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“Jesus said to the Twelve: ‘Fear no one. 
Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed, 

nor secret that will not be known. 
What I say to you in the darkness, speak in the light; 

what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops.’” 
~Matthew 10:26-27 

Our readings this weekend are from the Twelfth Sunday of 
Ordinary Time, and that doesn’t seem as exciting after two 
special weekends that have followed the Easter Season. 
Something about the word ordinary makes us think of 
mundane, routine things that lack excitement or specialness. 
In the sense that the Church uses the term, however, it is 
meant to communicate that out of chaos, God orders all 
things and returns things back to right order. 

I am excited to announce that things are coming back into 
order for our churches! Teams are hard at working getting our 
worship sites in order, procedures in order, and documents in 

order … in order for us to reopen soon. Do not fear! When 
we reopen in early July, we will begin the slow and steady 
process of a new normal where we worship together with 
health and safety precautions. 

In the coming days and weeks, we will contact people and 
begin taking Mass reservations for the month of July. We are 
beginning at a reduced, mandated 25-percent capacity — so 
not only will people have to sign up days before they attend 
our liturgies, but we also cannot promise that everyone will 
be able to come each week. With a good deal of parishioners  
unable to join us because they are at risk, it is likely that  
people will be able to attend at least every second or third 
week until the government elevates the capacity. 

We will continue taping our Sunday liturgies so that you may 
join us online, and we hope that everyone knows that our first 
priority is your welfare and the safety and well-being of your 
family and friends. Our Gospel reminds us today that God 
intimately cares for each and every one of us. If God cares for 
the common sparrow and even knows the number of hairs on 
their head, how much more does God care for us? Let us  
never forget that. 

In this world where we are increasingly sensitive to the plight 
of our brothers and sisters and the sins of discrimination and 
racism, our first reading from the Book of Jeremiah is  
striking. Jeremiah is an innocent victim targeted with slander 
and treated with viciousness. He cries out for God to save 
him, and his voice is heard in the darkness. His life matters. 
The image of bringing justice and mercy to light is important 
as the truth is revealed. In the second reading, St. Paul  
reminds us to address our sinfulness and move forward. 

I have heard our world is like a slow-moving rollercoaster. 
All our fears are elevated, and the lack of speed makes the 
journey longer and scarier. Our Gospel reminds us that we 
have nothing to fear. As we move toward the future, let us 
work together as we come together to share a sense of  
Christian unity. We are called to bring healing and strength, 
and may our return to the Sacraments empower us to get our 
lives in order. 

Soon, our opening plans will be revealed. Nothing will be  
concealed; no secrets will be kept. Together, we will be able 
not to whisper but to shout: We are back, and God has never 
left us! Let us as Children of the Light help in dispelling  
darkness. God bless you, and let your light shine! ~Fr. George 



 

PARISH INFORMATION

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

ST. JAMES ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION 
Preschool through Grade 5 — Sundays, 10 to 11 A.M. 

Coordinator: Angelique Hebert 
Mobile: (518) 653-6542 or (518) 758-1319 
E-mail: saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

 
ST. JAMES SECONDARY FAITH FORMATION 

Grades 6 through Confirmation — Mondays, 6:30 to 8 P.M. 
Coordinator: Lisanne Jensen 

Mobile: (518) 965-9199 | stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 
 

ST. JAMES YOUTH MINISTRY 
Serving young people in Grades 6 and older 

Coordinator: Lisanne Jensen 
Mobile: (518) 965-9199 | stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 

FAITH  FORMATION 
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: 

Saturdays, 5:30 P.M. 
Sundays, 9 A.M. 

Weekdays: Tuesdays and Fridays, 8 A.M. 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Address: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037 
Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Hours: 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
In Case of Emergency: Please call (518) 303-3636 

ST. JAMES STAFF: 
Parish Office Assistant: Beth Lenahan 

Phone: (518) 392-4991 
E-mail: sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Music Director: Justine Rodriguez 
Phone: (518) 986-9800 

E-mail: justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

ST. JAMES PASTORAL COUNCIL: 
Edgar Acevedo, (518) 821-2136; Nancy Carrizales, 

Beth Lenahan, Maria Lull, Paula Ptaszek, Gabriella Sperry 

Faith Formation Resources for Families 

A Blessing for Fathers 

~Keeping everyone safe and healthy is our utmost priority. 
Therefore, the Faith Formation coordinators of our Catholic 
Community of Northern Columbia County (CCNCC) have made 
the difficult decision to cancel this summer’s Vacation Bible 
School. VBS will resume next summer as usual. Be on the 
lookout, though, for more information about upcoming  
tri-parish Faith Formation experiences for our young people! 

~To celebrate the feast of St. John the Baptist on June 24th, 
Catholic Inspired offers some creative ideas. There’s a 
“Baptism of Our Lord Seashell Craft,” a “Jesus’s Baptism  
Paper Shell Ornament,” and much more. Real Life at Home 
also offers “Easy Ways to Celebrate St. John the Baptist.” 

~The feast of St. Joseph is March 19th, but Father’s Day is a 
wonderful time to think about St. Joseph’s love for Jesus and 
how he can serve as a role model for all fathers and father  
figures. This website offers a “roundup” of St. Joseph craft 
and celebration ideas for families. 

~Look to Him and Be Radiant offers coloring sheets for  
celebrating the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary during the month of June. 

“St. Joseph, 
guardian of Jesus 

and chaste husband of 
Mary, you passed your 
life in loving fulfillment 
of duty. You supported 

the holy family of 
Nazareth with the work 
of your hands. Kindly 

protect those who 
trustingly come to you. 

You know their 
aspirations, their 

hardships, their hopes. 
They look to you 

because they know you 
will understand and 

protect them. You too 
knew trial, labor and weariness. But amid the worries of  

material life, your soul was full of deep peace and sang out 
in true joy through intimacy with God’s Son entrusted to 
you and with Mary, his tender Mother. Assure those you 
protect that they do not labor alone. Teach them to find  
Jesus near them and to watch over him faithfully as you 

have done.” ~Pope John XXIII 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

PARISH  OUTREACH 
#1. International Eyeglasses Campaign: please set aside used 
prescription glasses, reading (magnifying) glasses, and  
sunglasses for distribution by Lions International in Haiti,  
homeland of our sister parish. This campaign is part of a joint 
effort in the Catholic Community of Northern Columbia County 
(CCNCC) during the summertime, although we accept glasses 
year-round. Please call OutReach to arrange pickup. 

#2. Uel Wade’s “Bend the Knotted Oak” (BKO) concert,  
postponed from June, has been rescheduled. It will be held at 
three separate times in Uel’s studio at 40 Church St., Chatham, 
with small groups in attendance to accommodate social  
distancing. The dates are Sunday, June 28th at 3 P.M. and 7:30 
P.M. and Monday, June 29th at 7:30 P.M. It is important to make 
reservations early by calling (518) 392-4697 in order to attend at 
your preferred time. The admission fee is $20. 

#3. Our Collection of Non-Food Items (i.e., paper goods,  
laundry detergent and dryer sheets, healthcare products, and  
any-size diapers), which is usually held in the spring at St. 
James, will be combined with the September collection of this 
biannual endeavor to benefit the Chatham and Ghent Food 
Pantries. Please note: anyone who would like to offer financial 
support to the pantries is asked to write a check payable to St. 
James with “Emergency Relief” on the memo line. Mail your 
contribution to our parish office: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, 
NY, 12037. You can also use our Online Giving system. 

#4. OutReach collects clothing (any size, in good condition, for 
men, women, and children) as well as household furniture for 
distribution in Northern Columbia County. This week, a large 
bag of pillows, several bags of clothes, and a flat-screen TV were 
offered to OutReach to give away. All items have been passed 
along to recipients. If you have clothes or furnishings to give 
away, please call the OutReach number below. 

#5. The Chatham Food Pantry is “humming along” with no 
particular needs at this time. The manager of the Ghent Food 
Pantry advises that the Northeast Regional Food Bank in  
Latham, from which Ghent acquires essentials, has been so  
generous in donating to drive-bys that the Ghent pantry would 
appreciate gift certificates to Price Chopper or contributions of 
pasta and spaghetti sauce, dry cereal, canned fruit (any kind), 
tuna, canned vegetables, and pancake mix to supplement that 
which is not available presently at the regional bank. 

#6. Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Albany provides an 
array of programs to meet the community’s needs within its 14-
county service area (of which Catholic Charities of Columbia-
Greene serves two counties). These programs are organized into 
Five Pillars of Service, highlighting their mission: responding to 
times in crises, providing basic needs, supporting and protecting 
the vulnerable, strengthening families and the community, and 
empowering individuals. Many individuals and families engage 
in more than one program. Further support is offered with  
referrals to community partners. Specific programs (e.g., 
S.N.A.P. Food Stamps, W.I.C.) will be highlighted in this  
column in upcoming bulletins. Reminder: W.I.C. participants 
should call the office at (518) 828-9668 to arrange Farmer’s  
Market coupon pickup. 

#7. Calling all gardeners! At harvest, please consider donating 
excess fruits and vegetables to the local pantries. 

For more information about OutReach, please call (518) 929-4369. 

St. James Haiti Ministry 

“No sooner was Haitian supershero (correct gender name)  
TANAMA revealed to the world in early March when she 
was called on to help fight a deadly villain named  
Covid-19. Her artist creator Thony Loui asked several Haitian 
musicians and influencers to take part in 
the #TanamaPrevansyonChallenge. In the first 60-second  
episode of her prevansyon (prevention) challenge,  
TANAMA washes her hands, puts on a mask, and tosses a 
bar of soap offscreen to Loui. He washes his hands, puts on a 
mask, and in turn tosses the soap to music artist Kanis. In  
sequence, the soap gets tossed to rapper Izolan, then to  
singer Rebecca Zama, to music artist and producer T-Ansyto, 
and finally to radio host Fabiola Coupet. ‘Artists are stepping 
up with Covid-19 prevention messages that Haitians can  
relate to,’ said rapper Izolan, ‘and I am also happy for my 
daughter to see a strong female character like TANAMA in 
the lead.’ At the time of this article, Haiti showed only 21 
deaths — but the country has one of the lowest ratings of  
testing of any country in the world.” ~www.raisinghaiti.org 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 
Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

The following, in no particular order, are some quotes from works 
by St. Augustine of Hippo (who was born in 354 AD and died in 430 

AD). These were found on the Good Reads website (click here to 
view the complete page of quotations): 

“Seek not to understand that you may believe, but believe that 
you may understand.” 

“To fall in love with God is the greatest romance; to seek him 
the greatest adventure; to find him, the greatest human 
achievement.” 

“Hope has two beautiful daughters; their names are Anger and 
Courage. Anger at the way things are, and Courage to see that 
they do not remain as they are.” 

“People travel to wonder at the height of the mountains, at the 
huge waves of the seas, at the long course of the rivers, at the 
vast compass of the ocean, at the circular motion of the stars, 
and yet they pass by themselves without wondering.” 

“The measure of love is to love without measure.” 

“The truth is like a lion; you don’t have to defend it. Let it 
loose; it will defend itself.” 

“Faith is to believe what you do not yet see; the reward for 
this faith is to see what you believe.” 

“What does love look like? It has the hands to help others. It 
has the feet to hasten to the poor and needy. It has eyes to see 
misery and want. It has the ears to hear the sighs and sorrows 
of men. That is what love looks like.” 

“Some people, in order to discover God, read books. But there 
is a great book: the very appearance of created things. Look 
above you! Look below you! Read it. God, whom you want to 
discover, never wrote that book with ink. Instead, He set  
before your eyes the things that He had made. Can you ask for 
a louder voice than that?” 

“Oh, God, to know you is life. To serve You is freedom. To 
praise you is the soul’s joy and delight. Guard me with the 
power of Your grace here and in all places. Now and at all 
times, forever. Amen.” 

“Late have I loved you, beauty so old and so new: late have I 
loved you. And see, you were within and I was in the external 
world and sought you there, and in my unlovely state I 
plunged into those lovely created things which you made. You 
were with me, and I was not with you. The lovely things kept 
me far from you, though if they did not have their existence in 
you, they had no existence at all. You called and cried out 
loud and shattered my deafness. You were radiant and  
resplendent, you put to flight my blindness. You were  
fragrant, and I drew in my breath and now pant after you. I 
tasted you, and I feel but hunger and thirst for you. You 
touched me, and I am set on fire to attain the peace which is 
yours.” 

“Once for all, then, a short precept is given thee: Love, and do 
what thou wilt: whether thou hold thy peace, through love 
hold thy peace; whether thou cry out, through love cry out; 
whether thou correct, through love correct; whether thou 

spare, through love do thou spare: let the root of love be  
within, of this root can nothing spring but what is good.” 

“The Bible was composed in such a way that as beginners  
mature, its meaning grows with them.” 

“There can only be two basic loves ... the love of God unto the 
forgetfulness of self, or the love of self unto the forgetfulness 
and denial of God.” 

“If you understood him, it would not be God.” 

“Humility must accompany all our actions, must be with us 
everywhere; for as soon as we glory in our good works they 
are of no further value to our advancement in virtue. ” 

“Our hearts have been made for you, O God, and they shall 
never rest until they rest in you.” 

“I look forward, not to what lies ahead of me in this life and 
will surely pass away, but to my eternal goal. I am intent upon 
this one purpose, not distracted by other aims, and with this 
goal in view I press on, eager for the prize, God’s heavenly 
summons. Then I shall listen to the sound of Your praises and 
gaze at Your beauty ever present, never future, never past. But 
now my years are but sighs. You, O Lord, are my only solace. 
You, my Father, are eternal. But I am divided between time 
gone by and time to come, and its course is a mystery to me. 
My thoughts, the intimate life of my soul, are torn this way 
and that in the havoc of change. And so it will be until I am 
purified and melted by the fire of Your love and fused into one 
with You.”  

“St. Augustine of Hippo is the patron saint of brewers because of 
his conversion from a former life of loose living, which included 

parties, entertainment, and worldly ambitions. His complete 
turnaround and conversion has been an inspiration to many who 
struggle with a particular vice or habit that they long to break. He 
was baptized, became a priest, a bishop, a famous Catholic writer, 
founder of  religious priests, and one of the greatest saints who ever

lived. He became very devout and charitable, too. On the wall of his 
room, he had the following sentence written in large letters: ‘Here we 
do not speak evil of anyone.’ St. Augustine overcame strong heresies,  
practiced great poverty and supported the poor, preached very often,  
and prayed with great fervor right up until his death. His feast day  

is August 28th.” ~from Catholic.org 



TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME JUNE 21, 2020 

Daily Mass Readings 
Sunday (6/21) — First Reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13; 

Psalm: 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35; Second Reading: Romans 5:12-15; 
Gospel: Matthew 10:26-33 

Monday (6/22) — First Reading: 2 Kings 17:5-8, 13-15(a), 18; 
Psalm: 60:3-5, 12-13; Gospel: Matthew 7:1-5 

Tuesday (6/23) — First Reading: 2 Kings 19:9(b)-11, 14-21, 
31-35(a), 36; Psalm: 48:2-3(a)(b), 3(c)(d)-4, 10-11; 

Gospel: Matthew 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday (6/24; Solemnity of the Nativity of St. John 

the Baptist) — First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-6; 
Psalm: 139:1(b)-3, 13-14(a)(b), 14(c)-15; Second Reading: 

Acts 13:22-26; Gospel: Luke 1:57-66, 80 
Thursday (6/25) — First Reading: 2 Kings 24:8-17; 

Psalm: 79:1(b)-5, 8-9; Gospel: Matthew 7:21-29 
Friday (6/26) — First Reading: 2 Kings 25:1-12; 

Psalm: 137:1-6; Gospel: Matthew 8:1-4 
Saturday (6/27) — First Reading: Lamentations 2:2, 10-14, 

18-19; Psalm: 74:1(b)-7, 20-21; Gospel: Matthew 8:5-17 
Sunday (6/28) — First Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16(a); 
Psalm: 89:2-3, 16-19; Second Reading: Romans 6:3-4, 8-11; 

Gospel: Matthew 10:37-42 

St. John the Baptist 

Stained-glass window at St. John the Baptist Church, Valatie 
(photo by St. John’s parishioner John Zukowski) 

St. John the Baptist is known for evangelization and for 
baptizing Jesus. He was born through the intercession of God 
to Zachariah and Elizabeth, who was too old to bear children. 
When Elizabeth was pregnant with John, Mary visited her, 
and John leapt in her womb. He began public ministry around 
30 AD and was known for attracting large crowds across the 
province of Judea and around the Jordan River. When Jesus 
came to him to be baptized, John recognized him and said, “It 
is I who need baptism from you.” Jesus told John to baptize 
Him anyway, which he did. ~from Catholic.org 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

John Brady, Lyle Daniels, Alexa Despins, Ursula Gordon, 
Heather, John Kilcer, Barbara Laspada, Richard Leggitt, 

Maria, Anthony Roberts, Deacon Paul Roeme, Sr., 
Joseph Sikoskie, and Jack and Emma Yurish 

Also, please keep these first responders in your prayers: 

Courtney Baksa, Katherine A. Behrens, Kristy Buchan, 
Tracy Crandall, Sarah Every, Laurajean Kaninenberg Jones, 

Shannon Kennedy, Julia Kilcer, Liane Koenig, Minerva Lord, 
Jessica McCoy, Maija Moore, Beth DeMatteo, Celia Muoser, 

Bill Murphy, Marie Ribadeneyra, Samson Shakarian, 
Laura Sundstrom, Joe Testa, Anita Wilhelm, Carl Winkler, 

and Karen Zwycewicz 
Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 
sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

St. James Prayer Requests 

Our parish offers the convenient option for online giving. 
This feature enables you to easily make donations, payments, 
and pledges to St. James — which is especially important now 
during this time of physical distancing, when buildings are 
closed. To access our parish’s online giving platform or to 
receive more information, please click the following link: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

During this time when all Masses in the Roman Catholic  
Diocese of Albany have been cancelled until further notice, please 
know that our pastor, Rev. George Fleming, is keeping everyone 
in prayer and will continue to celebrate daily liturgies in private, 
paying special attention to the Mass intentions of the day. All 
Mass intentions will be rescheduled. 

Mass Intentions 

Online Giving 

Do you have an item for publication in our St. James bulletin? 
Please send your information to: stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 
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25 Railroad Avenue
Chatham, New York

518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE

518.758.2919 • CELL: 378.2207
FAX: 518.758.1677

Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com

Second Generation
Serving All Faiths

Prearrangement
Counseling

For All Your Plumbing Needs

518.672.7068
www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
Just off the Taconic Parkway

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Doors • Electric Openers

Radio Controls • Sales & Service

Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
518-794-7373

www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM

facebook.com/ourdailybreadchatham

ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

J. HUNZIKER

PAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


