
�

    REGISTRATION OR  �

  CHANGE OF ADDRESS�

   �

�

Welcome to Saint John the Baptist Parish !�

If you would like to register or you have changed �

your address, please fill out the  following information 

and submit it to the parish office.�

�

Name: ______________________________________�

�

Address: ____________________________________�

�

                ____________________________________�

�

Telephone Number: __________________________�

�

Email: _____________________________________�

    

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays at 3:00 pm or by appointment  

�

BAPTISM  

Baptisms are usually held  

after the Sunday 10:00 am Mass  

�

MARRIAGE  

Please contact either priest at the rectory  

at least 12 months before the desired date  

of the wedding so as to make arrangements. 

�

Ministries 

 

Safe Environment Coordinator  

Kathleen Mondor  

�

Music Ministry 

     Christopher Depasse      Andy Newton                             

     Kristen Depasse                 Ralph Pignatore                   

     Amanda Lambert                 Ken Wood                                  

Parish Office and Rectory  

 

121 Blaine Ave., East Brookfield, MA 01515  

Tel.: 508-867-3738     Fax: 508-867-3301  

Email: stjohnseb01515@verizon.net  

Website: stjohnsebma.org 

Church: 131 Blaine Ave., E. Brookfield, MA  

01515�

Staff 

 

Rev. William Schipper– Administrator  

Rev. Donald C. Ouellette—Associate Pastor  

                        Donna Stockman, Secretary 

 Mary Gershman, Religious Education Facilita-

tor 

                       Religious Education email: 

             religiouseducationst.john@gmail.com  

   

                                              MASSES   

    WEEKENDS:  

             SATURDAYS: 4:00 PM   SUNDAYS: 10:00 AM�

            DAILY: MONDAYS AND TUESDAYS  AT 8:30AM 

                   AT ST. JOSEPH’S, NORTH BROOKFIELD    

             DAILY: THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS AT 8:30AM  

                     AT ST. JOHN’S, EAST BROOKFIELD �

            HOLY DAY MASSES: 8:30AM ST. JOSEPH’S 

                                                   7:00PM ST. JOHN’S  �

�

 Food Pantry 

St. Joseph’s Church Food Pantry  

  (also serving residents of East Brookfield) 

   Address: 296 Main St., North Brookfield 

 

December schedule:                                                          

Details for food distribution can be found  

on the inside of the bulletin. 

��

�

��

��

St. John �

the Baptist�

Parish�



�

S�. J��� ��	 B����� P����       F	��� �� ��	 E������                                       J��. 3, 2021 �

Readings for the week of January 3, 2021 �

�

Sunday:        Is 60:1�6/Ps 72:1�2, 7�8, 10�11, 12�13 [cf. 11]/�

                      Eph 3:2�3a, 5�6/Mt 2:1�12 �

Monday:       1 Jn 3:22�4:6/Ps 2:7bc�8, 10�12a [8ab]/�

                       Mt 4:12�17, 23�25 �

Tuesday:       1 Jn 4:7�10/Ps 72:1�2, 3�4, 7�8 [cf. 11]/�

                       Mk 6:34�44 �

Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11�18/Ps 72:1�2, 10, 12�13 [cf. 11]/�

�    Mk 6:45�52 �

Thursday:     1 Jn 4:19�5:4/Ps 72:1�2, 14 and 15bc, 17 �

�    [cf. 11]/Lk 4:14�22a �

Friday:          1 Jn 5:5�13/Ps 147:12�13, 14�15, 19�20 [12a]/�

�    Lk 5:12�16 �

Saturday:      1 Jn 5:14�21/Ps 149:1�2, 3�4, 5 and 6a and 9b�

                       [cf. 4a]/Jn 3:22�30 �

Next Sunday: Is 42:1�4, 6�7/Ps 29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 [11b]/�

                       Acts 10:34�38/Mk 1:7�11 or Is 55:1� 11/�

                        Is 12:2�3, 4bcd, 5�6 [3)]/1 Jn 5:1�9/Mk 1:7�11 �

                    Sacraments and other events�

�

Sat., Jan. 2, 2021            �

4:00 pm   Linda and Steve Bauman & family, �

                req. by the Leonard family�

Sun., Jan. 3, 2021�

10:00am   For all the parishes in our diocese,�

� req. by the parish�

  �

�

Mon. Jan. 4, 2021�

8:30 am  Mass at St. Joseph’s, N. Brookfield�

�

Tues. Jan. 5, 2021 �

8:30 am  Mass at St. Joseph’s, N. Brookfield�

��

Wed. Jan. 6, 2021 �

No Wed. Masses at either St. John’s or St. Joseph’s.�

Masses in the nearby parishes: �

8:00 am Mass, Mary, Queen of the Rosary in Spencer�

8:00 am Mass, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, �

                        W. Brookfield�

������

Thurs., Jan. 7, 2021�

8:30 am    For all missionaries, req. by the parish�

Fri., Jan. 8, 2021 �

8:30 am   For Berniece Chevarie, (Fr. Don’s cousin)�

                req. by her husband Dolphe�

�

Sat., Jan. 9, 2021            �

4:00 pm   For George and Cecile Chapdelaine,�

                 req. by the family�

Sun., Jan. 10, 2021�

10:00am   For  Ernest Berthiaume (2nd anniv.)�

                 req. by Priscilla Berthiaume�

Afraid of the Light? 

�

  “Where is that thing?” mumbled Bob as he searched 

frantically on his dimly lit desk for the current electric 

bill. “I know I put it right on top of these papers this 

morning!” Growing in frustration and bordering on  

anger, he flies stuff around, moves books and opines 

why simple tasks need to be so hard. Enter his wife, 

who calmly says, “Maybe it would help if you put the 

light on, dear.” The desk light goes on and lo and     

behold, there is the electric bill right where Bob left it 

earlier. All it took was a little light! �

  We stubbornly refuse to turn on the lights! Either we 

are distracted, determined, disinterested, preoccupied, 

stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the above. Or perhaps, 

we fail to do the obvious. We would rather live our 

lives with the dimmest of lights or even in total       

darkness. Why are we afraid to do something so that we 

can actually see? It might help us to find quicker and 

better answers to problems, the meaning of life,        

relationships, happiness, and what is ultimate truth. Yet, 

we stumble along, moving things from one side to the 

other, getting angry, feeling cheated, being unsettled, 

resigning ourselves to the agony of defeat once again. �

  “And behold, the star that they had seen at its rising 

preceded them, until it came and stopped over the place 

where the child was.” The light has come into the world 

in the person of Jesus Christ! We no longer have to 

fumble in the darkness. We have been gifted with the 

illumination we need to see our way through things and 

find what we really are looking for. All these years   

later, however, so many are still reluctant to accept him. 

Perhaps they are unconvinced, disinterested,             

preoccupied, stubborn, apprehensive, or all of the 

above.  Everyone has their own reason for not  wanting 

to turn on the switch. �

  But there are so many answers to so many of our  

problems in this humble Child of Nazareth. A simple 

birth teaches us about God’s tender wedded relationship 

with humanity. It speaks to the expanse of God’s      

salvation across the globe, and the incarnate Divine 

wonders and blessings that are a part of our life moment 

to moment. It calls us to understand the design of world 

order God intended as found in the Beatitudes, the    

sacredness of every human life and all of creation and 

the meaning of things we struggle with most, like     

suffering and death. We have a lot of Good News to 

share, not just with a privileged few but with all the 

world. All races and creeds can receive God’s healing 

word. God continues to manifest himself even now! 

Use the light to find what you are really looking for!  �

                                            ©LPi �

               A Christmas Thank You�

�

 Fr. Don, Fr. Bill, Fr. Rich and Fr. George 

would like to thank all parishioners who 

offered each of them wonderful Christmas 

gifts, food, cards, and good wishes during this              

Christmas season.  They ask that God bless each of 

those parishioners greatly for their thoughtfulness, 

kindness, and generosity !�



�

� �

�

                       �

�  �

           �

S�. J��� ��	 B����� P����               F	��� �� ��	 E������                               J��. 3, 2021 �

 Scratch Tickets Raffle�

�

 We are having a new fundraiser for 

January, a Scratch Ticket Raffle.  The 

Grand Prize will be a book of 50 $30.00 

scratch tickets.  The 2nd prize is $200, 

and the 3rd prize is $100.  Chances are $20.00.  If you 

would like more tickets, please call the parish office.  

Given the current season, remember that this would 

make a great present.  �

��

    The deadline for the ticket returns is Friday, Jan. 29

th

.  

The drawing will take place on Sunday, Jan. 31

st

.   �

Religious Ed. Upcoming Schedule�

�

Jan. 3rd� no classes�

Jan. 10th� 9am Grade 9/10 �

                      and 11am Grade 2�

Jan. 17th� 9am Grade 7�

Jan. 24� 9am  Grade 9/10 �

                           and 11am Grade 2�

Wise Men See God in the Simple Things�

  If you’re on social media, you have probably seen a 

meme going around that features this quote: “God has a 

plan for your life. The enemy has a plan for your life. Be 

ready for both. Just be wise enough to know which one 

to battle and which one to embrace.”�

  There were certainly two competing plans for the    

Magi: God’s and Herod’s. And, wise as they supposedly 

were, it wasn’t entirely easy for the Magi to discern 

which was which.�

  After all, Herod posed as a friend. He offered the Magi 

hospitality and kindness. Though the Gospel doesn’t say 

so, he probably flattered them and appealed to every 

moral weakness he could observe in them. In his palace, 

they must have felt great physical comfort � rest and 

tables of plenty on what was an otherwise long and 

treacherous journey.�

  But if the Magi were honest with themselves, I’ll bet 

they would have admitted that, regardless of Herod’s 

charm, they felt a gnawing sense of doubt while in his 

presence. When they looked upon the Christ Child, born 

in a stable without any of the comforts of the world or 

protections of wealth, they probably felt the opposite. 

They probably felt safe.�

  The Magi were lucky enough to have the right plan 

spelled out for them in a dream, but for the rest of us, 

it’s enough to remember this: God’s plan is often the 

one that leads us to places of great simplicity, great hu-

mility and great love. Let’s have the wisdom to view 

power with suspicion, and innocence with admiration.�

�� Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

Parish Support 

 

December 19�20, 2020�

�

Weekly � � � � � � � � � � �� $  1,073.00�

Christmas� � � � � � � � �  $� �   215.00�

Fuel� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � $� � �  �10.00� � � � � � � � � � � � ��

Monthly � � � � � � � � � � �$� � �983.00� � � � � � � � � � �����

Christmas Flowers � $� �    60.00� � � � � � � � � � ���

Giving Tree� � � � � � � � $� � � �40.00�

Food Pantry� � � � � � � �$� � �150.00�

Toys for Joy� � � � � � � �$� � � 25.00��

 

     Thank you for your continued support !        �

  Legacy of Hope Update �

�

                       Our parish has received pledges totaling    �

                    $ 56,315.00.  If you have yet to make 

your pledge, please complete the donor’s card and 

mail it  directly to the Diocese.  You may also drop it 

off at the rectory or place it in the collection basket.  

We thank those who have already made their pledge 

in this campaign. �
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J. Henri Morin & Sons 
Funeral Homes

Alfred & Jarrett Morin, Funeral Directors

www.morinfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned Since 1900

 Spencer-Leicester    (508) 885-3992

Lusignan’s 
Auto Body

ROGER LUSIGNAN, 
Owner/Parishioner

Hm: 508-867-6016
Bus: 508-867-7885

West Main Street, Route 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515

COUNTRY
AUTO BODY, INC.
 • Expert Collision Repair
 • Cooper Tires in Stock
 • Alignments
 • Brakes-Shocks-Struts-Exhaust
 • Propane Tank Filling Station
69 Donovan Rd • North Brookfield

508-867-9736
Casual Waterfront Dining

Friday Nights in the bar
acoustic music 7-10

308 East Main Street East Brookfield
774-449-8333 308lakeside.com

Open 7 days 11am- close

866-753-5429

Make Us Your First Choice 
for Your Rehabilitation

 • SHORT TERM REHAB 
 • SKILLED NURSING
 • RESPITE CARE
 • MEMORY CARE

88 Masonic Home Rd.
Charlton, MA

We provide free estimates & offer the  
following professional landscaping services.

 LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE & FERTILIZING
Hardscaping: Walls, Walks & Patios, Fences  
Planting design & Installation • Waterfalls & 

Fish Ponds • Dumpsters for Rent
DENNIS • 774-696-7267

Brunelle and Sons 
Landscaping Inc.

508-885-1088

VARNUM
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

Marc A. Varnum, Director
43 E. Main St. W. Brookfield  |  508-867-2885

varnumfuneralhome.com

140 MAIN ST., SPENCER
508-885-9343

TV’S, APPLIANCES, TOYS & BIKES
www.WhitcoSales.com

Diamonds • Watches • Gifts
136 Main St. • Spencer

508-885-3385 | www.cormierspencer.com
We offer a wide variety of elegant jewelry

& fashionable costume jewelry.
We can also special order & custom design something 

just for you.

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444


