310 WESTFIELD STREET, MIDDLETOWN, CT 06457
FIND & LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

MASSES

Sunday Vigil: 5:00 pm
(Saturday)
Sunday: 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am
& 12:00 Noon
Weekdays: 7:00 & 9:00 am
Saturday: 9:00 am Only
Vigil of Holy Days: 5:30 pm
Holy Days: Please see
schedule
inside bulletin.

STAFF

Rev. Martin Curtin, OFM Cap.
Pastor
Rev. Ernest Bedard, OFM Cap.
Parochial Vicar
Kathy Lampron
Administrative Assistant
Peggy Wichowski
Receptionist
David Rogalski
Supervisor of Maintenance
Kimberly Molski
CRE (Pre K - Grade 5)
Carol Butler
CRE (Grade 6 - Confirmation)
Andrew Berezowski
Michelle Donahue
Gail Saltus
Music Ministry

WWW.SAINTPIUS.ORG

FRIARY OFFICE

P: (860) 347-4441
F: (860) 347-3001
Office Hours:
Sun: 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Mon-Fri: 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sat: 9:30 am - 6:30 pm

FAITH FORMATION
CENTER
(860) 346-9100

SACRAMENTS

Baptisms: Twice a month at
1:30 pm for registered
parishioners. Instruction for
parents is required. Arrangements
must be made in advance.
Marriages: Arrangements
must be made at least one year
in advance.
Care of the Sick: Please advise us
of anyone from your family who is
sick or hospitalized that we may
keep them in prayer, visit them
and bring the sacraments.
Reconciliation:
Saturdays at 3:30 - 4:30 pm
Thursdays before First Fridays
at 4:00 - 4:30 pm
Other times by appointment

WELCOME
TO ST. PIUS X

WE ARE A TITHING PARISH

We extend a warm welcome to all who
attend our church. We hope that you
find our parish community a place
where your life of faith will be
nourished. We also hope that you will
share your special gifts with the
community.
Your
prayers,
your
presence, and your talents are most
welcome. Please introduce yourself
after Mass. May God bless all of you.

S. P X, M



St. Pius Parish Mission Statement:
We, a community of faith, have come together to respond to God’s invitation to become holy by living the Gospel.
We strive to do this through our awareness of God’s presence, our sense of responsibility to one another, 
and our response to needs within and beyond the parish of St. Pius X.
“Love one another, as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)
Stewardship Is Our Way Of Life

Saturday, February 13

5:00 PM Dec. Vincent Ciccia


Sunday, February 14

7:30 AM Special Intention Lucy & Fred DiMartino

9:00 AM 

10:30 AM Dec. Eva Loffredo

12:00 NN Dec. Sally Haddad

Monday, February 15

9:00 AM Dec. Robert Bakas


Tuesday, February 16

7:00 AM Dec. Walter Gayeski²36A

9:00 AM Dec. Geoffrey Michael Story




Wednesday, February 17²Ash Wednesday

7:00 AM Dec. Mr. & Mrs. Frank Kalinowski

9:00 AM Dec. Carlo Romeo

12:15 PM Service 

7:30 PM Living & Deceased Parishioners


 

Thursday, February 18

7:00 AM Dec. Bill McDevitt

9:00 AM Book of Deceased




Friday, February 19

7:00 AM Special Intention Bob & Meg Malafronte

9:00 AM Dec. Mr. & Mrs. Henry Kalinowski, Sr.




Saturday, February 20

9:00 AM Dec. Bob Frederick

5:00 PM 

Sunday, February 21

7:30 AM Dec. Joseph Orlando

9:00 AM Dec. Jaclyn Fitzgerald

10:30 AM Dec. Patricia Colletta

12:00 NN Dec. Felix Sheehan²11A
Monday, Presidents Day, there will be one Mass
celebrated at 9 AM. The Friary Office will be
The Altar Flowers this week are donated in
loving memory of Florence & Frank
Magnano. 
The Sanctuary Lamp will burn this week in loving
memory of most beloved parents, Salvatore J. &
Mary A. Scirpo.

Tithing (Stewardship) is an important way to
consecrate ourselves to the Lord. Our gift is made
holy because we give thanks and praise to God
without strings or conditions.
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“TithingͶPu ng God First” Ͳ Stewardship
“Brothers and sisters, whether you eat or drink, or

whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.”
Ͳ 1 Corinthians 10:31
Do a quick check of your priories. Where does God rank
in that list? If He’s not ﬁrst, you have some work to
do. Pu#ng God ﬁrst in everything helps us from pu#ng
other “gods” (like our pride, ego, money and possessions)
before God. Before making a decision, ask yourself, “Am I
doing this for the glory of God or for the glory of me?”

Stewardship of Time and Talent
Spending Time with God in Prayer:
Come join us for Staons of the Cross every Friday evening during Lent
at 7 PM in the Church
Talents in Service to God and Others 
Parcipate in the Diocese of Norwich Operaon Rice Bowl. Gather in

prayer and sacrifice as a family to pray and to care for the hungry
poor. Rice Bowls are available in the foyer of the Church.

Readings for the week of February 14, 2021
Sunday: Lv 13:12, 4446/Ps 32:12, 5, 11 [7]/1 Cor 10:31²
11:1/Mk 1:4045
Monday: Gn 4:115, 25/Ps 50:1 and 8, 16bc17, 2021 [14a]/Mk
8:1113
Tuesday: Gn 6:58; 7:15, 10/Ps 29:1a and 2, 3ac4, 3b and 9c10
[11b]/Mk 8:1421
Wednesday: Jl 2:1218/Ps 51:34, 56ab, 1213, 14 and 17 [cf.
3a]/2 Cor 5:20²6:2/Mt 6:16, 1618
Thursday: Dt 30:1520/Ps 1:12, 3, 4 and 6 [Ps 40:5a]/Lk 9:2225
Friday: Is 58:19a/Ps 51:34, 56ab, 1819 [19b]/Mt 9:1415
Saturday: Is 58:9b14/Ps 86:12, 34, 56 [11ab]/Lk 5:2732

S S   O  T
2/14/2021
This coming Wednesday is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. Here comes the queson “What am I going to do for
Lent.” In its origins Lent was a special me established for Catechumens in the ﬁnal run up to being iniated into the
People of God through the Sacraments on the Easter Vigil. In the course of me, a holy jealousy developed for those who
had already been bapzed. “We want a special me too, a me to renew our commitment to Christ.” 
The classic tools oof renewal and repentance going back to the me of Jesus and before in the Jewish tradion are prayer,
fasng and alms giving. What we have become accustomed too is “giving something up for Lent”. That falls under the
rubric of fasng, no TV for Lent, no dessert or candy, no meat and so forth.
I am going to suggest that we back it up a second. Let’s spend a li5le me on the bigger, deeper vision, the highest goal. If I
was renew in my faith, if I was rebapzed and could start again. What would I look like? From the inside out what would I
desire most? What would my a#tude look like toward God in prayer, my family and also my society in acve charity?
What would be my habits and acons? What would be the price I was willing to pay? How would I pray, and how o7en?
How would it be my true self doing these things, not some unreal, saccharine version, but a purer sense of my personality
that is already alive in me?
Taking some me on seeing the goal and purpose, what would be a steppingstone? What pracce of prayer ﬁts with that
vision? What type of fasng would restrain the appete that could lead me away from my goal.? What pracce of
generosity would set free your sense of charity?
We don’t want Lent to be private contest of willͲpower. Only you know what you are giving up, and you slip up, reset
yourself, or give up on it because the failures are too frequent. Or you make it and it proved you were be5er, be5er than
you had been, be5er than everyone else. You give yourself the invisible trophy. 
Start with the goal in mindͲ I am going to work with God so I am a real follower of Christ. What discipline of prayer, fasng
or charity should I take on?
Changes in Ash Wednesday:
There are new direcves in the United States in term so the manner of imposing ashes. No thumb smudging a cross or dot
on the forehead. Rather ashes will be sprinkled on the top of each person’s head. This is what Europe has been doing for
ages. It reﬂects the Biblical menons of imposing ashesͲ poured over the penitent’s head. So, we will adjust. We have
been all excited to get the tellͲtale mark as a badge of honor. The expectaon can be hard to let go of, we will be the
be5er for it.
We won’t give out ashes outside of a reading of the scripture. You will need to come to a service. We are working out a
manner for the homebound can parcipate. Whatever the details it will include scripture as well as the ashes. 
Priests will be available for confessions between and a7er each service.

"2021 Extraordinary Year Extraordinary Giving Aucon"
Dates: March 6th through March 14th, 2021

This year’s auction is anything from ordinary. It is virtual instead of inperson. That means
more people can bid. Some businesses may be less able to donate. We can’t know who is
able it takes courage that is more than ordinary to ask and give business a chance to give or
tell us they need to skip this year. 
We are looking for more from members of the parish. What sort of donations that folks
give. We are looking at a variety of services. Fr. Ernie is cooking his famous Firehouse
Lasagna and taking it personally to the high bidders house. Fr. Erik is offering 10 minutes of standup comedy to
be offered by zoom or skype, etc. We have pasta making class and an art class as well. Do you have a talent that
could be shared? We know that this is an extraordinary request but we are in an extraordinary year.
For example: If you want to give but are unsure of what to offer please feel free to contact our Auction
Committee Chairperson directly, Enzo Dastoli@ 8606802879 or by email at vdastoli1@gmail.com
Everyone is invited to join us for
Vespers—Sundays during Lent at
5 Pm in the Church

“The Light is on for YOU”

A priest will be available at St. Pius for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in church on each of the
Mondays of Lent from 7 to 8pm. All are welcome!

F 14, 2021
Stations of the Cross
Fri. Evenings during Lent
7 PM
Diocese of Norwich, Office of the Bishop, .

Lenten Message, 2021
“And your Father who sees what is hidden will
repay you.” Matthew 6:18

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,
In the Gospel reading offered for our reflection each
Ash Wednesday, the Lord instructs His disciples that
when we pray, fast, and perform works of charity, we
are not to do so in a public manner that would draw attention to
ourselves or with the praise and admiration of others. Instead, we
are instructed to give “in secret”, to go to our “inner room” to pray,
and to give no outward indication that we are fasting. The Lord is
cautioning His disciples to be on guard against behaving like hypocrites who do these things in an overtly public manner that they
may appear, in the estimation of others, to be holy and righteous.
By contrast, the Lord correctly reminds us that these spiritual disciplines of prayer, fasting and almsgiving are done, not for us, but in
supplication and praise to Almighty God as well as for the good of
our neighbors that we are called to serve. So it is that the Lord
promises that we will be rewarded for our efforts in these areas,
not by the world, but by the “Father who sees what is hidden.” 
As we begin another Lent, particularly after a year that has been
very difficult for so many, it is important for us to remember that
nothing escapes the loving gaze of our Heavenly Father. The physical separation necessitated by the ongoing pandemic has resulted
in many changes to the way we live our lives of prayer and the
manner in which we practice our Catholic faith. Due to the restrictions placed on public worship gatherings, and the fear experienced by many in the face of this pandemic, members of the faithful have been unable to attend Mass in person and receive our Lord
in Holy Communion. This has constituted a great spiritual sacrifice
for many. Similarly, we have been unable to celebrate the major
feast of our faith as we normally would with family and friends. In
addition, many in the health care field and frontline workers have
made great personal sacrifices in service to others. These challenges, difficulties, and sacrifices, along with many others, have been
borne by individuals, largely in secret. It seems, therefore, that the
Lord wants to reassure us that the sacrifices and suffering of this
past year have not gone unnoticed by our heavenly Father who will
reward our fidelity. 
There is also, however, a continued challenge contained in these
timely words of our Lord: we must never grow complacent with
regard to the development of our spiritual lives, no matter the challenges and the external circumstances or limitations we face. It is
likely that we will continue to be called upon to sacrifice and to
endure comparable challenges for the foreseeable future. Recognizing this reality, we must resist the temptation to close in on ourselves or to despair. We can and should be confident that God is
inviting us, here and now, in the midst of these present circumstances, to embrace the Cross in the quiet depths of our hearts. He
is likewise inviting us anew to make use of the spiritual discipline
of this Lent together with the tools of prayer, fasting, and works of
charity to grow closer to Him and to one another, despite our physical separation. If we persist in this work, we can be assured that
the Father, who sees our hidden, will reward us with an abundance
of His grace.
May Mary, our mother and model, who stood with great love and
fidelity at the foot of the Cross, continue to accompany us through
these challenging times as we journey together to the enduring
light and hope of Easter.
God bless you and may you have a Holy Lent.
Sincerely yours in Christ, Michael R. Cote, Bishop of Norwich

February 17, 2021
Services
7:00 AM Eucharist in Church
9:00 AM Eucharist in Church
12:15 PM Service of the Word in Church
7:30 PM Eucharist in Church
PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED for the members of our parish
who are suffering serious or chronic illness. Please take some time
this week to remember them. If you or a member of your family
would like the faith community of St. Pius to join you in prayers
for special needs, contact the parish office at 8603474441. They
will be remembered during the Masses that week and then listed
in the bulletin for three months. To remain on the list after three
months, a follow up call to the friary is necessary. Brady D.
Bettinger, Kyle Kiechle, George Morton, Ellen, Jenny Boutin, Fr.
Don Bosco, Sheila Guerin, Tito DiBenedetto, Brant Masse, Art
Tierney, Green, Joan Dyer, Glenn R.
Inman.
Please pray for the souls of our
faithful departed and remember
those whose anniversary of death
occurs this week: Anna Wall,
Thomas W. Kasper, Ann Duda,
Steven Morda, Esther McCann
Leopold, Anna Kennedy, William
Moreland, Angelina J. D’Amato, Norman Norton, Helen A.
Piasecki, Nancy Cannata, Marion MacNeil, Alphonse Pellerin,
George Hannigan, Alfred Moore, Walter Gayeski, Dante Aiudi,
Daniel Perley, Jennie A. Scotti, Geoffrey Story, Emanuele Rubera,
Lucy Marshall, Nada Hayes, Carol Ellen Spinali, Donald Travis,
Grace Fortin, John Pitruzzello, Lucy Perrillo, Emile Briasco,
Carl Miceli, Noella Dumont, Lucette Faraci, George Roger
Palardy, John Masselli, William Perry. Elizabeth Weinstein,
Thomas Gleason, Emily E. Scovel, Beatrice Wilkins, Irene
Kosenski, Philip Coughlin, Barbara Blancato, Genevieve Finkle,
Julia Fernandez, Louis LaBella, Sr., Aldo R. Scotti, Karen
Nieliwocki, Stephanie Faraci, Martin Sheehan


Diocesan Lenten Mission
Faith through the Eyes of Scripture
Presenters: Bishop Michael Cote & Fr. Peter Langevin
The Lenten Mission is an opportunity for us as individuals to deepen our faith, take up the call to conversion
and renew our commitment to Christ and His Church.
Please join us as we are renewed through the people in
scripture and their faithfulness. Each Thursday Night
7:00²7:45 PM, from Feb 25²March 25
To register, contact Marianne at (860) 8482237 ext 304
or manicholas @norwichdiocese.net
Operation Rice Bowl; Our Lenten Program: 
For Lent for Life
On Ash Wednesday, our parish with parishes across
the Diocese of Norwich is beginning a program of
prayer and sacrifice called Operation Rice Bowl
(ORB). For 48 years, ORB has helped to feed the
hungry poor. Through our participation in this program, we bring
hope and healing to another person or family living halfway across
the globe. 75% of ORB funds will feed the hungry poor overseas,
the remaining 25% will be used in the Diocese to feed the needy.
This Lent, gather in prayer and sacrifice as a family to pray and to
care for the hungry poor.

GHEZZI’S

Coughlin
Lastrina

Market & Deli

– funeral home –

970 Newfield St.
Middletown, CT 06457
• Lottery
• Hot & Cold Grinders

Director: Sebastian Lastrina

BUSINESS • HOME • AUTO
LIFE • GROUP

491 High Street
Middletown, CT

203-754-3156 • 1-800-742-0039

860-346-5439

Open at 6 am daily • Closed Sundays

860-632-2442

CD
R Insurance Group, Inc.
Vincent A. Stifano III,
CPCU, CIC

Fax: 203-754-7927

VAL-U LAND
SERVICES LLC
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

“Service With Pride”

Property maintenance including lawn
care, plantings & shrub removal
Snow plowing and ice management
Fully Insured
Family Owned and Operated
(H) 860-347-6331
(C) 860-209-0956
Victor Loffredo (Owner)

CT BEVERAGE
MART

York Hill Trap Rock
L. Suzio Concrete
L. Suzio Asphalt
L. Suzio Construction

Main Number: 203-237-8421

DISCOUNT BEERS,
WINES, LIQUORS
EASY BOTTLE RETURN,
MAJOR CREDIT CARDS,
PERSONAL CHECKS,
ATM CARDS

Toll Free: 888-789-4626

955 WASHINGTON STREET

Leading Connecticut Construction since 1898.

Plants in Meriden, Wallingford,
New Haven, Milford and Derby

860-347-1624

(888-SUZIOCO)

www.ctbeverage.com

www.suzioyorkhill.com

Owner: Robert Gallitto
146 Sisk Street
Middletown, CT 06457
Phone: 860-344-1206
Cell: 860-398-0091

Fully Insured

ROOFING - SIDING - WINDOWS

TURNER & SONS

864 Washington Street (Rt. 66) Middletown

Serving Middlesex County With
Beauty • Quality • Responsibility

860-346-2272

Property Maintenance
Retaining Walls • Sidewalks
Excavation Work • Snow Removal

“Every Job Done To Perfection”

3 Silver Street
Middletown, CT 06457

860-346-1055

Athenian

Since 1956

1064 Boston Post Road (Rte 1)
Milford • 203-878-5680

Banquet Room Available

Breakfast, Lunch, & Dinner Always Served
Great Food, All The Time • OPEN 24/7
Your Hosts: The Daoutis Family
AthenianDiners.com

John
“Hayden” Turner

860-346-7405

CT. Lic# 624984

Douglas H. Turner

www.TurnerandSonsllc.com

Contact Lisa Elliott to place an ad today!
lelliott@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6284

“Middlesex County’s Largest
& Finest Collision Shop”

Since 1953
Family Owned & Operated
590 Washington St., Middletown, CT
T: (860) 346-8800 • F: (860) 344-0130
www.victorautobodyworks.com

I ndian H ill
C emetery
A Place of Tranquility
A Place of History

P.O. Box 176 • 383 Washington St., Middletown, CT

Ph. 860-346-0452 | Fax 860-346-0215

superindianhill@att.net • www.indian-hill.org

Doolittle
Funeral Service, Inc.

14 Old Church St., Middletown, CT

Cromwell Funeral Home
506 Main St., Cromwell, CT

860-346-6464

www.doolittlefuneralservice.com

“Serving the living since 1816”

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Pius, Middletown, CT

03-0309

CHRISTIAN PLUMMER | Owner

LAWN CARE

Fertilization • Planting
Patios • Walkways
Design • Snow Removal
730 East Street, Middletown, CT 06457
860.632.0007 (ph.) • 860.632.7762 (fax)
B-2266/HIC 571174

This Space
is Available

BOB’S
SERVICE LLC
COMPLETE
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE
REPAIRS & TOWING

Dale R. Aldieri, CFP

E-mail:

43

dale_aldieri@aldierifs.com

Daughter/Father Team Providing Family
& Cosmetic Dental Care For All Ages
• Cosmetic Fillings • Zoom Whitening •
• Crowns & Bridges •
• Periodontal Therapy •
• Implants • Dentures •

85 CHURCH ST. • MIDDLETOWN • 860-344-0004

Annette Willis

DeSoto
Council # 6

Attorney-At-Law
(860) 349-7008

• Wills
• Real Estate

Financial Planning / Tax Preparation

~ Parishioner ~

and DR. DENNIS CAMBRIA, D.D.S.

860-346-5391
711 MAIN STREET
MIDDLETOWN

386 Main Street
Middletown, CT 06457
Office: 860-894-2839

DR. NICOLE CAMBRIA, D.M.D.

• Probate
6 Way Road, Middlefield
Attorneywillis@netzero.net

New Members Welcomed
Please go to
www.cromwellkofc.com
or contact
Brian Roy

860-729-4705

Donate - Shop - Volunteer
Habitat for Humanity thrift store.
34 Shunpike Rd - Cromwell, CT

860-788-6483

A Brush With Kindness

Habitat for Humanity’s home repair
program. To know if you’re eligible,
call 860-343-9179 or visit
www.habitatmiddlesex.org

Let us help you love your kitchen,
love your bath and love your home

Fully customized cabinets and closets.
American made semi-custom
pre-manufactured cabinets for kitchen,
bath, office and elsewhere.
CHRISTINE & MARTIN GERNDT

SHOWROOM:
345 North Main St., Marlborough
860-295-0304
www.heartwoodcab.com

Fuel Oil • Sheet Metal
Boilers • Central A/C
Furnaces

860-342-4510
7 BELAIRE TERRACE, PORTLAND, CT
Billing 860-342-1506
tsheating@sbcglobal.net
CT License #390378 S1

Celebrating Over
30 Years !
Repairs, Replacements & Upgrades
Roofing • Siding • Window
Doors • Skylights • Decks
Railing Systems • Seamless Gutters
Custom Carpentry
Tel: (860)349-8771

http://neiljoneshomeimprovementsct.com
Fully Insured | No Obligation | Free Estimates | CT Reg. #517277

St. John Paul II

Regional
Catholic
School

87 S. Main St.,
Middletown, CT

860.347.2978
office@jpii.org
www.jpii.org

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com

St. Pius, Middletown, CT

03-0309

