PARISH OFFICE AND RECTORY

121 BLAINE AVE., EAST BROOKFIELD, MAO1515
TEL.: 508-867-3738 FAX: 508867-3301
EMAIL: STJOHNSEBO 151 5@VERIZON.NET
WEBSITE: STJOHNSEBMA.ORG
CHURCH: 131 BLAINE AVE., E. BROOKFIELD, MA 01515

STAFF

REV. WILLIAM SCHIPPER— ADMINISTRATOR
REV. DONALD C. OUELLETTE—ASSOCIATE PASTOR
DONNA STOCKMAN, SECRETARY
MARY GERSHMAN, RELIGIOUS EDUCATION FACILITATOR
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EMAIL.
RELIGIOUSEDUCATIONST.JOHN@GMAIL.COM

MASSES
WEEKENDS

SATURDAYS: 4:00 PM SUNDAYS:. 10:00 AM
DAILY: MONDAYS AND TUESDAYS AT 8:30AM

AT ST. JOSEPH’S, NORTH BROOKFIELD
DAILY: THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS AT 8:30AM

AT ST. JOHN’S, EAST BROOKFIELD
HoLy DAY MASSES: 8:30AM ST. JOSEPH'S
7:00PM ST. JOHN’S

FOOD PANTRY
ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH FOOD PANTRY
(ALSO SERVING RESIDENTS OF EAST BROOKFIELD)
ADDRESS:. 296 MAIN ST., NORTH BROOKFIELD

HouURS. FIRST THURS. OF THE MONTH: 5:00-6:30 PM
THIRD THURS. OF THE MONTH: 12:00 NOON-1:15PM.
PLEASE COME TO ST. JOSEPH’S CHURCH DURING
THESE HOURS FOR REQUESTS FOR FOOD ASSISTANCE.

REGISTRATION OR
CHANGE OF ADDRESS

il .

Welcome to Saint John the Baptist Parish !
If you would like to register or you have changed
your address, please fill out the following information
and submit it to the parish office.

Name:

Address:

Telephone Number:

Email:

St. John

the Baptist
Parish

SACRAMENTS

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
SATURDAYS AT 3:00 PM OR BY APPOINTMENT

BAPTISM
BAPTISMS ARE USUALLY HELD
AFTER THE SUNDAY 10:00 AM MASS

MARRIAGE
PLEASE CONTACT EITHER PRIEST AT THE RECTORY
AT LEAST 12 MONTHS BEFORE THE DESIRED DATE
OF THE WEDDING SO AS TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS.

MINISTRIES

SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR
KATHLEEN MONDOR

MusiC MINISTRY
CHRISTOPHER DEPASSE  ANDY NEWTON
KRISTEN DEPASSE RALPH PIGNATORE
AMANDA LAMBERT KEN WOOD
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

APR. 25, 2021
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Sacraments and other events

Sat., Apr. 24, 2021

1:00pm  First Communion Mass

4:00pm  Arthur E. Graves Sr. (8th anniv.),
Arthur E. Graves Jr. (birthday memorial),
req. by his sons

Sun., Apr. 25,2021

10:00am  Catherine Norman
req. by the Catholic Assoc. of Foresters

Mon. and Tues. Apr. 26-27,2021

8:30 am Mass at St. Joseph’s, N. Brookfield

Wed. Apr. 28, 2021

No Wed. Masses at either St. John’s or St. Joseph’s.
Masses in the nearby parishes:

8:00 am Mass, Mary, Queen of the Rosary in Spencer

8:00 am Mass, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, W.Brookfield

Thurs., Apr. 29 2021
8:30am  for all missionaries, req. by the parish
Fri., Apr. 30, 2021

8:30am  for all essential workers, req. by the parish
Sat., May 1, 2021
4:00pm  William Letendre, Sr. (24th anniv.)

req. by the family
Sun., May 2,2021
10:00am  Robert Gadbois
req. by Rita Berthiaume

Parish Support April 18, 2021
Weekly $ 1,174.00
Easter $ 35.00
Monthly $ 710.00

Thank you for your continued support !

Readings for the week of April 25, 2021

Sunday:  Acts 4:8-12/Ps 118:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28, 29 [22]/
1Jn3:1-2/Jn 10:11-18

Monday: Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/
Jn 10:1-10

Tuesday:  Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [117:1a]/
Jn 10:22-30

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/
Jn 12:44-50

Thursday: Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/
Jn 13:16-20

Friday: Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/
Jn 14:1-6

Saturday: Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/

Jn 14:7-14 St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3
Cor Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/ Ps 90:2, 3-4, 12-13,

14 and 16 [cf. 17b]/Mt 13:54-58

Next Sunday: Acts 9:26-31/Ps 22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32 [26a]/

1Jn 3:18-24/In 15:1-8

What is Your Cornerstone?

Any builder worth his or her salt knows the value and
importance of a cornerstone. Properly laying and
securing this primary unit determines how the rest of
the project unfolds and its success. Cornerstones are
necessary elements not only of buildings but of lives
as well. Many human beings conduct the business of
their lives paying little attention to a grounding
reference or starting point. Hence, what unfolds is a
tapestry of relativism, with few anchors or guideposts
and many impulsive choices. Some consider love to be
their cornerstone. While this may sound attractive and
useful, the pursuit of love without a simultaneous
pursuit of its source can be shallow and self-focused.
Just because a person chooses to do no harm and love
others does not mean that they are living in truth and
properly anchored to the real cornerstone.

Jesus is the true and authentic cornerstone and
shepherd. It is only in following the Risen One as the
way, the truth, and the life that we can move from
being well grounded ethical people to properly focused
moral ones. Proper conduct, a true sense of justice,
wisdom, virtue, moral principles, faith, hope, and love
will be difficult to find unless we listen to the right
Voice. It is when we learn to listen to the voice of God
that we begin our journey on the road to salvation. It is
only the Good Shepherd, the authentic and solid
cornerstone, who can guide us through life’s questions
and challenges and bring us to the safe and proper
pasture.

A person’s life only has meaning when the
cornerstone is properly selected and set.
Understanding themselves only as random acts of
creation, existing without intent or purpose, will color
their choices and influence their decisions. The
foundation of their lives will be simply a matter of
preference and choice, leaving benchmarks of growth
and higher ideals optional to pursue. Whereas people
who believe that they are fashioned and loved into
existence by a God who purposely made them, have
this incredible unconditional relationship at their
source which has tremendous significance. Their
allegiance is not to themselves but to their Creator.
Life, then, is an adventure in search of this Creator
God and a journey of self-discovery that seeks to unite
their will to His. There is a cost. We have to give up
our life in order to gain our life. As ironic as that
sounds, it is true. It is only when we finally figure this
out that the true cornerstone of our lives will be
properly laid and we can, with God’s help, get about
the business of properly constructing a temple that
endures. ©LPi
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST PARISH

4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER

APR. 25 2021

Religiousg 2.,
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| StJohn's Religious Ed. Schedule |

April 24 Sat. First Communion 1:00pm

May 10 Confimnation - 5t. Paul's Cathedral
Monday Worcester 7:00pm

Spring Blitz
Calendar Raffle

-
e
— St. Joseph’s Parish is having a
Spring Blitz Calendar Raffle for the

month of May. This calendar raffle has prizes which
total over $2000.00. These calendars are available at
the St. John’s Parish Office, in the church lobby, or by
calling St. Joseph’s Parish Office at 508.867.6811. The
deadline for returns is Fri. Apr. 30™.

Parish Grounds Spring Clean-up

It is time for our annual parish grounds spring
clean-up. We are looking to have this on Saturday, May
15th at 9:00am. The rain date will be on Sat. May 22nd
at 9:00am. Please bring rakes, shovels, and other
gardening tools.

Please sign up in the church lobby or by calling the
parish
office at 508.867.3738.

The 2021 Partners in Charity
dot Appeal continues. Your gift will
" ners help us in reaching our parish goal.

Charif I/ Thus far, we have collected
$10,890, which is 46% of our goal.

g

Thank you
To those who have made a gift and a special thank
you for those who gave for the first time.

We encourage you to prayerfully consider making
a pledge or gift at this time. Please return your
pledge or gift to the church office or in the collection
basket. If you choose to make your commitment
pledge online, please visit www.partners-charity.net.

Texting - another way to contribute to this year’s
appeal.

As you may know, this appeal is a lifeline for
more than two dozen agencies and ministries which
provide charitable, pastoral, and educational services
that complement what we can provide at the parish.
We help those in need, regardless of race, creed, or
circumstance, in order to find hope. Please consider
make a pledge or gift to this year's Appeal. You can
even make your gift from a Smartphone by texting
DONATE to 84576 !

Thank you!

S am the good shepherd, and S hnow mine
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Congratulations to our young parishioners who, this
weekend, received the Sacrament of the Eucharist for
the first time:

Brooklyn Choquette, Landen Griffin,
Simon Oprica, and Campbell Stocks

Wiz OFFICE FOR HEALING & PREVENTION
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As a reminder, our parish follows the guidelines of the
national Charter for the Protection of Children and
Young People approved by the US Bishops and the
policies of the Diocese of Worcester in screening those
who work with children in our care and in helping
victims of abuse find healing. If you or someone you
know has been sexually abused by a Church employee
or volunteer in the past, please contact the Victim
Services Coordinator for our diocese at 508-929-4363
(direct line & confidential voicemail.) If you are
concerned about a current case of abuse, please contact
the local civil authorities immediately.



