Offering every person in our
community a life-changing encounier
wilh Jesus

A Roman Catholic Communily in Shelton

50 Fairmont Place T Shelton, Connecticut 06484 T Tel: 203-924-8611 T Fax: 203-924-9446 T www.SJCshelton.org

Pastor
Rev. Michael Dogali

Weekend Assistants
Rev. Msgr. Matthew Bernelli
Rev. Raymond Petrucci

Permanent Deacons
Guillermo Bernal

Bradford Smythe

Religious Education Dept.

Mr. Joshua St. Onge, Director

Tel.: 203-924-9677

Email: RelEd@sjcshelton.org
Classes for all ages are held weekly
during the academic year. Contact
the Religious Education Dept. for
more information.

Lay Members of the Parish Corp.
Mr. Joseph Kudravy
Ms. Mary Jane Paris

Finance Council Chairperson
Mr. John Lawrence

Parish Council Chairperson
Mrs. Leslie Allaire

Parish Membership

Through baptism we become God’s
sons and daughters, and brothers

and sister of each other in Christ.

We ask that every family in the

Parish be registered. Registration

forms may be acquired at the Parish
Office. This registration is our only
means of certifying anyone as a member
of our Parish Family.

Parish Office Hours
Monday through Friday
9:00 am - 4:00 pm
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www . Instagram.com./sjeshallon

www. Twitter. com/sjoshelton

St. Joseph Church is wheelchair accessi-
ble. Accessible parking is located in the
rear parking lot. We thank you for turn-
ing off all personal electronic devices
before entering the church.

Mission Statement

We, the members of St. Joseph Parish,
are an open and inviting Roman

Catholic Family of Faith centered in the
Eucharist, nourished by God’s

Word and faithful to the sacramental life
of the Church. We strive to imitate Christ
in all that we say and do. We are
committed to teaching and sharing the
Faith, supporting one another in prayer
and action, and to reaching out to those in
need. Through the power of the Holy
Spirit, we seek always to be just, gentle,
and forgiving as we walk humbly with
our God.
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Weekly Mass Schedule
Monday through Friday 7:00 am
Saturday Vigil 4:00 pm

Sunday 7:30, 10:30 am,

12:00 pm (Spanish)

Holy Day Mass Schedule
5:30 pm Vigil

Holy Day 7:00 am, 12:05 pm,
5:30 pm

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturdays 3:00 to 3:45 pm

Devotions

The Rosary is prayed on
Thursday evenings 7:00
to 8:00 pm in chapel.
Stations of the Cross on
Lenten Fridays at 7:00 pm

Anointing of the Sick

If you know a parishioner
who is seriously ill, please
contact the Rectory.

Baptism

Pre-Baptismal class is held once a month
on a Sunday at 1:00 pm. Pre-registration is
required. Please call the Parish Office for
information. Baptisms are celebrated
Sundays at 1:00 pm.

1.

Marriage

Registered parishioners should make
arrangements at least nine months in
advance. There are no Sunday weddings.
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
(R.C.ILA)

The Rite of Initiation of Adults is
available year round to anyone who
wishes to inquire about our Faith,
baptism, or completing their initiation as
Roman Catholics with Eucharist and/or
Confirmation. Please telephone R.C.I.A.
Coordinator Jessica Medoff at
203-924-9677 for more information.
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Catholic Elementary School
Holy Trinity Catholic Academy
(Grades PreK-8)

503 Shelton Avenue, Shelton
203-929-4422
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MONDAY, MARCH 1"

7:00 a.m. T Miles Henry Rodgerson

(req. by Eustolia Martinez)

TUESDAY, MARCH 2"

7:00 a.m. T Lois Domozych

(req. by the Rosary Society)

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3"

7:00 a.m. T Ralph Coscia
(req. by Charles & Barbara Sutton)

THURSDAY, MARCH 4"

7:00 a.m. T Florence Antos

(req. by the DeMarco Family)

FRIDAY, MARCH 5%

7:00a.m. For the Protection of the Elderly and
the Disabled

(req. by St. Joseph Respect Life Ministry)
SATURDAY, MARCH 6™

4:00 p.m. T Rosie Piccolo

(req. by Rose Piccolo)

SUNDAY, MARCH 7™

7:30 a.m. T Joseph J. Molinari

(req. by Alex, Jr. and Claudia Molinari-Weiler)
(Private) Parishioners of St. Joseph Church
10:30 a.m. T Germano Jardim

(req. by Maria Jardim)
12:00 noon 1 Sofia Mendiente Vizcaya
Spanish (req. by E. Martinez)

Please R.S.V.P.

for all weekend and Holy Day Masses, Stations of
the Cross and all Liturgies.

Rectory@sjcshelton.org
203-924-8611

FEBRUARY 28™, 2021

A MESSAGE FROM DAN HORSTMANN
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC

As we begin the Second Week in Lent, we hear
in today’s Gospel the following message: “This is
my beloved Son. Listen to him.” During our jour-
ney of Lent this year we must find ways to turn to
Jesus and open our ears and hearts to listen to where
He is calling us. The season of Lent is a wonderful
opportunity to take more time to pray, fast and give
alms. In other words, Lent is a time to renew your
own spirituality. Here at St. Joseph we have many
opportunities during Lent. Please take advantage, of
our unique Catholic traditions and, as Fr. Michael
has said, “have your plan for Lent!”

Please join us each Friday during Lent for Sta-
tions of the Cross in the Main Church at 7:00 p.m.
In addition, we are also holding our annual St Jo-
seph Parish Fish Fry for take-out only.

LIVESTREAM MASS - spread the word that
our Saturday 4:00 p.m. Mass and Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Mass at St. Joseph are live streamed on our Parish
Website (www.sjcshelton.org). If you are not able
to join the worshiping community in person, please
join us virtually and pray in real time. In addition,
recordings will be posted to Facebook and YouTube.

Stay Strong and Stay Safe! Please visit the web-
site: www.sjcshelton.org for more information.

Follow us on Social Media -Instagram/Facebook
- @SJCshelton

Please visit the website:
http://www.sjcshelton.org/music for more infor-
mation.

God Bless You and Your Families!

Marilyn Blodgett
Katie Conti Parish Office Assistant
Daniel Horstmann  Director of Music

Administrative Asst. & Bookkeeper

St. Joseph Parish Staff

(203) 924-8611
(203) 924-8611
(203) 924-9677

finance(@sjcshelton.org
rectory(@sjcshelton.org
Dan@SJCshelton.org
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FEBRUARY 28™, 2021

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Due to the increase in positive Covid-19 cases,
all Religious Education classes
will continue remotely.

The 15t Penance Workshop and Ceremony
previously scheduled in December have been
postponed until the Spring.

Dates will be announced.

If you have questions or need to meet in
person with the Religious Education Office,
please call and make an appointment.

Religious Education Office (203) 924-9677

QOur Lenten Sacrifice

Days of Abstinence — Ash Wednesday, all Fridays in|
Lent, and Good Friday for all who have reached thei
14" birthday, no meat can be taken.

Days of Fast — Ash Wednesday and Good Friday for
all who have reached their 18" birthday and have nof
as yet reached their 60™ birthday, a limit of one full
meatless meal.

Weekdays of Lent — No obligation to fast; however,
voluntary acts of self-denial are recommended.

Easter Duty Obligation — Must be made from the]
First Sunday in Lent, February 21%, through Trinity
Sunday, May 30™.

Self Denial — Is encouraged on a voluntary basis. Acts|
may include daily Mass, spiritual study, Lenten|
Devotions, the Rosary, Stations of the Cross and deeds|
of mercy and kindness.

Abstinence — No meat

Fast and Abstinence — 1 full meal (18 through 59), no
meat over 14 years old

Eucharistic Fast — 1 hour from foods and liquids

ADORATION
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament

takes place in the Eucharistic

Adoration Chapel on Tuesdays from _

1-7 p.m. and Fridays from 1-7 p.m. —

You are cordially invited to come and spend some
time with our Eucharistic Lord.

Please socially distance and wear masks.

CALENDAR OF SPIRITUAL ACTIVITIES
1" Comunidad de Oracion y Evangelizacion Hijos de
Maria Santisima (5:30 p.m., Rel. Ed. Meeting Rm.).

2" Eucharistic Adoration (1-7 p.m., Chapel).

Hispanic Charismatics (7 p.m., Upper Rm.).
5™ Women’s Bible Study (9:30 a.m., Rel. Ed.).
Holy Hour for the Dying (12:30 p.m., Chapel).
Eucharistic Adoration (1 -7 p.m., Chapel).
Hispanic Charismatics (6:30 p.m., Upper Rm.).
Stations of the Cross (7 p.m., Church).

6™ Sons of St. Joseph (Zoom(@) St. Joseph Parish
(6:30 a.m. — 8:00 a.m.).

MEETINGS AND EVENTS
4™ T.0.P.S. (6 p.m., Religious Ed. Mtg. Room).
5™ Fish Fry (5-8 p.m., Pastore Church Hall).
St. Joseph’s Men's Club (6:30 p.m., Upper Rm.).

Water and medicine never break a fast

Pates |

1l 1..0

|Remewmber’
Stations of the Cross, March 5, 12, 19, 26, April 2
St. Joseph Fish Fry, March 5, 12, 19 (take-out only).
Feast of St. Joseph Mass, March 19, 5:30 p.m.
Confirmation, March 26 at 6:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday, March 28.
Lenten Penance Service, March 29, 7-8 p.m.
Holy Thursday, April 1
Good Friday, April 2
Holy Saturday, April 3
Easter Sunday, April 4
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Weekend of February 20™ - February 21, 2021
Sunday Offertory $5,292.00
Online $ 3,143.00
Ash Wednesday $ 1,933.00
Snow Removal $ 806.00
Extra $ 540.00

Please remember St. Joseph Parish when preparing
your will. A legacy to the church eases your
tax burden and helps continue the good works
of our Parish.

We truly appreciate your generosity to the Parish!

For those watching our online Masses,
please remember to mail in your
contributions . For information regarding
“Online Giving” please visit
www.SJCshelton.org

Interested in becoming Catholic? Are
4
&% you an adult who was baptized in
another faith tradition but would like to
Do you want to
receive the sacraments you missed? Do
you have questions about what Catholics
believe? Then, RCIA might be just what you are
looking for. The Rite of Christian Initiation of
Adults is a process set up to prepare adults to join
or re-join the Catholic Church and receive the
sacraments.

The sessions include prayer, teachings on different
topics, along with time for questions and answers.
There are no textbooks and no test! Call the Parish
office (203-924-8611) for more information.

FEBRUARY 28™, 2021

oT. JOSEPH PARISH

<= FISH FRY

MAHI:H GTH @ 12T e 1gTH
9-8 pm

Clam Chowrd er, Fried Fish, Baked Fish,
Cole Slawr and Much More. .,

N fr-honse dmiu_gr.
Troke-oud ovders only.

50 [anmeonr Place * Shelron
Parish Hall {Lower Chorch)
M3-924-Kall

wrw 5] Cshelton.org
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The Mass Books for 2021 and 2022 are
available in the Rectory for you to
reserve Masses. Please see Mrs. Rose
Janik for available dates and times.

We Are Grateful For the Women and Men of
Health Care Who Have Been Called To Care

We stand in awe of your grace under pressure, your
dedication to serve, and your commitment to the
needs of others. We remain in prayerful support of
the work you do for the good of all. As we continue
to weather this storm together, please take the time to
care for yourself as you care for others.

Our God goes before you and will be with you; God
will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be
afraid; do not be discouraged. Deuteronomy 31:8
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Help Stop State Sponsored Suicide

Politicians in Hartford are again considering
assisted suicide legislation. The Public Health
Committee of the Connecticut General Assembly is
considering legalizing a form of suicide in our state
commonly referred to as "aid-in-dying" or
"physician-assisted suicide". The Committee has
raised House Bill 6425 An Act Concerning Aid in
Dying for Terminally Ill Patients!

Modern hospice care and the proper use of pain
medications render suicide unnecessary, and we
need to be mindful of the threat that a suicide
mentality poses to vulnerable people and to people
with disabilities.

Many people believe that a physician is deeply
involved in this process. This not true. The physician
orders the mixture of medications, the patient must
then consume the deadly cocktail of drugs without
assistance. Many times without even a physician or
nurse present.

We should never allow legislators to establish
suicide as a solution to medical issues. Don’t let the
state persuade us that it’s dignified for an ill person to
sign their own execution order. Don’t let the state
create an environment where ill people will feel they
have a “responsibility to die”.

Catholic teaching condemns physician-assisted suicide
because it, like murder, involves taking an innocent
human life:

Suicide is always as morally objectionable as murder.
The Church's tradition has always rejected it as a
gravely evil choice: To concur with the intention of|
another person to commit suicide and to help in
carrying it out through so-called "assisted suicide
means to cooperate in, and at times to be the actual
perpetrator of, an injustice which can never be
excused, even if it is requested. Saint Augustine writes
that "It is never licit to kill another: even if he should
wish it.”  True "compassion" leads to sharing
another's pain; it does not kill the person whose
suffering we cannot bear.

(John Paul 11, The Gospel of Life, no. 66).

TAKE ACTION: Go to the website below, read more
on the issue and then sign the petition to stop the
legalization of assisted suicide in Connecticut

www.ctstopsuicide.org
Connecticut Catholic Public Affairs Conference

FEBRUARY 28™, 2021

SPONSOR CERTIFICATE GUIDELINES

Our parish receives a number of requests for Sponsor
Certificates from people who have been asked to be a
Godparent at a Baptism or a Sponsor at a
Confirmation. This certificate verifies that you are an
active Catholic, a member of this parish and eligible
for this honor. Being a Godparent or a Sponsor is not
just a family or social relationship, as important as
these may be. It is a profound spiritual responsibility
which entails witness and commitment and there are
several requirements:

The Godparent/Sponsor is to be at least sixteen
years old.

He/she is to have received the Sacraments of Baptism,
Communion, and Confirmation.

If married, the Sponsor/Godparent must have been
married according to the laws of the Church.

For the Pastor to issue a Sponsor Certificate:
You are a currently registered member of the parish.
You worship here regularly.

You are requesting the Sponsor Certificate yourself;
please do not ask a parent, spouse or another
person to do this for you.

No Sponsor Certificates will be signed or issued
before or after weekend Masses.

Please call the Rectory to make an appointment
with Leslie Allaire at 203-924-8611.

Observances for the week of March 1, 2021
Wednesday: St. Katharine Drexel, Virgin
St. Casimir
World Day of Prayer

Next Sunday: 3" Sunday of Lent

Thursday:
Friday:

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION

If your address, email or family information
has changed, your parish membership information
needs to be updated
and can be done by contacting
the Parish Office at 203-924-8611.




