
�

    REGISTRATION OR  �

  CHANGE OF ADDRESS�

   �

�

Welcome to Saint John the Baptist Parish !�

If you would like to register or you have changed �

your address, please fill out the  following information 

and submit it to the parish office.�

�

Name: ______________________________________�

�

Address: ____________________________________�

�

                ____________________________________�

�

Telephone Number: __________________________�

�

Email: _____________________________________�

    

 

SACRAMENTS 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION  

Saturdays at 3:00 pm or by appointment  

�

BAPTISM  

Baptisms are usually held  

after the Sunday 10:00 am Mass  

�

MARRIAGE  

Please contact either priest at the rectory  

at least 12 months before the desired date  

of the wedding so as to make arrangements. 

�

Ministries 

 

Safe Environment Coordinator  

Kathleen Mondor  

�

Music Ministry 

     Christopher Depasse      Andy Newton                             

     Kristen Depasse                 Ralph Pignatore                   

Parish Office and Rectory  

 

121 Blaine Ave., East Brookfield, MA 01515  

Tel.: 508-867-3738     Fax: 508-867-3301  

Email: stjohnseb01515@verizon.net  

Website: stjohnsebma.org 

Church: 131 Blaine Ave., E. Brookfield, MA  

01515�

Staff 

 

Rev. William Schipper– Administrator  

Rev. Donald C. Ouellette—Associate Pastor  

                        Donna Stockman, Secretary 

 Mary Gershman, Religious Education Facilita-

tor 

                       Religious Education email: 

             religiouseducationst.john@gmail.com  

   

                                              MASSES   

    WEEKENDS:  

             SATURDAYS: 4:00 PM   SUNDAYS: 10:00 AM�

            DAILY: MONDAYS AND TUESDAYS  AT 8:30AM 

                   AT ST. JOSEPH’S, NORTH BROOKFIELD    

             DAILY: THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS AT 8:30AM  

                     AT ST. JOHN’S, EAST BROOKFIELD �

            HOLY DAY MASSES: 8:30AM ST. JOSEPH’S 

                                                   7:00PM ST. JOHN’S  �

�

 Food Pantry 

St. Joseph’s Church Food Pantry  

  (also serving residents of East Brookfield) 

   Address: 296 Main St., North Brookfield 

 

December schedule:                                                          

Details for food distribution can be found  

on the inside of the bulletin. 

��

�

��

��

St. John �

the Baptist�

Parish�

  �

  SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME�

�

�

  Jesus turned and saw them following him and said �

to them, “What are you looking for?’  They said �

to him, “Rabbi,” which translated means Teacher, 

“where are you staying?’  He said to them,�

“Come, and you will see.”    �John   1”38�39�

�



�
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Readings for the week of January 17, 2021 �

�

Sunday:        1 Sm 3:3b�10, 19/Ps 40:2, 4, 7�8, 8�9, 10 8a, 9a]/�

                      1 Cor 6:13c�15a, 17�20/ Jn 1:35�42 �

Monday:       Heb 5:1�10/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 2:18�22 �

Tuesday:       Heb 6:10�20/Ps 111:1�2, 4�5, 9 and 10c [5]/�

                       Mk 2:23�28�

 Wednesday: Heb 7:1�3, 15�17/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk 3:1�6 

Thursday:     Heb 7:25�8:6/Ps 40:7�8a, 8b�9, 10, 17 �

                       [8a and 9a]/Mk 3:7�12�

Friday:           Heb 8:6�13/Ps 85:8 and 10, 11�12, 13�14 [11a]/�

                       Mk 3:13�19 �

Saturday:      Heb 9:2�3, 11�14/Ps 47:2�3, 6�7, 8�9 [6]/�

                       Mk 3:20�21 �

Next Sunday: Jon 3:1�5, 10/Ps 25:4�5, 6�7, 8�9 [4a]/�

                        1 Cor 7:29�31/Mk 1:14�20 �

                    Sacraments and other events�

Sat., Jan. 16, 2021            �

4:00 pm   For John Annese (2nd anniv.)�

                 req. by his daughter Marie and family�

Sun., Jan. 17, 2021�

10:00am   For  Marie Giard (13th anniv.)�

                 req. by Jean Joel�

  �

�

Mon. Jan. 18, 2021�

8:30 am  Mass at St. Joseph’s, N. Brookfield�

Tues. Jan. 19, 2021 �

8:30 am  Mass at St. Joseph’s, N. Brookfield�

�Wed. Jan. 20, 2021 �

No Wed. Masses at either St. John’s or St. Joseph’s.�

Masses in the nearby parishes: �

8:00 am Mass, Mary, Queen of the Rosary in Spencer�

8:00 am Mass, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, �

                        W. Brookfield�

�����Thurs., Jan. 21, 2021�

8:30 am    Rev. Paul N. Benoit, req. by the parish           �

Fri., Jan. 22, 2021 �

8:30 am   For Bernice Chevarie,  �

                req. by her husband Dolphe �

�

Sat., Jan. 23, 2021            �

4:00 pm   For Jean Sheary (month mind)                                  

� req. by Betty, Pete Flory and family�

Sun., Jan. 24, 2021�

10:00am   For  Rev. William J. Lucey,�

                 req. by the parish�

�

Please Listen 

 �

 Our faith is not just about ideas. It’s really about     

having an encounter with God and, in particular, the 

Risen Christ! Once we give ourselves over to the notion 

of God’s presence, we have to train ourselves to listen 

for God’s voice and be attentive to God’s call. Having 

companions on our faith journeys is so incredibly     

important as they can help us fine�tune our listening 

skills and discern God’s voice from others we may be 

hearing. Faith is all about having these profound       

encounters not only with God but with our brothers and 

sisters, and creation itself. Anyone or anything that is 

alive with God’s presence becomes an occasion for God 

to speak and call us to deeper graces and experiences. 

“Come, and you will see.” �

  The example and teaching of Jesus, the lives of the 

saints, those living among us and those glorified in 

heaven, and the wonder and beauty of creation can all 

serve to help us listen more clearly and assist in        

positioning ourselves for this profound God meeting. It 

is an encounter that can quickly and easily lead to a 

friendship and intimate intertwining of our souls to their 

Maker, making a claim on us like no other. Then, the 

Word of God moves from being just a body of ideas to 

something we simply accept and do. The person of   

Jesus Christ swiftly moves from being just a good 

prophet in word and deed to the incarnate presence of 

God Himself, the Lamb of God. The voice leads us to 

the Person behind it. �

  The Gospel is hard to follow. We can intellectually 

debate whether what Jesus said is really what we are 

asked to do. The Gospel ideas do not always make 

sense in our practical, secular world. The person of God 

always does. We can debate the practicality and sense 

of ideas and doing so often keeps the more difficult 

ones at a safe distance away from us. Jesus said to love 

our enemy, but we really don’t need to do that, our 

minds try to convince us. It just doesn’t make sense. 

Yet, if we are truly in love with the God who is behind 

the voice of those words, they make perfect sense. Our 

deep and intimate love of this God would even find us 

laying down our lives for Him if necessary. Speak Lord, 

your servant is listening.                ©LPi �

Jan. 22 �

National Day of Prayer�

�

    Did you know�that in �

   Dioceses throughout the 

United States, January 22 is 

designated as a Day of Prayer for the Legal �

Protection of Unborn Human Life? �As Catholics we 

are called to observe this day through the peniten-

tial practices of prayer, fasting and/or giving alms, in 

a way similar to our Lenten practices. �Learn more 

about how you can participate at�https://

www.worcesterdiocese.org/jan�22�day�of�prayer.��

                 Parish Support          

                          Jan. 10, 2021�

�

Weekly � � � � � � � � � � ��           $  1,545.00�

Fuel� � � � � � � � � � � � � � �           $� � �   85.00�

Monthly � � � � � � � � � � �          $� �1,258.00�

Catholic University             $        35.00�

�    � � ���

 

     Thank you for your continued support !        �



�

    National Novena �

           for Life�

�

       Join the National       �

  Novena for Life.  It is  �

  called 9 Days for Life, a �

  focused period of prayer, �

  penance, and pilgrimage �

  set aside to mark the �

tragic anniversary of Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme 

Court decision which legalized abortion during all nine 

months of pregnancy.�The novena will take place     

nationwide from January 21 through 29, 2021. During 

this time, all are invited to participate by joining      

together with thousands of Catholics across the country 

in prayer for a new intention each of the nine days.  

Visit�www.9daysforlife.com�to learn more and to 

download a free app for your smartphone or to sign up 

for daily emails or text messages with each day's prayer 

intention. Your prayers matter!  Your sacrifices make a 

difference!       �
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�
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�

�

                   A Prayer to Promote Life�

                “Every Life is Worth Living”�

�

Heavenly Father, thank you �

for the precious gift of life.�

�

Help us to cherish and protect this gift, �

even in the midst of fear, pain, and suffering.�

�

Give us love for all people, especially the �

most vulnerable, and help us bear witness �

to the truth that every life is worth living.�

�

Grant us the humility to accept help �

when we are in need,�

and teach us to be merciful to all.�

�

Through our words and actions, may others encounter 

the outstretched hands of Your mercy.�

�

We ask this through Christ, our Lord.   Amen.�

                    Schedule �

�

Jan. 17th� 9am Grade 7�

Jan. 24th� 9am  Grade 9/10 �

                           and 11am Grade 2�

  �

        A Letter from Bishop McManus�

Day of Prayer and Penance on Jan. 22

nd

�

�

My dear brothers and sisters in the Lord,�

�

January 22, 2021 marks the 48th anniversary of the tragic 

Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision which, with its 

companion case Doe v. Bolton, legalized abortion 

throughout all nine months of pregnancy in every state in 

the nation. The General Instruction of the Roman Missal 

(n. 373), designates Friday, January 22 as a particular day 

of prayer and penance, called the "Day of Prayer for the 

Legal Protection of Unborn Children". All the faithful in 

dioceses throughout the United States of America are 

called to observe this day in a spirit of prayer for the full 

restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and 

of penance for the violations to the dignity of the human 

person committed through acts of abortion.�

�

Forty�eight years of legalized abortion in this country has 

left an incomprehensible aftermath. With over 62 million 

lives lost, and countless women and men, mothers and 

fathers, grandparents, siblings, and friends who have 

been deeply wounded physically, emotionally, and �

spiritually by this tragedy, we need now more than ever 

to re�commit ourselves to defending life. I encourage our 

diocesan parishes and institutions, and all the faithful, to 

observe reverently the Day of Prayer and Penance on 

January 22nd both personally and within your �

communities. Let us unite our hearts and minds through 

special acts of prayer, fasting, and sacrifice on this day, �

to uphold the inherent dignity of all human life from  

conception to natural death.�

�

As we reflect on this unspeakable tragedy, we also recall 

how the Church for many years has continued to reach 

out to those who have been so sadly affected by the         

culture of death, particularly through ministries providing 

aid to women and families in crisis pregnancies, offering 

the healing love and mercy of Christ to those wounded by 

abortion through the ministry of Project Rachel, and by 

continuing to teach and preach the truth and beauty about 

love and life that bring authentic freedom and happiness. 

It is through our fervent prayers accompanied by our 

charitable works and loving sacrifices that the culture can 

be transformed.�

�

Let us take this opportunity of the January 22nd Day of 

Prayer and Penance to renew our resolve to live and �

proclaim the Gospel of Life. May we respond generously 

to the challenge Saint Pope John Paul II put forth in �

Evangelium vitae: "A great prayer for life is urgently 

needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout  the 

world. May an impassioned plea rise to God, the Creator 

and Lover of life, from the heart of every believer." Our 

active participation in the shared commitment to the �

sacredness of human life and the dignity of the human �

person will with God's grace, truly work toward the 

building up of a Culture of Life and a Civilization of 

Love.�

�

With every prayerful best wish, I remain�

Sincerely yours in Christ, �

 + Robert J. McManus 

Bishop of Worcester�
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J. Henri Morin & Sons 
Funeral Homes

Alfred & Jarrett Morin, Funeral Directors

www.morinfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned Since 1900

 Spencer-Leicester    (508) 885-3992

Lusignan’s 
Auto Body

ROGER LUSIGNAN, 
Owner/Parishioner

Hm: 508-867-6016
Bus: 508-867-7885

West Main Street, Route 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515

COUNTRY
AUTO BODY, INC.
 • Expert Collision Repair
 • Cooper Tires in Stock
 • Alignments
 • Brakes-Shocks-Struts-Exhaust
 • Propane Tank Filling Station
69 Donovan Rd • North Brookfield

508-867-9736
Casual Waterfront Dining

Friday Nights in the bar
acoustic music 7-10

308 East Main Street East Brookfield
774-449-8333 308lakeside.com

Open 7 days 11am- close

866-753-5429

Make Us Your First Choice 
for Your Rehabilitation

 • SHORT TERM REHAB 
 • SKILLED NURSING
 • RESPITE CARE
 • MEMORY CARE

88 Masonic Home Rd.
Charlton, MA

We provide free estimates & offer the  
following professional landscaping services.

 LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE & FERTILIZING
Hardscaping: Walls, Walks & Patios, Fences  
Planting design & Installation • Waterfalls & 

Fish Ponds • Dumpsters for Rent
DENNIS • 774-696-7267

Brunelle and Sons 
Landscaping Inc.

508-885-1088

VARNUM
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES

Marc A. Varnum, Director
43 E. Main St. W. Brookfield  |  508-867-2885

varnumfuneralhome.com

140 MAIN ST., SPENCER
508-885-9343

TV’S, APPLIANCES, TOYS & BIKES
www.WhitcoSales.com

Diamonds • Watches • Gifts
136 Main St. • Spencer

508-885-3385 | www.cormierspencer.com
We offer a wide variety of elegant jewelry

& fashionable costume jewelry.
We can also special order & custom design something 

just for you.

THIS SPACE IS

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today! 
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444

508-885-6366
ACCEPTING 

NEW PATIENTS
48 Pleasant St., 

Spencer MA 01562


