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Pastor’s Blog 
“Jesus said to the Jewish crowd: 

‘I am the living bread that came down from heaven; 
Whoever eats this bread will live forever; 

And the bread that I will give 
is my flesh for the life of the world.’” ~John 6:51 

As we celebrate The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ,  
traditionally known by its Latin name Corpus Christi, we can’t 
help but see this in context of all that we have been going 
through these last few months. I for one feel both battle weary 
yet enthusiastic, seeing the light at the end of the tunnel in so 
many ways. Even in the painful aftermath of George Floyd’s 
tragic death, we see the consolation and grace of communities 
coming together and addressing the reforms that are necessary 
throughout our society. We are looking not just for new rules but 
also for fresh starts and cleaner hearts. 

In our first reading this week from the Book of Deuteronomy, 
Moses addresses his people who are also weary yet are beginning 
to see the light at the end of the tunnel — or in their case, the 
Promised Land — after 40 years in the desert. He reminds them 
that God has always been by their side, journeying with them. 
When there was no food, God provided manna from heaven. It 
was important for the people to recognize the afflictions that  
tested them and put events into the proper context. 

These months, and especially these last three weeks in which our 
country and our world have been facing our demons, have been a 
journey for all of us. I was particularly moved last Sunday for the 
opportunity to be part of a ‘caravan for peace.’ It was part of a 
poignant series of events and activities in which I was asked to 
participate by Rev. Dr. Gloria Jimpson, pastor of Payne AME 
Church. We have prayed and worked together over the years in 
ecumenical and interfaith efforts, but never was there a time 
when Christian unity was more needed nor was there a better 
time to show solidarity with the greater community. As we sang 
throughout the week, “They will know we are Christians by our 
love,” often the lyrics were changed to be more inclusive and yet 
still faithful to our Lord: “They will know we are God’s children 
by our love.” 

The image of Corpus Christi has expanded for me as I see the 
breadth and depth of what it means to not only receive the Body 
of Christ but also to be part of the Body of Christ. As a parent 
provides for their children and as a community comes together to 
feed those who are most likely to suffer from hunger, we realize 
that God is providing for us as well. 

The “Solidarity Caravan of Believers” was meant to be a public 
witness.  We lined cars up outside of St. James and were led 
through Chatham and across the county — showing our unity 

and support for an extended community. We arrived in Hudson 
in time to join a separate event that encouraged our participation.  
As we were invited forward, the sense of hospitality and  
inclusivity were palpable, and negative emotions seemed to  
subside for a sense of blessed hope.  Mutual respect throughout 
the day nurtured true love and compassion. We continue to  
hunger for more, but for a moment our souls were fed. 

Poignantly for me, the caravan drove by three of our churches — 
and the sight of them filled me with emotion. Our seminarian, 
Dan McHale, accompanied me — and it was a blessing to have a 
companion on the journey. I felt less alone as I mourned the  
image of closed doors on a Sunday when they should be wide 
open. As I am reminded of Moses’ words today, I know our  
journey without the Eucharist is about to come to an end. The 
manna we have received has sustained us in the meantime. The 
sense of community, love, and compassion we have shared  
reminds me that the heart of the church has stayed open. Our 
family has not been truly separated. Still, it will be so good when 
we all arrive at the promised day when all will enter back home. 

I off-handedly mentioned to Dan that I only wish the caravan 
had driven by the Stottville church on the way to Hudson so that 
the journey would have encompassed each worship site. It then 
occurred to me that we could pass by the church on the way 
home. It reminds me that sometimes we must take matters into 
our own hands, always remembering that ultimately, God is in 
the driver’s seat. How blessed are we to be along for the ride.  
God bless you. We’re leaving the lights on. See you soon! 



 

PARISH INFORMATION

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

ST. JAMES ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION 
Preschool through Grade 5 — Sundays, 10 to 11 A.M. 

Coordinator: Angelique Hebert 
Mobile: (518) 653-6542 or (518) 758-1319 
E-mail: saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

 
ST. JAMES SECONDARY FAITH FORMATION 

Grades 6 through Confirmation — Mondays, 6:30 to 8 P.M. 
Coordinator: Lisanne Jensen 

Mobile: (518) 965-9199 | stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 
 

ST. JAMES YOUTH MINISTRY 
Serving young people in Grades 6 and older 

Coordinator: Lisanne Jensen 
Mobile: (518) 965-9199 | stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 

FAITH  FORMATION 
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: 

Saturdays, 5:30 P.M. 
Sundays, 9 A.M. 

Weekdays: Tuesdays and Fridays, 8 A.M. 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Address: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037 
Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Hours: 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
In Case of Emergency: Please call (518) 303-3636 

ST. JAMES STAFF: 
Parish Office Assistant: Beth Lenahan 

Phone: (518) 392-4991 
E-mail: sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Music Director: Justine Rodriguez 
Phone: (518) 986-9800 

E-mail: justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

ST. JAMES PASTORAL COUNCIL: 
Edgar Acevedo, (518) 821-2136; Nancy Carrizales, 

Beth Lenahan, Maria Lull, Paula Ptaszek, Gabriella Sperry 

Faith Formation Resources for Families 

For Our Eucharistic Ministers 

Becky Armstrong 

Mary Beck 

Nick Biggs 

Peter Brinkerhoff 

Sally Charron 

Amy Clifford 

Carol Corrigan 

Mickey Dennis 

Pat Dieffenbach 

Robert Doyle 

Denise Dunne 

Tess Every 

Elaine Flynn 

David Frederick 

Barbara Haywood 

Mary Gavin 

Kevin Kennedy 

Mary Kilcer 

Joe Lalka 

Veronica Mangione 

Beth Meer 

Kate Mollenhauer 

Tim Moran 

Sandy Neefus 

Terry Ribadeneyra 

Marge Robinson 

Kathleen Rohlfs 

Eleanor Roy 

Judy Snyder 

Jeanne Trawinski 

Peggy Wilhelm 

Dee Winkler 

Mike Wolfe 

Maureen Van Tassel 

Emma Yurish 

This weekend, on the feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood 
of Christ, St. James would like to extend sincere gratitude to 
all of our Eucharistic ministers — including those who bring 
Communion to the homebound and to individuals in nursing 
homes and hospitals. Thank you for your service and for  
being the presence of God’s love to others! 

~Here’s a four-minute video from The Religion Teacher that 
explains “The Seven Principles of Catholic Social Teaching” 
in easier-to-understand ways (geared toward middle-schoolers 
and older students). 

~The Religion Teacher also offers a “Good Samaritan Lesson 
Plan” to help parents talk with their children about justice and 
mercy. The lesson includes prayer, craft ideas, a skit, reflection 
questions, and an activity page. 

~If you would like to initiate a conversation about race with 
your teens, check out this reflection by Fr. Scott Vanderveer 
titled “Two Spiritual Perspectives on Race.” Fr. Scott is the 
pastor of St. Mary’s Church in Coxsackie and St. Patrick’s 
Church in Ravena. 

~This time spent at home can be an opportunity for positive 
change. The Fuller Institute offers an article with tips for 
“Pandemic Parenting: Starting New with Your Teenager and 
Young Adult Kids.” 

~Now that our Church is in the liturgical season of Ordinary 
Time, here’s an activity page that Confirmation candidates 
can use while they’re participating in online recorded Masses. 
There are questions about Ordinary Time as well as reflection 
opportunities as our young people anticipate Confirmation. 

~Here’s a free word search download from Real Life at 
Home: “June Saints and Feast Days.” 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

PARISH  OUTREACH 
Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

John Brady, Lyle Daniels, Alexa Despins, Ursula Gordon, 
Heather, John Kilcer, Barbara Laspada, Richard Leggitt, 

Maria, Anthony Roberts, Deacon Paul Roeme, Sr., 
Joseph Sikoskie, and Jack and Emma Yurish 

Also, please keep these first responders in your prayers: 

Courtney Baksa, Katherine A. Behrens, Kristy Buchan, 
Tracy Crandall, Sarah Every, Laurajean Kaninenberg Jones, 

Shannon Kennedy, Julia Kilcer, Liane Koenig, Minerva Lord, 
Jessica McCoy, Maija Moore, Beth DeMatteo, Celia Muoser, 

Bill Murphy, Marie Ribadeneyra, Samson Shakarian, 
Laura Sundstrom, Joe Testa, Anita Wilhelm, Carl Winkler, 

and Karen Zwycewicz 
Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 
sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

St. James Prayer Requests 

Our parish offers the convenient option for online giving. 
This feature enables you to easily make donations, payments, 
and pledges to St. James — which is especially important now 
during this time of physical distancing, when buildings are 
closed. To access our parish’s online giving platform or to 
receive more information, please click the following link: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

During this time when all Masses in the Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Albany have been cancelled until further notice, please 
know that our pastor, Rev. George Fleming, is keeping everyone 
in prayer and will continue to celebrate daily liturgies in private, 
paying special attention to the Mass intentions of the day. All 
Mass intentions will be rescheduled. 

Mass Intentions 

Online Giving 

#1. International Eyeglasses Campaign: Please set aside used 
prescription glasses, reading (magnifying) glasses, and  
sunglasses for distribution by Lions International in Haiti,  
homeland of our sister parish. This campaign is part of a joint 
effort in the Catholic Community of Northern Columbia County 
(CCNCC) during the summertime, although we accept glasses 
year-round. Please call the OutReach number below to arrange 
pickup. Several dozen pairs have been donated already. 

#2. This week, a trunkload of large bags filled with clothes was 
given to OutReach for distribution to those in need. Throughout 
the year, OutReach accepts clothes (any size in good condition) 
for men, women, and children. For many years, we have passed 
along clothes to migrant and non-migrant families. Please call 
the OutReach number below if you have clothes to give away. 

#3. OutReach accepts donations of furniture as well as clothing. 
Clothing is by far our most frequently donated commodity, while 
furniture is exchanged routinely as well. All clothing is given 
away as soon as we receive it. All furniture is retained by the 
donor until we can find recipients. Social-work clients are the 
recipients of most of the furniture handled in our Furniture  
Exchange program. If you have furniture or other household 
items to give away, please call the OutReach number below. 

#4. Uel Wade’s “Bend the Knotted Oak” (BKO) concert  
originally scheduled for June 7th has been postponed and will be 
rescheduled. The works of Armenian, French, German, and 
English composers will be performed by Uel and Ron Carbone 
in Uel’s studio at 40 Church St., Chatham. It may be held on  
separate occasions with small groups in attendance. 

#5. Our Collection of Non-Food Items (i.e., paper goods,  
laundry detergent and dryer sheets, healthcare products, and any-
size diapers), which is usually held in the spring at St. James, has 
been postponed and will be combined with the September  
collection of this biannual endeavor to benefit the Chatham and 
Ghent Food Pantries. Please note: anyone who would like to 
offer financial support to the pantries at any time is asked to 
write a check payable to St. James with “Emergency Relief” 
written on the memo line. Mail your contribution to our parish 
office: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037. You can also 
use our Online Giving platform to contribute. We will forward 
all donations. 

#6. News from Catholic Charities: initial discussions are  
underway for the Eighth Annual “Dining Out for Others”  
fundraiser sponsored by Catholic Charities of Columbia and 
Greene Counties to benefit the Emergency Assistance Fund. On 
another note: now that the Capital Region is in Phase 2, Catholic 
Charities is bringing back more staff to its building on East Allen 
Street and is increasing face-to-face service. W.I.C. participants 
should call the office at (518) 828-9668 to arrange pickup of their 
farmer’s market coupons. 

#7. This week, OutReach referred a parishioner who had canes, 
one or two walkers, and an electric wheelchair to a resident of 
Ghent who collects and forwards medical equipment to the 
VFW for use by veterans as needed. We are honored to perform 
this service. 

For more information about OutReach, please contact Denise Barry, 
St. James OutReach coordinator, at (518) 929-4369. 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 
Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

The following text is a portion of “The Nobel Peace Prize 
1964 — Martin Luther King Jr. Acceptance Speech,” 

December 10, 1964, in Oslo, Norway. 
“I accept this award today with an abiding faith in America 
and an audacious faith in the future of mankind. I refuse to 
accept despair as the final response to the ambiguities of  
history. I refuse to accept the idea that the ‘is-ness’ of man’s 
present nature makes him morally incapable of reaching up for 
the eternal ‘oughtness’ that forever confronts him. I refuse to 
accept the idea that man is mere flotsam and jetsam in the  
river of life, unable to influence the unfolding events which 
surround him. I refuse to accept the view that mankind is so 
tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and war 
that the bright daybreak of peace and brotherhood can never 
become a reality. 

“... I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will 
have the final word in reality. This is why right temporarily 
defeated is stronger than evil triumphant ... I believe that 
wounded justice, lying prostrate on the blood-flowing streets 
of our nations, can be lifted from this dust of shame to reign 
supreme among the children of men. I have the audacity to 
believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for 
their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and  
dignity, equality, and freedom for their spirits. I believe that 
what self-centered men have torn down, men other-centered 
can build up. I still believe that one day mankind will bow 
before the altars of God and be crowned triumphant over war 
and bloodshed, and nonviolent redemptive good will proclaim 
the rule of the land. ‘And the lion and the lamb shall lie down 
together, and every man shall sit under his own vine and fig 
tree and none shall be afraid.’ I still believe that we shall  
overcome! 

“This faith can give us courage to face the uncertainties of the 
future. It will give our tired feet new strength as we continue 
our forward stride toward the city of freedom. When our days 
become dreary with low-hovering clouds and our nights  
become darker than a thousand midnights, we will know that 
we are living in the creative turmoil of a genuine civilization 
struggling to be born.” 

 
The text below is from “Loving Your Enemies” — excerpts from a 
sermon by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on November 17, 
1957, at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama. 

History unfortunately leaves some people oppressed and some 
people oppressors. And there are three ways that individuals 
who are oppressed can deal with their oppression. One of 
them is to rise up against their oppressors with physical  
violence and corroding hatred. But oh, this isn’t the way ... 
Another way is to acquiesce and to give in, to resign yourself 
to the oppression ... But that too isn’t the way, because  
non-cooperation with evil is as much a moral obligation as is 
cooperation with good. 

“But there is another way. And that is to organize mass  
non-violent resistance based on the principle of love. It seems 
to me that this is the only way as our eyes look to the future ... 
We must discover the power of love, the power, the  
redemptive power of love. And when we discover that, we will 
be able to make of this old world a new world. We will be able 
to make men better. Love is the only way. Jesus discovered 
that. 

“So this morning, as I look into your eyes, and into the eyes of 
all of my brothers in Alabama and all over America and over 
the world, I say to you, ‘I love you. I would rather die than 
hate you.’ And I’m foolish enough to believe that through the 
power of this love somewhere, men of the most recalcitrant 
bent will be transformed. And then we will be in God’s  
kingdom. We will be able to matriculate into the university of 
eternal life because we had the power to love our enemies, to 
bless those persons that cursed us, to even decide to be good to 
those persons who hated us, and we even prayed for those  
persons who despitefully used us.” 

 

 

“When our days become dreary with low-hovering clouds 
and our nights become darker than a thousand midnights, 

we will know that we are living in the creative turmoil 
of a genuine civilization struggling to be born.” 

~Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



SOLEMNITY OF THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST JUNE 14, 2020 

Daily Mass Readings 

Sunday (6/14; Solemnity of the Body and Blood of 
Christ) — First Reading: Deuteronomy 8:2-3, 14(b)-16(a); 

Psalm: 147:12-15, 19-20; Second Reading: 
1 Corinthians 10:16-17; Gospel: John 6:51-58 

Monday (6/15) — First Reading: 1 Kings 21:1-16; 
Psalm: 5:2-3(a)(b), 4(b)-6(a), 6(b)-7; Gospel: Matthew 5:38-42 

Tuesday (6/16) — First Reading: 1 Kings 21:17-29; 
Psalm: 51:3-6(a)(b), 11, 16; Gospel: Matthew 5:43-48 

Wednesday (6/17) — First Reading: 2 Kings 2:1, 6-14; 
Psalm: 31:20-21, 24; Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 

Thursday (6/18) — First Reading: Sirach 48:1-14; 
Psalm: 97:1-7; Gospel: Matthew 6:7-15 

Friday (6/19; Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of 
Jesus) — First Reading: Deuteronomy 7:6-11; 

Psalm: 103:1-4, 6-8, 10; Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30 
Saturday (6/20; Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary) — First Reading: 1 Chronicles 24:17-25; 

Psalm: 89:4-5, 29-34; Gospel: Luke 2:41-51 
Sunday (6/21) — First Reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13; Psalm: 

69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35; Second Reading: Romans 5:12-15; 
Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33 

“Jesus’s sacred heart represents the divine love He shares with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit and the love He has for us. It also 
represents His physical human heart, the Word made flesh 
through the Incarnation. Cross: the crucifixion, the ultimate  
sacrifice. Flames: Jesus’s burning love for us and its purifying and 
transformational power. Crown of thorns: Jesus’s suffering and 
agony on the cross, which he willingly endured for our sake. 
Wound and blood: the piercing of Jesus’s side during His  
crucifixion; His precious blood spilled for our redemption. 
Mary’s immaculate heart is a symbol of her compassion and love 
for Jesus and all her children. Flames: Mary’s heart beats with a 
burning love for her son Jesus and for all of us. Roses: Mary’s 
immaculate conception and perpetual virginity; her sinlessness 
and purity. Sword: Mary’s sorrow at Jesus’s suffering.” ~from 
“The Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary,” published by the Missionaries of 
the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary via On This Day Designs.  

Do you have an item for submission to our St. James 
bulletin? Is there something you’d like to see included 
on our upcoming bulletin pages? Please send your item 

by e-mail to stjamessecondary518@gmail.com. 

A Word About Reopening Our Churches 
This text is a transcript of a video that Father George recorded 

on Monday, June 8, 2020. Click here to watch the video. 
Hello everyone! This is Father George, and I'm addressing the 
good news that worship sites are ready to be open — almost 
— in the State of New York, because there’s an awful lot more 
to be done before we can safely bring you together.   

And as we gather our prayers for a safe reopening, I want to 
prepare for the changes that will occur especially in the  
coming weeks as we adjust to a new normal. First and  
foremost, we need extra time. We’re not ready yet, and we 
weren’t expected to be ready; we were supposed to start in 
early July with Phase Four. That was going to be our goal, 
and now because the government has changed its mind and 
moved us up to Phase Two, we also have some restrictions.   

First, among these is that we can only have 25 percent  
capacity for the near future. We’re going to try things like  
outdoor Masses to increase that percentage, but we have to 
warn you that it’s going to be a while. We’ve got to work on a 
whole new plan on inviting people to church so that people 
are invited on a rotating basis. Therefore, in the course of a 
month, everyone who wants to come to church will get to 
come at least once. That’s just one of the new ways that we’ve 
got to look toward the future. 

We have to deep clean the church fully. We’re going to need 
some volunteers and professional help to get that done. It has 
to be sanitized for your safety and well-being. We also want to 
put new seating into effect. We’re removing chairs where  
possible. We’re restricting certain rows and pews because 
we’re going to have to be spatially distant from one another.  
And that 25 percent capacity doesn’t mean we all get to sit in 
the back like normal! We need to be spread out in the church.  
We’re going to be providing signage and instructions and  
preparing people along the way.   

There’s going to be new ways of receiving Communion, and 
most likely you will be receiving as you leave at the end of 
Mass, not during our ritual itself, because that will help keep 
things safe for you and keep the sacrament secure, with the 
knowledge that we are in this together. The Lord wants to be 
with us as we go forth and go home.   

We’re going to have to have new instructions and training, so 
don’t expect us to open until the end of this month at the  
earliest — but know that we’re really trying hard because we 
want to see you! We’ve seen the power of prayer when we 
pray for each other apart from one another. Imagine the  
power of prayer when we’re back together again! 

God bless you, and thank you for your support and all that 
you do for your churches, and for being great brothers and 
sisters to the other churches in our area. God bless you and 
God keep you. See you soon! 
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25 Railroad Avenue
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518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE
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Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com
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www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
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Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
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Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
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www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM
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ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com
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J. HUNZIKER

PAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


