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ﬁQJSunday Reflection

In the year 431 at the Council of Ephesus, the
Church declared Mary to be Theotokos, which is
Greek for “Mother of God” or “God Bearer.” The
Church did this because in that same century a great
heresy had broken out. A priest named Anastasius had
publicly declared that Mary was the Mother of Jesus
Christ, but not the Mother of God. What he was say-
ing, effectively, was that Jesus was not God. Anasta-
sius just could not believe that Jesus could be born of
a woman, walk the earth, suffer and die on a cross and
remain God at the same time. And so, for Him, Mary
could not be the Mother of God.

However, Mary is the Mother of God. She is
the Mother of God, because she is the Mother of Je-
sus, who is God. And she is the only one who, along
with God the Father, can say to Jesus, “You are my
Son.” God had predestined her from all eternity to
bear His Son, and He could not have created a more
perfect mother.

And Mary is also Mother of the Eucharist, be-
cause that same Son of Mary, that same Jesus — her
own flesh and blood — is the same God who comes to
us on this altar at every Mass. The same Jesus whom
Mary bore in her womb is the same God in the Eucha-
rist. The same Jesus who lay in a manger is the same
God in the Eucharist. The same Jesus who walked on
earth, preached in Galilee and healed the sick is the
same God in the FEucharist. The same Jesus who suf-
fered and died on the Cross is the same God in the Eu-
charist. The same Jesus who sits at the right hand of
the Father in glory is the same God in the Eucharist.
Jesus in the crib, Jesus on the Cross, Jesus on the altar.
It is the same Jesus who still loves us and wants to be
with us.

Whenever we receive the Body of Christ, we
receive the body conceived and carried, formed and
nourished by His Mother, Mary. One spiritual writer
says, “It is impossible for this relation in the flesh be-
tween Mother and Son ever to be broken, because
traces of her are always in His flesh.” And so just as
there can be no God Incarnate without Mary, there can
be no Eucharist without Mary.

What a gift and a mystery! And how fitting it
is, then, that we at St. Ann Parish pray the Hail Mary
three times at the conclusion of every Mass.

Reflexion del Domingo?

En el afio 431 en el Concilio de Efeso la Igle-
sia declar6 a la Virgen Maria como “Theotokos™, en
griego “LA MADRE DE DIOS” o “llevar a Dios”. La
Iglesia hizo esto porque ese mismo siglo se despertd
una herejia. El Sacerdote llamado Anastasio declar6
publicamente que Maria es la Madre de Cristo, pero
no la Madre de Dios. Lo que en efecto estaba diciendo
es que Jesus no es Dios. Anastasio no podia creer que
Jesus pudiera nacer de mujer, caminar en la tierra, su-
frir y morir en la Cruz, y ser Dios al mismo tiempo. Y
para El, Maria no podria ser la Madre de Dios.

Sin embargo, Maria es la Madre de Dios. Ella
la madre de Dios, porque Ella es la Madre de Jesus,
quién es Dios. Y Ella es la unica quién junto con Dios
Padre, le puede decir a Jesus “Tu eres mi Hijo.” Dios
la predestiné desde toda la eternidad tener Su Hijo, y
El no pudo crear una madre mas perfecta.

Y Maria es la Madre de la Eucaristia, porque el
mismo Hijo de Maria, el mismo Jesus — su propia car-
ne y sangre — es el mismo Dios quién viene a nosotros
en el altar en cada Misa. El mismo Jests quien Maria
tuvo en su vientre es el mismo Dios en la Eucaristia.
El mismo Jests quien ésta en el pesebre es el mismo
Dios en la Eucaristia. El mismo Jestis que camind en
la tierra, predico en Galilea y cur6 a los enfermos, es
el mismo Dios en la Eucaristia. El mismo Jestus que
estd sentado a la derecha del Padre en la Gloria es el
mismo Dios en la Eucaristia. Jesus en la cuna, Jesus
en la Cruz, Jesus en el altar. Es el mismo Jests que
nos ama y quiere estar con nosotros.

Cuando recibimos el Cuerpo de Cristo, recibi-
mos el mismo cuerpo concebido, llevado, formado y
alimentado por su Madre Maria. En escritor espiritual
dice: “Es imposible que esta relacion de la carne entre
Madre e Hijo algun dia se rompa, porque rastros de
ella estdn siempre en su carne. Y asi como no puede
haber Dios encarnado sin la Maria, tampoco no puede
haber Eucaristia sin Maria.

Que misterio y regalo! Y que adecuado que
nosotros en la Parroquia Santa Ana rezamos tres Ave
Maria al final de cada Misa.
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Director Amy Baker

Religious Education office hours are
Tuesday 2pm —5pm
Friday—4:30pm—=6:30pm

Saturday 12noon—5pm

T Relicieus

/% EnicaTion

NO CLASSES DEC. 26 & Jan 2
We do invite everyone Sunday
DEC. 26th to the Family 9am Mass

Sacrament of Baptism
Those requesting a Baptism please con- o
tact parish office or Father Elio to set up | =%
meeting and date for Baptism. It is re- —a/
quired that parents participate in a Pre- é_}

Baptismal class. Classes are held on
Monday evenings by Deacon John Piatak at. Regis-
tration is required by calling the parish office.

Need a Space to hold your event?
We can accommodate you !

We are renting St. Ann’s Gym for Convent Basement
or any type of event you may be having.

Gym holds up to 300 people.

Please contact the office for more information
203-368-1607 or email office@stannblackrock.com

Ministry to the Sick or Homebound

Please call the parish office if you or someone you know is
ill or homebound and desires to receive the Eucharist or a
visit from a priest or one of our Extraordinary Ministers of
the Eucharist.

(e St. Ann’s Men’s Group!

WILL NOT MEET IN DECEMBER WILL-
RESUME IN JANUARY 2022 Meets in the
rectory basement every 1ST & 3rd WEDS
from 6:30-7:30 PM. All men of our parish
L ) are invited to join.

aﬁ’e(mf@ e{

iyl Mawe - Deeanten 5]
4:00 pmv — EnglishVigihMoss

7:00 ppv — SpomisnVigil-Masgy

400 pm = English Vigil Moy

fanuary 2
9:00 v — English
1130 oy —  Spanish

W) / //// St. Ann Parish office will be closed

A ‘!/ 90 Parish Office Closed

=N\

=00

= /%ﬂ/ December 31—January 3rd .

Attention Shoppers!

St. Ann’s receives .5% of your pur-
chases when you shop AmazonSmile,
using our unique link:
www.amazon-stann.com

SAINT ANN CHURCH

il
amazon

e sam Amazom gves

FROM THE CATHOLIC WAR

VETERANS POST #1466
“Thank you to all for the Food Donations to
the Veterans Pantry for Thanksgiving. The
abundance of food was greatly appreciated by
them.”
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John Paul II’s prayer to the
Child Jesus for Christmas Day

O Child, who willed to have for your crib a manger; O
Creator of the universe, who stripped yourself of divine
glory; O Redeemer, who offered your vulnerable body in
sacrifice for the salvation of humanity!May the radiance of
your birth light up the night of the world. May the power
of your message of love thwart the proud snares of the evil
one. May the gift of your life make us understand ever mo-
re clearly the worth of the life of each human being.Too

much blood is still being shed on the earth! Too
much violence and too many conflicts trouble the
peaceful coexistence of nations!'You come to
bring us peace. You are our peace! You alone
can make of us “a people purified” and belon-
ging to you for ever, a people “zealous for
good deeds” (Tit 2:14).For to us a Child is
born, to us a son is given! What an unfathoma-
ble mystery is hidden in the humility of this
Child! We would like to touch him; we would
like to embrace him.You, Mary, who kept watch
over your all-powerful Son, grant us your eyes to con-
template him with faith; grant us your heart to worship him
with love.In his simplicity, the Child of Bethlehem teaches
us to rediscover the real meaning of our existence; he tea-
ches us “to live sober, upright and godly lives in this
world” (Tit 2:12).0 Holy Night, so long awaited, which
has united God and man for ever! You rekindle our hope.
You fill us with ecstatic wonder. You assure us of the
triumph of love over hatred, of life over death.For this
reason we remain absorbed in prayer.In the luminous silen-
ce of your Nativity, you, Emmanuel, continue to speak to
us. And we are ready to listen to you. Amen

Oracion de Juan Pablo 11 al Niiio Jesus dia de Navidad

Oh nifio, que querias tener un pesebre para tu cuna; Oh
Creador del universo, que te has despojado de la gloria
divina; {Oh Redentor, que ofreciste tu cuerpo vulnerable
en sacrificio por la salvacion de la humanidad! Que el es-
plendor de tu nacimiento ilumine la noche del mundo. Que
el poder de tu mensaje de amor pueda frustrar los orgullo-
sos cordones del malvado. Que el regalo de tu vida nos
haga comprender cada vez mas claramente el valor de la

vida de cada ser humano. jTodavia se derrama dema-
siada sangre en la tierra! jDemasiada violencia y
demasiados conflictos perturban la coexistencia
pacifica de las naciones! Ven y traenos la paz.
Eres nuestra paz! Solo ti puedes hacernos
“un pueblo limpio” y pertenecer a ti para
siempre, un pueblo “celoso de las buenas
obras” (Tit 2:14).;Para nosotros nace un ni-
flo, para nosotros se da un nifio! jQué miste-
rio insondable se esconde en la humildad de
este Nifio! Nos gustaria tocarlo; nos gustaria
abrazarlo. Tu, Maria, que cuida a tu Hijo todopo-
deroso, concédenos tus ojos para contemplarlo con fe;
danos tu corazén para adorarlo con amor. En su simplici-
dad, el Hijo de Belén nos enseiia a redescubrir el verdadero
significado de nuestra existencia; nos ensefia “a vivir una
vida sobria, recta y divina en este mundo” (Tit 2:12). jOh
noche santa, tan esperada, que uni6 a Dios y al hombre
para siempre! Reaviva nuestra esperanza. Nos llenas de
maravilla extatica. Nos asegura el triunfo del amor sobre el
odio, de la vida sobre la muerte. Por esta razén, permane-
cemos absortos en la oracion. En el silencio luminoso de tu
Natividad, t4, Emmanuel, sigue hablando con nosotros. Y
estamos listos para escucharte. Amén!

FORMACION DE LA FE~ reled@stannblackrock.com

2 Necesitas un espacio para realizar tu

Damos la bienvenida a nuestra nueva directora de for-

macion de la fe : Amy Baker
El horario de oficina de Educacién Religiosa:

Martes 2:00pm—>5pm

Viernes: 4:30 pm— 6:30 p.m T Refiions
Sabado de 12:00pm - 5:00pm % EDUCATION

NO HAY CLASES DIC. 19,26 y 2 de enero

Invitamos a todos el domingo 26 de Diciembre a la
misa familiar de las 9 a. M. o 11:30am en Espanol

Te han pedido ser Padrino o Madrina?

Si deseas ser padrino o madrina de Bautismo o Confirmacion
debes cumplir con los siguientes requisitos: Estar registrado
en la parroquia; ir a Misa todos los domingos en St. Ann,
ayudar cada uno segun su capacidad de contribuir a las nece-
sidades materiales de la Iglesia; ser mayores de 16 afios; te-
ner todos los Sacramentos de iniciacion, y si eres casado de-
be ser bajo las leyes de la Iglesia Catdlica. Llama a la oficina
con anticipacion de 3 meses antes de la fecha del Bautizo/
Confirmacion para marcar una cita con los sacerdotes. Estas
son las reglas de la Iglesia Catdlica que aparecen en el li-
bro “Catecismo de la Iglesia Catolica 2042; Codigo de la
Ley Canodnica 874”.

evento?

iPodemos Rentarle el Salon!

Estamos alquilando el gimnasio de St. Ann o el séta-
no del convento para cualquier tipo de evento que
pueda tener.

El gimnasio tiene capacidad para 300 personas.
Comuniquese con la oficina para obtener mas infor-
macion al 203-368-1607 o envie un correo electronico
office(@stannblackrock.com

Attention Holiday Shoppers!

St. Ann’s receives .5% of your pur-
wiing chases when you shop AmazonSmile,
amazon using our unique link:

o shop e WWW.AINAZON-Stann.com

SAINT ANN CHURCH
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MASS INTENTIONS OFFERTORY
SAT. DEC.25 VIGIL, HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, Immaculate Conception Mass 12/8 $846.00
MARY & JOSEPH
4:00 PM For the conversion of Sinners Weekly Regular Offertory (12/12/21)
4:00pm Vigil Mass $399.00,
SUN. DEC.26 HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY 0-00am Sunday Mass $7.032.00
& JOSEPH 11:30am Sunday Mass $1,067.00
9:00 AM + William King by M. O’ Byrne ' Y by
11:30 AM  Pedro Nicanor Amezquita Vargas by Es- Total $ 2,498.00
posa y Hijos
MON. DEC. 27 SAINT JOHN ZRNID pollection—Retirement Fund for $808.00
- - - eligious.
8:00 AM  + Kevin Downing by L. Vega Children's Envelopes $154.00
TUE. DEC.28 THE HOLY INNOCENTS ONLINE GIVING $754.00
8:00 AM Liam O’Byrne by M. O’Byrne Mailed Envelopes $885.00
Candles $296.00
WED. DEC.29 CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY
St. Ann Corner Store $105.00
8:00 AM  Those unemployed find Work
THU. DEC. 30 CHRISTMAS WEEKDAY
- - Due to the early bulletin deadlines, the offertory report will be
8:00 AM  + Thomas King Sr. by M. O’Byrne delayed. Thank you for your generous support!
FRL.  DEC.31 SOLEMNITY OF MARY MOTHER The Parish of St. Ann receives no outside financial support.
OF GOD We rely entirely on your generosity to meet our many ex-
8:00 AM NO MASS penses. Every contribution furthers our parish’s mission of
faith, worship and service. Thank you for supporting your
4:.00 PM  + Jim McCarthy by His Family parish.
7:00 PM  St. Ann Parishioners
/
SAT. JAN.1 VIGIL, EPIPHANY OF THE LORD THANK YOU !
100 PM_+ Charles Gabriel by MadeTine & Siobban All who attended, volunteered, supported and
' Donated for Bingo on Dec. 12th our Total
SUN. JAN.2  EPIPHANY OF THE LORD collection for this event $2,534.50
9:00 AM + Edward Casey by K & M Cheney
11:30 AM  Por todas las almas en el purgatorio y

ante pasado ofrece H. Paulina Bernard y
Maria M. DelRosario

Por las intenciones de Yanela Santos, pro-
teccion de su familia, hogar y esposo.

St. Ann_Parish Prayer Line

5 Linda Sachs  203—332-0053
Calls with your intentions and prayer requests are
preferred between 5:00 & 6:00 PM.

St. Ann Corner Store
Located in the front left of the church, open
% for 30 mins. after all weekend Masses. Reli- #
L~ gious books, statues, crucifixes, jewelry, Q
prayer cards, rosaries, etc.

Online Giving ®
Please consider our Online Giving Program. e
Register on our parish website by clicking the [ﬁ ;
Online Giving Logo. The system is secure and i#5
private; registration is quick and _E

A Ocline

easy. If you have any questions,
‘ ‘ Giving - please contact the Parish Office.

SCAMN ME

Remembering Your Loved Ones

If you would like to remember your loved during
mass our MASS INTENTIONS BOOK IS OPEN
FOR 2022. Please call the office 203-368-1607 email
office(@stannblackrock.com or Stop by during office

hours.

Si desea recordar a su ser querido durante la misa, nuestro
LIBRO DE INTENCIONES DE MISA ESTA ABIERTO PARA
2022. Por favor llame a la oficina al 203-368-1607, envie un
correo electronico a office@stannblackrock.com o visitenos du-

rante el horario de oficina.




e Ty Sign, Installation & Maintenance | | SEPERACK & COMPANY, LLC. GAY 7
w Bamygges: . ’ erving
lr"“"f._lm"t Services for Landscapes & Lawns Andrew Seperack, CPA, Parishioner LES KO & PO LKE FuneraL HoME Sfamilies
Specinlizing in Individual & Business Tax Preparation > SMAT 5 5 9
203.333.2003 pecializing Hl{ s Represntation p PRE-PLANNING & CREMATION SERVICES si:: :;;:;0”
7-9 Isaac St., Norwalk * 203-855-9485
.AustinGanimLand: Design. Email: andy@sbmainc.com
Lf&IBH/600.220 WWWASCP}L(I';CI(CPELCCOCT(I: 1209 POSt Road
Parente-Lauro Falrﬂelq, Connecticut 06824
Funeral Home, Inc. office: 203-256-8988
599 Washington Avenue « Bridgeport - ol
Proudly Family Owned & Operated Since 1940 e mall 1 LeSkOPOIkeFH@GOI.Com
Michael J. Parente » Michele Parente i .
03 Frente - e Barente website: www.LeskoPolkeFuneralHome.com
o SOLUTIONS . i STEVE BASSO
SOLUTIONS -
Sick Children Seen Est. 1948
At Home Family Owned PLUMBING +~HEATING A/ C
203-893-5394

& Operated

www.pediatrichousecallsolutions.com

v s || R R 209-335-0224

4./ RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL INFOGBASSOPHAC.COM

RN ’_1‘ MUNICIPAL - APARTMENTS (| BASSOPHAC.COM
e Back to Mass
THE

LA
FUNERAL HOME, INC.

2496 North Ave * Bridgeport

203-335-2342

Pre-Arrangements &
Pre-Financing are Available

J St Joseph High School
la On A Mission for More
N sjcadets.org oy

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight ta your emaill
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ADVERTISE HERE NbW!

Contact Justin Cooper
to place an ad today!
jcooper@4LPi.com or
(800) 477-4574 x7903

: -
" ._.-_..

* Paid Training
* Some Travel
* Work-Life Balance

= 5 |
* Full-Time with Benefits © ADT-Monitored Home Security 1
* Serve Your Community ™= Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust :

I.E' Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Church Support 1-800-888-4574 e www.4lpi.com St. Ann, Bridgeport, CT 03-0286

® Flood Detection

® Carbon Monoxide




