
known as “The Planets’). The song begins with a reference to the time of year Jesus was born,
according to tradition: “In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as
iron, water like a stone.” Although for us in the northeast United States, this description is
very familiar, it likely was not the case where Jesus was born, where mild winters never dip
below freezing, and summers can be scorching hot. The carol continues by poetically remind-
ing us that God came down from heaven, taking on human flesh: “Our God, heaven cannot
hold him, nor earth sustain; ...a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.”
Finally, this wonder of God becoming human elicits a response from us: “What can I give
him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, [ would bring a lamb; if I were a wise man, [ would
do my part; yet what can I give him: give my heart.”

Christmas is indeed a time when we celebrate God’s abundant and generous love, which
cannot be confined to heaven, but rather spills over onto the earth in the person of Jesus. As
John’s Gospel tells us, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that every-
one who believes in him might not perish but might have eternal life” (Jn. 3:16). Jesus, the
second Person of the Holy Trinity, the eternal Word of God, takes on human flesh, becoming
one of us, like us in every way except sin. This is the amazmg truth of Christmas — God who i1s
SO absolutely, head over heels in love with us, that God (2™ Person of the Trinity) would leave
heaven and take on a human body, a human nature, so that he could be that close to us! Do we
fully appreciate the lengths to Wthh God has gone for us in love? Maybe this Christmas Sea-
son (Wthh does last until January 9" this year) we could take some time amid the crinkled
wrapping paper and dropped needles from the tree, and reflect on God’s amazing love for us —
God’s presence with us through his Son, Emmanuel. In this way we can better appreciate
how loved and cared for we are by God, and the great gift he has given us in Jesus. And just
maybe, as with that little known Christmas carol, In the Bleak Midwinter, we can respond
along with the composer, “Yet what can I give him? Give him my heart!” May you all have

a most blessed Christmas!
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Seminarian Coming to St. Mary’s

This January, we are privileged to host one of our Archdiocesan seminarians, Mr. Martin
Chouinard, for two weeks during his winter break. Experiencing life in a parish is an im-
portant aspect of his seminary training. Due to the early bulletin deadline, I don’t have more
biographical information or details to share, but will do so as soon as possible. Join me in joy-
ful anticipation of his visit here with us, and continue to pray not only for him in his vocation,
but to pray for more young men to consider a vocation to priesthood for the future!




Bulletin Updates

Due to the early deadlines for holiday bulletins,
please be sure to check the weekly email sent from the
Parish on Fridays for the most updated information. If
you are not receiving these emails, please visit https://
www.stmarysimsbury.org/email-communications.

New Year’s Day Mass

Join us at 9 AM for Mass (This year it is not a holy
day of obligation because it falls on a Saturday; There
will be no vigil Mass).

Altar Server Training

We are in need of new servers to join this wonderful
ministry at St. Mary's. All youth
in 4th Grade or above are wel-
come to participate in our annual
training program, which will be a
three-session class (please plan to
attend all three sessions) on 1/2,
1/9 & 1/16 from 12 PM—1 PM.
We invite you to join us at the 11
am Mass, with training classes
taking place following Mass.
Please register via our website or
by email (ServerLeader@StMarySimsbury.org).

ALTAR SERVER
TRAINING

St. Mary’s Men’s Ministry

Are you looking for a way to connect with other men
and talk about your faith? Join via Zoom Saturday
mornings 8:00 - 9:30 AM. Receive the meeting ID and
password at MensMinistryStMary@gmail.com.

St. Mary's Women's Guild Become a mem-
ber by sending your contact information
to stmarywomensguild@gmail.com.
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St. Mary’s Faith Formation team would like
to wish everyone Christmas Blessings and a
Happy New Year!

A heartfelt thank-you to all of our Bulletin Advertisers
who so generously support St. Mary’s Church.

Anthology of Simsbury
ARK Healthcare &
Rehabilitation
Arthur Roberts Painting
BBE Construction
Bristol’s Tree Service
Carmon Funeral Home
Catholic Funeral Plan
Christensen Insurance
Christopher Bryant Septic
CT Eye Center
D’ Agata-Perry Granite
Memorials
Deitch Energy
Erica K. Maglieri, Realtor
Farmington Valley
Memorials
Fitzgeralds Foods
Griffin Electric
Harper & Whitfield CPA
Jan K. Pecherski, Realtor
Josh Livingston, Realtor
Kane’s Market

Kathy Ray Brignac, Realtor
Kevorkian & Associates,
Attorneys
Maglieri Construction &
Paving
Peter Mowry, Financial
Advisor
Mabher’s Paint & Wallpaper
Ryan Business Systems
Shelia Gschwind, Realtor
Simscroft-Echo Farms
State Line Propane & Oil
Soma Grille
The Wine House
Thomas D. Sullivan,
Financial Advisor
TJ Bark Mulch
True Value
Up Top Barbershop
Vincent Funeral Homes
Warner Landscaping
West Side Oil

St. Mary’s School
National Blue Ribbon

The Staff and Volunteers at St. Mary’s
School wish you and yours a very Merry
Christmas and a Joyous New Year!

School Vacation

St. Mary's School will be closed for Christmas vaca-
tion through January 2nd. School will resume on

Monday, January 3rd.
Thank You

Thank you to all who helped support our CHOICE
program with the generous purchase of gift cards for
the Giving Tree and the holiday season. We are so
grateful for your participation!

Open House!

Sunday, January 30, 2022

1:00 PM to 3:30 PM .Come see how our students are
creating, collaborating and climbing to new heights!
Register today! Now enrolling for the 2022-2023
school year, PrK — grade 8.

AmazonSmile
Visit smile.amazon.com to sign up today. A portion
of your Amazon purchases go directly to our school.
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:WINE
HOUSE

44 Woodland St. Rear
Hartford, CT 06105
860-728-5431

#2 FUEL OIL
HEATING & COOLING SERVICE
AND INSTALLATION

BEER = WINE = LIGUDR

860-658-6588

1356 Hopmeadow $t., Simsbury

Arthur Robert Sanfilippo
Owner

rthur
sherts

Custom Painting
Established 1988
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial

BEST PAINT...
BEST ADVICE

Maher’s Paint &

Wallpaper LLC

369 West Main St.
Avon, CT 06001

(860) §78-1200

DAgata-Perry
Granite & Bronze

=

Granite & Bronze Cemetery Memorials
Distinctive Bronze Plaques
Memorial Cleaning & Lettering
739 Bloomfield Avenue, Windsor
860-688-5977 | www.dagatagranite.com

HOD-000924 . S1-303418 thewinehousect.com Simsbury, CT 860-658-1535 www.MahersPaint.com Ouwners Michael & Vanessa Perry
HARPER. & by, il Oi/
] WHITEIE N L cee l%/&
HITHELD, PC. L
MRy RIFFIN @ geocety dloee. ;
“Our reputation is built upon satisfied clients.” ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS, INC. ChrlSte nsen
Individuals, Businesses, Trusts EST. 1995 AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE || [nSUrance y LLC
88;‘"“ N°§'f°';'tp"gf'ti COMMUNITY FOR OVER 50 YEARS. Simsbur
opmeadow St. * Simsbury 860_426_9063
860-651-9303 Industrial | Commercial | Residential 710 Hopmeadow Street y
314 Farmington Ave. + Farmington Electrical, LV, Solar & Generators Simsbury, Connecticut 860-65 1-82306
860-677-9188 www.griffinelectricalinc.com ’
www.harperwhitfield.com LICENSE # CT180673 Open 7 Days a Week | 8am-8pm || Insuranceagentswhocare.com
Magherl Thomas D. Sullivan
CONSTRUCTION & PAVING, INC. First \{lce President - Financial Advisor
Greg Maglieri, Parishioner Erica K. Maglieri The Willow Grou p at Mo rgan Stanl ey
= Wesg’s”‘(’)'eyzﬁvzv" 8"2';'§°'“ﬁe'd Realtor® 860-313-7132 e toll free 800-243-3154 ext. 7132
i 3 (860) 324-6842
www.maglieri-construction.com (ﬂ y m? sleri@bihene com Wealth Management
e S 433 South Main St. Suite 100
New England West Hartford, CT 06110
Properties NMLS#185351  www.morganstanleyfa.com/willowgroup - thomas.d sullivan@morganstanley.com
THE |
BRYANT co.

SEPTIC » SEWERS

e

SEPTIC CLEANING, INSTALLATIONS,
REPAIRS, INSPECTIONS

860-243-3500

www.ChristopherBryantCompany.com

413-569-2400
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9 www.tibarkmulch.com
25 Sam West Rd., P.O. Box 1168, Southwick, MA 01077

BARK MULCH & COLORED MULCH « DECORATIVE STONE
+ FIREWOOD « TOPSOIL

PLAYGROUND CHIPS

TJo

860-654-1975

Trust Jan, your local
Realtor [ Parishioner and his
20+ years Expertise

Jan K. Pecherski REALTOR
(860) 490-2673

jpecherski@gmail.com
www.JanPecherski.com
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y VINCENT

FUNERAL HOMES 1nC

The Vincent Family Serving Your Family Since 1902
Providing the comfort of the only on-site crematory in the Farmington Valley

www.vincentfuneralhome.com
Canton
860-693-0251

Simsbury
860-658-7613

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad
today! mhoffman@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x6340

‘Farmington
“Valley

Memorialg

Monuments & Markers
Cemetery Engravings

860-217-0420

farmingtonvalleymemorials.com

Building relationships one home at a time.
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GalCHWIND B Fagtarsd Pozparriien
REALTOR

Parishioner | Cell 860-508-6602

sheilag@bhhsne.com | sheilag.bhhsneproperties.com

FREE

AD DESIGN

WITH PURCHASE
OF THIS SPACE

(&) CALL 800.477.4574

Does your loved one need short term rehab or long term care?

-~ARK

HEALTHCARE B REHABILITATION
AT GOVERNOR'S HOUSE

has a private room available! Call us for a tour today!
www.arkgovernorshouse.com « 203-554-2348

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Mary, Simsbury, CT

03-0265



BRISTOL'’S
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TREE SERVICE LLC
Steven Bristol
8606930143
P.0. Box 77, Canton Center, CT 06020
www.bristolstreeservice.com
Year Round Work - Winter Discounts

Available in the Farmington Valley
CT. Arborist License #62677

LANDSCAPE COMPANY
NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER
Garden Design - Landscape Construction
Hardscape Installation - Lawn Maintenance
Complete Garden Center - Christmas Shoppe

76 RIVERSIDE ROAD + SIMSBURY
860-651-0204

Www.warnernursery.com

Patrick F. Albergo, M.D.

BoARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGIST
Duane F. Austin, M.D.
BoARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGIST
639 Park Rd., W. Hartford, CT 06107
860.521.9230 + Fax 860.521.1709

35 Waterville Rd., Avon, CT 06001
860.409.7764 » Fax 860.409.7766

START RIGHT - START HERE™"

Uaﬂcy ﬂ‘ﬁome & gwulm @mtw, Te.
16 Railroad St., Simsbury, CT

HARDWARE STORES &

RYAN

Business Systems

Connecticut’s
860-651-5646 Canomn Dealer
www.valleyhomeandgarden.com Since 1975
Feed - Hardware - Lawn & Garden 528-9881

Power Equipment
Sales & Service Greg & Karen Piekarski - Owners

South Windsor ¢ Milford

Kathy Ray Brignac reartor

Cell: 860-490-4958
KBrignac@Bhhsne.com
kathybrignac.bhhsneproperties.com

Active Parishioner for 35 years

 STATE LINE

PROPANE-OIL
BALES - BEAVICE - INSTALLATIONS
Heating = Hot Water » HVAC
Fireplaces « Generabors « Sarvice Plans

StatelinePropanedil.com

DIL: B&0-G53-T241 PROPAME: BS0-653-2076
500-514 Salmon Brok 5t., Granby, (T
Lic. §1- 303179 « F: 28050 - 100 737 - A7R

Family Owned Since 1986
Skip & Lisa Chapman

Richard & Johnathan Chapman
Owners

Plumbing & Heating & Alr-Conditioning
Home Improvement & Home Heating Oil

860-668-4322

Senior Technicians
Richard and Johnathan Chapman
P10286211 S/7 309103 S/1396778 HIC-0574515 HOD 118

27 Babbs Road, West Suffield, CT 06093
www.westsideoil.com - lisa@westsideoil.com

SIMSCROFT-ECHO
FARMS

QUALITY SCREENED
TOPSOIL

3. 7 & 17 CY LOADS DELIVERED
Excavating & Grading

Call 860-658-3676

mgirard@simscroft.com

Josh Livingston
REALTOR

Direct
(860) 655-6089

Jjoshlivingston@bhhsne.com

joshlivingston.bhhsneproperties.com

Are your investments
ready to fight inflation?

i . l 1
. M =

Peter Mowry, CRPC" b OImnda “arnic

Financial Advisor VI =

714 Hopmeadow St Suite 7

Simsbury, CT 06070

860-651-0849

Indoor & Outdoor Dining Wed-Sat 5-9pm
Private function rooms for up to 100 people
Catering & Events Menu
731 HOPMEADOW STREET, SIMSBURY
860-217-0937
WWW.SOMAGRILLE.COM

Edward Jones

AR ENRE OF (RN
edwardjones.com

MOE’S
TIRE AND AUTO

Will Beat Any Competitor’s
Printed Estimate

1 10% Senior and |
 Veteran Discount

1 except for already discounted 1

S p—

COMETALICTICH PROFEREIDHALE SHCE 1331

1 services & tires. 1
' FREE multi point |
: courtesy mspectlon 1
i with any service.
860-408-1461
120 WEST STREET
SIMSBURY

Kevorkian & Associates, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Estates ¢ Trusts ¢ €lder Law * Probate
Real Estate and Commercial Transactions
Gary R Kevorkian, Esq.  Kathleen M. Congero, Esq.
18 Hartford Avenue, Granby, CT 860-653-552I
wwuw.kevorkianlawfirm.com

BARBERING
&STYLING

244 Farms Village Rd
West Simsbury

860-658-4499

Jean E. Silverio, Esq.
1 UptopBarbershopcT (&)
uptopbarbershopct.com

Kane'g Market

A wpecising food o

A Speciallty Food Store

Open Sundays till 2 p.m.

Quality Meats - First Class Deli
Fresh Produce « Custom Gift Baskets
Full Service Catering

1310 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT
(860) 651-0614

Haves-HuLimng & Carvion Funerar HoME
364 Salmon Brook Street, Granby

860-653-6637

Canmon Funeral Home anp Easvny CENTER
301 Country Club Road, Avon

B860-673-8610
www.carmonfuneralhome.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

03-0265

St. Mary, Simsbury, CT




