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Living with purpose…Living with Christ!
196 Main Street North Andover, MA 01845 • 978-686-4050 • www.saint-michael.org

Welcome
Thank you for joining our parish family today
to share in this Eucharistic Feast. Your presence is important to us. We, the clergy and
staff of St. Michael Parish, care about you and
want to do our best to welcome you and to be
bearers of Christ’s love to you and your loved
ones. Please let us know how we may help you
by contacting us at the Pastoral Center. If you
are new to our parish, a special welcome!
Please introduce yourselves to us, pick up a
welcome packet and return the census and
stewardship forms. If you have been with us
and have changes in your address or phone,
please let us know. May God bless you!

Mission Statement
The Spirit of the Lord has been given to us.
For He has anointed us with His Life.
He has sent us to:
Bring Good News to the poor;
To proclaim liberty to captives;
And to the blind bring new sight;
To set the downtrodden free;
and to proclaim the Lord’s favor in our lives.
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Pastoral Center Hours
Sunday:
Monday - Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:

9am-7pm
9am-9pm
9am-5pm
9am-5pm

Parish Directory
Parish Phone:
978-686-4050
Religious Education: (Gr. 1-5): 978-682-9484
(Gr. 6-10): 978-686-4050
St. Michael School: 978-686-1862
Youth Ministry:
978-686-4050
Pastor:
Parochial Vicar:
Parochial Vicar:
Weekend Assistant:
Deacon:
Deacon:

Rev. Kevin Deeley
Rev. David Brogan
Rev. Chris Lowe
Rev. Ray Dlugos, O.S.A.
Deacon Vincent Gatto
Deacon Peter J. Adamski

Director of Pastoral Ministries:
Mary Alice Rock
School Principal:
Susan Gosselin
Finance & Operations Manager:
Dorothy Varga
Pastoral Associate:
Dominic Margaglione

Schedule of Masses

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 4:00pm
Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am,
10:30am, 12noon & 6:00pm
Weekday Masses
6:45am, 9:00am
Saturday: 8:00am only

Monday: 6-7pm
Saturday: 3-4pm

For Prayer Line Intentions Call:

Honey - 978-688-0079

in the Adoration Chapel

Televised 10:30am Sunday
Morning Mass
Shown on Thursday at 11am and
Sunday at 12:00noon on
Verizon channel 24 and
Thursday at 11am and Sunday at
12noon on Comcast channel 22

SaintMichaelParishNorthAndover
Follow us on Twitter @saintmichael_na

September 23, 2018

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever.
Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 (134B)
We want to thank our officials from the Town of North Andover and the North Andover
Fire and Police Departments for their help during the gas explosions this past week. It
was an incredibly complex response to this crisis and we appreciate all that you do for
our community!!
**************************************************************************************

What can we do?
Our prayers go out to all that have been affected by this disaster! We, as a parish family, want to support those
who are struggling. We will take up a second collection this weekend to assist those in North Andover,
Lawrence, and Andover who need our financial support! This collection will be sent to the newly formed (by
Gov. Baker and the community leaders) Greater Lawrence Disaster Relief Fund. You may make out your
checks to: St. Michael Parish and memo – Relief Fund. To contribute individually, see:
eccf.org/lawrenceemergencyfund .
Also, there are many places accepting donations of new or slightly used items. However, according to many of
the shelters, now that people are back home but have lost food and are unable to cook with the gas stoves, the best
help is gift cards to Target, Walmart and Market Basket. The North Andover town officials have asked our
parish to be a collection and distribution center of gift cards for those North Andover residents in need. Our
St. Vincent de Paul Society will manage this relief effort. You may drop cards off at the pastoral center.
To assist those in Lawrence, please drop off gift cards at Lazarus House Ministries at 412 Hampshire Street,
Lawrence (lazarushouse.org) or Bread and Roses at 58 Newbury Street, Lawrence.
(breadandroseslawrence.org). Bread and Roses will also accept new or slightly used small electric appliances:
coffee percolators or coffee makers, crock pots, electric hot plates/burners and microwaves.
St. Michael Feast Day
Saturday, September 29, is St. Michael the Archangel
Feast Day. If your schedule permits, please come to
morning Mass at 8:00am to celebrate our Parish’s
feast day! Refreshments to follow!

Religious Education Year Begins!!
This weekend, we are kicking off our
2018-2019 year! Please keep all our
religious education students in your
prayers as well as all of our volunteer teachers and
assistants!

Joseph Keleher
Christine O’Kane

Claire McClory
Robert SanAntonio

In today’s reading, James exhorts us as
followers of Jesus, to possess the wisdom of God. He describes the fruit of
that wisdom as peace, gentleness,
sincerity and mercy. While jealousy
and selfish ambition exist all around us, today’s
readings remind us of the need to be witnesses of a
different way of living and loving. Let somebody in
on the beauty of God’s wisdom!
Clergy Health & Retirement Fund
Thank you to all who donated to the Clergy Health &
Retirement Fund the weekend of September 16. If
you would still like to make a donation, there are
envelopes at the entrances of the Church. These can
be mailed directly or placed in the collection basket.
Thank you for your continued support of
Saint Michael Parish and beyond.

Thinking of making a will? Please remember Saint Michael Parish.

PASTORAL REFLECTION
“If anyone wishes to be first,
he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.”
Oh, boy! The disciples are so human in today’s Gospel! Who’s
the most important of us all?! Who’s the best?! It’s almost good to
hear that today’s society in which people are so caught up in
jockeying for first place is much the same as society 2000 years
ago!
When I’m so full of being right, or judging another, or being
impatient with someone, of feeling like I’m more connected to God
than another, I just look at this print of Fr. Sieger Koder that is
hanging in my office. It’s Jesus, the Savior and Redeemer, the
Light of the World, the King of Kings! He is kneeling down at the
feet of Peter! Now, when we might think of our own feet, they are
not too dirty—what’s the big deal?! Remember that in those days,
people wore sandals, if not bare feet. There was no pavement—
mostly dirt and dusty roads. People may have had a bath in the
river or lake once a month. Now, can you picture the humility that
Jesus displayed by washing the dirty, smelly feet of the apostles?!
What a perfect example of being “the servant of all”.
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we, too, are called to be humble servants to others! James describes, so
perfectly in today’s letter, the attributes of an authentic disciple of Jesus: “peaceable, gentle,
compliant, full of mercy and good fruits6.” These past few days as our community experienced the
gas explosion disaster, I witnessed over and over again these attributes in action. I saw people risk
their own lives to shut off gas valves in neighbors’ homes. I saw people open their homes and share
their food with those who had to evacuate their own homes. I saw people who wanted to help however
they could—shop for a family, donate clothes, do errands, give rides, do the laundry, buy microwaves
and more! I saw emergency responders from way up in New Hampshire come to our town to help. I
saw gas technicians go out of their way to comfort a frightened neighbor. I saw texts and phone calls
from friends, relatives and mere acquaintances from all over the country and even beyond reaching
out in prayer and concern. On the news, I saw a police officer abandon his own burning home to help
others in danger and a group of high schoolers entertaining those in shelters. The Body of Christ is
alive and well in our community, living out Christ’s title of “servant of all”! My hope is that, after the
dust settles, we will all be changed for the better, that each of us will all deserve the title, “servant of
all”.
With prayers for those who are struggling through these difficult times,

Mary Alice Rock, Director of Pastoral Ministries

PS Be sure to look at the previous page for ways in which you can assist others during this crisis!

Do you feel connected to…
•

Christ?
• Your Faith?
• Other Parishioners?

Taking part in a small group is a great way to connect with God, our
Catholic Faith and others in a welcoming and supportive setting.
In addition to the many small groups our parish currently offers, we
are excited to announce the following new groups this fall.
So, what are you waiting for? Join a group and get CONNECTED!

PARENT SMALL GROUPS
Sundays through Wednesdays
Same time and place as
Religious Ed Classes, grades 1-5:
Sundays, 10:15 to 11:15 am
Mondays –Wednesdays, 3:45 to 4:45 pm
Beginning the week of Oct. 14

While your child is growing in their faith, take some
time to nourish your faith by looking at the message
of the Sunday Gospel and discussing how you
experience it in your own daily life.
COME AS YOU ARE! - No reading ahead of time.
RECHARGE! - Get refreshed by hearing God's
message in a new way!
ALL PARENTS ARE WELCOME! Regardless of child’s
age!

Small Faith Sharing Groups
Oct. 15/16 thru Nov. 19/20
MONDAYS (Separate Men’s & Women’s Groups)
TUESDAYS (One Group - Men & Women)

7pm in the Pastoral Center
In his book, The Angry Christian, and corresponding dvd, popular Catholic author and speaker, Bert
Ghezzi, gives us a Bible-based strategy to care for and discipline the valuable emotion of anger. Join us
this fall as we reflect and share in small groups on this faith inspired approach to...
•
•
•

Use anger constructively
Live Skype Chat Session with author, Bert Ghezzi,
Use Scripture to discipline anger
for all participants on Monday, Nov. 26, 7pm.
Let anger help you overcome obstacles

Books available at the Parish Pastoral Center for the discounted price of $12 each.

Sign up for any of these groups at the receptionist’s desk or
online at our parish website: www.saint-michael.org
To find out more about these or other small group opportunities at our parish, please contact
Dominic Margaglione, Pastoral Associate, at Dominic_Margaglione@saintmichael.com

Sunday
September 23
Adoration*
7am-4pm
2nd
Collection at
all Masses
for Disaster
Relief!
9AM Mass:
Celebrating
the beginning
of the
Religious Ed
year!

Monday
September 24
Adoration*
7am-8pm
Rosary*
8:30am

Tuesday
September 25
Adoration*
7am-8pm

Sacrament of

Children’s
Choir 3:30pm

Reconciliation

6-7pm
AA * 7pm

Rosary*
8:30am

Overeaters
Anonymous*
4:30pm
Centering
Prayer* 7pm

Wednesday
September 26
Adoration*
7am-8pm
Rosary*
8:30am
Nimble
Thimbles
9am in the
Youth Bldg
Blood Drive
2-7pm in the
Parish Hall

Cub Scouts
&Boy Scouts
Parish Hall &
YM bldg.
6:30pm

Thursday
September 27
Adoration*
7am-8pm
Rosary*
8:30am
Scripture
Sharing
9:30am
Overeaters
Anonymous*
4:30pm

Friday
September 28
Adoration*
7am-8pm
Rosary*
8:30am

Saturday
September 29
Adoration*
7am-4pm
Men’s
Morning
Prayer
7am in the
Parish Hall
St. Michael’s
Feast Day!
Come to the
8am Mass!
Sacrament of

Rosary
Cenacle*
6:45pm

Reconciliation

3-4pm in the
Adoration
Chapel

Al-Anon*
7pm

Please note: adoration and sacrament of reconciliation are held in the Adoration Chapel.
Morning rosary and choir are held in the Church. All other meetings are held in the Pastoral Center unless noted.

September 22 through September 30
Saturday

4pm

Sunday

9am
Philip Beninato
10:30am William Barron
12noon Robin Mendonca
Dr. & Mrs. Edmund Quinn
Joseph Pierro
Deborah Whatley
Francisca Guillen
6pm
Joan Symon

Monday

6:45am
9am

Henry Leal
Rose Turcotte

Tuesday

6:45am
9am

Matthew LeDuc (living)
Gerald A. Sanford

Wednesday

9am

Arthur V. O’Keefe

Thursday

6:45am

Brendan Barry (living)

Friday

9am

James & Anna McCabe

Saturday

8am
4pm

P.F.C. Evan O’Neill
Angelo & Viola LoPiano,
Sam & Kenny LoPiano

Sunday

7:30am
9am
10:30am
12noon

Joan & John Thompson (both living)
Eric, Andrew & Virginia Sullivan
David L. Vaughan
Vincent J. Carusi
Michael R. Gueli, Sr.
Joan & Robert Koebrick
Victor DiDonato, Sr.
Victor DiDonato, Jr.
Margaret McCarthy
Mary Ellen Fitzgibbons
Richard Massero

6pm

Ruth J. Mitchell

