Our Roman Catholic Community

PASTORAL STAFF

Fr. John J. Brennan

Pastor
Deacon Gary Doane

Deacon Emeritus Bernard Pellissier

SUPPORT STAFF

St. Patrick’s
Barbara St. Martin
Administrative Assistant
Superintendent, Bethany Cemetery

St. Christopher’s

! Stephanie Luke Administrative Assistant

St. Patrick ~ Monson, MA [1878]
A National Catholic Historic Site [1999]

LORD’S DAY MASSES
4:00 PM Saturday ~ St. Patrick’s
6:00 PM Saturday ~ St. Christopher’s
8:30 AM Sunday ~ St. Patrick’s
10:30 AM Sunday ~ St. Christopher’s

ST. PATRICK: 413-267-3622 * Fax 413-267-0272
22 Green Street, PO Box 473, Monson MA 01057
Email: STPATMON@aol.com

Web: stpatstchris.org

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday ~ Friday 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM

ST. CHRISTOPHER: 413-245-7274
16 Sturbridge Rd., Rt. 20, PO Box 387,
Brimfield, MA 01010

Email: stchrisbrimfield@gmail.com
Web: stpatstchris.org

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS
Monday ~ Thursday 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM

MATRIMONY
Couples need to contact the pastor one year prior to the marriage
to begin the Matrimony and Pre-Cana process.

BAPTISMS

The second and third Sundays of the month.

Attendance at a Baptismal class is required. Classes are the first
Friday of each month at St. Patrick’s rectory at 7:00 PM.
Please call the rectory of your parish to register for a class.

SACRAMENT OF CONFESSION

St. Patrick’s ~ Saturday at 3:00 PM or by appointment;

St. Christopher’s ~ Saturday following the 6:00 PM Mass or by
appointment.

VISITATION OF THE SICK

Please inform either parish office if a loved one is hospitalized, in
the care of a nursing facility, or confined to home and would like
to receive the Sacraments.

St. Christopher ~ Brimfield, MA [1953]

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday and Wednesday 9:00 AM at St. Christopher’s
Tuesday 8:00 AM and Friday 7:00 PM at St. Patrick’s

Holy Day Masses
As Announced

ST. PEREGRINE NOVENA

Patron of those with cancer, Aids, and other serious illnesses;
Mass, Novena and Veneration of Relic: Friday at 7:00 PM at
St. Patrick’s. Email intentions: StPereg4U@aol.com

MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA
Tuesday at 8:00 AM Mass ~ St. Patrick’s
Wednesday at 9:00 AM Mass ~ St. Christopher’s

NEW PARISHIONERS

We welcome you to our Faith families. If you are new to one of
our parishes, please register at the rectory. We want to get to
know you and minister to you!




ST. PATRICK PARISH MONSON, M A
Divine Mercy Prayer Shawl Ministry
P_ . -~ : a 2/ The Friends of St Peregrine Prayer Shawl
< L r~ D A ~ / .'r Ministry will meet this Wednesday, April 14th at

SATURDAY
4:00 P.M. Francis & Joan Brothers, req. by
Helen, Michael & Erin.
Rush Limbaugh, req. by
Linda Corriveau.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
8:30 A.M. John S. Collins, req. by
The Family.
James McCarron, Sr., Anniv., req. by
The Family.

MONDAY
9:00 A.M. No Service.

TUESDAY
8:00 A.M. Mass offered for the People.

WEDNESDAY
9:00 A M. Communion Service.

THURSDAY
8:00 A.M. Prayers for Priests “Chalice of Strength”.

FRIDAY
7:00 P.M. Mass/St. Peregrine Novena.

SATURDAY
4:00 P.M. Marcil Levesque, req. by
Laura Corriveau.
Rese Mausser, req. by
Pauline Barth.

NEXT SUNDAY
8:30 A.M. Ronald & Ada Garvan, req. by
Cecelia.
Michael Uliana, Birthday, req. by
The Family.

Weekday Masses
St. Christopher will broadcast their 9:00 AM
m &X@@ weekday Masses Monday and Wednesday
on Facebook. .

PRAYER SHAWL REQUEST
If you know someone who is ill and would like to give them
a Prayer Shawl, please fill out this form and place it in the
collection basket at Mass or call Kathy at 267-4069.

Name of Recipient

Your Name

Your Phone #

Phone # necessary for delivery of Prayer Shawl.

1:00 P.M. in Columbia Hall. Please wear face
masks and keep social distancing. No food allowed.

Grade 1

Eatﬁlan Bridget Wietecha will schedule Zoom

classes as needed. She will be in
touch with the parents by email on Saturdays to assign
what lessons need to be done for the next zoom session.

Reminder: If you are in first grade and have not registered and
received a book please stop in at the rectory Monday-Friday
from 8:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. Please remember that the Sacra-
mental programs are two years and the child must attend both
1st and 2nd grade to make First Communion.
Grades 2, 3, 4

GRADES 2, 3, 4 will meet this Sunday, April 11th from
9:30 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. in Columbia Hall. Please wear a
face mask and maintain social distance. Hand sanitizer will
be available.

Grades 5 & 6
Grades 5 & 6 have started virtually. Please register at the
rectory to receive your book. Once registered, parents
should contact Correna Roberts at 267-9475 for information
on how to access the class.
Grades 9 &10

Grades 9 & 10 will meet this Sunday, April 11th from
5:30 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. upstairs in Columbia Hall. Please
wear a face mask and maintain social distance. Hand
sanitizer will be available.

Parish Stewardship Week Of April 4th:

ENVELOPES: $3,311.00

Financial Report TR R=NN=E 545.00
CHURCH RESTORATION: 300.00
CEMETERY: 585.00

Parish Budget: $3,496.00

Actual Collection: 3,311.00
Over/(Under) Amount): (- 185.00)

Expenses: Payroll, Monthly Bills, Misc 3,162.86
Electric (4 Buildings/Light) 748.46

Oil (3 Buildings) 1,596.04

Total Expenses: 5,507.36

% Your Easter
Offering

EASTER: $1,663.00
EASTER FLOWERS: 919.00
CATHOLIC RELIEF SERVICES: 386.00
HOLY LAND: 466.00
RICE BOWL.: 171.00

We would like to thank all our parishioners for their
generous contributions and support of St. Patrick’s
Church. May God Bless you and your family.

$ Remember Remember our friends, relatives and

N;"' Shut-Ins parishioners that are in the hospital or
@ nursing homes. They need our prayers.



DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

APRIL 11, 2021

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE
DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE
2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday)

What a wonderful joy fills us today as we ponder the
inexhaustible mercy of God. “Mercy is the heart of God,”
Pope Francis tells us. The image of a heart has been used
to point to the very life source of a person as it is the organ
that allows life to flow through our veins and sustain us.
Mercy is the heart of God. Imagine this dynamic, powerful,
compassionate, piercing, embracing, loving, propelling,
penetrating, absorbing, and enveloping, transforming
presence of God flowing into the very depth of our souls. It
is God’s mercy that allows blood to flow through our veins.
It is God’s mercy that forms every atom of our being and
leads us to what is true. God's mercy reveals all
superficiality and falsehood, and lays bare all distortions,
empty promises, weakness, and sin.

“Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and instills
in us the courage to look to the future with hope,” Pope
Francis continues. God’s all forgiving, compassionate love
is with us. When we finally believe and accept that Christ's
resurrected transfigured presence resides with us, we then
find within us a strong confidence to accept life's
imperfections and disappointments and move on. Every day
is a new adventure in new life. God leaves the past behind
and opens doors to the future. It doesn’t matter how many
mistakes we made yesterday. All that matters is what we do
tomorrow and what we learn along the way. It is so easy to
remain tethered and mired in the past, but there is no need
to do so. God is all about tomorrow and the work God has
yet to do in our lives.

Mercy gives birth to hope. Hope for the greatest of sinners
and hope for the worst of disasters. There is nothing God
cannot do and nothing God cannot fashion. After all, every-
thing we know and treasure was once nothing, and look
what God did with the nothing God had! The resurrected
Christ stands before us with nail marks in his wrists and
wounds on his body as a testament that not even injustice,
suffering and death can trample over and destroy God’s
mercy. What have we to fear? Why do we keep ourselves
from peace? Our lack of faith prevents us from going
forward and fully receiving the holiness God desires to
breathe upon us. Breathe in God’s mercy, allow the wind of
God'’s presence to kiss all of your sins and caress all of your
fears. Exhale peace.

OLP1i
Spiritual Communion Prayer

My Jesus, | believe that You are truly present

o 5 in the Most Blessed Sacrament. | love you
above all things and | desire to possess You

1 7 - within my soul.
[ " @ Since | am unable at this moment to receive

% You sacramentally, come at least spiritually
into my heart.

| embrace You as already there, and unite myself wholly to

You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen

April is National Child Abuse

Prevention Awareness Month
As Bishop Byrnes has said, “The Easter spirit-
filled celebration of prevention is a reminder of
the God-given right for each child to live and move and
have its being in a safe and loving environment. It is the
sacred responsibility which is entrusted to every Catholic
adult throughout the diocese to join in the cause to create
and maintain nurturing environments for the children God
has entrusted to our care and protections.”
In conjunction with an invitation from Bishop Byrne to all
parishes to join this national effort to bring an increased
awareness, the Diocesan Offices of Catholic Schools, Faith
Formation and Safe Environment and Victim Assistance
have developed a few resources to promote child safety in
our schools and faith formation programs. We have
developed age appropriate, grade specific lessons and
activities to raise awareness about child safety and
wellbeing that will be delivered through our Catholic schools
and religious education programs. These will be made
available to every family through our programs, Diocesan
social media channels, as well as a designated area on the
Diocese of Springfield website.
In addition, this Wednesday, April 14th at 1:00 P.M. the
Diocese of Springfield will be recognizing Child Abuse
Prevention Month. A special flag raising ceremony and
prayer service will take place to honor those who have
suffered abuse and raise awareness for child abuse
prevention. St. Michael's Cathedral will fly the Children’s
Memorial Flag throughout the remainder of the month to
honor and recognize National Child Abuse Prevention
Awareness Month. We hope that this event and the lessons
prepared for our schools and programs will raise awareness
of the role we all play in providing a safe and loving environ-
ment for each child in our care. We hope the resources
provided also encourage good conversations at home
about child safety and well-being.

2021 Annual Catholic Appeal

“Sowing the Seeds”
Have you taken the time to contribute to

APPEAL ugoying the Seeds” the 2021 Annual Catholic

Appeal? No matter the size of your donation, collectively
your contribution supports more than 40 ministries across
western Mass. You help to feed the hungry, clothe those in
need, support services to the family, elderly and young
people, Catholic school education, protecting life from birth
until death, helping families in crisis, pastoral and spiritual
support services and supports vocations. There is still time
to take part by using the packet sent to your home,
donating online www.diospringfield.org/aca, by calling 413-
452-0670, or take an envelope available at church.

If you’ve already sent in your pledge or donation ~

Thank you for your support!
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ST. CHRISTOPHER PARISH

BRIMFIELD, MA

ADIVINE MERCY

illH

SATURDAY

6:00 P.M. Mass offered for the People.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

10:30 A.M. Michael Smith, req. by
The Catholic Women'’s Club.
In gratitude and thanksgiving for God’s
love and mercy, req. by
The DeMiranda Family.
MONDAY
9:00 A.M. Mass offered for the People.
TUESDAY
9:00 A M. No Service.
WEDNESDAY
9:00 A M. Mass and Novena.
THURSDAY
9:00 A.M. No Service.
FRIDAY
9:00 A.M. No Service.
SATURDAY
6:00 P.M.  George LaBombard, 5" Anniv., req. by
His Wife Terrie.
NEXT SUNDAY
10:30 A.M. Jim Deso, req. by

The Catholic Women'’s Club.

Parish Stewardship Week of April 4th:

ENVELOPES: $3,085.00
EASTER: 706.00

- RICE BOWL: 210.00
SO° HOLY LAND: 139.00
Parish Budget: $2,800.00
Actual Collection: 3,085.00
(Over)/Under Amount: (+ 285.00)

E-mail Prayer Requests
“Prayer: (n) an address (as a petition) to God
in word or thought;, the act or practice of
. praying to God.” ~ Merriam Webster. If any-
" one has any prayer requests, please e-mail
Barbara at bayers9746@charter.net. Also, if you would like
to receive the Prayer Line requests e-mail Barbara and let
her know.

i Save the Date!

w:l;. The Town of Brimfield will be holding a town-
e 1‘- . Wide clean-up Saturday, May 8th! Stay tuned
4= for details on how to sign up!

.?«.-"'

Jesus came, although the doors were
locked, and stood in their midst and
said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said
to Thomas, “Put your finger here and
see my hands, and bring your hand and
put it info my side, and do not be
unbelieving, but believe.” - Jn 20:26b-27

Weekend Mass Seating
As Mass attendance increases, we have the
need to seat parishioners at every Mass. To help
with this process, we are asking for people to
arrive at least 15 minutes before so we can get
everyone seated before Mass begins. This is also so that
our ushers are able to join and enjoy Mass as well.

F é&i mark, April Meetings

\ Your The Knights of Columbus meet Tuesday,
calendar” april 13th at 7:00 P.M. in the Parish Center.

The Parish Council will meet Wednesday, April 21st at

7:00 P.M. via Zoom.

______ Class CCD Schedule

E2X) Schedule April 11, May 2, 16
Grades 3 & 4 and 5 & 6 will meet from 9:00 AM. to
10:20 A.M. in the Church Hall (Lower Church).

Grade 10 will meet from 9:00 A.M. to 10:20 A.M. in the
Parish Center.

April 25, May 9, 23
Grades 1 and 2 will meet from 9:00 A.M. to 10:20 A.M. in
the Parish Center.
Grades 7 & 8 and 9 will meet from 9:00 A.M. to 10:20 A.M.
in the Church Hall (Lower Church).
Please Note: Classes will not be held Sunday, April 18th for
spring break.

Community Service /

Volunteer Opportunities

vﬂL IR Got some time on your hands? Don’t

% know what to do with yourself? Have a
student in need of community service hours ~ or just want
to instill the value of charity and service to others in your
child? There are opportunities for all ages here at St
Christopher’s Parish and with the Hitchcock Academy. An
example of projects: raking & brush cutting, window
washing, computer/ research. For info or details at either
place contact Cindy at execdirector@hitchcockacademy.org
or call the rectory.

L
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i Food Bank News

.. The last delivery to the Wales Food Bank was 67
= pounds of food! Ongoing needs at the food
bank include: Cereal, Jelly, Elbow, Ziti, and Shell
type pasta, Baked Beans, and Fluff. While the

food bank is grateful for all the donations that come in, they

cannot accept any expired food. Please be mindful of this
if you are taking food from your own pantry to donate.




Make The Right Connection!

David L. Beaudoin

Licensed Electrician
#34930-E

Residential,
Commercial, Industrial

mumw' MORIN

' & FOY

M INSURANCE
413-245-6864

30 Sturbridge Rd., Brimfield, MA
INSURANCE FOR YOUR

SQUIER & COMPANY
PrEMmiuMm HEATING OIL
AND SERVICE
Est. IN MonsoN 1874
ATt 5 SQUIER AVE
413-267-3184
24 HR. SERVICE

ProMPT PAYMENT AND
LARGE VoLUuME DISCOUNTS

Fully Insured AUTO, HOME OR BUSINESS || presuy PLins » BUbGET PLANS
(413) 267-0015 www.foyinsurance.com www.squieroil.com
N ERY Rl SUPPORTYOUR |

WINERY

) % >
35 MAIN ST. « BRIMFIELD, MA
413-245-3436

brimfieldwinery@gmail.com

Thank you for your support in 2019
Re-opening May 2021
brimfieldwinery.com

LOCAL PARISH.

SQUIER LUMBER
& HARDWARE, INC.

5 Squier Ave., Monson
www.squierlumber.com
Lumber, Building Materials,
Hardware, Wood Pellets,
Stoves, Garden Supplies
M-F 7-5
SAT. 7-4, SUN. 9-1:30

Compliments Of:

J&S

VENDING
245-7480

THIS SPACE IS

AVAILABLE

ADVERTISE YOUR

BUSINESS HERE

Contact Jim Sposet to place an ad today!
jsposet@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x9461

LET US
PLACE
YOUR AD
HERE.

Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 e Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 @ www.4lpi.com RCC of St. Patrick/St. Christopher, Monson, MA

UPGRADETO A

0 ‘ = AN
VIBRAN
Contact us for details d

800-477-4574

COMPLETE CHIMNEY & MASONRY SERVIGE

NEW CONSTRUCTION - RESTORATION
REBUILDS & REPAIRS
BRICK - BLOCK - STONE - CONCRETE

LICENSED * REGISTERED ¢ FULLY INSURED
Accepting all major credit cards & paypal

Eric Przybycien

www.emcmasonry.com

BEERS & STORY FUNERAL HOMES

F; - .‘.\

&

) !

!
'

&/

PALMER — SOUTH HADLEY — BELCHERTOWN
533-4400

www.beersandstory.com

283-9061

b\ Burial * Cremation * Preplanning

o
-J ),F Wendy Story & Marc Gaudreau

Directors and Certified Celebrants

323-6961

03-0368



