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  Rev. John S. Chen, ext. 129�
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Senior	Priest	in	Residence�
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�

Visiting	Clergy�

  Rev. John Baldovin, SJ�

�

Pastoral	Associate	/	Ministry	Manager�

  Suzanne Robotham, ext. 120�

  suzanne.robotham@lexingtoncatholic.org�

�

Director	of	Faith	Formation	(Grades	K�6)�

  Fran Anderson, ext. 121�

  fran.anderson@lexingtoncatholic.org�

�

Director	of	Faith	Formation	(Grades	7�10)�

  Joyce Pinney, ext. 123�
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�

Director	of	Music�Sacred	Heart	�

  Joanne Messier Lemieux�

  joanne.lemieux@lexingtoncatholic.org�

�

Director	of	Music�St.	Brigid	�

  William Grzybowski, ext. 125�

  william.grzybowski@lexingtoncatholic.org�

�

Business	Manager	�

  Bernard Lannquist, ext. 132�

  bernard.lannquist@lexingtoncatholic.org�

�

Finance	Manager	�

  Donna Synan, ext. 122�

  donna@lexingtoncatholic.org�

�

Parish	Administrative	Assistant	�

  Jackie Wagner, ext. 110�

  jackie.wagner@lexingtoncatholic.org�

�

Faith	Formation	Administrative	Assistant�

  Grades K�10, ext. 124�

  �

The	Compassion	Fund�

  781 862�0335, ext. 254�

Happy 
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Day 
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of issues as being equally important as opposition to 

abortion. This was voted down by the Conference. 

Instead, the bishops chose to include the word pre�

eminent when discussing abortion in contrast to other 

moral issues.�

� Since 1973, the issue of abortion has fractured 

the moral authority of the Catholic bishops. Opposition to 

abortion has so politicized Catholic bishops that many 

have been unvarnished in their support of Donald 

Trump. In the 2016 election, some even said that, 

because he describes himself as being pro�life, Catholics 

have no choice but to vote him into of9ice. He won the 

Catholic vote by 52%. Without the Catholic votes in 2016, 

Trump would not be president today. In the recent 

bishops’ decision to call abortion the pre�eminent issue 

of our day, one bishop went so far as to say we need to do 

this in order to consolidate our gains with the 

appointments of Gorsuch and Kavanaugh to the Supreme 

Court.�

� As the bishops continue to put their 9inger on the 

scales of neutrality, Catholic groups have sprung up like 

“Catholics for Trump”. Other initiatives like “Catholic 

Vote” are bombarding the Internet; targeting Catholics 

and giving the impression that they are communicating 

the of9icial position of the Catholic Church. In the last 

election, the bishops’ orientation trickled down to the 

parish level and saw more than a few pastors attack 

Hilary Clinton and promote a vote for Donald Trump.�

� Looking toward November, it is important to 

note that the bishops’ document on Faithful Citizenship 

clearly discourages single issue voting. The totality of 

what candidates stand for, and have done, needs to be 

carefully evaluated in deciding for whom to cast a vote. 

Catholic social teaching on the environment, 

immigration, health care, capital punishment and care for 

the disadvantaged of our nation and our world are also 

moral issues. Concern over these issues is broadly shared 

across religious and political boundaries. Equally shared 

is concern over the integrity, truthfulness and reliability 

of individual candidates, regardless of where they stand 

on certain issues.�

� Cardinal Dolan and other clergy are welcome to 

their own opinions about the stewardship of President 

Trump. Catholics and others, however, need to know that 

he and many bishops are not conveying any of9icial 

endorsement of the reelection of Donald Trump.�

�

God Bless � � � � �  Msgr. Paul�

� Cardinal Dolan is the Archbishop 

of New York and a high pro9ile 9igure 

both within and beyond the Catholic 

Church. Recently, he and over 600 

Catholic educators had a phone 

conversation with President Trump in 

which he praised the President and told him “we need 

you more than ever” (Crux 4.26.20).  Cardinal 

O’Malley and other prominent bishops were also on 

the call. While the topic of the call was Catholic 

education, the president used it to lobby the 

participants for his reelection.  �

� The New York Post headline two days later 

succinctly captured the essence of the call: “The 

Catholic Church’s compromised moral clarity: What to 

make of a phone call with President Trump.” It went 

on to say “… None of the Catholic leaders challenged 

the president’s cruelty toward immigrants, his denial 

of climate change, cuts to food assistance or pattern of 

racist demagoguery. This was a missed opportunity to 

speak truth to power.”�

� During the call, the president incorrectly 

stated that he had repealed the Johnson Amendment 

in the IRS Code that prohibits non�pro9its like 

churches from endorsing or opposing candidates for 

public of9ice. He described it as “…very vicious … I got 

rid of it so you can express your views very strongly.” 

He went on to say “… I hope that everyone gets out 

and votes and does what they need to do … You’re 

going to have a very different Catholic Church...” he 

warned, if he is defeated.�

� Catholics should be very concerned about 

what is taking place within the hierarchy of the 

Church as we approach the fall election. The Catholic 

Church does not and should not support or oppose 

any candidate for any of9ice including the presidency. 

The Johnson amendment was weakened by a 

presidential executive order in 2017 but was not 

repealed. Regardless, common sense and public 

opinion tell us that neutrality should be the posture of 

churches toward any candidate for public of9ice. This 

does not mean that religious organizations should 

refrain from discussing the morality and impact of 

candidates’ platforms. It especially does not mean 

that churches need to abdicate their responsibility to 

criticize public policy that does harm to the poor and 

foments discrimination, racism and xenophobia.�

� Every four years, the Catholic Bishops 

Conference issues a document called “Forming 

Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.” Before this 

year’s update, the bishops debated several changes to 

the 2020 edition. At issue was the inclusion of a 

paragraph from Pope Francis that describes a range 
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HELPING	HANDS:	 	Helping Hands 

provides rides, meals and other 

types of assistance to parishioners 

in need.  Please give 48 hours notice 

for non�urgent requests.  Our 

coordinator for May is Jeanne Hobbs 

at 781 248�9722.�

�

HELPING	HANDS	COORDINATORS	NEEDED:�

Monthly coordinators are needed through December 

2020.  The coordinator receives calls from parishioners, 

forwards and coordinates requests via email with 

Helping Hands volunteers.  Contact Jeanne at 781 248�

9722 if you are interested in a "work at home" ministry.  

Thank you.�

Please	pray	for	all	who	are	in	need	of	our	prayers,	that	

God’s	healing	and	comforting	presence	be	with	them.�

Joyce Roberts�

Michael Robinson�

Michael Rostanzo�

Katie Sacco�

Antonio Silva�

Diane Sperandio�

Rosemary Tator�

Joe Thompson�

Maureen Maher Vaccaro�

Joan Marie Wall�

Jennifer Zanini�

Lucy Graves�

Lois Healey�

Mary Henderson�

Sonia Hernandez�

Lou Hir�

Bill Hurley�

Carol Keliher�

Mary Lou Knight�

Connie Kwok�

Hannah Lehman�

Sr. Mary Lovezzola�

Alec Macmillan�

Bob McDonald�

Fulton Gerald McInnis�

Paul McManus�

Lucille (Lu) Moran �

Henry Murphy�

Nora Passamonti�

Doris Pemberton�

Misha Peterson�

Carning Regala�

Sharon Reidy�

Fr. James Bertelli�

Dennis Brown�

Maureen Bruce�

Cameron M. Conley�

Deborah (O’Brien) Crowell�

Dolores Davis�

Lee DeAngelis�

Infant Paul Doherty�

Annabelle Dyke�

Teresia Fallon�

Sr. Barbara Gorham�

Please also remember in your prayers all of our deceased family and friends, especially Richard Scalise, Walter 

Williams, Dominic Petringa (father of Fr. Gerard Petringa), James F. DeVellis, Eva Roden (mother of Misha Peterson) 

and Jean Coates (sister�in�law of Ninfa Ortolano).�

NOTE	ABOUT	OUR	PARISH	FINANCES�

Our Annual Finance Reports show that we have money in reserve in both parishes for a rainy day.  These 

accumulated savings will help us as we move through the current crisis.  Our main source of income, however, the 

offertory collection, has been eliminated for the foreseeable future.  This means that we are exclusively dependent 

on mail�in donations and Online Giving.  We know that everyone is feeling the 9inancial impact of this crisis and want 

to express our most sincere thanks to all who are continuing to support our two parishes in these ways.  If you are 

9inancially able to do Online or mail�in donations, please know that this support will be much appreciated and 

enable us to weather this crisis.  Online Giving is simple to set up.  Please go to our parish website 

(www.lexingtoncatholic.org) and click on the icon at the bottom for either Sacred Heart or St. Brigid.  Thank you for 

assisting our parishes at this very dif9icult time.�

OBSERVANCES	FOR	WEEK	OF	MAY	10,	2020�

�

Tuesday: � Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, 

Martyr�

Wednesday: � Our Lady of Fatima�

Thursday: � St. Matthias, Apostle�

Friday: � St. Isidore�

Saturday: � Armed Forces Day�

Next Sunday: � 6th Sunday of Easter�

READINGS	FOR	THE	WEEK	OF	MAY	10,	2020�

Sunday: � Acts 6:1�7/Ps 33:1�2, 4�5, 18�19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4�9�

Monday: � Acts 14:5�18/Ps 115:1�2, 3�4, 15�16 [1ab]�

Tuesday: � Acts 14:19�28/Ps 145:10�11, 12�13ab, 21 [cf. 12]�

Wednesday: � Acts 15:1�6/Ps 122:1�2, 3�4ab, 4cd�5 [cf. 1]�

Thursday: � Acts 1:15�17, 20�26/Ps 113:1�2, 3�4, 5�6, 7�8 [8]�

Friday: � Acts 15:22�31/Ps 57:8�9, 10 and 12 [10a]�

Saturday: � Acts 16:1�10/Ps 100:1b�2, 3, 5 [2a]�

Next Sunday: � Acts 8:5�8, 14�17/Ps 66:1�3, 4�5, 6�7, 16, 20 [1]�

FINANCIAL	STEWARDSHIP�

Sacred	Heart�

Mail in 05/03� � $   2,890�

Online� � � $   2,622 by 44 parishioners�

� � � $   5,512�

�

Saint	Brigid�

Mail in 05/03� � $   5,348�

Online� � � $   5,031 by 88 parishioners�

� � � $10,379�

�

ONLINE GIVING:  Visit www.lexingtoncatholic.org and 

consider using Online Giving to support our parishes.  

It helps us immensely!�
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�YOUTH	MINISTRY	(GRADES	7�10)�

�

HIGH	SCHOOL	PRAYER	BRUNCH	�

Prayer Breakfast has become Prayer Brunch � we have 

settled on 11 AM every Friday morning as the ideal 

time to meet and pray.  Join us on Zoom � the link is 

sent out every Thursday. Keep an eye out for the email! �

�

MSGR.	KEILTY	SCHOLARSHIPS�

High School seniors who have been active in either 

parish after Con9irmation are invited to apply for one 

of the Msgr. Keilty Scholarships.  The application is 

available on the home page of our website, 

LexingtonCatholic.org.  Applications are due on Friday, 

May 22.  Letters of recommendation and references 

can be emailed to me at:�

 joyce.pinney@lexingtoncatholic.org.  �

�

�

WHAT	 ARE	 DEVOTIONS?	 	 AND	WHAT	 IS	 THE	

SACRED	HEART	OF	JESUS?	�

Catholics talk about saints all the time.  There are 

patron saints for all sorts of circumstances in our lives.  

Lost something?  Ask St. Anthony!  Does something 

seem impossible?  Ask St. Jude or St. Rita!  �

�

Most of our churches are named after saints, but 

Sacred Heart Parish is not.  The Sacred	 Heart of Jesus is 

a devotion.  Devotions are a special appreciation for a 

person, activity or cause.  You might think it’s a little 

strange to have a devotion for a body part, but Jesus’ 

heart is not just a body part.  The Sacred Heart of Jesus 

represents his love for us, which is a really nice 

thought.  �

�

Other examples of devotions include the Rosary, 

Stations of the Cross, and the Infant Jesus of Prague.  

Sometimes we use objects to act out our devotion, and 

those items are called sacramentals.  So if you pray the 

Rosary (devotion) you are probably using Rosary 

beads (sacramental).  Praying the Stations of the Cross 

(devotion) by visiting each Station of the Cross picture 

(sacramental) on the walls of a church is another 

example.  �

�

These devotions and sacramental are simply practices 

and items that make it easier to express our faith, but 

they are not crucial to believing in God.  �

FAITH	FORMATION	(GRADES	K�6)�

��

�

FIRST	COMMUNION	FAMILIES:	 	 I know the last few 

months have been difficult especially the last two 

weekends when our First Communions were 

scheduled. I heard from many families over these past 

two weeks and understand how disappointed the 

children were. We have been actively discussing how 

we are going to celebrate the Sacrament once we have 

the flexibility to resume our Masses.  We also are 

planning to meet with the children to finish their 

preparation for the Sacrament. I ask that each family 

watch one of the Masses offered online. Watch Msgr. 

Garrity’s Mass on Sundays by going to our website any 

time after 9:00 am.  In addition, on Saturdays I have 

been sending various child orientated resources for the 

upcoming weekend to share with your children.  Know 

that you are in our prayers and your teachers and I are 

looking forward to celebrating your First Communion 

together!�

��

VACATION	 BIBLE	 SCHOOL	 UPDATE:	  This is 

scheduled for August 10

th

 thru the 14

th

. Currently, we 

are unsure of what type of restrictions will be in place. 

We have also discussed whether we could offer a 

virtual version of VBS.  As soon as a decision can be 

made, I will let everyone know.  �

�

NOT	 ALL	 HEROES	 WEAR	 CAPES!	 SHOW	 YOUR	

SUPPORT	for	our	medical	professionals:		Due	to	the	

popularity	 of	 this	 campaign	 I	 am	 extending	 this	

through	 Friday.	We are asking students to create 

cards to show their support for our medical 

professionals.  Grades K &1 � Hospital Aides, Grades 2 & 

3 � Nurses, 4 & 5 � Doctors and Grade 6 � Medical 

Technicians.  These can be mailed to Fran’s attention or 

dropped off in the plastic box in front of the St. Brigid 

Parish Center.  �

��

I	WANT	TO	HEAR	FROM	YOU!	If you have any thing 

that you would like to see offered, please let me know!  

I am here to meet your needs and would love your 

feedback.  Please email me at:�

fran.anderson@lexingtoncatholic.org �

�

PLEASE	 CHECK	 OUT	 THE	 CATECHISTS	 VIDEO	 to	

their	 students	 on the Lexington Catholic Facebook 

page.  Thank you to all the catechists for the dedication 

they have shown to our parishes and their students. It 

was wonderful to work with you this past year and I 

look forward to another faith filled year together. A 

special thank you to the Strano family.  You also are our 

Heroes.  �

��

HAPPY	MOTHER’S	DAY	TO	ALL	OF	OUR	MOTHERS!		

You became teachers overnight in addition to all of 

your other responsibilities.  Keep smiling and know you 

are a hero to your family!   �
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OUR	CORONAVIRUS	RESPONSE�

�

1.� PRAYER for one another and those affected by the coronavirus crisis is one of the most important 

things that we can be doing.  Because of our continuing concern about spreading the Coronavirus, St. Brigid 

Church will no longer be open for private prayer nor will there be Adoration and Stations of the Cross on 

Fridays.  Please go to our Parish website and/or friend us on Lexington Catholic Community on Facebook.  

We are posting religious services here that can be watched at anytime.  Please note that the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation (Confession) will not be available until further notice.  All of these directives from Cardinal 

Sean are focused on keeping everyone safe and healthy.�

�

2.� DAILY	MASS: Boston Catholic Television broadcasts a daily Mass at 9:30 am on Comcast Cable Channel 

296 in Lexington.  This Mass is also available online anytime at CatholicTV.org.  The Catholic Television 

Network also offers a host of programs and opportunities for prayer including Masses from the Vatican and 

Notre Dame.�

�

3.� EMAIL: As we continue to respond to our nation’s crisis, we want to keep in touch with parishioners as 

much as possible.  We use Constant Contact, a group email service, that reaches all of our parishioners for 

whom we have email addresses.  We would like to have email addresses for all of our parishioners for this 

purpose.  Please be aware that we never share this information with anyone. Please send us your email 

addresses to jackie.wagner@lexingtoncatholic.org if you would like to be connected in this way.�

�

4. � OFFICE	HOURS: Our Parish Of9ice is now closed.  Because of the Governor’s most recent order, we will 

only be available by phone and email.  Our parish staff will be available to provide whatever assistance we 

can and will respond, as best as we can, to speci9ic needs.  Please do not hesitate to call us at 781 862�0335.  

Parishioners have volunteered to assist others in need and we are happy to keep a list of those who would 

like to offer their assistance and connect them with people who are requesting help.   Please note our 

answering service can contact our priests immediately in the event of any emergencies.�

�

5.� WEEKLY	 BULLETIN: During this period, we will continue to publish our weekly bulletin. Many 

parishioners view the bulletin online and we encourage others who have not done so to take a few moments 

and review it each week.  We are re�purposing our bulletin to provide assistance to families with children and 

as a way of keeping in touch during this protracted period.�

�

6.� FUNERALS: We are sad to announce that funerals in our churches will no longer be able to take place 

until further notice.  We will be happy to assist at graveside services and to schedule memorial Masses when 

Masses are once more allowed.  We realize what a great disappointment this will be, but have no control over 

the policy decision of the Archdiocese. �

To	contact	the	Parish	Of9ice:�

shepherd@lexingtoncatholic.org	or	by	phone	at	781	862�0335�

�

WHILE	MASSES	ARE	CANCELLED,�

VIEW	THEM	ON	TV	or	FACEBOOK!�

�

Msgr. Paul is posting a video of Mass each Sunday morning after 9:00 am.  The link is posted on our 

Facebook page and our parish website.�

Other Catholic Masses can also be viewed on demand at www.CatholicTV.org/Mass.  Catholic TV 

also carries services from the Vatican and Notre Dame University.  Catholic TV is on Verizon 

channel 296, or Comcast channels 268 or 183.�
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�

CHILDREN’S READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF MAY 10, 2020�

�

Acts 6:1�7a�

�

�

A lot of people were becoming followers of the Lord.  But some of the ones who spoke Greek started 

complaining about the ones who spoke Aramaic.  They complained that the Greek�speaking widows

were not given their share when the food supplies were handed out each day.�

�

The twelve apostles called the whole group of followers together and said, 

My friends, choose seven men who are respected 

and wise and filled with God’s Spirit.  We can spend our 

time praying and serving God by preaching.”�

�

He had great faith and was 

filled with the Holy Spirit.�

�

Then they chose Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and also Nicolaus, 

These men were brought to the apostles.  

�

�

God’s message spread, �

�

�

�

�

John 14:1�12�

�

�

Jesus said to his disciples, “Don’t be worried!  Have faith in God and have faith in me. There are many 

rooms in my Father’s house. I wouldn’t tell you this, unless it was true.  I am going there to prepare a 

place for each of you. After I have done this, I will come back and take you with me.  Then we will be 

together.  �

Thomas said, “Lord, we don’t even know where you are going! How can we know the way?”�

“I am the way, the truth, and the life!” Jesus answered. “Without me, no one can go to the Father.�

If you had known me, you would have known the Father. But from now on, you do know him, and you 

have seen him.”�

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father. That is all we need.”�

Jesus replied:  “Philip, I have been with you for a long time. Don’t you know who I am?  If you have 

seen me, you have seen the Father. How can you ask me to show you the Father?  Don’t you believe that 

I am one with the Father and that the Father is one with me?  What I say is not said on my own.  

“Have faith in me when I say that the Father is one with me

and that I am one with the Father.  �

“I tell you for certain that if you have faith in me, you will do the same things that I am doing.  

now that I am going back to the Father.”�

 �



�
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�

THE	FIFTH	SUNDAY	OF	EASTER�

�

(Please take a few moments to reflect on the questions after each reading)�

�

�

�

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles�

�

As the number of disciples continued to grow, the Hellenists complained against the Hebrews because their widows 

were being neglected in the daily distribution. So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, “It 

is not right for us to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven reputable men, 

filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas we shall devote ourselves to prayer and 

to the ministry of the word.” The proposal was acceptable to the whole community, so they chose Stephen, a man filled 

with faith and the Holy Spirit, also Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas of Antioch, a convert to 

Judaism. They presented these men to the apostles who prayed and laid hands on them. The word of God continued to 

spread, and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly; even a large group of priests were becoming 

obedient to the faith.� � � � � � � � � � � �

� The Word of the Lord�

�

Who are the reputable people in your life who are filled with “the Spirit and wisdom”?�

�

�

�

A Reading from the First Letter of Peter�

�

Beloved: Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in the sight of God,�

and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices 

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it says in Scripture: Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone, 

chosen and precious, and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame. Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, 

but for those without faith: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, and A stone that will make 

people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall. They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny. You are “a 

chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so that you may announce the praises” of him who 

called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.�

� The Word of the Lord�

�

How are you being built into a “spiritual house to be a holy priesthood”?�

�

�

�

A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to John�

�

Jesus said to his disciples: “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me.�

In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If there were not, would I have told you that I am going to prepare 

a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back again and take you to myself, so that where I 

am you also may be. Where I am going you know the way.” Thomas said to him, “Master, we do not know where you 

are going; how can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. If you know me, then you will also know my Father. From now on you do know him and 

have seen him.” Philip said to him, “Master, show us the Father, and that will be enough for us.” Jesus said to him, 

“Have I been with you for so long a time and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has seen the 

Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The 

words that I speak to you I do not speak on my own. The Father who dwells in me is doing his works. Believe me that I 

am in the Father and the Father is in me, or else, believe because of the works themselves. Amen, amen, I say to you, 

whoever believes in me will do the works that I do, and will do greater ones than these, because I am going to the 

Father.”� � �

� The Gospel of the Lord�

�

Where do you see Jesus in our world today?�
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CPC	REPORT	AND		RECOMMENDATION		ON	MERGING�

SACRED	HEART	AND	ST.	BRIGID	PARISHES�

The Lexington Catholic Community has experienced 

more upset than any community deserves.  Beginning 

as early as 1990, some people within the 

administration of the Archdiocese raised the issue of 

closing Sacred Heart Parish.  This was not the only 

parish identi9ied for potential closure.  In fact, there 

were many small parishes throughout the 

Archdiocese that were located near other larger 

parishes that could have easily accommodated the 

needs of the parishioners of the smaller ones. �

�

St. Patrick’s Parish in Lynn was one of these smaller 

parishes.  It had been carved out of St. Mary’s Parish 

in 1890 to meet the needs of the growing Irish 

immigrant population. By the early 90s, its 

congregation had diminished with less than 150 

people attending the principle Sunday Mass. The 

worship space for the parish was located on the 

second 9loor of the church building with the 9irst 9loor 

dedicated to classrooms for religious education. With 

a shrinking congregation and dwindling 9inancial 

resources, major capital needs had gone unaddressed 

for many years.  Recognizing the reality of the 

parish’s situation, in 1995 the Parish Council 

determined that the parish had ful9illed its mission 

and recommended that the parish be closed with its 

territory going back to the Mother Church of Lynn,  

St. Mary’s. �

�

In addition to St. Patrick’s Parish, over 50 other 

territorial and national parishes were closed before 

the Archdiocese began the process of recon9iguration 

in 2003. In most cases, these closures took place 

without incident as the parishioners in the smaller 

parishes were welcomed into their larger 

neighboring parish communities. These were dif9icult 

transitions but ultimately proved bene9icial as 

limited resources were able to be used more 

prudently. These “bottom up” changes were initiated 

on the parish level and communicated to the 

Archbishop.  �

�

In 2003, Cardinal O’Malley became the sixth 

Archbishop of Boston and was faced with a 

community that had been ravaged by the clergy 

sexual abuse scandal. With diminishing resources, 

fewer priests and declining numbers of parishioners, 

Cardinal O’Malley began a process of recon9iguration 

throughout the Archdiocese with the intent of 

creating more sustainable communities by closing 

some parishes.  This would free up more priests from 

administrative responsibilities and allow for more 

effective use of limited resources.  This “top down” 

approach to planning proved to be less effective. 

Many parishes did close but the process was painful 

for a great number of people.  Some parishioners 

walked away and others joined other parishes. 

Several parishes resisted the decision to close and 

remained “in vigil” for months after their scheduled 

closing date. �

�

Sacred Heart was one of the parishes scheduled to 

close.  Though it was a territorial parish in East 

Lexington, many of its parishioners came from 

surrounding communities. Its relatively small worship 

space and very limited parking availability contributed 

to the closure decision.  This met with 9ierce 

opposition from Sacred Heart parishioners who 

strongly appealed the decision to Cardinal O’Malley.  

He, in turn, appointed Mr. Peter Meade and Sr. Janet 

Eisner to review the Sacred Heart situation and 

several other similar parishes.  Upon their 

recommendation, the Cardinal reversed his decision. 

Instead of closing Sacred Heart, he assigned the pastor 

of Sacred Heart, Fr. Arnold Colletti to be the pastor of 

St. Brigid Parish as well as Sacred Heart.  This was the 

recommendation of Sacred Heart parishioners at the 

time. Retrospectively, this anticipated Disciples in 

Mission, the RCAB Pastoral Plan that has placed two 

and three parishes under the leadership of one pastor 

and one pastoral team.�

�

This was a dif9icult time for Sacred Heart and St. Brigid 

Parishes. The process of recon9iguration caused a great 

deal of turmoil for parishioners in both parishes. 

Sadness, anger, resentment were stirred up as 

parishioners from St. Brigid reached out to welcome 

parishioners from Sacred Heart who insisted that their 

culture at Sacred Heart was not compatible with the 

culture at St. Brigid. A recent listening session to solicit 

input about a shared vision for the future stirred up 

many of these feelings from years ago. �



�

�

9�

The recommendation to merge St. Brigid and Sacred 

Heart into one parish with two worship sites emerged 

for several reasons:�

�

1. It was a response to genuine fears about the closing 

of Sacred Heart. Informally, more than a few Sacred 

Heart parishioners have expressed their expectation 

that this will take place at some time in the future. 

Merging the two parishes would preserve Sacred 

Heart Church as a worship space for those who enjoy 

a smaller church and the sense of community that 

exists especially at the Sunday morning mass.�

�

2. A merger would also allow us to plan for the whole 

Lexington Catholic community instead of the 

challenge of maintaining two separate parishes. �

�

3. Merging would also insure that the assets of Sacred 

Heart parish would always remain in the Lexington 

community.   This will not happen if Sacred Heart 

parish is closed. In this case, all of its assets will revert 

to the Archdiocese.�

�

4. Recent listening sessions that took place in early 

February of 2020 stirred up strong feelings that were 

rooted in the fact that the Lexington Catholic 

Community continues to be two separate parishes. �

�

5. Merging parishes has already taken place in several 

communities and is being recommended from the 

grass�roots in many other collaboratives for reasons 

similar to those listed above. �

�

6. The planned mergers within many collaboratives 

throughout the Archdiocese indicates that the 

“Disciples in Mission” plan that does not envision 

mergers is already being by�passed or amended in 

light of experience.  �

�

The recommendation to merge was presented to the 

Collaborative Pastoral Council on March 2 and was 

printed in the parish bulletin on the following Sunday.�

�

Upon the recommendation of CPC members, the 

pastors of two merged parishes were interviewed at 

great length. Fr. Jim Loughlin managed the merger of 

St. Ann and St. Zephryn Parishes in 2011. The whole 

merger process took place over three years with 

numerous parish meetings and the use of a 

professional facilitator. Fr. Phil Early managed the 

merger of St. Dorothy and St. Thomas Parishes in 

Wilmington. This was concluded in 2018; however, the 

vision of effecting this merger had been talked about at 

numerous, facilitated meetings since 2008 when Fr. 

Early became pastor of both parishes. �

�

In both cases, the impetus to merge was rooted in the 

concept of creating one faith community while, at the 

same time, preserving two worship spaces/churches. 

Both pastors agreed that the most noticeable change 

was felt in the administration of the merged parish. 

Each merged parish now has one business manager, one 

budget to manage, one accountant, one Finance Council 

and one goal for the Catholic Appeal. Parishioners 

continue to worship in both churches and previous 

collaborative efforts with regard to Adult Faith 

Formation and Christian Service continue. Neither 

pastor could point to a dramatic change in parish life as 

a result of the mergers. Both churches continue with 

their names though each merged parish has a new 

name: Good Shepherd Parish in Wayland and 

Trans9iguration Parish in Wilmington. �

�

After prayerful consideration, it is my recommendation 

that we do not embark on a process about the possible 

merger of St. Brigid and Sacred Heart Parishes at this 

time. There are several reasons for this.�

�

1. In order to effect a successful merger, the support of 

parishioners in both parishes is necessary. Lengthy 

meetings that may stir up more animosity than 

creativity may be a poor use of time at a moment when 

we should be focusing on recovering from the Covid�19 

pandemic.�

�

2. The most noticeable change for the pastors of the 

merged parishes previously mentioned is already a 

reality in Lexington. We have one business of9ice that 

professionally manages the 9inances and facilities of our 

two parishes. �

�

3. The human cost of embarking on a process to 

investigate merging would be very signi9icant when 

measured against the short term bene9its. At some 

future point, this question will need to be revisited. For 

the time being, the wisest course of action seems to be a 

continuation of collaboration between Sacred Heart and 

St. Brigid Parishes.  �

� Msgr. Paul V. Garrity�

CPC Approval  5.3.20�

RECOMMENDATION�
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James M. 
McLaughlin, Inc.
Excavation & Site Work

973 Concord Tpke.
Lexington, MA 02421

(781) 862-4851

 Your Trusted Hearing Healthcare Professionals

Audiology & HeAring 
    SolutionS, inc

 
Call today to schedule a no charge consultation 

with one of our Doctor’s of Audiology.
955 Main St., Suite 306 Winchester

781-218-2225
www.audiologyhearing.net

Compliments of 

WG Pierro 
Plumbing 
& Heating

M.P.L. 9807
94 Bow St.

Lexington, MA
(781) 861-6085

• ALL CALLS RETURNED WITHIN 24 
HOURS • 

(781) 860-9618
www.marquistree.com

• Large & Multi-Tree Removal
• Pruning & Removal of  Any Size Tree
• 75 Foot Aerial Bucket
• 225 Foot Crane
• Fully Insured
• Free Estimates
• Winter Rates
• Stump Grinding
• Prompt, Friendly Service

Degree in Tree 
Care from UMASS

Member Mass. Arborists

ROBERT L. GREEN, INC.
Roofing & Contracting

Residential & Commercial
Asphalt Shingles • Rubber • Slate
Cedar Shingles • Synthetic Slate

Gutters • Copper
 Free Estimates

Licensed & Fully Insured

(781) 861-7900

Outstanding Services for Homeowners & Contractors

Shop our other locations in
 Chelmsford, Sudbury & Wilmington

Call us at: 781-643-8100 | www.arlcoal.com
41 Park Avenue - Arlington, MA

Neillio’s 
Gourmet 
CateriNG

Social & Corporate Catering
Waitstaff • Bartenders

Party Equipment • Delivery
Drop-Off & Set-Up

781-861-8466
www.neillioscatering.com

53 Bedford Street
Lexington, MA

9 Meriam St • Lexington, MA 02420
Off 781.862.7240 • Cell 781.504.6856

Local Roots. Local Knowledge.
Professional Service.

www.lexingtonre.com
lester.savage@commonmoves.com

Each office is independently owned and operated.

LESTER E. 
SAVAGE

Arianna Cardillo
Realtor & Lexington Resident

781-330-0722 
ariannacardillo@kw.com

Jorge E. Camargo
REALTOR

Bilingual Services
617-549-4718

jcamargo@ownnewengland.com

40 Waltham St.
Lexington, M

A reliable & trustworthy 
auto repair shop.

Call: 781-862-1070
www.AccurateBrake.net

542 Mass. Ave.- Lexington

-TILE-
Robert Merenda 

Floors, Inc.
Floor & Wall Tile 

Contractors

• Ceramic • Granite • Vinyl 
• Marble • Porcelain

781-939-9222 
merendafloors.com

Request A Free Consultation 

(781) 849-3090 
www.kellyfinancial.org

10 Forbes Road, Ste 130 | Braintree, MA 

1 Van de Graaff  Dr, Ste 404 | Burlington, MA 

TUNE IN: 
Saturday 
9AM - 12PM

Senior Safe Money Strategies®TRUST  
As a fiduciary, we are required to place your interest above our own.

EXPERIENCE  
Navigating the changing face of retirement since 2003.  

INDEPENDENCE  
The freedom to tailor your investment strategy to your unique needs.

Contact Mark Brennan to place an ad today! 
mbrennan@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6343 

BUILDING QUALITY 
HOMES IN LEXINGTON

If you are looking to build new OR 
if you are looking to sell your 

property, give us a call!

(781) 257-2594
admin@finnegandevelopment.com

www.finnegandevelopment.com
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Michael J. Keegan
861-6220

Strong Faith & Good Health
Make for a Happy Smile

From a Thankful Parishioner
Paul F. DiMattia DDS 

and Associates
LASER, COSMETIC, FAMILY DENTISTRY

781-862-0665

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

MAINTENANCE • REPAIRS
DEVELOPMENT

 • Home Repairs
 • Home Improvements
 • Handyman Service

www.croneill.com

781•863•6336

www.mikelearycontracting.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
Roofing Contractors

Windows • Siding • Gutters 
Snowplowing

Registered & Insured

t: 781-862-1108 • f: 781-863-8840
251 Worthen Road East

Lexington, MA 02421vialagocatering.com

Breakfast, lunch, dinner with full bar and 
prepared take-out foods. Extensive full-service, 

social, and corporate catering services.

(781) 861-6174
1845 Massachusetts Ave.  | Lexington

 Award Winning
 Lexington
 Realtor

Perla Walling
Thinking of Selling?

Contact Me Today! 

781-626-1110

perla@perlawalling.com
www.perlawalling.com

Redefining Retirement

Our mission; The people we serve 
are at the center of what we do

1775 Mass Ave. - Lexington

781-860-7888
www.capstonemortgage.com

NMLS#1445 - Broker Lic# MB1445

A local resident for 
the past 25 years

Amie Pettengill, Realtor
781-962-0344

amie.pettengill@NeMoves.com
1775 Massachusetts Ave., Lexington

Personalized care in
a relaxing environment

Please call us at: 781-862-0350
lexingtondentalassociates.com
271 Lincoln Street, Lexington, MA

STEPHEN STRATFORD, Broker, Sr. V.P. Sales

Lexington’s Leading Broker for over 20 Years
Cell - 781.424.8538

Office - 781.861.9600
www.stephenStratford.Raveis.com

1713 Massachusetts Ave., Lexington, MA
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MURPHY
FUEL CORP.

HEATING OIL
24 HOUR

EMERGENCY SERVICE

781-899-1424

Let a Lexington Resident promote  
the town we love, to sell your Home!

JOHN BUTERA
Email: John.Butera@raveis.com
www.JohnButera.raveis.com

1713 Massachusetts Avenue 
LEXINGTON

617.962.9267

TRAVEL GROUP

Visit our website at
www.katlintravel.com

1840 MASS AVE.
LEXINGTON

TEL: 781-862-6229
A Virtuoso

Agency

Garden Center, Deli & Farmstand
927 Waltham Street

Lexington, MA 02421
781-862-2112

www.wagonwheelinc.com
Open 7 days a week!

Small Jobs Welcome!!
781-862-1071

www.oreillyelectric.com
Master Electrician Lic. #A14164

32 Year Res., Lexington, MA

ELECTRICAL SERVICE

Owner Operator            Insured

LEARY AUTO
REPAIR

Foreign & Domestic Repairs
All Types of Repairs

122 South Road, Bedford
781-271-1170

WWW.LEARYAUTO.COM

TUNE UPS • BRAKES 
SHOCKS • OIL CHANGES

ELECTRICAL WORK • TIRE SALES

Mary-Lou McDonough
REALTOR® CRS, CBR, CLHMS, 

SRES, ABR, GREEN

617-947-9279
mmcdonough@barrettsir.com

www.lexingtonmahouses.com

Bob LaMacchia
Landscape, Inc.
COMPLETE LANDSCAPING

& MASONRY SERVICES

781-893-4516
lamacchialandscape.com

Serving Lexington &
Surrounding Area

lamacchialandscape@yahoo.com

Facilities for rent for special occasions,
private parties and business functions.
Also, we are accepting

New Members.
Please contact us for more information.

781-862-8054
knightscouncil94@gmail.com

177 BEDFORD ST., LEXINGTON

Serving Lexington Since 2018
@abbottsonthegreen

Since 1902

Meadow Green 
Nursing and 

Rehabilitation Center
The Finest in Short and Long 

Term Care Services
45 Woburn St., Waltham, MA 02452

781-899-8600 
www.meadowgreenrehabandnursing.com

Proudly owned and operated
by the A. Franchi Family

 Nancy’s
 Dog Walking      & Dog Sitting
 with  love

FREE Consultation!

Call Nancy at: 

781-526-6358
nadoherty@hotmail.com

 Nancy’s
 
 love

Board Certified and affiliated with the top 
pediatric hospitals in Boston
Most Insurances accepted

Jacquelyn Chambers MD, FAAP
Mitchell Feldman MD, FAAP

Francine Hennessey MD, FAAP
Christine Larsen RN, CPNP

Sheila Lewis, RN, CPNP
Elaine Rothstein RN, CPNP
Jesse Zaitchik Rn, CPNP

Open 365 days/year
Hours: Mon-Thurs: 8:30am-8:30pm

Fri: 8:30-5:00pm
Wkends, Holidays: starting at 10am

www.patriotpediatrics.com
781-674-2900

74 Loomis Street, Bedford

“Our Pledge - Clients Come First.”

Rich McDonough, Realtor
Alina Wang, Realtor

781-727-7849
McdonoughWangGroup.com

Family Owned & Operated
for Six Generations

Pre-Arranged Funeral Plans
Full Range of Cremation Services

Mark S. Douglass, Director
51 Worthen Road, Lexington, MA

781 862-1800
www.douglassfh.com

275 Massachusetts Avenue
Lexington, MA 02420

781-862-3400

THEATRE
PHARMACY

1784 Mass. Ave.

Lexington

862-4480

Krista N. Manickas, DMD

General & Family Dentistry Specialists 
in cosmetic & implant dentistry, crowns, 

bridges and dentures

We welcome you to join our family! 
Now Accepting New Patients

803 Mass Ave, Lexington, MA

781-862-8223
LexingtonImpantAndRestorativeDentistry.com

Paul Dauteuil
Owner

Please call us at:
978-957-1672
508-574-4219

proservicepainters.com

MATTHEW R. FOTI
Landscape Design & Construction, Inc.

cell: 781.789.3005
office: 781.862.1010

Matt@FotiLandscape.com
www.FotiLandscape.com


