January 9, 2022
St. Mary’s Parish & School
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“I am baptizing you with water, but
one mightier than [ is comin
not worthy to loosen t
his sanclals.
with the Holy
Lk 3. Elf:l‘.n:

944 Hopmeadow Street
www.stmarysimsbury.org
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office ............ (860) 658-7627
School Office ............ (860) 658-9412
Prayer Line ............... (860) 658-2118

Office Hours: M-Th 8:30 - 3:00 PM; Fr1 8:30 - 12:00

Mass Times

Mon—Th. .................... 8 AM
Saturday .........ccoceiinnnin. 5PM
Sunday .......... 8,9:30 and 11 AM

Reconciliation: Saturday 3-4 PM

Baptisms: Sunday 12:15 PM By Appointment

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Rosary

Thursday after the 8:00 AM Mass. You are encouraged to

recite the Rosary privately for the welfare of the Church
and Country.

Prayer Requests:
To request prayers for a family member or friend, email

their name to the Parish Office. Names will be announced

for one month. For continual prayers, contact the Prayer
Line Ministry.
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Staff Directory

Pastor
Father Stephen Sledesky = Ext. 301

Deacon
Art Miller
Deaconartmiller@gmail.com

Finance Manager

Joanne Dunn = Ext. 307
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org

Parish Office
Heather Benedetti = Ext. 306
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Formation Grades K-6
Kathy Piggott = Ext. 304
reled1-6(@stmarysimsbury.org

Faith Formation Grades 7-8
Lori Ryan = Ext. 309
reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10
Steve DiMotta = Ext. 302
youthministry(@stmarysimsbury.org

Stephen Ministry = Ext. 114
Sharon Locandro, Linda McGurn,
Linda Duff

stephenministry(@stmarysimsbury.org

Prayer Line Ministry
cmlocandro@gmail.com

Music Ministry
Patricia Lepak & Cynthia Bos

St. Mary’s School

Principal Margaret Williamson
mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net




Mass Intentions

Saturday
5:00 PM

Sunday
8:00 AM

9:30 AM

11:00 AM

Monday
8:00 AM

Tuesday
8:00 AM
9:00 AM

Wednesday
8:00 AM

Thursday
8:00 AM

Saturday
5:00 PM

Sunday
8:00 AM

9:30 AM

11:00 AM

January 8
T Patricia Hogard
By: Her Family

January 9
T Mary Ellen Levy
By: Her Family

People of St. Mary’s

T Amy J. Lentz
By: Fr. Stephen

January 10
T Brian Coyne
By: The Potter Family

January 11
School Mass

January 12
TDomenica & Patrick
Comotti

By: Jack and Noreen
Scafuri

January 13
January 15

T Marnie Lawlor
By: The Airasian Family

January 16
People of St. Mary’s

tMichael Orzechowski
By: His Family

Elinor Matczak
By: Her Family

Pray for the Sick: Please pray for the follow-
ing parishioners/loved ones who are sick - Abby
Harris & Family, Maria O’Donnell, Jeremy
Muinde-Pires & Kay Yazvac.

Deceased: Please pray for those who
have recently died in Christ: Margaret
Lindberg, & Peter Hanley.

Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Saturdays @3:00 —4:00 PM.

The Mass Book for 2022 is now open.
Please call the Parish Office to schedule a Mass.
The recommended offerings are $10.00 for a
weekday Mass and $25.00 for a weekend Mass.

Welcome Seminarian Martin Chouinard To St. Mary’s
We are privileged to host one of our Archdiocesan seminari-
ans, Mr. Martin Chouinard, for two weeks during his winter
break. Experiencing life in a parish is an important aspect
of his seminary training. If you see Martin around, please
introduce yourself and continue to pray not only for him in
his vocation, but to pray for more young men to consider a
vocation to priesthood for the future!

Looking to Read the Bible? Ascension’s Bible in a Year Podcast, hosted by
Fr. Mike Schmitz and featuring Jeff Cavins, guides Catholics through the
Bible in 365 daily episodes starting January 1st, 2022. Each 20-25 minute
episode includes: 2-3 scripture readings, a reflection from Fr. Mike Schmitz
and guided prayer to help you hear God’s voice in his Word. Unlike any oth-
er Bible podcast, this podcast follows a reading plan inspired by the Great
Adventure Bible Timeline® , a groundbreaking approach to understanding
Salvation History developed by Catholic Bible teacher Jeff Cavins.

Hartford Shelters: We will be collecting non-perishable foods this Sunday
01/09. All items can be dropped off in the Magowan Center 8:00AM —
12:00PM .

Bible Study with Deacon Art: Join us 01/12 at 7:00 PM via zoom. Email
Deaconartmiller@gmail.com for the Zoom link.

Inclement Weather: In the event that schools are closed due to
inclement weather, there will be NO 8:00 AM Mass and our office will be
closed.

Bless Your Door on Epiphany

The gospel tells us that the magi found Christ “on entering the house.” The
door to your home is a holy threshold. You can bless those who come in and
go out by inscribing above the door in chalk the first two numbers of the
year+C+M+B+the last two numbers of the year. Tradition tells us that the
letters stand for the names of the magi: Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar.
Adolph Adam points out that it may also mean “Christus mansionem bene-
dicat” or “May Christ bless this dwelling.” It’s appropriate to bless your door
in January—janua means “door” and the first month is the door to the new
year.

Suggested Blessing for the Home on Epiphany
e The members of the household gather at the main door to the home.
e Read the story of the Magi from Matthew’s Gospel Ch. 2, verses 1-12.

e Inscribe 20+C+M+B+22 above the door with chalk.
Pray the following blessing prayer:

God of Bethlehem and Cana, God of Jordan’s leaping waters,
in baptism you bring us into your family.
You wed us and embrace us as your beloved.
May we fill this place with kindness to one another,
with hospitality to guests, and with abundant care for every stranger.
By the gentle light of a star, guide home all who seek you
on paths of faith, hope and love.

Then we will join the angels in proclaiming your praise:

Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and for ever. Amen.

e Conclude with a song such as We Three Kings or O Come All Y e Faith-
ful




From the Pastor’s Desk...

Today the Church celebrates the Baptism of the Lord. In our Christian tradition, Jesus’ baptism marks the be-
ginning of his public ministry and is one of three “epiphanies” of Jesus: the first we celebrated last week with
the visit of the magi; the baptism is the second epiphany when the voice from heaven identifies Jesus as
“beloved Son;” and Jesus’ first miracle changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana which we will hear
proclaimed next Sunday is the third. All three events in one way or another manifest Jesus as the Son of God.
In today’s account of the baptism, Luke intentionally highlights the Holy Spirit coming down on Jesus in a
bodily form. This Holy Spirit will direct Christ’s ministry and mission throughout Luke’s gospel until, from
the cross, Jesus “commends” his spirit back to the Father. In Acts, the continuation of Luke’s Gospel, it is that
same Spirit that returned to the Father upon Jesus’ death, Who will come rushing upon the apostles at Pente-
cost, to guide and direct the growth of the Christian Church.

When we were baptized, it too was a public beginning. Being brought to church by our families, our life in
Christ was begun. Plunged into the waters of baptism, we died with Christ so that we might also live with him
(cf. Rom 6:3-4). We were given new life — unending life — in these powerful waters. Our participation in Orig-
inal Sin was washed clean and we were given a new beginning of innocence. As St. Paul indicates in his
letter to Titus, we were “saved through the bath of rebirth” not because of anything we had accomplished or
done, but because of God’s merciful gift. Paul goes on to note that the Holy Spirit was “richly poured out on
us” so that we might become heirs to the hope of eternal life. Wow!!!! This is why baptism is such an im-
portant Sacrament in our faith tradition. As members of the Church and the family of God, we now live as
adopted sons and daughters of God. As the “gateway” sacrament, no other sacraments can be validly received
until we have been baptized.

Yet how many of us are aware of where and when we were baptized? We certainly keep and celebrate birth-
days and anniversaries, and appropriately so. But what about our baptism anniversary? Given all that it means
in terms of our eternal life and status as children of God, wouldn’t it be appropriate for us to at least know, if
not celebrate, our baptism day? Perhaps in this next week or two, we can do a little research to find out our
own baptism date and place if we don’t already know that. If we are parents, we can help our children to know
and appreciate their baptismal anniversary. As we celebrate Jesus’ baptism, let’s recall how important our
own baptism is, and celebrate the new and eternal life we share in Christ Jesus!

Since it is a new year, we are introducing a feature as space permits in the bulletin called “Saint of the Week.” Each
week we will feature a short biography of a Saint whose memorvial/feast day occurs during the week.

Saint of the Week

St. Hilary was born around the year 310 into a pagan family in what is present day

France. He grew up with a classical education in Latin and Greek, Greek philosophy and

the Bible. Gradually he awakened to the truth of the Christian faith and was baptized along

with his family in 345. Around 353, the people of Poitiers called for Hilary to be made their

bishop. His greatest contribution was as a scholar on the nature of Christ. Although the

great Council of Nicaea in 325 had formally declared Arianism (the belief that Jesus was

only human, not divine) to be heretical, it was still being shared and taught. Hilary wrote

extensively to defend the true teaching on Jesus’ divinity and humanity and crafted his

most important work “On the Trinity,” demonstrating the Biblical basis for this belief. Af- s]iq (@]

ter a brief exile imposed by the Emperor Constantius 11, Hilary was able to return to his DOCTOR OF
diocese at Poitier where he died in 367. He was regarded a saint by the church and in 1851 [MEg|=Nei={V]>{e{s

formally declared a Doctor of the Church. His feast day is celebrated on January 13. BEAST Doav

JANUARY 13




Altar Server Training
1/9 & 1/16 from 12 PM—1 PM.
We invite you to join us at the 11
am Mass, with training classes
taking place following Mass.
Please register via our website or
by email

(ServerLead-
er@StMarySimsbury.org).

ALTAR SERVER
TRAIMNIMG

Marriage Celebration: 02/13 @ 9:30

Mass: Please plan to join us to renew your wedding
vows. All anniversaries are important to celebrate.

St. Mary’s Men’s Ministry

Are you looking for a way to connect with other men
and talk about your faith? Join via Zoom Saturday
mornings 8:00 - 9:30 AM. Receive the meeting ID and
password at MensMinistryStMary@gmail.com.

St. Mary's Women's Guild Become a mem-
ber by sending your contact information

to stmarywomensguild@gmail.com. Consider joining
in our Women’s Retreat, March 11-13, 2022. More
details to follow.

v FORMATION

Grades K-6:Faith Formation Sessions will meet on
01/09.

Diaper Drive - Our January Family Service Project
will be a Diaper Drive the week of 01/9 - 01/ 16.
First Reconciliation Retreat - 01/8, Church and

Parish Center from 1pm - 3:30pm. Please meet in
Church.

Grades 7-8: Faith Formation for Jr High program
will meet this Sunday, 01/ 9 6:00 PM- 7:30 PM.

7th grade: Season 1, Episode 8 1 Am Here 59:27

8th grade: Season 2, Episode 8 Beyond Mountains
56:51

Grades 9-10: Confirmation Class: Signups avail-
able on the website for class in January.
January 23rd Mandatory Meeting: All stu-

dents must attend the Human Trafficking presentation
on January 23rd, in the Church, from 6:00-7:30pm.
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High School Peer Ministers: Have you consid-
ered being a Peer Minister? New members wel-
come, must be a junior or senior in high school. Con-
tact Steve for more information.

Jr. High and High School Youth Group: This
month we will hold our annual inter-faith dodgeball
tournament. St. Mary's is the defending champion.
Tournament is 01/08 @ 5:00-8:00pm in the parish
center.

New Members: Consider joining us! Fun events,
community service projects and just hanging out with
friends. Contact Steve or the parish office for more
information.

St. Mary’s School
National Blue Ribbon

Happy New Year from the Staff and
Volunteers at St. Mary’s School.

Help Needed: St. Mary's school is looking for a
person to fill a paid position to assist with lunch super-
vision and recess duty. The hours are 11 am to 1:10
pm every day. If interested, please contact Mrs. Wil-
liamson. mwilliamson@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net

Open House!:

Sunday, January 30th 1:00 - 3:30 pm
Now enrolling for Full Day Prek4 thru
8th grade for the 2022-2023 school
year! Meet faculty and staff, visit class-
rooms & learn more about how our stu-
dents are creating, collaborating and
climbing to new heights!

Scan the QR code and register today!

AmazonSmile: Visit smile.amazon.com to sign up
today. A portion of your Amazon purchases go direct-
ly to our school.
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The Catholic Cemeteries Association CHRISTOPHER

of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. BRYANT co.
Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift that SEPTIC » SEWERS o
relieves your family of a difficult decision in the midst of their SEPTIC CLEANING, INSTALLATIONS,
grief. Whether a Traditional Grave, Mausoleum, or Cremation, REPAIRS, INSPECTIONS
let our caring team of Family Service Advisors help you choose 860-243-3500
www.ChristopherBryantCompany.com
your cemetery needs.
Call our main number to find the cemetery nearest you 413-569-2400 TJ 860-654-1973 Trust Jan, your local
All Saints Cemetery - | | Realtor | Parishioner and his
| 20+ years Expertise
700 Middletown Avenue, North Haven, CT 06473 Jan K. Pecherski REALTOR

203-239-2557
Or visit our website at WWW.CCACEM.ORG

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers and Monuments at all our

(860) 490-2673
jpecherski@gmail.com
www.JanPecherski.com
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5 www.tibarkmulch.com
25 Sam West Rd., P.O. Box 1168, Southwick, MA 01077

BARK MULCH & COLORED MULCH « DECORATIVE STONE
PLAYGROUND CHIPS « FIREWOOD « TOPSOIL

locations! Ask us about the Catholic Funeral Plan, a faith based approach to Funeral

Planning that ensures traditions of a Catholic Funeral are carried out to your wishes.
CORIWELL RAMKER

‘Farmington
“Valley

Memorialg

Monuments & Markers

VINCENT

The Vincent Family Serving Your Family Since 1902

Contact Mary Hoffman to place an ad

Providing the comfort of the only on-site crematory in the Farmington Valley

; " h tOday! mhoﬁman@4LP|.com or Cemetery Engravings
www.incentfuneralhome.com
. (800) 477-4574 x6340 860-217-0420
SImeury Canton farmingtonvalleymemorials.com
860-658-7613 860-693-0251
Building relationships one home at a time. F R E E Does your loved one need short term rehab or long term care?
Skl | .., Z.... | AD DESIGN -~ARK
Wl I x' [ P .'.'.fm pertia WITH PURCHASE HEALTHCARE & REHABILITATION
REALTOR GFTHISSPA‘CE AT GOVERNOR'S HDUSE
Parishioner | Cell 860-508-6602 has a private room available! Call us for a tour today!
sheilag@bhhsne.com | sheilag.bhhsneproperties.com @ EALL EI]DIJ?,{IIE ?.ﬁ, www.arkgovernorshouse.com « 203-554-2348
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TREE SERVICE LLC
Steven Bristol
8606930143
P.0. Box 77, Canton Center, CT 06020
www.bristolstreeservice.com
Year Round Work - Winter Discounts

Available in the Farmington Valley
CT. Arborist License #62677

LANDSCAPE COMPANY
NURSERY & GARDEN CENTER
Garden Design - Landscape Construction
Hardscape Installation - Lawn Maintenance
Complete Garden Center - Christmas Shoppe

76 RIVERSIDE ROAD + SIMSBURY
860-651-0204

Www.warnernursery.com

Patrick F. Albergo, M.D.

BoARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGIST
Duane F. Austin, M.D.
BoARD CERTIFIED OPHTHALMOLOGIST
639 Park Rd., W. Hartford, CT 06107
860.521.9230 + Fax 860.521.1709

35 Waterville Rd., Avon, CT 06001
860.409.7764 » Fax 860.409.7766

START RIGHT - START HERE™"

Uaﬂcy ﬂ‘ﬁome & gwulm @mtw, Te.
16 Railroad St., Simsbury, CT

HARDWARE STORES &

RYAN

Business Systems

Connecticut’s
860-651-5646 Canomn Dealer
www.valleyhomeandgarden.com Since 1975
Feed - Hardware - Lawn & Garden 528-9881

Power Equipment
Sales & Service Greg & Karen Piekarski - Owners

South Windsor ¢ Milford

Kathy Ray Brignac reartor

Cell: 860-490-4958
KBrignac@Bhhsne.com
kathybrignac.bhhsneproperties.com

Active Parishioner for 35 years

 STATE LINE

PROPANE-OIL
BALES - BEAVICE - INSTALLATIONS
Heating = Hot Water » HVAC
Fireplaces « Generabors « Sarvice Plans

StatelinePropanedil.com

DIL: B&0-G53-T241 PROPAME: BS0-653-2076
500-514 Salmon Brok 5t., Granby, (T
Lic. §1- 303179 « F: 28050 - 100 737 - A7R

Family Owned Since 1986
Skip & Lisa Chapman

Richard & Johnathan Chapman
Owners

Plumbing & Heating & Alr-Conditioning
Home Improvement & Home Heating Oil

860-668-4322

Senior Technicians
Richard and Johnathan Chapman
P10286211 S/7 309103 S/1396778 HIC-0574515 HOD 118

27 Babbs Road, West Suffield, CT 06093
www.westsideoil.com - lisa@westsideoil.com

SIMSCROFT-ECHO
FARMS

QUALITY SCREENED
TOPSOIL

3. 7 & 17 CY LOADS DELIVERED
Excavating & Grading

Call 860-658-3676

mgirard@simscroft.com

Josh Livingston
REALTOR

Direct
(860) 655-6089

Jjoshlivingston@bhhsne.com

joshlivingston.bhhsneproperties.com

Are your investments
ready to fight inflation?
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Peter Mowry, CRPC" b OImnda “arnic

Financial Advisor VI =

714 Hopmeadow St Suite 7

Simsbury, CT 06070

860-651-0849

Indoor & Outdoor Dining Wed-Sat 5-9pm
Private function rooms for up to 100 people
Catering & Events Menu
731 HOPMEADOW STREET, SIMSBURY
860-217-0937
WWW.SOMAGRILLE.COM

Edward Jones

AR ENRE OF (RN
edwardjones.com

MOE’S
TIRE AND AUTO

Will Beat Any Competitor’s
Printed Estimate

1 10% Senior and |
 Veteran Discount

1 except for already discounted 1

S p—

COMETALICTICH PROFEREIDHALE SHCE 1331

1 services & tires. 1
' FREE multi point |
: courtesy mspectlon 1
i with any service.
860-408-1461
120 WEST STREET
SIMSBURY

Kevorkian & Associates, LLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Estates ¢ Trusts ¢ €lder Law * Probate
Real Estate and Commercial Transactions
Gary R Kevorkian, Esq.  Kathleen M. Congero, Esq.
18 Hartford Avenue, Granby, CT 860-653-552I
wwuw.kevorkianlawfirm.com

BARBERING
&STYLING

244 Farms Village Rd
West Simsbury

860-658-4499

Jean E. Silverio, Esq.
1 UptopBarbershopcT (&)
uptopbarbershopct.com

Kane'g Market

A wpecising food o

A Speciallty Food Store

Open Sundays till 2 p.m.

Quality Meats - First Class Deli
Fresh Produce « Custom Gift Baskets
Full Service Catering

1310 Hopmeadow St., Simsbury, CT
(860) 651-0614

Haves-HuLimng & Carvion Funerar HoME
364 Salmon Brook Street, Granby

860-653-6637

Canmon Funeral Home anp Easvny CENTER
301 Country Club Road, Avon

B860-673-8610
www.carmonfuneralhome.com
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