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O Mary, you shine continuously on our journey as a sign of  salvation  
and hope. We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick. At the foot  
of the Cross you participated in Jesus’ pain, with steadfast faith. You,  

Salvation of the Roman People, know what we need. We are certain that 
you will provide, so that, as you did at Cana of Galilee, joy and feasting 
might return after this moment of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love,  

to conform ourselves to the Father’s will and to do what Jesus tells us:  
He who took our sufferings upon Himself, and bore our sorrows to bring 

us, through the Cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen. We seek  
refuge under your protection, O Holy Mother of God. Do not despise  

our pleas – we who are put to the test – and deliver us from every  
danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 

The prayer I am sharing with you today was composed by Pope 
Francis and dedicated to Our Lady, Health of the Sick. I first 
read it when it appeared as the Opening Prayer of the  
Presbyteral Council, the body in the Diocese that serves the 
Bishop much like the Pastoral Councils and Trustees serve our 
individual parishes. The minutes provide a lengthy report that 
addresses not only practical measures we need to take in the 
coming months but are also infused by the compassion and  
concern we share with our local church. I never felt closer to the 
Bishop, the priests, or the extended diocesan family of women 
and men who champion on our behalf and alongside as  
coworkers in the vineyard. 
As we begin to think about ‘reopening,’ it is important to realize 
that in many ways we were never closed — especially to the 
Holy Spirit that has been guiding and supporting our efforts. I 
am overwhelmed by the positive response to what we have been 
providing online as I humbly recognize that it has been a team 
effort of people who are talented behind the camera and behind 
the scenes, doing so much — whether it is in the collecting,  
production, and/or editing of material. We also cannot  
underestimate the power of prayer that sustains and inspires us. 
We have just celebrated the Ascension of the Lord, which is 
celebrated by our diocese and others on the 40th day of Easter in 
anticipation next week of the 50th day, Pentecost. Like the entire 
season of Easter, this is a time of “mystagogy” (from the Greek 
words meaning “to lead through the mysteries”). This is a time 
when we accompany new Catholics as they discover what it 
means to fully participate in the sacramental mysteries of our 
Church. This year has been particularly poignant as we all  
ponder the mysteries of our world and crave the full expressions 
of our Sacraments and our return of a fully participating  
community. 
The Church celebrates two periods of “40 days” as part of Lent 
and part of the Easter season. It is interesting to remember that 
the word quarantine actually comes from the Latin term meaning 
“40 days,” often marked by isolation for the well-being of others 
in the community. We have literally experienced two periods of 
40 days in which we have been self-isolating but hopefully not 

self-contained. We need each other now more than ever as we 
struggle to make sense of everything that is happening around us 
(and, frankly, within us). May a self-awakening draw us closer 
to each other and to our God. 
I began this blog with a renewed appreciation of our local 
church, and I am equally touched by the prayers of St. Francis, 
especially as he draws us close to the love and compassion of 
the Blessed Mother.  It continues the theme that resonates with 
me, that we are truly never alone. I hope you know that we are 
here for you, and the awareness that you are here for us is mak-
ing a bigger difference than any of us will truly comprehend. 
May you and our loved ones, like the Blessed Mother, continue 
to shine God’s Light for us on our journey as a sign of salvation 
and hope. God bless you! 
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The following text is from a sermon by St. Augustine of Hippo on 
the Feast of the Ascension: “Why do we on earth not strive to 
find rest with him in heaven even now, through the faith, 
hope, and love that unites us to him? While in heaven he is 
also with us; and we while on earth are with him. He is here 
with us by his divinity, his power, and his love. We cannot be 
in heaven, as he is on earth, by divinity, but in him, we can be 
there by love. 
“He did not leave heaven when he came down to us; nor did 
he withdraw from us when he went up again into heaven. The 
fact that he was in heaven even while he was on earth is borne 
out by his own statement: ‘No one has ever ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 
Man, in heaven.’ 
“These words are explained by our oneness with Christ, for he 
is our head and we are his body. No one ascended into heaven  
except Christ because we also are Christ: he is the Son of Man 
by his union with us, and we by our union with him are the 
sons of God. So the Apostle says: ‘Just as the human body, 
which has many members, is a unity, because all the different 
members make one body, so is it also with Christ. He too has 
many members, but one body.’ 
“Out of compassion for us he descended from heaven, and  
although he ascended alone, we also ascend, because we are in 
him by grace. Thus, no one but Christ descended and no one 
but Christ ascended; not because there is no distinction 
between the head and the body, but because the body as a  
unity cannot be separated from the head.” 
In another sermon, St. Augustine says, “[T]he Savior abased  

himself for us, it is for us also that he displays a wholly divine 
splendor in his person. From the celestial throne which is his 
by right, he shows us that heaven is now open to us. Not con-
tent with having saved mankind, he wants to glorify it. And so 
our humanity, in which he deigned to clothe himself, today 
makes its triumphal entry into heaven. What an honor for the 
clay of which we are made, since it now reigns in heaven!” 
In the epilogue to his book, Jesus of Nazareth, Part 2 (Ignatius 
Press, 2011), Pope Benedict writes about the Ascension: “[At 
the end of Luke’s Gospel] it is recounted that Jesus appears to 
the Apostles gathered in Jerusalem ... He eats with them and 
issues instructions. The closing lines of the Gospel are as 
follows: ‘Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up 
his hands he blessed them. While he was blessing them, he 
parted from them, and was carried up into heaven.  And they 
worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and 
were continually in the temple blessing God’ (Luke 24:50-53). 

“... [T]he disciples do not feel abandoned. They do not  
consider Jesus to have disappeared far away into an  
inaccessible heaven. They are obviously convinced of a new 
presence of Jesus. They are certain (as the risen Lord said in 
St. Matthew’s account) that he is now present to them in a new 
and powerful way. They know that ‘the right hand of God’ to 
which he ‘has been exalted’ includes a new manner of his  
presence; they know that he is now permanently among them, 
in the way that only God can be close to them” (pp. 280-281). 

“The departing Jesus does not make his way to some distant 
star. He enters into communion of power and life with the  
living God, into God’s dominion over space ... [N]ow and  
forever by God’s own power he is present with us and for us. 
In the farewell discourses of St. John’s Gospel, this is exactly 
what Jesus says to his disciples: ‘I go away, and I will come to 
you’ ... His going away is in this sense a coming, a new form 
of closeness, of continuing presence ...” (pp. 283-284). 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 
Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

The tentative date for our Confirmation liturgy is Sunday, 
October 4th at 2 P.M. at Holy Trinity Parish, 429 E. Allen St., 
Hudson. The Confirmation rehearsal will likely be the 
Thursday prior (October 1st) at Holy Trinity at 7 P.M.  
Sponsors are not required to attend the rehearsal but are  
absolutely welcome. Because of the current uncertainty  
regarding public gatherings, we will pass along any other 
Confirmation information (i.e., seating) that we receive. 
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#1. On May 9th, Catholic Charities of Columbia and 
Greene Counties partnered with the Columbia County  
Department of Health by distributing food bags to those 
who came to a drive-through test for the coronavirus. 
Eighty people were tested, and 50 bags of food were given 
away. Anyone in need of food from Catholic Charities’ 
pantry should call their office at (518) 828-8660 at 431  
E. Allen St., Hudson, to make an appointment. The food is 
available on Mondays and Wednesdays during business 
hours. 

#2. Other news from Catholic Charities: The W.I.C.  
program is up and running during these challenging times, 
as are the S.N.A.P. (food stamps) and Emergency  
Assistance programs. All appointments are being held by 
telephone rather than at the usually scheduled site  
locations. The W.I.C. line is (518) 828-9668; the S.N.A.P. 
and Emergency Assistance programs may be accessed at 
(518) 828-8660. 

#3. Appreciation is extended  to the parishioner who  
offered a hutch, kitchen table, and two full-size beds to 
OutReach for giveaway this week. At this writing, a  
potential recipient plans to visit the donor and (hopefully) 
accept the furniture. It is often difficult to determine who is 
happier with the exchange of furniture: the donor or the 
recipient. 

#4. The finals for Uel Wade’s Annual Music Scholarship 
will be held on May 24th in his studio (40 Church St.,  
Chatham), which is spacious and can handle social  
distancing easily. There will be no audience, only judges, 
and one-by-one performers. The concert will be streamed 
for viewing at home. Financial contributions for the  
scholarship competition may be sent to his address. 

#5. Similarly, Julia Rose’s concert, which was originally 
scheduled to be held at The Spencertown Academy on May 
31st, will be recorded with more information forthcoming. 

Julia, a St. James parishioner and graduating high school  
senior, is an extremely talented student of Uel Wade. She 
will play classical and jazz music on piano. Also, St. James 
would like to extend huge congratulations to Julia for being 
this year’s salutatorian at Chatham High School! 

#6. Uel Wade’s “Bend the Knotted Oak” (BKO) concert 
scheduled for June 7th will be postponed. The works of  
Armenian, French, German, and English composers will be 
performed by Uel and Ron Carbone at Uel’s residence. It 
may be held on separate occasions with small groups in 
attendance. We will keep you posted. 

#7. The Collection of Non-Food Items (such as paper 
goods, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, healthcare products, 
and any-size diapers), which is held annually in May at St. 
James, will be postponed and combined with the  
September collection of this biannual endeavor to benefit 
the Chatham and Ghent Food Pantries. Please note:  
anyone who would like to offer financial support to the 
pantries at any time is asked to write a check payable to St. 
James with “Emergency Relief” written on the memo line. 
Mail your contribution to our parish office, 117 Hudson 
Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037. You can also use our Online 
Giving system. We will forward all donations. Thank you 
for your consideration. 

For more information about OutReach, please contact 
Denise Barry, St. James OutReach coordinator, at (518) 929-4369. 

PARISH  OUTREACH 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

John Brady, Lyle Daniels, Ursula Gordon, Emma Haefner, 
Heather, John Kilcer, Barbara Laspada, Richard Leggitt, 

Maria, Anthony Roberts, Deacon Paul Roeme, Sr., 
Joseph Sikoskie, and Jack and Emma Yurish 

Also, please keep these first responders in your prayers: 

Courtney Baksa, Kristy Buchan, Tracy Crandall, Sarah Every, 
Shannon Kennedy, Julia Kilcer, Liane Koenig, Minerva Lord, 
Jessica McCoy, Maija Moore, Beth DeMatteo, Celia Muoser, 

Bill Murphy, Marie Ribadeneyra, Samson Shakarian, Joe Testa, 
Anita Wilhelm, Carl Winkler, and Karen Zwycewicz 

Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 
sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

Prayer Requests Online Faith Formation Resources 
 • Beloved Disney characters come together in a new video 
called “I Am With You.” With Olaf from “Frozen,” they 
deliver a message of hope that we are all connected in our 
minds and hearts, despite our current physical distance. We 
are also never alone because God is always with us. 

• The Religion Teacher offers a variety of Pentecost  
resources for families. Young people will learn what  
Pentecost means, why this celebration is important, and 
how the Holy Spirit works in their lives. Also, even though 
First Eucharist has been delayed, families can check out 
these First Communion activities to enjoy at home. 

• Here’s a “Gifts of the Holy Spirit” craft in English and 
Spanish. You’ll need a paper plate; yellow, red, and orange 
crayons; glue; scissors; and glitter glue or other decorations. 
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Printable Online Mass Activity Sheet for Families 



During this time when all Masses in the Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Albany have been cancelled until further notice, 
please know that our pastor, Rev. George Fleming, is keeping 
everyone in prayer and will continue to celebrate daily liturgies 
in private, paying special attention to the Mass intentions of the 
day. All Mass intentions will be rescheduled. 

Mass Intentions 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 24, 2020 

Daily Mass Readings 

The Celebration of Pentecost 

Sunday (5/24) — First Reading: Acts 1:12-14; 
Psalm: 27:1, 4, 7-8; Second Reading: 1 Peter 4:13-16; 

Gospel: John 17:1-11(a) 
Monday (5/25) — First Reading: Acts 19:1-8; 

Psalm: 68:2-3(a)(b), 4-5(a)(c)(d), 6-7(a)(b); 
Gospel: John 16:29-33 

Tuesday (5/26; Memorial of St. Philip Neri, Priest) — 
First Reading: Acts 20:17-27; Psalm: 68:10-11, 20-21; 

Gospel: John 17:1-11(a) 
Wednesday (5/27) — First Reading: Acts 20:28-38; 

Psalm: 68:29-30, 33-35(a), 35(b)(c)-36(a)(b); 
Gospel: John 17:11(b)-19 

Thursday (5/28) — First Reading: Acts 22:30, 23:6-11; 
Psalm: 16:1-2(a), 5, 7-11; Gospel: John 17:20-26 

Friday (5/29) — First Reading: Acts 25:13(b)-21; 
Psalm: 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20(a)(b); Gospel: John 21:15-19 
Saturday (5/30) — First Reading: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; 

Psalm: 11:4-5, 7; Gospel: John 21:20-25 
Sunday (5/31; Pentecost) — First Reading: Acts 2:1-11; 

Psalm: 104:1, 24, 29-31, 34; Second Reading: 
1 Corinthians 12:3(b)-7, 12-13; Gospel: John 20:19-23 

Online Giving 
St. James offers the option for 
online giving. This feature 
enables you to easily make 
donations, payments, and 
pledges to our parish —  
especially now during this 

time of physical distancing, when buildings are closed. 
Online giving has numerous advantages, including no 
need to bother with checks or cash; Web-based access 
24/7; easily scheduling recurring donations to coincide 
with your pay period; a credit card option, which enables 
you to take advantage of rewards such as air miles or cash 
bonuses; no need to share bank account information 
(because it’s entered directly into the Online Giving secure 
site); the ability to give if you’re unable to attend Mass; 
easily adjusting your contribution amount as needed; and 
the option to remain anonymous. 

To access our St. James online banking platform or for 
more information, please visit the following link via our 
parish’s website: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

“The word Pentecost is Greek and means ‘50th day.’ Fifty days 
after Easter (this year, May 31st), we celebrate the descent of 
the Holy Spirit upon the apostles and the beginning of their 
earthly ministry to make disciples of all nations. We celebrate 
Pentecost as our Church’s birthday. Peter called all those  
present at  Pentecost to be baptized, and they were among the 
first Catholics. Pentecost symbols are a flame, wind, and a 
dove, representing the Holy Spirit; the liturgical color of  
Pentecost is red. At Pentecost, the mission of Christ and the 
Holy Spirit is brought to completion in the Church, the Body 
of Christ. The Holy Spirit manifests the risen Lord to us,  
recalls His word, and opens our minds to the understanding 
of His death and resurrection. The Spirit makes  
present Christ’s mystery, through the Eucharist, to reconcile 
us and bring us into communion with God.” ~Catholic Online 

St. James Parish Mission Statement: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Energized by the Eucharist and Scripture, 
we are a welcoming and affirming community 

that celebrates Christ Jesus in our midst. 
We value prayer, education, art, music, 

and the beauty of God’s creation in our quest 
for spiritual growth and social justice in the world.” 

Part 5 of Fr. Tom Konopka’s series on “Managing Stress 
and Anxiety During Difficult Times” is now available. 
Click here to access his article as well as Parts 1 through 4. 
Fr. Konopka is a priest in our diocese as well as the director 
of The Consultation Center in Albany, which offers a 
wealth of mental health resources and spiritual direction. 
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25 Railroad Avenue
Chatham, New York

518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE

518.758.2919 • CELL: 378.2207
FAX: 518.758.1677

Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com

Second Generation
Serving All Faiths

Prearrangement
Counseling

For All Your Plumbing Needs

518.672.7068
www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
Just off the Taconic Parkway

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Doors • Electric Openers

Radio Controls • Sales & Service

Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
518-794-7373

www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM

facebook.com/ourdailybreadchatham

ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

J. HUNZIKER

PAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


