





St. John 
the Baptist
Parish
Parish Office and Rectory
121 Blaine Ave., East Brookfield, MA 01515
Tel.: 508-867-3738 Fax: 508-867-3301
Email: stjohnseb01515@verizon.net
Website: stjohnsebma.org
Church: 131 Blaine Ave., E. Brookfield, MA 01515


SACRAMENTS
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays at 3:00 pm or by appointment


BAPTISM
Baptisms are usually held
after the Sunday 10:00 am Mass

Staff

Rev. William Schipper– Administrator
Rev. Donald C. Ouellette—Associate Pastor
Donna Stockman, Secretary
Mary Gershman, Religious Education Facilitator
Religious Education email:
religiouseducationst.john@gmail.com

MARRIAGE
Please contact either priest at the rectory
at least 12 months before the desired date
of the wedding so as to make arrangements.

MASSES
WEEKENDS
SATURDAYS: 4:00 PM SUNDAYS: 10:00 AM
DAILY: MONDAYS AND TUESDAYS AT 8:30AM
AT ST. JOSEPH’S, NORTH BROOKFIELD
DAILY: THURSDAYS AND FRIDAYS AT 8:30AM
AT ST. JOHN’S, EAST BROOKFIELD 
HOLY DAY MASSES: 8:30AM ST. JOSEPH’S
7:00PM ST. JOHN’S 

Safe Environment Coordinator
Kathleen Mondor



Food Pantry
St. Joseph’s Church Food Pantry
(also serving residents of East Brookfield)
Address: 296 Main St., North Brookfield
Hours: First Thurs. of the month: 5:00-6:30 pm
Third Thurs. of the month: 12:00 noon-1:15pm.
Please come to St. Joseph’s Church during
these hours for requests for food assistance.

REGISTRATION OR 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS


Welcome to Saint John the Baptist Parish !
If you would like to register or you have changed 
your address, please fill out the following information
and submit it to the parish office.



Name: ______________________________________


Address: ____________________________________

____________________________________

Telephone Number: __________________________

Email: _____________________________________





Ministries


Music Ministry
Christopher Depasse
Andy Newton
Kristen Depasse
Ralph Pignatore
Amanda Lambert
Ken Wood
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Sacraments and other events

Sat., May 8, 2021
4:00pm
Priscilla Courtemanche (1st anniv.)
req. by the parish
Sun., May 9, 2021 
10:00am special intention



Mon. and Tues. May 1011, 2021
8:30 am Mass at St. Joseph’s, N. Brookfield
Wed. May 12, 2021 
No Wed. Masses at either St. John’s or St. Joseph’s.
Masses in the nearby parishes: 
8:00 am Mass, Mary, Queen of the Rosary in Spencer
8:00 am Mass, Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, W.Brookfield
Thurs., May 13, 2021
8:30am
Sam Cogliandro, 

req. by Catholic Assoc. of Foresters
Fri., May 14, 2021 
8:30am
for those who work in the medical profession,
req. by the parish
Sat., May 15, 2021
4:00pm
for Lester Forgit, req. by the family
Sun., May 16, 2021 
10:00am for Robert (Bob) Gadbois,

req. by Barbara and Joe Sandagato






Parish Support May 2, 2021

Weekly
Ascension
Monthly



$ 1,276.00 
$
5.00
$ 598.00

Thank you for your continued support !

Readings for the week of May 9, 2021
Acts 10:2526, 3435, 4448/Ps 98:1, 23, 34 
[cf. 2b]/1 Jn 4:710/Jn 15:917 
Monday:
Acts 16:1115/Ps 149:1b2, 34, 56a and 9b 
[cf. 4a]/Jn 15:26²16:4a 
Tuesday:
Acts 16:2234/Ps 138:12ab, 2cde3, 7c8 [7c]/

Jn 16:511 
Wednesday: Acts 17:15, 22²18:1/Ps 148:12, 1112, 13, 14/

Jn 16:1215 
Ascension 
Thursday: Acts 1:111/Ps 47:23, 67, 89 [6]/Eph 1:1723 or

Eph 4:113 or 4:17, 1113/Mk 16:1520 
Friday:
Acts 1:1517, 2026/Ps 113:12, 34, 56, 78 [8]/

Jn 15:917 
Saturday: Acts 18:2328/Ps 47:23, 810, 10 [8a]/
Jn 16:23b28 
Next Sunday: Acts 1:1517, 20a, 20c26/Ps 103:12, 1112, 

1920 [19a]/1 Jn 4:1116/Jn 17:11b19 

Sunday:

M  9, 2021 
LOVE

“Remain in my love,” and, “I call you friends,” are
powerful words that are found in John’s Gospel. Most of
us probably have them committed to memory or have at
least heard them proclaimed dozens of times. They are
words that can easily become trite and quickly glossed
over without fully pondering and digesting their profound
beauty. When we take the time to immerse ourselves in
them, they can radically change our lives and our
relationships. They can open up new doors of adventure
and hold countless possibilities for meaning. The essence
of love and friendship are things that can easily be taken
for granted. They have always been there and are a
significant part of our lives. Many would say that they
could not live without love and friendship, and they put a
great deal of care into preserving, deepening and
sustaining them. Love and friendship share a mutual
relationship with each other that deserves more reflection. 
Where does love come from? We can consider
relationships that have not succeeded and conclude that
they were somehow due to our “failures in love.” In doing
so, we assume that human beings are the ones responsible
for love, its success and also its failure. While our
weakness, emotional composition and sinfulness can
easily impact our ability to love, its origin is not human.
God is love. God is love’s author and origin. When we
love, it is God who loves in and through us. It is because
of this divine closeness that Jesus is able to call us friends!
It is not because of anything we have done but simply
because of who we are. Realizing and contemplating this
awesome reality becomes a game changer across the
board. It gives us reason to clear the table of anything that
can adversely affect the way we love so that we can open
the door for its author to shine forth. 
Coming upon this truth is what leads folks like St.
Francis of Assisi to leave that which is comfortable and
worldly and live a radical life. They relate with the love of
God that radiates in and through all living things and
appreciate their sacredness. It was having an intimate
experience of God’s love and friendship that propelled St.
Francis and others to embrace simplicity, act nonviolently,
pursue humility, love enemies, care for the earth and open
up avenues for true justice. Understanding this profound
truth will also help us find peaceful solutions to world’s
problems, restore relationships with our sisters and
brothers, bring the grace of loving stewardship to creation
and heal many wounds. Once we begin to see how
wonderfully holy all of life really is, we discover joy. We
lose our need for fear, develop a fierce fortitude, act
prudently and seek justice. There is great power in love
because it comes from God. It will never fail. It also
enjoys the company of two other friends who are eager to
become our friends as well: faith and hope. These are just
as important to have and to share.
©LPi 
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Prayer for Mothers’ Day 

O Blessed Mother, you received the
good news of the incarnation of Christ,
your Son, with faith and trust. Guide us
as we strive to make our parish
communities places of welcome and
assurance for all mothers. Help us
become instruments of God’s loveand 
compassion.

Mary, Mother of the Church, graciously
help us build a culture of life and a civilization of love,
together with all people of good will, to the praise and
glory of God, the Creator and lover of life. Amen.



*Cf.Evangelium vitae105 © Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Vatican
City. Adaptedwith permission. All rights reserved. Photo:
@mukuni viaTwenty20. Copyright © 2019, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

M  9, 2021 

The 2021 Partners in Charity 
Appeal continues. Your gift will
help us in reaching our parish goal.
Thus far, we have collected
$ 14,525.00, which is 73% of our
goal. Thank you to those who have made a gift and
a special thank you for those who gave for the first
time. 
We encourage you to prayerfully consider making
a pledge or gift at this time. Please return your
pledge or gift to the church office or in the collection
basket. If you choose to make your commitment
pledge online, please visit www.partnerscharity.net. 
Texting  another way to contribute to this year’s
appeal.
 As you may know, this appeal is a lifeline for
more than two dozen agencies and ministries which
provide charitable, pastoral, and educational services
that complement what we can provide at the parish.
We help those in need, regardless of race, creed, or
circumstance, in order to find hope. Please consider
make a pledge or gift to this year's Appeal. You can
even make your gift from a Smartphone by texting
DONATE to 84576 ! 
Thank you! 




Parish Grounds Spring Cleanup

It is time for our annual parish grounds spring cleanup.
We are looking to have this on Saturday, May 15th at
9:00am. The rain date will be on Sat. May 22, 9:00am.
Please bring rakes, shovels, and other gardening tools.

Please sign up in the church lobby or by calling the parish
office at 508.867.3738.

Religious Education Program Thank You

We would like to thank all
who participated in our
Religious Education 
program this year. We 
realize that there were many
challenges presented, given
the Coronavirus limitations.

We want to thank Mary
Gershman, who directed the program and taught the
majority of remote and in person classes. We thank
Kathryn Mateucci for also doing a great job teaching
her class. 
We hope to be able to return in the fall with
everyone attending classes in person !


508-885-1088

J. Henri Morin & Sons
Funeral Homes
Alfred & Jarrett Morin, Funeral Directors

www.morinfuneralhomes.com
Family Owned Since 1900
Spencer-Leicester

(508) 885-3992

Brunelle and Sons
Landscaping Inc.

We provide free estimates & offer the
following professional landscaping services.
LAWN CARE MAINTENANCE & FERTILIZING
Hardscaping: Walls, Walks & Patios, Fences
Planting design & Installation • Waterfalls &
Fish Ponds • Dumpsters for Rent
DENNIS • 774-696-7267

WHITCO

DON’T BUY ‘TILL YOU SEE US!
BAD CREDIT? NO CREDIT?
NEW FINANCING AVAILABLE!
More Appliances in Stock Than
Any Store Around!
140 MAIN ST., SPENCER

508-885-9343

TV’S, APPLIANCES, TOYS & BIKES

www.WhitcoSales.com

Diamonds • Watches • Gifts

136 Main St. • Spencer
508-885-3385 | www.cormierspencer.com
We offer a wide variety of elegant jewelry
& fashionable costume jewelry.
We can also special order & custom design something
just for you.

KD Plumbing and
Heating, LLC

Paolucci Team - Cassie Paolucci

508-887-5117

774-200-3523
postroadrealty.com
Free Market Analysis

Kris Dufault

Licensed & Insured

VARNUM

FUNERAL HOME & CREMATION SERVICES
Marc A. Varnum, Director

43 E. Main St. W. Brookfield | 508-867-2885
varnumfuneralhome.com

COUNTRY
AUTO
BODY, INC.
• Expert Collision Repair
• Cooper Tires in Stock
• Alignments
• Brakes-Shocks-Struts-Exhaust
• Propane Tank Filling Station

69 Donovan Rd • North Brookfield

508-867-9736

Casual Waterfront Dining
Friday Nights in the bar
acoustic music 7-10

Contact Clare Colamaria to place an ad today!
ccolamaria@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6444

308 East Main Street East Brookfield
774-449-8333
308lakeside.com
Open 7 days 11am- close

866-753-5429
Make Us Your First Choice
for Your Rehabilitation
• SHORT TERM REHAB
• SKILLED NURSING
• RESPITE CARE
• MEMORY CARE
88 Masonic Home Rd.
Charlton, MA
508-885-6366
ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS
48 Pleasant St.,
Spencer MA 01562
Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

Lusignan’s
Auto Body
ROGER LUSIGNAN,
Owner/Parishioner

Hm: 508-867-6016
Bus: 508-867-7885

West Main Street, Route 9
E. Brookfield, MA 01515

St. John E. Brookfield, MA

03-0298

