
ST. LEO the GREAT 
Roman Catholic Church in Little Italy, Baltimore 
 
OUR MISSION: We, the parish family of St. Leo the Great Church in the 
heart of historic Little Italy, Baltimore, are united in our Catholic faith and 
rich in our heritage. We see the face of Christ in all of God’s people and 
welcome new parishioners. In answer to our baptismal call, we reach out in 
the areas of liturgy, devotion, education, needs for the poor, evangelization, 
and advocacy. Our stewardship of time, resources, and talent go beyond the 
parish boundaries to hospitals, schools and nursing homes. Thus, we strive 
to follow Christ, who is the “Light of the human race.” (Jn 1:4) 
 

Staffed by Pallottines of 
the Immaculate 

Conception Province 
 

Rev. Bernard P. 
Carman, S.A.C. 

Pastor 
 

Rev. Mr.  
Douglas P. Kendzierski 

Deacon 
 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
8:00 am Mon, Tues, 

Wed, Fri, Sat 
4:30pm Saturday 

9:30am & 11:30am 
Sunday 

 
Holy Days of Obligation 

Mass times are announced.  
 

Confession is heard 30 
minutes before Mass. 

To schedule a Confession 
differently, call the 

Parish office. 

Saint Leo the Great Church 
was built for Italian 

immigrants, dedicated 
September 18, 1881. It is 
registered as a Historical 

Landmark by the U.S. Dept. 
of the Interior.

 
 

St. Leo the Great 
227 S. Exeter Street 

Little Italy / Baltimore  
Maryland 21202 

 
410-675-7275 
FAX 410-675-8292  

 
saintleorcc.com  
SaintLeosOffice@ 

gmail.com 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon-Thurs 9am-3pm 

Fridays closed 
(closed daily  

12:30-1:30 pm) 

Parish Office Admin. Asst. 
Tina DeFranco 

SaintLeosOffice@gmail.com 
 

Facilities Mgr/Bulletin Editor 
Rob Daniels 

SaintLeosFacilities@gmail.com 
 

Accountant 
Robin Novak 

 
Music Director 

Christopher Rhodovi 
 

Trustees 
Joe Corasaniti 

Salliann Alborn 
 

Parish Council President 
Maria Jackson 

 
Pastoral Care 

Sr. Mary Catherine Duerr, 
SUSC 

 
Religious Education 
Maryellen Woodward 

 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Sue Corasaniti 
SaintLeosVolunteers@gmail.com 

or wtwindstar@aol.com 
 

Social media / Website / 
Bulletin design & layout 

Suzanna Molino 
Promotion Center for Little Italy 

info@promotioncenterfor 
littleitaly.org 

 
YouTube 

SaintLeosOnline@gmail.com
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WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday/sabato, 29 agosto 

8am Pro Populo 
4:30pm Gueseppa Donato & Francesco Motta by Pina Germano 

Sunday/domenica, 30 agosto 
9:30am Guido & Evelina Giacomelli by Giacomelli Family 

11:30am Salvatore Maria Cricchio (anniversary)  
by Guido & Tina Cricchio DeFranco 

Monday/lunedì, 31 agosto 
8am Ruth Stewart by Mark & Shelli Gardino 
Tuesday/martedì, 1 settembre 1 
8am Pat Rukowicz by Tina Cricchio DeFranco 

Wednesday/mercoledì, 2 settembre 
8am Angelo Nucci by Joyce Blake 

Friday/venerdì, 4 settembre 
8am Ray Stefani by Marion Erikson 

Saturday/sabato, 5 settembre 
8am Pro Populo 

4:30pm Jennie Scaffidi by Philomena Scalia 
Sunday/domenica, 6 settembre 

9:30am Joseph M. Corasaniti & Leonard A. Feeny 
by Joe & Sue Corasaniti 

11:30am Amedeo Gabriele (birth) by his wife 
 
The 2020 Mass Intention book is full. Watch soon for 2021 book. 
 
DAILY READINGS week of August 29 
Sun 8/30: Jer 20:7-9/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 [2b]/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 
Mon 8/31: 1 Cor 2:1-5/Ps 119:97, 98, 99, 100, 101, 102 [97]/Lk 4:16-30 
Tue 9/1: 1Cor 2:10b-16/Ps145:8-9,10-11,12-13ab,13cd-14 [17]/Lk 4:31-37 
Wednesday 9/2: 1 Cor 3:1-9/Ps 33:12-13, 14-15, 20-21 [12]/Lk 4:38-44 
Thursday 9/3: 1 Cor 3:18-23/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [1]/Lk 5:1-11 
Friday 9/4: 1 Cor 4:1-5/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 27-28, 39-40 [39a]/Lk 5:33-39 
Saturday 9/5: 1 Cor 4:6b-15/Ps 145:17-18, 19-20, 21 [18]/Lk 6:1-5 
Sunday 9/6: Ez 33:7-9/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Rom 13:8-10/Mt 18:15-20 

PAROLE di PADRE BERNIE 
(Words from Father Bernie) 
 
COULD WE START AGAIN, PLEASE? In this song added to 
“Jesus Christ, Superstar,” that is the reaction of Mary 
Magdalene, Peter, and the other Disciples. All was well and 
good as long as there were stirring homilies, insightful 
instructions, and miracles. It could not have been a secret that 
the leaders were planning to get rid of Jesus. As long as things 
look and feel good, it is easy to ignore the negative omens.  
 
There is Peter in this Gospel reading. Things are going well. 
There have been a few difficult moments. Signs of trouble have 
been noticeable. But they have passed, at least for the 
moment. Then Jesus insists the worst is yet to come. Peter 
won’t have it. We presume the other Disciples were in the boat 
with him. The idea that the Messiah will be an earthly leader, 
an emperor, and will establish an everlasting kingdom here 
on earth still prevails. Truth had to burst the bubble. Reality 
had to break in. “My thoughts are not your thoughts,” says the 
Lord, “and My ways are not your ways.” [Isaiah 55:8]  
 
Funny how we demand the truth but often do not accept it. So 
many years later we know how it all played out. Is our time 
similar? Before the current crisis we had reason to believe our 
reality was unshakeable. Well, that’s over! How do we handle 
it? The Disciples had to live through the Passion and Death of 
the Lord to come to the Resurrection (not to mention Jesus 
Himself). Only then could some meaning and sense be found 
in it all. We are still amid the latest upheaval of our life and 
expectations. The Disciples knew their fear, banded together 
with each other, were steadfast in prayer with Mary to hold 
them in unity, and came through the darkness into new light. 
Is that the same formula for us? 
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PERCHÉ LO FACCIAMO? 
Why do we do that? Catholic life explained 
 
Q: How many times a day can a person receive 
Communion? 

 
A: To find an answer to this question, we need to turn to the 
Church’s Code of Canon Law: “One who has received the 
blessed Eucharist may receive it again on the same day only 
within a Eucharistic celebration in which that person 
participates …” [no. 917] 
     This tells us the standard answer would be that we can 
receive Communion twice in a day. Having said that, we also 
want to be sure we pay attention to the entire instruction. The 
phrase “within a Eucharistic celebration in which that person 
participates” is important. It means: a) we always have to 
think of receiving Communion as being within a celebration 
of the Mass and b) we have to be participants in that 
celebration – we cannot simply show up “in time” for 
Communion.  
     So, when would this rule apply? For example, if you attend 
Mass on a Saturday morning and then take part in the Sunday 
Vigil Mass on Saturday evening, you could licitly receive 
Communion at both celebrations. Or, if you receive 
Communion at a wedding or funeral Mass, you could also 
receive Communion at a daily Mass or Sunday Vigil 
celebrated on the same day. We always want to be sure we 
observe the rules for fasting from food and drink before 
receiving the Eucharist [Code of Canon Law, no. 919]. We 
should also remember the Code instructs anyone who is in 
danger of death or seriously ill also may receive Communion 
a second time [no. 91, §2].  
 

 
 

 
 

“Since God is perfect in loving  
man, man must be perfect in  

loving his neighbor.” 
~ Saint Vincent Pallotti 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SACRIFICAL GIVING August 22-23 
Attendance 101   
Collections  $2,461 
 

Per favore, we ask that you use your giving envelopes. If 
you place a loose check in the collection basket, please 
write your envelope number on it. Grazie. 
 
SEPTEMBER BREAD & WINE OFFERING 
Josephine Platerote 
 
REST IN PEACE                
Gabriella Brotto 
 
PRAYERS FOR OUR PEOPLE 
Please add to your prayer list our St. Leo's parishioners who 
are ill, in need, or otherwise deserve a special individual 
prayer, including those names written in our Prayer 
Intention book in the back of the church. As well, feel free 
to write in your prayer intentions.  
 
PARISH BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Welcome to a new design of our weekly parish bulletin! If 
you have an item for publication, email the information to 
Rob Daniels, SaintLeosFacilities@gmail.com or call the 
parish office, 410.675.7275. Weekly deadline is 10 am 
Monday. 
 
IN LIEU OF FLOWERS 
When a family member dies and requests for donations 
are published “in lieu of flowers,” perhaps consider St. 
Leo’s Church as the recipient of those “in memory of” 
donations? We would be grateful as we pray for your loved 
one’s soul. 
 
ONLINE GIVING AVAILABLE 
St. Leo's cancelled both summer Italian festivals. If you are 
able to assist us with any donation amount to help 
make up some of the lost revenue, online giving is 
available: https://www.givecentral.org/location/657 or 
mail a check to St. Leo's Church, 227 S. Exeter Street, Little 
Italy / Baltimore, MD 21202. Grazie.  
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WE ARE COVID CONSCIOUS! 
Q: What are the small yellow chains across each 
pew used for? 

 
A: As you enter a pew, unhook the chain; as you exit, leave 
the chain unhooked. That shows us the pew was utilized 
during Mass and therefore, will be sanitized. Here is what 
else we do: 
 
•! Pews are sectioned for social distancing. 

 
•! Communion is distributed at end of Mass so people 

can leave immediately after. 
 

•! Eucharistic Ministers sanitize their hands and 
wear masks. 
 

•! All who enter the church must wear masks. 
 

•! Sign of Peace includes no hand shaking 
 

•! Hand sanitizer is available at entrances. We also 
encourage you to bring your own. 
 

•! Communion is offered only by hand. 
 

•! Attendance is lower than usual, therefore, there’s 
plenty of space for those wishing to attend. 

 

LIVE THE LITURGY 
Inspiration for the week  
 
Secular problems require savvy secular solutions. We are trained to 
solve problems, be successful and productive, and find our way 
through all that life presents to us. Corporations value those who 
can decipher the best avenue to take to resolve an issue. How do 
you train and renew your mind? Facts, figures, scientific tools, 
analytical processes, best practices, and models of varying kinds are 
at our disposal. If we don’t know the full and proper course of action, 
we can easily find it. But there is a knowledge that goes far beyond 
all these things that makes a direct claim on the essence of our 
being. It satisfies a deeper thirst and hunger that keeps us restless 
until it is satisfied. Our minds, hearts, and souls cannot be nurtured 
only purely by secular and temporal things. We must seek the 
enlightenment that comes from God. This allows us to see the value 
of suffering in order to achieve a greater good and the losing of our 
very self in the service of something greater. Faith only makes sense 
if it can bring us to this heightened awareness. 
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SACRAMENTS IN SEPTEMBER 
We pray for our eight candidates who are preparing to 
make their Confirmation on September 13th at the 9:30 
Mass; and for our two Communicants who will be receiving 
their First Holy Communion at the 9:30 Mass on 
September 20th. These important Sacraments are a process 
of deepening one’s faith and growing as a follower of 
Christ. We pray for these 10 young people to continue to 
be strengthened in their relationships with the Lord.  
 
NOVEMBER RAVIOLI DINNER IS ON! 
Our annual November Ravioli Dinner may look much 
different this year, however, good news for ravioli lovers! 
We will host the event, however, without sit-down dining; 
instead, we’ll offer CARRYOUT and CURBSIDE. Stay tuned 
for the date to be announced! Whether to host the ravioli-
making sessions is still under discussion. We will inform 
you as soon as we know.  
 

 
 
NEW BOOK CELEBRATES OUR 
ITALIAN HERITAGE 
 
We celebrate and support our Italian heritage. The new 
book, Italians in Baltimore, will be published November 2, 
2020 (written by a parishioner) and includes vintage 
images about some of our parish history, that of the 
neighborhood's immigrants, and the rest of Baltimore's 
Italian community. View it here: 
promotioncenterforlittleitaly.org/souvenir-shop. 

WHAT IS FERRAGOSTO? 
Celebrated annually in Italia on August 15th, Ferragosto may 
well be considered the height of the Italian summer when 
most of Italy shuts down. Many Italians take vacation around 
this time, with the cities (citta’) emptying and the beaches 
(spiaggie), mountains (montagne), and parks (parchi) filling 
up. Ferragosto, which coincides with the Catholic Feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is a holiday that dates 
back to the era of the Roman Emperor, Augustus. Several 
festivals took place during August (agosto) to celebrate the 
harvest. In 18 BC, Augustus introduced Feriae Augusti to 
provide a longer rest period after a harvest - a time of intense 
agricultural labor. The popular tradition of taking a trip during 
Ferragosto was introduced in the 1920s and was established 
as a national holiday by Mussolini. The tradition continues 
with Ferragosto being a celebration of summer! 

 
 
8 A.M. DAILY MASSES RESUME 
St. Leo’s daily 8 am Masses resumed earlier this month 
and follow our normal schedule: weekly on Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday. 
 
FOLLOWING US ON FACEBOOK? 
Be sure to follow St. Leo’s facebook page where you’ll 
view a daily morning prayer ... AMEN! @saintleorcc 
 
STAY IN THE LITTLE ITALY LOOP!                                   
The monthly Neighborhood News from Little Italy can be 
sent to your inbox automatically. Enter your email 
address on PromotionCenterfor LittleItaly.org. 

                         



 AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
 
• Immerse yourself in all things Italian: language, 
cooking lessons, arts, culture, and more! Pandola 
Learning Center will begin online Italian language 
classes in the fall – stay tuned for dates! Various levels 
from beginner through advanced will be offered. 
Receive updates automatically in your inbox. Visit 
pandolalearningcenter.org. 
 
• City Councilman Zeke Cohen is holding regular 
virtual meetings involving various Little Italy-related 
organizations, about what to do in the Columbus 
Piazza on President Street in Little Italy where the 
Christopher Columbus statue once stood – it was torn 
down by protestors July 4th. Discussion includes other 
potential statues to erect and what to rename the 
piazza. 
 
• Benventi to the neighborhood, Ovenbird Bakery! 
Stop by after attending Mass; it’s located on the corner 
of Exeter & Fawn (in Mugs’ previous space) and offers 
fresh baked goodies and bread, coffee, and/or 
breakfast. Serves outdoor only. 
 
• CANCELED: Madonnari Arts  
Festival in Sept. and Columbus  
Celebrations’ Italian Heritage  
Festival in October. 
 
• Little Italy is still cooking! Neighborhood 
restaurants wish to serve you while keeping staff, 
customers and the community safe. Not ready to visit 
in person? Consider buying gift cards for future use. 
Gift card purchases are a great way to support your 
favorite restaurant. These family-owned businesses 
often support our parish events! See full list here: 
 promotioncenterforlittleitaly.org/restaurants.html 

 

 
Let’s learn Hail Mary in Italian! 

Ave, o Maria, piena di grazie, 
il Signore è con te. 

Tu sei benedetta fra le donne, 
e benedetto è il frutto  

del tuo seno, Gesù. 
Santa Maria, madre di Dio, 

prega per noi peccatori, 
adesso e nell'ora della nostra morte. 

AMEN. 
 
 

BLAST FROM OUR PAST 
1952 St. Leo’s altar boys 

(photo by Thomas C. Scilipoti) 
 

 

 



The Ruck Funeral Homes
 
 Leaonard J. Ruck, Inc. Ruck Towson Funeral Home, Inc.
 5303-09 Harford Road 1050 York Road
 Baltimore, MD 21214 Towson, MD 21204
 410-426-1517 410-823-1700

Owned and Operated by the Ruck Family
www.ruckfuneralhomes.com

Kaczorowski Funeral Home, P.A.
Family Owned and Operated
Serving the faith community of 
Southeast Baltimore since 1952

1201 Dundalk Avenue
 410.633.0000 www.kfhpa.com

901 FAWN STREET
BALTIMORE
MARYLAND

410-727-2667

PASTORE’S 
ITALIAN DELLY

2 GREAT LOCATIONS
Home of the famous 
(Gonzo) sandwich

8646 Loch Raven Blvd. in Towson
410-825-5316 | Pastoresdelly.com

8442 Philadelphia Rd in Rosedale
410-686-1884 | Pastores.net

237 S. High St., 
Baltimore

410-837-0309

The Chiapparelli Family

Knights of Columbus
Saint Vincent Pallotti

Council # 14535
Based at Saint Leo’s Church

*****
Charity-Unity-Fraternity-Patriotism

Knights Membership is open to 
Catholic Gentlemen Age 18 and Over

For Information Call 410-207-7075www.iacoboni.com

Specialists in: Clearing, Demolition, Grading, 
Sediment Control, Water, Sewer, Storm 

Drains, Conduits, & Paving

(410) 686-2100
Thomas J. Iacoboni - President

tiacoboni@iacoboni.com
9301 Philadelphia Rd • PO Box 72550

Baltimore, MD 21237

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Leo the Great, Baltimore, MD 03-0389

CHARLES S. ZANNINOCHARLES S. ZANNINO
FUNERAL SERVICE P.AFUNERAL SERVICE P.A..

Traditional Funerals & Cremation Services Available

10% DISCOUNT
ON PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR

ALL VETERANS AND FIRST RESPONDERS

410-327-4220410-327-4220 263 S. CONKLING ST., BALTIMORE MD.
PARKING LOT ADJACENT TO BUILDING

Contact Servaas Verbiest to place an ad today! 
sverbiest@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6630 

Sue Georg
Associate Broker / Realtor®

The Angel Stevens Team
Cummings & Co Realtors

410.913.9090
InnerHarborCondos.com

BaltimoreNeighborhoods.com
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Indoor bocce ball court

1012 Eastern Ave, Little Italy
410.783.9209

www.lascaladining.com

SCITTINO’S
Catering • Full Deli • Pizza & Take Out

Traditional Holiday Baked Goods
Imported cheeses, meats, oils & vinegars

PHONE: 410-788-2369 
 FAX: 410-788-2581
Sal Scittino
Josie Schroeter
1701 Edmondson Ave. 
Catonsville, MD 21228
www.scittinosdeli.com

IMPORTED FOODS & WINES
Our Specialty Since 1914

CATERING AVAILABLE

3700 Gough St., Baltimore, MD 21224
www.dipasquales.com

410-276-6787

Gardens of Faith Memorial Gardens
Serving the community for more than 70 years

Ground burial, Mausoleum and Cremation options available 

410-668-1086
5598 Trumps Mill Rd. Baltimore, MD 21206

Serving Old-World Italian Cuisine 
& Seafood Specialties 

In An Elegant Space Since 1998
5-11 PM DAILY

306 S. High Street • Baltimore, MD

RESERVATIONS: 

410-727-0700
www.aldositaly.com

LITTLE INDIA
in Little Italy!

www.littleindiabaltimore.com 
411 South High Street, Baltimore, MD

410-385-4900 
“Best Indian Food in Baltimore!”

Your Baltimore Community Bank

Visit us today at 224 Albemarle St., Baltimore, MD 21202

or call at (410) 685-4611

BOBBELLNISSAN.COM
7900 Eastern Ave.

Balto, MD 21224

CALL: 410-288-2500

Paula Caruso

Da Mimmo
Tours

Personally Escorted
Small Group
Trips to Italy

410-852-2412 
www.damimmotours.com


