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My dear parishioners,�

�

Christ is Risen! He is risen indeed. Alleluia! Some-

body said on Twitter, “This is the lentiest Lent I’ve ev-

er experienced!” We can all identify with that! With the 

Coronavirus pandemic all of us are in what Pope 

Francis has said is “a time of great uncertainty.” Since 

March we have faced great uncertainty. Our normal 

lives have been turned upside down. I hope like the 

Apostles, the Resurrection of Christ brought succor to 

our frightened hearts.�

During the Holy Week and Easter celebrations I hope 

we were able to understand anew how full of uncer-

tainty, confusion and fear the first Holy Week must 

have been for the disciples of Jesus. Take the uncer-

tainty we have experienced and magnify it a million 

times! Their best friend, their hope for the future and 

the one in whom they had come to put their whole 

trust was suddenly taken from them. The one they 

looked to for everything was being tortured and killed 

before their eyes. On Easter Day the great reversal 

took place. For the first time the disciples (and eventu-

ally the whole world) began to see that God had 

stepped into this world to reveal a new understanding 

of suffering and sin.�

I know many of you share my sadness at not being 

able to come together to celebrate Easter and the 

sacraments. This weekend is Divine Mercy Sunday, a 

day many of us would have come into the Church to 

adore Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and ask for 

His Divine Mercy. Since we cannot come out due to 

the pandemic, I heartily invite you to still join us from 

wherever you are, tune into our Facebook livestream 

and pray the Divine Mercy with us as we pray the 

Chaplet for our parishioners and the World. We need 

more prayers now more than ever. For The sake of 

His sorrowful Passion, Have mercy on us and on all 

the whole world.�

In the various readings, the liturgy seems to indicate the path of 

mercy which, while re-establishing the relationship of each person 

with God, also creates new relations of fraternal solidarity among 

human beings. 

 

3. If this is based on private revelation, why is it on the Church's 

calendar? 

 

In his theological commentary in The Message of Fatima, then-

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger wrote: 

We might add that private revelations often spring from 

popular piety and leave their stamp on it, giving it a new 

impulse and opening the way for new forms of it. 

Nor does this exclude that they will have an effect even 

on the liturgy, as we see for instance in the feasts of Cor-

pus Christi and of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

From one point of view, the relationship between Revela-

tion and private revelations appears in the relationship 

between the liturgy and popular piety: The liturgy is the 

criterion, it is the living form of the Church as a whole, 

fed directly by the Gospel. 

 

Popular piety is a sign that the faith is spreading its roots 

into the heart of a people in such a way that it reaches 

into daily life. Popular religiosity is the first and funda-

mental mode of “inculturation” of the faith. While it must 

always take its lead and direction from the liturgy, it in 

turn enriches the faith by involving the heart.  

4. What does the Church do to encourage the celebration of devo-

tion to the Divine Mercy on this day? 

 

Among other things, it offers a plenary indulgence: 

To ensure that the faithful would observe this day with intense 

devotion, the Supreme Pontiff [John Paul II] himself established 

that this Sunday be enriched by a plenary indulgence, as will be 

explained below, so that the faithful might receive in great abun-

dance the gift of the consolation of the Holy Spirit. 

 

In this way, they can foster a growing love for God and 

for their neighbor, and after they have obtained God's 

pardon, they in turn might be persuaded to show a 

prompt pardon to their brothers and sisters.  

 

A plenary indulgence, granted under the usual conditions 

(sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer for 

the intentions of Supreme Pontiff) to the faithful who, on the Sec-

ond Sunday of Easter or Divine Mercy Sunday, in any church or 

chapel, in a spirit that is completely detached from the affection 

for a sin, even a venial sin, take part in the prayers and devotions 

held in honor of Divine Mercy, or who, in the presence of the 

Blessed Sacrament exposed or reserved in the tabernacle, recite 

the Our Father and the Creed, adding a devout prayer to the mer-

ciful Lord Jesus (e.g. Merciful Jesus, I trust in you!"). 

  

5. What is the Divine Mercy image? 

The Divine Mercy image is a depiction of Jesus based on a vision 

that St. Faustina had in 1931. There have been a number of paint-

ings made of this image.  

 

A basic explanation of the image is: 

9 Things You Need to Know About Divine Mercy 

Sunday�

Jimmy Akin�

�

1. What is Divine Mercy Sunday? 

 

Divine Mercy Sunday is celebrated on the Second Sunday of 

Easter. It is based on the private revelations of St. Faustina Kow-

alska, which recommended a particular devotion to the Divine 

Mercy. 

 

 2. When was it made part of the Church's calendar? 

 

In 2000, Pope John Paul II canonized St. Faustina and, during the 

ceremony, he declared: 

It is important then that we accept the whole message that comes 

to us from the word of God on this Second Sunday of Easter, 

which from now on throughout the Church will be called "Divine 

Mercy Sunday".  
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Jesus is shown in most versions as raising his right hand in bless-

ing, and pointing with his left hand on his chest from which flow 

forth two rays: one red and one white (translucent).  

The depictions often contains the message "Jesus, I trust in 

You!" (Polish: Jezu ufam Tobie).  

The rays streaming out have symbolic meaning: red for the blood 

of Jesus (which is the Life of Souls), and pale for the water (which 

justify souls) (from Diary - 299). The whole image is symbolic of 

charity, forgiveness and love of God, referred to as the "Fountain 

of Mercy".  

According to the diary of St Faustina, the image is based on her 

1931 vision of Jesus  

  

6. What is the Chaplet of Divine Mercy? 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is a set of prayers used as part of 

the Divine Mercy devotion. 

They are usually said using a standard set of Rosary beads, often 

at 3 p.m. (the time of Jesus' death), but with a different set of 

prayers than those used in the Marian Rosary. 

  

7. How is the Divine Mercy devotion linked to the Scripture read-

ings for the Second Sunday of Easter? 

 

The Divine Mercy image depicts Jesus at the moment he appears 

to the disciples in the Upper Room, after the Resurrection, when 

he empowers them to forgive or retain sins. 

 

This moment is recorded in John 20:19-31, which is the Gospel 

reading for this Sunday in all three yearly Sunday liturgical cycles 

(A, B, and C). 

 

This reading is placed on this day because it includes the appear-

ance of Jesus to the Apostle Thomas (in which Jesus invites him 

to touch his wounds). This event occurred on the eighth day after 

the Resurrection (John 20:26), and so it is used on the liturgy 

eight days after Easter. 

(It also, however, includes the appearance of Jesus to the disci-

ples on Easter evening, a week earlier, in which he empowered 

them to forgive or retain sins.) 

  

8. How did Jesus empower the apostles to forgive or retain sins? 

 

That part of the text reads: 

 

[21] Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As 

the Father has sent me, even so I send you." 

[22] And when he had said this, he breathed on them, 

and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

[23] If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven; if 

you retain the sins of any, they are retained." 

 

He thus gave them a special empowerment with the Holy Spirit to 

forgive or retain sins. 

  

9. How does this relate to the sacrament of confession? 

 

It relates directly to it. Jesus empowered the apostles (and their 

successors in ministry) with the Holy Spirit to either forgive 

or retain (not forgive) sins. 

 

Thank you for your kindness and support �

As you know, these circumstances are new to all of 

us, and we are figuring out as we go, how to effective-

ly reach out to support and minister to our Parish 

Family. We hope we are achieving our goal, and we 

want to thank you for your kind words and support. 

Our parishioner’s faith, health and well�being are in-

credibly important to us, and it is comforting to us, to 

know we are a comfort to you. �

We have had many calls into our office since Easter, 

with parishioners concerned about how to get their 

weekly/monthly donations in. We decided that since 

so many people were calling in, we should address it 

online and in our bulletin. We are humbled and thank-

ful for your concern since although the church is 

closed, we are still paying staff who are working hard 

to keep things running smoothly, as well as paying our 

monthly bills, and providing for the upkeep of all our 

buildings.�

Yvonne, our bookkeeper, is finishing up the online 

payment process and we will be posting the link to 

online giving as soon as the process is complete. In 

the meantime, she said you can send in your dona-

tions to�Christ the Bread of Life Parish and mail them 

to: 322 Circular Ave. Hamden, Ct 06514. You can 

send in one check for the month if you would like, cov-

ering all the weeks, the Special collections and the 

monthly collection for that month. �

She also suggested that if you currently pay your reg-

ular bills online, you can add Christ the Bread of Life 

to the list of your regular bills through your bank, or if 

you are out for a walk or drive, while practicing social 

distancing, you can drop it in the brown bench on the 

Parish Center porch. But please call the office at (203) 

288�1652, to let them know you left something there. �

We miss all your smiling faces, your shared stories of 

weekly events, your joy when you greet each other at 

Mass, and your warmth toward the Parish and each 

other. Stay Home, stay healthy, stay safe, and we will 

worship together again soon! �

Because they are empowered with God's Spirit to do this, their 

administration of forgiveness is efficacious--it really removes sin 

rather than just being a symbol of forgiveness a person is already 

thought to have obtained. 

 

Because they are instructed to forgive or retain, they must discern 

which they are to do. This means that they need to know about 

the sin and whether we are truly repentant of it. As a result, we 

must tell them about the sin and our sorrow for it. Hence: confes-

sion.  
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�Saturday,  April 18,   Saturday within the Octave of Easter�

�  NO MASS�

Sunday, April 19,    Sunday of Divine Mercy�

11:00 a.m.                Christian Rendio by  Gil & Helen Spencer�

�                                 Claudia Turner Shea RIP by Parish�

                                  Maria & Edward Mendes by family�

3:00p.m.����                   Divine Mercy Service�

Monday, April 20,    Easter Weekday�

10:00 a.m.     BSC �  Rev. Joseph Ralph DeCarolis RIP by Parish�

Tuesday, April 21,   Easter Weekday�

10:00a.m.      BSC     Rev. David John Lewandowski RIP by Parish�

Wednesday, April 22,   Easter Weekday�

  10:00 a.m.     BSC    For all in medical field, 1st responders and all 

� essential workers�

  �

Thursday   April 23,   Easter Weekday�

10:00a.m..      BSC   Frank Erff 1st year Anniversary RIP by family�

�  Antonio & Anna DeNisi by daughter in law �

�  Antoinette�

Friday, April 24,    Friday within the Octave of Easter�

 10:00 a.m.     BSC     Health and well being of all parishioners�

��

Saturday, April 25, St. Mark, Evangelist �

                                  NO MASS �

Sunday, April 26,    3rd Sunday of Easter�

11:00 a.m.     BSC�    Chris Reindio by Gil & Helen Spencer�����

��                                 Viltoria Parillo, Teresa Longo, James Mills 56th ����

�                                  Birthday from Scirocco family��

�����      ���                        51st Wedding Anniversary for Ernest & Amanda ��

                                  Bueno by Bueno family��������

�

(all Mass are being streamed live on Facebook and 

our Website)�

CT Food Bank �

If you or someone you know is looking for information 

on Food Pantries, or Mobile Food Pantries, please 

dial 211. You can also call the hotline for the CT 

Food Bank at 203�741�9751, for a recorded list of 

daily Mobile Food Pantry locations. �

Xavier High School �

Congratulations to Christopher D'Agostino, for achiev-

ing High Honors the Third Quarter at Xavier High 

School.  We are proud of you!�

Readings 

Eighth Day: 

Today bring to Me THE SOULS WHO ARE DETAINED IN PURGA-

TORY, and immerse them in the abyss of My mercy. Let the torrents 

of My Blood cool down their scorching flames. All these souls are 

greatly loved by Me. They are making retribution to My justice. It is in 

your power to bring them relief. Draw all the indulgences from the 

treasury of My Church and offer them on their behalf. Oh, if you only 

knew the torments they suffer, you would continually offer for them 

the alms of the spirit and pay off their debt to My justice. Most Merci-

ful Jesus, You Yourself have said that You desire mercy; so I bring 

into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart the souls in Pur-

gatory, souls who are very dear to You, and yet, who must make 

retribution to Your justice. May the streams of Blood and Water 

which gushed forth from Your Heart put out the flames of 

Purgatory, that there, too, the power of Your mercy may be celebrat-

ed. Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon the souls suffering 

in Purgatory, who are enfolded in the Most Compassionate Heart of 

Jesus. I beg You, by the sorrowful Passion of Jesus Your Son, and 

by all the bitterness with which His most sacred Soul was flooded: 

Manifest Your mercy to the souls who are under Your just scrutiny. 

Look upon them in no other way but only through the Wounds of 

Jesus, Your dearly beloved Son; for we firmly believe that there is no 

limit to Your goodness and compassion. Amen. 

Ninth Day: 

Today bring to Me SOULS WHO HAVE BECOME LUKEWARM,* 

and immerse them in the abyss of My mercy. These souls wound My 

Heart most painfully. My soul suffered the most dreadful loathing in 

the Garden of Olives because of lukewarm souls. They were the 

reason I cried out: 'Father, take this cup away from Me, if it be Your 

will.' For them, the last hope of salvation is to run to My mercy. 

Most compassionate Jesus, You are Compassion Itself. I bring luke-

warm souls into the abode of Your Most Compassionate Heart. In 

this fire of Your pure love, let these tepid souls, who, like corpses, 

 filled You with such deep loathing, be once again set aflame. O Most 

Compassionate Jesus, exercise the omnipotence of Your mercy 

and draw them into the very ardor of Your love, and bestow upon 

them the gift of holy love, for nothing is beyond Your power. 

Eternal Father, turn Your merciful gaze upon lukewarm souls who 

are nonetheless enfolded in the Most Compassionate Heart of Jesus. 

Father of Mercy, I beg You by the bitter Passion of Your Son and by 

His three hour agony on the Cross: Let them, too, glorify the abyss of 

Your mercy. Amen. *To understand who are the souls designated for 

this day, and who in the Diary are called 'lukewarm,' but are also 

compared to ice and to corpses, we would do well to take note of the 

definition that the Savior Himself gave to them when speaking to St. 

Faustina about them on one occasion: There are souls who thwart 

My efforts (1682). Souls without love or devotion, souls full of egoism 

and selfishness, proud and arrogant souls full of deceit and hypocri-

sy, lukewarm souls who have just enough warmth to keep them-

selves alive: My Heart cannot bear this. All the graces that I pour out 

upon them flow off them as off the face of a rock. I cannot stand 

them because they are neither good nor bad (1702). 
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The information posted in the weekly bulletins are 

accurate at the time of publication.  For up to date 

information, please check our Facebook page or call �

Valerie in the Parish Center at 203�288�1652.�
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Tweets from Pope Francis�

They are called children of God who have learned the art 

of peace and exercise it, knowing that there is no reconcili-

ation without the gift of one’s own life, and that peace must 

be sought always and in every situation. �

Divine Mercy / DivinaMisericordia�

Sunday, April 19th is Divine Mercy Sunday.� Please 

remember you can obtain the graces available on this 

day by receiving Jesus in your heart with great longing 

and love.� This is an act of Spiritual Communion.� A 

Mass will be televised on this special day from 12:00�

3:30 on EWTN.� For more information go to 

ShrineofDivineMercy.org.� Information in Spanish can 

be found at: LaDivinaMisericordia.org.�

Let us all continue 

to pray for our 

Healthcare Workers 

and First Respond-

ers. These are peo-

ple who are fighting 

to save lives with 

inadequate supplies 

and they put them-

selves in danger on 

a daily basis. They 

are sleeping in 

basements, garag-

es, hotels and 

campers so they 

don't get their fami-

lies sick. They long 

to hug their spous-

es, children and parents, but can't, because they are 

working to save ours. Pray for their health, safety 

and also their families. The sacrifices they are mak-

ing are incredible. May God Bless them and keep 

them safe and from harm. Amen �

If there is a member of our Parish Family who is ill, hospitalized, or 

in need of prayers or if you would like to add a name to our Prayer 

List, call:  Val, our Parish Secretary, (203�288�1652) by Friday, to 

place their names in the weekly bulletin.�

Military Prayer List�

Please pray for all those brave men and women serving in our 

Military, especially: �

Estephania Maria Bernal Portillo (Marines) Hillary A. Robinson 

(Navy), Leslie Raymond (Navy)�

�

�

�

Evelyn Antonina��

Nora Aneto���

Phyllis Caliendo�

Peter Carbine�

Michael Colaiacovo, Jr.��

Vincent Colonna�

Pasquale Cassella�

Blanche Dest�

William Gargano                       �

Rev. Paul Halavatch                 �

Jerry Hunt                                 �

Mary Jane Landino                   �

Michael Landino �

Peter Langella                          �

Vimal Lobo     ����                         

Sharyn Lockwood                     �

Mary Malick                              �

Barbara Mordecai�

Judy Nizen�

Vivian Orie�

John Pesenti�

Francis Pupello�

Diane Siwek Persico�

Barbara Reiber�

Ralph Riccio�

Maria Salamone�

Marie Sargeant�

Luca Small�

Thomas Tracy�

Keith Van Ness�

Maureen Van Ness�

Belisario Veloza�

Nicholas Vitale�

Ron Waite�

Allen Williams�

PRAYER CORNER�

Please pray for the health and well�being of the following 

parishioners:�

Please pray for the men and women in the medical field, 1st re-

sponders, and all those risking their lives in the midst of the Coro-

navirus:�

�

Dr. Alexis Cordone, Nurses: Stephanie Barrett, Michele D’Andrea 

Card, Jessica D’Andrea, Claire Julianelle, Alissa Mansfield, Sa-

mantha Neville, Hope Perfetto, Megan Ryan, Amy Sherer, Pina 

Violano �

�

If you would like to have a name added, please call Valerie at the 

Parish Center.�
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