SAINT JOSEPH CHURCH

A RoMAN CATHoLIC COMMUNITY IN DANBURY
EIGHT ROBINSON AVENUE

DANBURY, CONNECTICUT 06810-5517
Rectory Telephone: (203)748-8177
Web Page: www.stjosephchurchdanbury.org

REVEREND SAMUEL V. ScoTT, M.Div., M.A., PASTOR
REVEREND DAVID W. FRANKLIN, M.Div., PAROCHIAL VICAR
REVEREND RAYMOND M. SCHERBA, M.DIV., IN RESIDENCE
REVEREND AUGUSTINE NGUYEN, M.DIV., IN RESIDENCE
DEACON DONALD J. NAIMAN

Public Masses are currently cancelled through
May 20, 2020, by mandate of the Diocese of
Bridgeport.

All scheduled Mass intentions will continue to
be honored and offered during the mandate as
private Masses.

The St. Joseph Rectory Office will be closed
for walk-in service during this time, but you
may call 203-748-8177, Monday through Fri-
day, from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, for pastoral
emergencies, Parish business, or for any other
inquiries.

We are currently live streaming these private
Masses: 12:05 PM daily Masses, 4:00 PM Vigil
Mass on Saturday, and 10:30 AM Sunday Mass
so you may watch online. Please visit our
website at www.stjosephchurchdanbury.org
for more information and for regular updates.

Registration: All parishioners are asked for-
mally to register with the Parish. Registration
is required to receive Parish mailings, sponsor
certificates, and Sacraments. Call the Rectory
Office for information or visit stjoseph-
churchdanbury.org.

Saint Joseph Church is wheelchair accessible. Parking for the physically challenged is located at the side of church.

We thank you for turning off all personal electronic devices before entering the church.



ST. JOSEPH’S

DANBURY

Saturday, May 23

8:00 AM
4:00 PM

Intentions of health care workers
Dec. of Sullivan Family—M/M F. Sullivan

Sunday, May 24

7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Anthony Martins—Fr. Franklin, Fr. Scott
Robert Lewis—Wife, Linda

Frances & Joseph DiDomenico-C. Milano
Joseph & Auria Justiniano—Family
Intentions of Parishioners

Monday, May 25 Memorial Day

7:00 AM

Philip Paoenessa—Son & Family
NO 12:05 PM Mass

Tuesday, May 26

7:00 AM
12:05 PM

Alan Cochran—Claire Maggio
Christine Killiany—Kathee Meerman

Wednesday, May 27

7:00 AM
12:05 PM

Int. of those affected by COVID-19
Margie Kerner (18th Ann.) - Kerner Family

Thursday, May 28

7:00 AM
12:05 PM

Intentions of health care workers
Int. of Rebecca Shost—Grandmother

Friday, May 29

7:00 AM
12:05 PM

Mary Mikucki—Family
Mary Mikucki—Family

Saturday, May 30

8:00 AM
4:00 PM

Mary Lou Vaughn—Rectory
C. Haight, C. Lathrop, J. Weincek—Marie

Sunday, May 31

7:30 AM
9:00 AM
10:30 AM
12:00 PM
5:00 PM

Anthony Zona—Rectory

Raul Fernandes—Ray & Maria Bento
Mary Lou Vaughn—Rectory

Richard Targett—Family

Intentions of Parishioners
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Sanctuary Candles

X
The Sanctuary Candles will burn this X
week in memory of Richard Targett

-| requested by his family.
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Please Pray For The Repose Of The Souls Of:

Lawrence Meyer Bridget Tomer

Anthony Zona

HAVE YOU

PRAYED TODAY?

Dear parishioners and friends of St. Joseph Parish:

Recently, Bishop Frank J. Caggiano an-
nounced a phased plan for resuming the public cele-
bration of Mass. The first phase is optional for each
parish, and it allows for Mass to be offered outdoors
or live streamed in church with the distribution of Holy
Communion outdoors.

A later phase, the feasibility of which depends
on what the novel coronavirus decides to do next, will
see Mass moved inside the church with a congrega-
tion limited to 50 attendees. Each parish needs to
determine how to implement these phases.

| am writing today to address a few points that
we need to consider as we resume public Masses:

* The Sunday obligation to attend Mass remains sus-
pended. Due to the limited number of people who
are allowed to gather, it will not be possible for every-
one to attend one of the parish Masses as we would
in ordinary circumstances.

* We are currently working on our parish plan. At this
time, | cannot give further details on how many
Masses we will be able to offer or the times of these
Masses.

* We will continue to live stream Mass which can be
seen on this homepage of our website in the
StreamSpot box.

* Everything moving forward depends on fulfilling the
following criteria:

1. The safety and protection of all on our campus.
2. The availability of volunteers to assist.

3. That all who gather are informed and accept the
procedures ensuring our individual and communal
safety.

4. That Mass is offered in a way that maintains good
order and reverence for God’s Word and Sacrament.

5. That a culture of excellence is fostered in our wit-
ness to Christ.

6. The availability of the necessary PPEs, cleansers,
and hand sanitizers.

7. The availability of housekeeping staff to clean and
sanitize before, between, and after Masses.

8. That federal, state, and city directives and policies
are honored.

9. That all diocesan guidelines are honored.
10. That all cleaning and sanitizing is documented.

Continued on next page.......
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Continued from previous page..........

Attendance at Mass, when it becomes possi-
ble, will require advanced registration, meaning you
will only be able to participate after having notified the
Rectory Office. Please be advised that this require-
ment is a safety measure and a necessary organiza-
tional step so that we can abide by the regulations
set forth and observe all safety protocols. In no way
do we want to exclude anyone. We will work and find
a way for you to sign up for these public Masses, and
we will do our best to keep it simple and equitable. In
the meantime, please be understanding and patient
with your fellow parishioners.

| can assure you that the Parish staff and | are
so appreciative of this opportunity to resume public
Masses. Atthe same time, this undertaking is a large
project to fulfill with grace and dignity, and it must be
handled with the utmost care and respect.

Devotedly in Christ,
Rev. Samuel V. Scaott

Pastor

2020 Annual Catholic Appeal
Renew

 Thank you to all of the Saint
Joseph Parish families who
have already made their gift or
pledge commitment to the
2020 Annual Catholic Appeal.

The most recent report, dated
May 19, 2020, indicates that
pledges in the amount of $73,945 (63%) have been
made against our parish goal of $117,000.

Please respond as soon as possible to Bishop
Caggiano’s invitation to participate in the 2020
Annual Catholic Appeal. It is an easy and effective
way to fulfill Jesus’ command to help “the least of my
children.”

Goal: $117,000
Number of families who have donated: 172
Amount raised thus far: $73,945

—

Live Streaming Mass Schedule

Monday-Friday: Daily Mass
12:05 PM

Saturday: Vigil Mass
4:00 PM

Sunday: Mass
10:30 AM

Please go to our website:
www.stjosephchurchdanbury.org and click
on StreamSpot live streaming.

Click on the

icon in the bottom right hand corner to see the
Mass full screen.

If you miss the live stream of the Mass you
may still go to the website, click on the
StreamSpot logo, then click on “previous
broadcasts” to find the Mass you would
like to view.

Now available on smartphones and
tablets!

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Cycle A
FIRST READING
Acts of the Apostles 1: 12-14

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
“I believe | shall see the good things of the Lord in the
land of the living.”
SECOND READING
1 Peter 4: 13-16

GOSPEL
John 17: 1-11a

ALL THOSE AFFECTED EY THE URONA‘JIUS
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD




SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

H%Farish Supp{:-rtf;i[
Y
Stewardship of Time, Talent, and Treasure
Worship Offerings

May 16—May 17, 2020

———1

$7,569.00

2020 Annual Parish Collection

Goal: $40,000
Amount Raised thus far:

$29,832.99

During this time of uncertainty due to the coronavirus,
please mail your regular offertory envelopes to St.
Joseph Rectory or give Online.

We truly depend on your help and assistance for
paying our staff and the upkeep of our church
operations.

Many thanks for your generous stewardship! May
God reward your generosity!

To sign-up for online giving, go to
www.stjosephchurchdanbury.org and click on the
Online Giving logo and create an account.

Carmen Buck
Religious Education Building
203-778-1920

Registration information for the 2020-2021 Religious
Education classes will be forthcoming. If you have
any questions, please email Mrs. Lynn Smierciak at
lasmierciak@gmail.com.

We will contact families regarding the Sacraments of
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion once
we are able to reschedule. Thank you for your pa-
tience and understanding.

Save the Date!
9th Annual
Knights of Columbus
Charity Golf Outing
Sept 23, 2020
Danbury’s Richter Park

== Enjoy a fun day of golf at
Danbury’s Richter Park while supporting the
Charitable Works of the McGivney Council #29
Knights of Columbus!

The outing is open to all men and women. Regis-
tration opens at 10:30 AM. Lunch will follow and
the Shotgun Start begins at

12:30PM.  Non-Golfers are wel- ‘

come to join for cocktails and din- “Iﬁy
ner at 5:30 PM. k

For more information contact:
KofC29@gmail.com or call 203-
744-9652.

Prayer for
Spiritual Communion

My Jesus, | believe that you are
present in the
Most Holy Sacrament.

Since | cannot at this moment receive you
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into
my heart.

| embrace you as if you were already there
and unite myself wholly to you.

Never permit me to be separated from you.

Amen.
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Prayer to Saint Michael the Archangel

St. Michael the Archangel,
defend us in battle.
Be our defense against the wickedness and snares of
the Devil.
May God rebuke him, we humbly pray,
and do thou,
O prince of the heavenly hosts,
by the power of God,
cast into hell Satan,
and all the evil spirits, who prowl about the world,
seeking the ruin of souls.
Amen

"SCHOOL NEWS— »

St. Joseph School News

To keep up with the latest School news, like us on
Facebook.

Visit our website www.sjsdanbury.org for information
on upcoming events.
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The Sacrament of Confession

Since the schedule for Confessions
has changed, as well as our avail-
ability to come together, you may
not be able to connect with your
priest for regular confession. Do
not despair---these are not normal circumstances.

During World War Il, at a time and place where the
Sacrament of Confession was not readily available, St.
Maximillian Kolbe exhorted faithful Catholics, "Whoever
can, should receive the Sacrament of Penance. Whoever
cannot, because of prohibiting circumstances, should
cleanse his soul by acts of perfect contrition.”

While we believe that the Sacrament of Confes-
sion gives us the fullness of God's mercy, we know that
God is never far from the one who seeks Him, and His
power to forgive extends far beyond the confessional. If
for these days the Sacrament of Confession is not able to
be scheduled, you can make a perfect contrition before
God. "Perfect” contrition comes from a pure love of God
above all else. "Such contrition remits venial sins; it also
obtains forgiveness of mortal sins if it includes the firm
resolution to have recourse to sacramental confession as
soon as possible" (CCC #1452). It is a prayerful way to
begin the process of receiving God's healing and mercy, a
process that will be culminated when you go to Confession
at a later time.

Part of this could include the words of the Act of
Contrition: "O my God, | am heartily sorry for having of-
fended Thee, and | detest all my sins because of Thy just
punishments, but most of all because they offend Thee,
my God, Who art all-good and deserving of all my love. |
firmly resolve, with the help of Thy grace, to sin no more
and to avoid the near occasions of sin. Amen."

Pope Francis approached the question this way
during his homily at Mass on March 20th:

“l know that many of you go to Confession before Easter...
Many will say to me: ‘But Father...I can’t leave the house
and | want to make my peace with the Lord. | want Him to
embrace me... How can | do that unless I find a priest?’

Do what the Catechism says. It’s very clear. If you don't
find a priest to go to Confession, speak to God. He’s your
Father. Tell Him the truth: ‘Lord. | did this and this and this.
Pardon me.’ Ask His forgiveness with all your heart with an
act of contrition, and promise Him, ‘afterward | will go to
confession.” You will return to God’s grace immediately.
You yourself can draw near, as the Catechism teaches us,
to God'’s forgiveness, without having a priest at hand.”

The Sacrament of Confession is the ordinary
means Christ has given us for receiving forgiveness for our
sins, and a regular reception of this Sacrament is a neces-
sary and beautiful part of our lives in Christ.

The Church recognizes that extraordinary circum-
stances sometimes arise which can limit our ready access
to this Sacrament, and thus provides accommodations and
suggestions for receiving God's mercy when access to the
Sacrament is impeded. Yet none of the accommodations
made during this extraordinary time should be understood
as obviating the need for Confession, especially when this
pandemic has passed.

The Prayer of Pope Francis during the pandemic:
Mary, Our Mother, Pray For Us

O Mary,
you always shine on our path
as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your
faith firm.

You, Salvation of the Roman People,
know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide
so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting
after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,
to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows
to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.

Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of
God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial,
but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and
blessed Virgin.

Daily Mass Readings:

EMonday, May 25: Easter Weekday, [St. Bede the
Venerable, Priest; St. Gregory Vil, Pope; St. Mary
Magdalene de Pazzi, Virgin]

B Acts 19: 1-8

8 Responsorial Psalm 68
Gospel: John 16: 29-33

8 Tuesday, May 26: St. Philip Neri, Priest
g Acts 20: 17-27

Responsorial Psalm 68
o Gospel: John 17: 1-11a

8 Wednesday, May 27: Easter Weekday,
Augqustine of Canterbury, Bishop]
Acts 20: 28-38

g8 Responsorial Psalm 68

8 Gospel: John 17: 11b-19

Thursday, May 28: Easter Weekday
g Acts 22: 30; 23: 6-11

g Responsorial Psalm 16
E Gospel: John 17: 20-26
g Friday, May 29: Easter Weekday
B Acts 25: 13b-21
Responsorial Psalm 103
Gospel: John 21: 15-19
E Saturday, May 30: Easter Weekday
EActs 28: 16-20, 30-31

[St.

Responsorial Psalm 11
g Gospel: John 21: 20-25



SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Saint Joseph Parish

Parish Office - Tel. (203) 748-8177, Fax (203) 748-2010
Email: recstjoseph@yahoo.com

Office Hours: Mon.— Fri., 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Office Manager: Ms. Carol Shepherd

Receptionist. Mrs. Kathee Meerman

Organist & Choir Director: Mr. Zacchaeus Lock
203-778-1920

Adult Choir: Mr. Zacchaeus Lock, 203-778-1920

Children’s Choir: Mr. Zacchaeus Lock, 203-778-1920

Altar Servers: Mrs. Kathee Meerman, 203-748-8177

Eucharistic Ministers: Kathee Meerman, 203-748-8177

Lectors: Mrs. Kathee Meerman, 203-748-8177

Ushers: Mr. George Ziegler, 203-743-1634

Saint Joseph Religious Education
Director of Religious Education : Mrs. Lynn Smierciak,
(203) 778-1920
Secretary: Mrs. Claire Anderson, 203-778-1920
R.C.LLA.: Mrs. Margaret Curran, 203-792-1132

Parish Contacts
Bereavement Ministry: Deacon Donald & Mrs. Stephania
Naiman, 203-748-8177
Catholic Charities of Northern Fairfield County Board
Member: Dr. Roger LaGratta: rlagratta@comcast.net
Lay Carmelites: Mrs. Joan Ledoux, 203-743-7813
Coffee Hour: Mrs. Anne Savino, 203-744-5567
Council of Catholic Women: Mrs. Barbara Whitlock
203-791-0232
Finance Committee Chairman: Mr. Gerald Palanzo, Jr.,
203-733-0124
Knights of Columbus: Mr. Tom Mahalik, 203-744-9562
Men’s Group: Mr. Mark Azzara, 203-947-4012
Parish Corporation Trustees:
Mr. George Godfrey, Ill, M.B.A.
Mrs. Constance LaGratta, M.A.
Parish Council: Mr. Joe Bromley, 203-300-7989
Contemplative Book Group: Mrs. Terri Stramiello
203-733-0465
Respect Life Group: Mrs. Anne Leclercq, 203-790-6074
Scouts (Boy): Dr. Gerald Gibson, 203-797-1788
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Saint Joseph School
Mr. Louis Howe, Jr., Principal
Office 203-748-6615—Fax 203-748-6508
Website: www.sjsdanbury.org
Home School Association: Mrs. Kate Gibowicz,
203-748-6615
Advisory Board President: Dr. John Pitrelli
203-748-6615

Please remember the sick of our Parish in your
prayers: Angela Almasy, Barbara Baker, Kelli
Barrett, Max Cassano, Irene Clark, Sheryl Fanelli,
Loralyn Gaughran, Anand Gokhale, Gavin King, Kaia
Lauro, Patricia Leggiadro, Marjorie Nodine, Teresa
O’Connor, Ethel Pancotti, Molly Riley, Catherine
Robinson, Rebecca Shost, Jeanne Soraghan, Mary
Ann Storms, Kenneth Towery, Holly Traccolla, and all
our parishioners currently in nursing homes,
hospitals, or confined to their homes.

: To Our Welcome Visitors: :
: Welcome to Saint Joseph Church! May this:
: be a sanctuary of peace and grace for you! If you:
:attend our parish on a regular basis, will you:
: consider registering with us? It is so helpful:
: whenever the need arises for special sacraments,:
: funeral masses, and sponsor certificates. Please:
: complete the lines below, drop it in any collection:
: basket and our staff will register you. And please:
: be sure to introduce yourself to one of the parish:
: priests. :
: ** Please help us to keep our list current by informing us :
: when we may remove a name. Thank you. :

PLEASE PRINT

EMr | Mrs | Ms | Mr & Mrs (circle one)
: Last Name:
: First Name(s):

: Address:
: City, State, ZIP:
: Home Tel:
: Buss Tel:

: E-mail:
: Primary Language Spoken:
EChiIdren (names, gender, & birthdates):

§I am interested in: (circle)

: Becoming a member of St. Joseph Parish
: First Communion / Baptism / Confirmation
: Youth Programs (8th — 12th Grade)

: Choirs:

: Adults

: Children

: Adult Religious Education

: Liturgy Attended:

[
------------------------------------------------------------------- -




ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS HERE

Contact Karen Gionet to place an ad today!
kgionet@4LPi.com or 800-888-4574 x3321

AMERIGO VESPUCCI LODGE
10 Christopher Columbus Aveniee = Danbury

Pasta Night Every Tuesday
ALL YOU CAN EAT = 5 - E-pm

$10% | s500 fg |

fages 11+ | foges &-100

LIS t'il"lB 9456
Ol 5 & ander FREE  wowrw soqesditaly,org

WILLIAM RAVEIS
Rl EXTATE = MORTGAGE = INEURARET
The Larpest Famidybwricd Real Estate Cormpas Rl
SUE FISHER
— Realtor —
C.203.470.9291
Sue Fisher@raveis.com
SueFisher.raveis.com
48 Mill Plain Rd., Danbury, CT
CHP Certified Homeownership Professional

catholicmaich’
Connecticut

- CatholicMatch.com/CT

WE’'RE HIRING
AD SALES EXECUTIVES

= Full Time: Positien with
Benefits

© = Sales Experience Preferred
= Paid Training
= Overnight Travel Required
* Expente Reimbursement
CONTALCT US AT
careers@4LPl.com
www . 4LPi.com/careers

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY

‘With a home sacurity systam monitored by ADT
professiznals 24 hours a day, 7 deys 8 week,
As an added benefit, installing & Security System may HOME SECURITY TEAM
gualify you far a Homeownars Insurance discount.

CALL NOW! 1-888-862-6429

s
il

Sign up to have our weekly parish bulletin
emailed to you at www.parishesonline.com

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com

St. Joseph, Danbury, CT 03-0283



