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March 29, 2020 

Sacraments of  the Church 

Masses:  Saturday Vigil – 4:00p.m., Sunday 6:30 a.m., 9:00a.m., 11:00 a.m. 4:30 p.m. (Creole) 

Daily Liturgy: Monday through Thursday 12:10 p.m. 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3–3:30 p.m. in Chapel or contact the Rectory to schedule an appointment 

Charismatic Prayer Sponsored by the Haitian  Community:  Thursday 7:00 p.m.- 9:00 p.m. 

Infant Baptism: 3rd Sunday of the month with Baptismal instruction on the 2nd Sunday.  

Please contact the Rectory to make arrangements. 

Adoration: Fridays from 12:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel 

Inquirers: Find out what it means to be Catholic while considering Baptism or Confirmation. If you are an adult 

whom has not received these sacraments and are considering doing so, please call Fr Joe MacCarthy at the Rectory. 

Commercial Elevator Access 

ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST CATHOLIC CHURCH 

A TOUCHSTONE FOR GENERATIONS SINCE 1893 AND 

A FAITH COMMUNITY FROM WHICH  GREAT THINGS HAPPEN
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MASS INTENTIONS 

OFFERINGS FOR MARCH 

 

 

 

 

 

BREAD & WINE 

in loving memory of 

LEE & THOMPSON FAMILIES 

 

SANCTUARY LAMP 

in loving memory of 

CALIXTE JANELLE 

Weekly Reflection 

 

~ The Fifth Sunday of Lent We’re almost at the end – today’s 

readings give us such hope. Ezekiel gives us God’s promise: “I will 

put my spirit in you that you may live, … I have promised, and I 

will do it, says the LORD.” Jesus gives us His assurance of 

everlasting life: “whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die.” If your 

Lent has been less than you hoped for, try adding a few minutes 

each day to think about the everlasting life we are promised. 

Remember, God’s spirit is in YOU.  

Loved Ones In Service Presently On Active 

Duty Serving Our Country 

 

HN Kevin Lee 

(U.S. Navy) 

 

Airman First Class  

Alexander Clark  

(U.S. Air Force) 

 

Captain Joseph Megnia 

(U.S. Air Force) 

 

Lance Corporal Robert Rudolph 

(U.S. Marines) 

 

Our prayers go out to all men and women who are 

serving our country may God protect them.  

Please remember our sick, their 

families, and caregivers, in your 

prayers. May God’s healing 

presence be with them. 

 

Mary Wall, Vinny Nguyen, Arlene Hinsley, David Barry, 

Patricia Gillan, Cyril MacDonald, Pat Fisk, Stephanie E. 

& William Courier, Lawlor Family, Bobby Rudolph, Sr. 

Phyllis O’Callaghan, Bill Rumsey, Bill Baril, Josie 

Woodwell, Jean McCarthy, Joan Melanson, Elaine 

Rossignol, Angela Vachon, More Family, Luther Family, 

John More, Andrew More, Rick Gerbrands, David 

O’Hearn, Mary Burns, Ann Sheahan, James Higgins, 

Dani Steininger, Maureen Neil, Jake Hall, Paul G. 

Levesque, Paul E. Levesque. 

Healing Prayer 

 

Lord Jesus heal me. Heal in me whatever you see  

needs healing. Heal me of whatever might separate  

me from you. Heal my memory, heal my heart, heal  

my emotions, heal my spirit, heal my body, heal my  

soul. Lay your hands gently upon me and heal me through your 

love for me. 

Amen 

Rest in Peace 

Paul E. Doherty 

Phyllis Burke 

 

 

Mass intentions  

will be honored  

at a later date.  
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PASTORAL TA

To reach our pastoral staff please call 617-547-4880 and 

choose one of the extensions listed below 

Office Hours (time subject to season) 

Monday – Friday 10:00  a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Administrator – Fr. Joseph T. MacCarthy  

  J.maccarthy@stjohncambridge.org 

Part-time Parochial Vicar with responsibilities to 

the Haitian community Fr. Gustave Miracle 

  fathergus@icloud.com 

Deacon for the Haitian Community – Alfred J. Geneus 

– alfredgeneus@gmail.com 

Priests in Residence 

Rev. Thomas  Leclerc, M.S., Th.D 

Director of Music – Mark Nemeskal 

nemeskal@verizon.net– Ext.19 

Organist–Alexander Bean –alexbean@fastmail.com 

Faith Formation Coordinator  –Maureen Megnia 

(617) 876-8849 or info@stjohncambridge.org 

Business Manager – Steve Kerwin  

businessmanager@stjohncambridge.org – Ext. 14 

Parish Secretary – Maureen Megnia 

info@stjohncambridge.org – Ext. 18 

Parish Pastoral Council Vice Chairperson 

Charles Keefe (617) 547-5544 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARISH 

STEWARDSHIP 

 

Parishioner’s donations for March 

 

 

 $.00 from the English community 

 $00 from the Haitian community 

 $00 from E-giving 

 $00 Total  

  

 

If you have forgotten your envelope or are visiting, please use one 

of the yellow “Welcome” envelopes found in the information 

centers at the entrances of the church 

Are you new to the Parish or just visiting 

 

Welcome! Thank you for joining our parish in 

celebrating Mass. Whether you are visiting, or in the  

area for studies, or new to the community, please  

know that we are delighted to have you among us.  

We would like to meet you. Please say hello to any  

priest, minister or staff after Mass, or call  

617-547-4880 or e-mail info@stjohncambridge 

We are here to serve you! 

ARE YOU SIGNED UP FOR  

ONLINE GIVING? 

 

To register to e-give, visit  www.stjohncambridge.org 

and click on the “Online Giving” tab. The rest is easy! 

Online giving is safe, easy to customize, and you can 

track your giving at any time. You can choose to give 

online once, or set up automatic payments from your 

bank account. Online giving is safe and secure and helps 

St. John’s save on cost. Contact the rectory with any 

questions at info@stjohncambridge.org or at 617-547-

4880 x18. 

 

Lenten Prayer 

 

Lord, 

I know how much you love me. It’s hard for me 

to feel it sometimes, but I know your love is 

always with me. Help me to use your love as a 

way to persevere in my Lenten intentions. I am 

weak, but I know with your help, I can use these 

small sacrifices in my life to  

Today in every parish across the Archdiocese, Cardinal 

Seán calls on us to support the annual Catholic Appeal. 

The success of the Appeal is vital in funding the 51 

central ministries that provide assistance to our parishes, 

schools, and communities in a variety of ways. Every 

gift, regardless of the size, is meaningful and can make 

an impact. Your participation in this weekend’s 

campaign is very much appreciated by our parish and the 

thousands that are served through the Archdiocesan 

Central Ministries. Thank you for your generosity and 

support of the 2020 Catholic Appeal this weekend.  

THIS WEEK’S SECOND COLLECTON IS FOR 

EASTER FLOWERS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to remember your loved one, living or 

deceased, by making a donation for Easter flowers in 

their names. please leave your offering in the collection 

basket or drop it off at the rectory. You may use the 

envelopes provided, or place the names and your 

offering in your own envelope, indicating it is for Easter 

flowers. The names of your loved ones will appear in the 

Easter bulletin.  
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The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston will suspend Mass to try to mitigate the 

coronavirus outbreak. Parishioners can instead watch Mass on television, Cardinal Sean 

O'Malley said in a statement Friday.�

"This decision to temporarily suspend the daily and Sunday Mass is motivated by an 

abundance of caution and concern for those most vulnerable and the need to do our part to 

help limit and mitigate the spread of the illness,” O'Malley said.�

The church will still allow baptisms, confirmations and funerals to continue, but asked that 

they be attended by immediate family only.�

Attending Mass once a week is a holy obligation for Catholics. O'Malley is issuing a 

dispensation to allow parishioners to miss Mass, according to the statement. Instead, they 

were encouraged to watch a broadcast of Mass on�CatholicTV.�

The statement is a change from the�church's edict on Thursday, when it said Mass would 

continue, but that priests would place communion wafers in worshippers' hands instead of 

on their tongues.�

The Thursday statement also ordered churches to empty holy water fonts. Parishioners dip 

their fingers in the water before making the sign of the cross as they enter and exit a 

church.�

The suspension of Mass is just another disruption in Boston caused by the ongoing 

coronavirus pandemic. Mayor Marty Walsh stood in front of television cameras early 

Friday afternoon and announced the Boston Marathon would be postponed until 

September. He was back on television by early evening, announcing Boston schools would 

close starting on Tuesday, March 17.�

Both the St. Patrick's Day Breakfast and Parade were both canceled earlier in the week.�

Boston Archdiocese Suspends Mass In 

Attempt To Slow Coronavirus Spread�
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Text of  pope’s prayer to Mary during coronavirus pandemic 

 

Vatican City (CNS) - Here is a CNS translation of  the prayer Pope Francis recited by video March 11 

for a special Mass and act of  prayer asking Mary to protect Italy and the world during the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of  salvation and of  hope. We entrust 

ourselves to you. Health of  the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, Keeping your 

faith firm. You, Salvation of  the Roman People, Know what we need, and we are sure you will 

provide so that, as in Cana of  Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of  

trial. Help us, Mother of  Divine Love, to conform to the will of  the Father and to do as we 

are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself  our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead 

us, through the cross, to the joy of  the resurrection. 

Amen 

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of  God. Do not disdain the entreaties 

of  we who are in trial, but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin 

    Please know that as we continue to struggle with the new reality of life in the COVID 19 age and to work for 

maximum self protection from such, I am continuing to offer private Mass for our parish and its people. While I am 

still breaking open the words of the Gospel to the two servers who are with me at the celebration, I miss very much 

the social interaction with all of you who enjoy the presence of Christ and the opportunity to choose Saint John’s as 

your spiritual home. Many of you have continued to be generous and thoughtful, utilizing our ONLINE GIVING 

system and or sending your regular donation in the mail. It is essential that we receive such in order not to fall into the 

financial situation which greeted me 22 months ago when I arrived here. Our Catholic Appeal process is continuing to 

reap benefits as we have given over $16,000 at this time, a figure which is 57% of our assessment. I understand that 

there are great financial burdens in the lives of many which have been caused by this current crisis and we promise 

continued prayers for relief. That being said, we are so thankful for those of you who have been able to maintain or 

even increase your gift as we go forward in hope.  

    This past Sunday at Mass we proclaimed the Gospel of the man born blind and heard that Jesus lifted the burden of 

this man’s darkness by healing him and bringing him into the light. Jesus is juxtaposed to the Pharisees, in whom there 

are variant levels of acceptance of Jesus, the most fierce being those who He is evil because does “work” (mixing the 

clay) on the Sabbath. But the entire group is described by John as remaining in the darkness while the Light who is 

Christ brings the man born into darkness into the light of sight. Just as he uses water to signify the cleansing effect of 

belief in Jesus, John uses light to emphasize that Jesus has come to draw people away from the darkness of sin and 

division. This week’s Gospel, also from John, is the familiar story of the raising of Lazarus. Lazarus, a friend of Jesus 

along with Lazarus’ two sisters Martha and Mary, has died and Martha comes to Jesus with a faithful plea that urges 

Jesus to consider the situation. “Martha said to Jesus, ‘if you had been here my brother would not have died. Even 

now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.’” Martha is confused as Jesus tells her that her brother 

will rise. She acknowledges such but is thinking of the resurrection on the last day. Rather Jesus, in a powerful miracle, 

goes to the tomb of His friend and demands that he come out, which he does much to the obvious amazement of 

those in attendance. This act anticipates Jesus’ Resurrection after the Cross and moves many to come to believe in 

Him. So too must we take comfort and solace in the truth of the possibility of our being so raised after death, but in 

the now we celebrate those moments of light which are kindness and comfort, generosity and sacrifice which are the 

stuff of our being drawn from the darkness of this burden into God’s wonderful light. In so many ways the good and 

faithful people of our country and world are demonstrating our belief that resurrection is possible and we will come 

back from this darkness with a stronger resolve and a powerful recommitment to selflessness. God bless you all and 

please stay safe. We pray in a particular way for those affected by the virus directly and those hospital personnel, 

grocery management and workers, emergency personnel and others who commit to neighbor and stranger every day. 

God Bless,        Fr. Joe 
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