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Saint Joseph Church

PARISH STAFF

Rev. George F. O’Neill, Pastor
Pastor@stjosephbrookfield.com
Rev. Lawrence F. Carew, Non-Resident Priest
FrCarew@diobpt.org
Deacon Jeffrey J. Font
DcnJeff@stjosephbrookfield.com
Deacon Louis F. Howe, Sr.
Dcnlou@stjosephbrookfield.com
Deacon Peter J. Kuhn
DcnPeter@stjosephbrookfield.com
Deacon William J. Shaughnessy
BillShaughnessy 703@gmail.com
Rita Golaszewski, Parish Secretary
RitaG@stjosephbrookfield.com
Patricia Smith, Religious Education Coordinator
PatSmith@stjosephbrookfield.com
Kathy Bailo, Religious Education Assistant
KathyBailo@stjosephbrookfield.com
Christine Blonski, Bookkeeper
chrisblonski@stjosephbrookfield.com
David Kendall, Director of Music
Music Director@stjosephbrookfield.com
Arianna Carlo, Choir Director
Cantor@stjosephbrookfield.com
Renzo Ortega, United High School Ministry Coordinator
rortega@ctunitedyouth.com

PARISH OFFICE

Phone: 203.775.1035 Fax: 203.775.1684
Web Site: www.stjosephbrookfield.com
Email: ParishSec@stjosephbrookfield.com
Mail: 163 Whisconier Road
Brookfield, CT 06804
Office Open 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM, Monday thru Friday
Emergencies: (203)209-4908

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil - 5:00 PM
Sunday - 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 AM

Monday-Saturday - 8:00 AM
All Masses live-streamed on the Parish Website
CONFESSIONS:

Tuesday: 7:00-8:00 PM (With Eucharistic Adoration)
Saturday: 4:00-4:45 PM

***

REMEMBER SEPTEMBER 11, 2001

PATRIOT DAY
—_—

God of love we place in your loving arms the
thousands of innocent lives that were lost on
that unforgettable morning of September 11,
2001. We also remember the courage of the
countless men and women who put their
lives at risk in order to rescue, alleviate and
bring solace to the afflicted.

Help us to continue to work for a world free
from every form of hatred, violence and
ignorance. May terrorism -- in all its forms --
disappear from the face of the earth.

Amen.

THOSE FOR WHOM WE PRAY

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF GOD’S HEALING, STRENGTH AND
COMFORT: Kathleen Travis, Mike McGorty, Theresa Fuller,
Ralph Sloan, Peter DeMato, Betty Potenza, Frank Bonacci,
Theresa Von Thaden, Bill Schappert, Bill Manton, John Rooney
and Alberta Gregus

FOR THE PROTECTION AND SAFE RETURN OF THOSE SERVING
IN THE ARMED FORCES: Joshua Jugler, Michael Ayala Lopez,
Kurt Mann and Michael Moreira.

PRAYING FOR PEACE AND REPARATION

We invite you to stay at the end of Sunday Mass - following the
closing hymn - and join us in praying three “Hail Mary’s” for
Peace: in our World, in our Families and in our Hearts. We also
pray the Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, for healing and
reparation in our Church.

SACRAMENTS

Baptism - The Sacrament of Baptism is celebrated on Sundays
at 12:30 PM. A Pre-Baptism class is required for both parents
prior to the Baptism of their first child. Register with the Parish
Office: 203.775.1035.

Marriage - Weddings generally are celebrated on Friday
evening or Saturday afternoons and must be scheduled at least
six months in advance. Please do not make final arrangements
for your reception prior to contacting the Parish Office.

The Diocese of Bridgeport offers formation for couples
who wish to be married in the Catholic Church. Formation is
available online in English and in person in Spanish. For more
information, please Vvisit Attps.//formationreimagined.org/
marriage-prep-reimagined/.

R.C.ILA. - Interested in becoming a Catholic? Call the Parish
Office.
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\v Take Five

for Faith

Sunday, Sep 05, 2021

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Shopping made simple

What do you give to the saint who has everything? Mother Teresa of
Calcutta was among the spiritually richest people on the planet
throughout her productive life caring for the poor. The date of her
death, September 5, was quickly recognized in Hungary as an occa-
sion to be perpetually honored. In 2012, the United Nations de-
clared this date as an International Day of Charity in her memory. As
Mother Teresa demonstrated, simple acts of charity reach across
divisions and make communities more resilient. Contribute to the
healing of society today by charitable giving, locally or globally.
TODAY'S READINGS: Isaiah 35:4-Ta; James 2:1-5; Mark 7:31-37 (128).
“Did not God choose those who are poor in the world to be. . . heirs
ofthe kingdom that he promised?”

Monday, Sep 06, 2021

Labor of love

This Labor Day, as we enjoy food at picnics and barbecues, let’s
remember who harvested this food—many of them Spanish-
speaking migrant workers, many of them fellow Catholics. Consider
what your parish can do for migrant workers in your area. Perhaps a
clothing drive or a fundraiser to buy rosaries and Bibles in Spanish
or other languages of a migrant group. Or enlist school kids to write
translated notes of welcome and thanks for the hard work migrants
do. Charities helped nearly 400,000 migrants, immigrants, and refu-
gees this past year with all kinds of assistance—learn more about
their work and how you can pitch in.

TODAY'S READINGS: Colossians 1:24—2:3; Luke 6:6-11 (437). “Is it
lawful to do good on the sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life
rather than to destroy it?”

Tuesday, Sep 07,2021

Creation needss your caring prayer

Jewish believers celebrate Rosh Hashanah today, marking the
birthday of the universe—recalling how God placed Adam and Eve
at the center of creation as faithful stewards. For many Christians,
it’s also Day 7 in the of Creation. When the Catholic Church joined
this observance in 2019, Pope Francis wrote: “In the silence of pray-
er, we can hear the symphony of creation calling us to abandon our
self-centeredness in order to feel embraced by the tender love of
the Father and to share with joy the gifts we have received.” Pray to
become a more selfless steward of creation.

TODAY'S READINGS: Colossians 2:6-15; Luke 6:12-19 (438). “Jesus
departed to the mountain to pray.”

Wednesday, Sep 08, 2021

THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

The birth of our salvation

In 431, bishops at the Council of Ephesus decreed Mary as Theoto-
kos, a Greek word that means “God-bearer”—or, more commonly,
“Mother of God.” Her birthday was celebrated at the beginning of
the year—in Constantinople, the calendar began on September 1—
because Mary’s birth is also the beginning of our salvation, through
her son. “Be of good cheer,” wrote Saint Andrew of Crete, “this is
the Feast of the Nativity of the Virgin and of the renewal of the hu-
man race!” Honor Mary today by praying the Magnigicat, also
known as the “Ode of the Theotokos.”

TODAY'S READINGS: Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 1:1-
16, 18-23 (636). “From you shall come forth for me one who is to be
ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old.”

Thursday, Sep 09, 2021

PETER CLAVER, PRIEST

Call it out

Saint Peter Claver (1580-1654) was a Jesuit priest dedicated to bap-
tizing and serving enslaved Africans in Cartagena, Colombia, a major
slave-trade port. While Claver was ahead of many of his peers in at
least recognizing the humanity of Africans and poured out his life to
alleviate the great suffering he encountered, we need to
acknowledge that the colonial system that enslaved Africans was
allowed to continue unabated for centuries without much Church
resistance. How can we and our communities of faith challenge the
enduring legacy of racism today, inspired by Claver’s witness of ser-
vice and the gospel mandate to love?

TODAY'S READINGS: Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 6:27-38 (440). “Do to
others as you would have them do to you.”

Friday, Sep 10, 2021

Because of you. ..

A 2014 study found that “young people with mentors, especially at-
risk youth, have more positive visions of themselves and their fu-
tures, and also achieve more positive outcomes in school, the work-
place, and their communities.” The value of mentoring is nothing
new. Proverbs 22:6 says: “Train the young in the way they should go;
even when old, they will not swerve from it.” Whether you are teach-
ing a practical or spiritual skill or a new technique or way of thinking,
your instruction will have an impact. Take time to be a mentor for
the sake of the next generation and the greater glory of God.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-14; Luke 6:39-42 (441).
“When fully trained, every disciple will be like his teacher.”

Saturday, Sep 11, 2021
Heaven help us all
The attack on the World Trade Center and the Pentagon happened
20 years ago today. We still carry the memory of that awful day, and
we continue to remember in our prayers the victims of the attack
and their families and loved ones who continue to mourn their great
loss. We remember the passengers and crew of the aircraft destroyed
in the attack as well as the victims on the ground. We remember es-
pecially the brave first responders who ran toward danger rather
than away, many of whom gave away their health and lives to save
others. And we pray for the terrorists as well, because we believe in
the redemptive power of prayer and because hatred and vengeance
have no place in our hearts. May all of humanity be redeemed.
TODAY'S READINGS: 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Luke 6:43-49 (442). “A good
person out of the store of goodness in his heart produces good.”
©2021 TrueQuest Communications.

Q&A

Question: As we celebrate Labor Day, can you tell me about
Catholic teaching regarding labor?

Answer: One of the most important principles of Catholic social
teaching is the dignity of work and the rights of workers. Four
encyclicals address this foundational social teaching: Rerum No-
varum (1891) by Leo XIIl, Quadragesimo Anno (1931) by Pius XI,
Laborem Exercens(1981), and Centesimus Annus(1991) by John
Paul Il. They address both the theology and dignity of work. In
Genesis, God takes the initiative in creating the world, calling
forth human beings to be faithful stewards of creation. We are
thus formed to share in God’s continuing creative activity by
partnering with God in finishing the world and helping bring it to
completion and fulfillment. From this perspective, work can be
spiritually understood in terms of sharing in God’s ongoing activ-
ity to build, create, and transform the world. Human beings are
co-creators with God. This vocation demands self-discipline.

In work, we shape the world and our environment. Through
work, we also shape ourselves. Pope John Paul Il summarized
this pointin Laborem Exercens#6, “the value of work is not pri-
marily the kind of work being done, but the fact that the one who
is doing it is a person.” OLPi



GROW AS A DISCIPLE | praY, sSTUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Our oldest son is deaf. | wividly remember watching him notice
sounds for the first time In the days after his cochlear Implant was
activated: the “caw”™ of a crow, a doorbell, the low rumble of the
furnace kicking in. Our job as parents was to provide a running com-
mentary te help him understand the meaning of each sound that so
many of us take for granted: “See the birds? That is a crow!” "Your
dad 15 homa' “'Tha heat 15 caming an” Fm ramindaed of those aarly
days when | read Mark’s account of Jesus restoring hearing to the
deaf man. While most of us can hear, so often we take the sounds all
arcund ws for grantod o relegate: them to background nolsa - In-
cluding tha Scripture we haor at Mass sach weelk As Bishop Rabert
Barron writes, "This deaf man stands for all of us who do not hear
the word of Sod, wha hawve grown oblivious to 1t As we llsten ta
today’s readings, we can ask Jesus to open our ears and our hearts
to the word of God.

23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sept. 5, 2021 | Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Written by
THE

Is 35:4-7a | Jas 2:1-5 | Mk 7:31-37 FAITHFUL
DISCIPLE

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Mark spares no detail in describing Jesus' encounter with the deaf
man wha had a speech impediment, Jesus places a finger In his ear
and spits, touching his tongue, then utters the word "Ephphathal
("Be opened™”) Immediately, the man can hear and speak clearly.

W hen Nstening to thls reading, | aften Tocus on tha man's hoaring.
BEut Jasus alsc cured the man’s speech impadimant, which 1 Ehink
Indicates we're not suppoged to Just hear Sed's word, we are to
speak o il and speah of it Onea we allow Jesus o opan our sars
and hearts to the Good Mews, sharing it will begin to come naturally.
Thers may still be times when cur Cathelic tonguas Fael tied, but

B strong, Toar not!™ Jesus will ghe us thoe words,

ACTIONS Next time you take a drive, lIsten to the day's Scripture readings. Ask Jesus to open your ears and hearts ta his words and show

you how best to share them with others. And most teachers would agree: The more senses we engage, the more we take in. If you have trouble
following the readings at Mass, open yvour missalette and read along silentiy.

. ATTENTION ALL PARISH VOLUNTEERS

. In advance of a State of Connecticut audit of the St. Joseph
* Parish VIRTUS database for the Protecting God’s Children -
. initiative, the Parish Office has sent an email to all registered .
* volunteers to ensure everyone is current with VIRTUS®
- requirements. Volunteers will be given instructions for -

logging into their VIRTUS accounts to certify that they have ;
- read the 2020 Safe Environments Handbook. .
. This requirement pertains to all volunteers, including those .
* who may have been inactive during the COVID-19 pandemic. *
. It is necessary to complete the certification process in order -
" to remain eligible to volunteer for any parish ministry. Call -
- Rita in the Parish Office for additional information. .

DIOCESAN WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS

The Diocese of Bridgeport will hold two
gatherings for those celebrating anniversaries
on Saturday, September 25, at St. Matthew par-
ishin Norwalk. One will be held at 10:30 AM and
the other will begin at 1:00 PM. Bishop Cag-
giano will celebrate Mass at both times

Since the event did not take place in 2020,
we anticipate a larger-than-normal crowd. Cou-

ples who celebrate(d) their 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th or
50-plus anniversary in 2020 or 2021 are welcome to register via
the advertisement that will appear in the August edition of the
Fairfield County Catholic or online via the diocesan web site:

www.diobpt.org.

Follow us on

Facebook |
[ . - |
& Instagram |

for more

informaltion and
updates!

FACEBOOK.COM/CTUNITEDYOUTH
@CTUNITEDYOUTH
WWW.CTUNITEDYOUTH.COM
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WEEKEND OF August 28-29, 2021

Sunday Offertory........ $9,293.50
Includes $4,761.50 in Online Giving

COMING TO ST. JOSEPH CHURCH IN THE FALL!
Why is life this way? Why are we here? Not just here in

these bodies on this planet and in this year. But why

do we exist? Why are we filled with longing?

The Augustine Institute has created an award-winning
video-based series that’s turning heads as it explores
fundamental questions and mysteries like these. It’s called
The Search, and the national reception to it has been so
enthusiastic that we are bringing it to our parish for all our
spiritual benefit and growth. Hosted by well-known
Catholic evangelist Chris Stefanick, The Search is a seven-
part series that will be offered on Mondays at 6:30 PM,
beginning Monday, September 13. Each episode is
approximately 30 minutes in length and will be shown via
Zoom. Father O’Neill will lead a discission following each
episode. Register now with Rita in the Parish Office. A link
to the Zoom session will be sent to you via email.

(L3%]

om CONNECTICUT CATHOLIC
W MEeN's CONFERENCE

R il
R

Saturday, September 25, 2021
New Britain Stadium

Reserve Tickets Now - $45 Per Person
www.ctcathoicmen.org
Phone (860)484-7950
OR
Contact Deacon Rick Lawlor
dnlawlor@diobpt.org
(203)470-8084

YOU’RE INVITED

Deacon Peter is retiring this week from his admin
duties on the parish staff. Join us today (Sunday,
September 5) for an informal “retirement party”
under the tent after the 11 AM Mass.

St. Joseph & St. Marguerite Bourgeoys

Family Picnic!

Sunday, September 19

Noon to 3:00 PM

Food! Musgic!
Hair Braiding!
TWO Fabulous Bouncy Houses!

Fun!
Face-Painting!

Tichets on Sale After Mass
86 per Person 8710 per Family
(Day of Picnic: $8 & $15)

We Need Volunteers!
Sign-Up Sheets in the Vestibule

The Sacrament of the Sick
will be offered at the end of each Mass
this weekend and on the first weekend of
every month. 7he sacrament is for those

dealing with major illness or
facing major surgery.
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Monday, September 6 - Labor Day Observed

8:00 AM - James Tharrington, Sr., req. by the Tharrington family
Tuesday, September 7

8:00 AM - Isolina Varrasso, req. by Anna Verlezza

Wednesday, September 8 - Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM - John Tomascak, req. by his daughter Betty
Thursday, September 9 - St. Peter Claver, Priest

8:00 AM - Robert Burkardt, req. by Virginia Thyacz

Friday, September 10

8:00 AM - Intentions of our Parishioners

Saturday, September 11

8:00 AM - 9-11-01 Memorial Mass

5:00 PM - Rose Lupo, req. by the Golaszewski family

Sunday, September 12- 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

7:30 AM - Roberta Palomba, req. by the Errichiello family

9:00 AM - Elizabeth Nolan, req. by her nieces

11:00 AM - Hanna Stahl, req. by Betty Stahl

MACKSEY-ELSTON MEMORIAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT

Wednestember 15
Ridgefield Golf Club

To benefit the needy of St. Joseph and
St. Marguerite Parishes

Register at https.//macksey-elstongolf.square.site

Questions: Contact Greg Dembowski - 203-733-7209
Or GregDembowski@yahoo.com

Hosted by the Knights of Columbus
Candlewood Lake Council

500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY

IN THE PHILIPPINES

The Filipino Catholic Apostolate of the Diocese of
Bridgeport invites you to join them in celebrating 500
Years of Christianity in the Philippines at the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass on Saturday, September 18, at
2:00 PM at the Cathedral of St. Augustine, 399
Washington Avenue, Bridgeport.

The Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, Bishop of
Bridgeport, will be the Principal Celebrant.

Sounding a Funny Note

What kind of music do they play at Stone-
henge? Hard rock

At the playground? Swing

At the soft-drink factory? Pop

At a construction site? Heavy metal

What happens when you drop a piano down a
mine shaft? A minor B-Flat

What happens when you drop a piano on an Ar-
my base? A major B-Flat

Why didn’t the opera singer take the job on
a cruise ship? She was afraid of the high
Cs.

What 7s a musician’s favorite cereal? Flute
Loops

I

IMMACULATE
HIGH CHOOL

High School
Placement Test

Saturday, September 11
11 am

Banns of Marriage
Melissa Volpe and Zack Pensiero

PARISH MINISTRIES

Liturgy
Altar SErvers ... 203.775.1035
Choir Director -AriannaCarlo....................... 203.775.1035

Faith Formation and Sacraments
Religious Education Coord. - Ms. Pat Smith . ...203.775.1035, ext. 107

RCIA L 203.775.1035
Scheduling Baptisms - Mrs. Rita Golaszewski. . . 203.775.1035, ext. 101
Marriage Scheduling/Prep ...t 203.775.1035
Prayer & Devotion
Men’s Retreat - Mr. PeterBrady .................... 203.740.1243
Women’s Retreat - Mrs. Barb Roeder ................ 203.740.9428
Men of St. Joseph
JimSteffen. ... ... 203.775.8676
Georgelauri...........oooiiiiiiiiiiii 203.775-1531
Parish Councils and Administration
Parish Council - Mr. Andy Pacuk, Chairman............ 917.514.5974
Finance Council - Mr. Frank Cavalea, Chairman......... 203.482.5563

Other Ministries & Organizations
8" Station Bereavement Ministry

Mrs. Mary Shaughnessy. ............c.coovuinnn. 203-775-9138

Mrs. Pat Tharrington. .......... .. ... o 203-775-4836
Knights of Columbus - Mr. Patrick Jennings ........... 203.240.2425
Mary-Martha Ministry - Mrs. Pat Font............... 203.775.2335

Women'’s Reflection & Prayer Group - Mrs. Barb Roeder . 203.740.9428
Outreach to Sick/Shut-In - Sr. Mary Ann Socha, CMGT .. 203.794.1486



