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“You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High; 
     for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 
     to give his people knowledge of salvation 
     by the forgiveness of their sins. 
     In the tender compassion of our God 
     the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 
     to shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, 
     and to guide our feet into the way of peace.” ~Luke 1:76-79 

If you are reading this week’s blog as a parishioner of St. John 
the Baptist, you might be experiencing a feeling of déjà-vu or 
thinking that perhaps I submitted a copy of last week’s blog by 
mistake. Of the three separate blogs I wrote last week for our 
different parishes, I wrote last to St. John the Baptist in honor 
of our patron’s feast day — but these words began to describe 
to me the experience of our soft reopening. 

For the first time in more than 100 days, I celebrated liturgies 
with our people at all four churches. Beginning on last 
Wednesday in Stottville and then during three weekend  
liturgies at the other worship sites, my heart was filled with the 
moving experience of seeing parishioners celebrate their faith 
as an assembly of believers and as a Eucharistic people. 

The soft opening allowed parish leaders to have a run-through 
and acquaint themselves with the procedures and tasks at 
hand. To be able to come together in prayer reminded us what 
we are all about. These leaders follow in the footsteps of St. 
John the Baptist in preparing us as we prepare His way. I am 
so grateful for all of you who are lending a hand and  
extending a prayer for the benefit of our brothers and sisters. 

When I celebrated my 25th anniversary last year, I never could 
have imagined the future impact that these last few months 
would have on me and on how I envision my priesthood. As 
challenging as these weeks have been, they have also been  
liberating. I am captivated by a new understanding of not only 
the priesthood that I cherish but also the Body of Christ, 
which has continued to thrive through the prayers, dedication, 
and outreach of our people. I am so incredibly proud of what 
our parishes have been able to accomplish — but am prouder 
still of the divine inspiration and faithful motivation that is 
behind all that is done in God’s name. You are truly Christ’s 
disciples. You have heeded St. Paul’s directive: “Put on 
Christ” (Romans 13:14) — even as you have had to stop and 
put a mask on first! 

Our abbreviated and adjusted liturgy schedule comes as a 
hardship on us all, especially while we are at 25 to 33 percent 
capacity. I am confident that we are going in the right  
direction, but this requires a slow and steady return to a new 

normal (or, as someone said, “a new next”). We will keep you 
updated, and while office hours have been limited, someone 
will always get back to you in a timely manner. 

We are united this year in a special way as we re-enter the 
church and begin worshiping together as a family. As I typed 
those words for St. John the Baptist, I had to correct a typo: I 
originally wrote untied by mistake instead of united. I am 
struck, however, by how fitting that term could describe us. 
We have been tied down for more than three months, and  
only now is it possible to begin loosening some of the  
restrictions that have kept us bound and restricted. 

As last year united us in joy and recognition of our past,  
present, and future, this year unites us in the conviction that 
nothing can close us from Christ’s mission. As five  
communities, four churches, and three parishes, we are now 
more united (as well as untied) than ever before. Thanks to 
amazing parish leaders, including our staff, we have continued 
to provide incredible service to our community through our 
outreach and prayer. Now, we are reaching back home where 
we can celebrate together and pray for all of our concerns. 

It is now our mission to prepare His way — to prepare others 
to experience Christ in the Sacraments and in the community! 
It is now our mission to provide the knowledge necessary for 
health and well-being. It is now our mission to proclaim the 
compassion of our God who will bring salvation and  
forgiveness! It is our mission to propel a people in darkness to 
the way of peace! United we stand; Untied we can move  
forward together (at a safe distance, of course!). 

In my final words, I want to acknowledge that many of us are 
still struggling. We are facing difficulties as never before and 
are overwhelmed by not only our own problems but also those 
of our community and society. We must remember Jesus’s 
words in this week’s Gospel; “Come to me, all you who  
labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 
11:28). These words of comfort and assurance couldn’t come 
at a better time.  

P.S.: For all of you who are celebrating Independence Day  
differently this year, please know that our beloved country and all 
of you are in my thoughts and prayers. I know that we are facing 
particular struggles this year, especially when we reflect on  
whether true freedom can exist when it is not shared by all. Still, 
we have been given the hope of freedom and a call to equality that 
reminds us that all are precious in God’s eyes.  

God bless you! ~Fr. George 



 

PARISH INFORMATION

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

ST. JAMES ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION 
Preschool through Grade 5 — Sundays, 10 to 11 A.M. 

Coordinator: Angelique Hebert 
Mobile: (518) 653-6542 or (518) 758-1319 
E-mail: saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

 
ST. JAMES SECONDARY FAITH FORMATION 

Grades 6 through Confirmation — Mondays, 6:30 to 8 P.M. 
Coordinator: Lisanne Jensen 

Mobile: (518) 965-9199 | stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 
 

ST. JAMES YOUTH MINISTRY 
Serving young people in Grades 6 and older 

Coordinator: Lisanne Jensen 
Mobile: (518) 965-9199 | stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 

FAITH  FORMATION 
CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: 

Saturdays, 5:30 P.M. 
Sundays, 9 A.M. 

Weekdays: Tuesdays and Fridays, 8 A.M. 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Address: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037 
Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Hours: 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 
In Case of Emergency: Please call (518) 303-3636 

ST. JAMES STAFF: 
Parish Office Assistant: Beth Lenahan 

Phone: (518) 392-4991 
E-mail: sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Music Director: Justine Rodriguez 
Phone: (518) 986-9800 

E-mail: justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

ST. JAMES PASTORAL COUNCIL: 
Edgar Acevedo, (518) 821-2136; Nancy Carrizales, 

Beth Lenahan, Maria Lull, Paula Ptaszek, Gabriella Sperry 

Do you have an item for publication in our St. James bulletin? 
Please send your information to the following e-mail address: 

stjamessecondary518@gmail.com

Online Faith Formation Resources 

~What is a sacrament? How many sacraments does the 
Catholic Church have? The Religion Teacher offers a 
“Seven Sacraments Lesson Plan” for families to learn more 
about our sacramental life as Catholics. Access the free 
downloadable activities (plus a short video) by clicking here. 
Jared Dees of The Religion Teacher has also put together a 
video that explains the meaning of the word “Amen.” Watch 
it by clicking here. 

~For adults: the next “Words with Wine” event, hosted by 
St. Bernard’s School of Theology and Ministry, will be held 
online via Zoom on Thursday, July 16th at 7:30 P.M. The 
topic of this session will be “Fellini’s classic film, La Strada.” 
To register for this event, visit the website. 

~Have you ever visited the Dominican Retreat and  
Conference Center in Niskayuna? They’re offering virtual 
events that you can experience as a family from the comfort 
of your home. Click here to view the complete list, which 
includes an online Taizé prayer session. 

~As always, Catholic Icing provides numerous Faith  
Formation resources for families. Click here to read about 
“Saint Feast Days in July (and Other Days to Celebrate with 
Kids!)”. 

~Just for fun, what about choosing a saint for 2020? Check 
out “The Saint’s Name Generator” by Jen Fulwiler.  

Our parish offers the convenient option for online giving. 
This feature enables you to easily make donations, payments, 
and pledges to St. James — which is especially important now 
during this time of physical distancing, when buildings are 
closed. To access our parish’s online giving platform or to 
receive more information, please click the following link: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

Online Giving 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

#1. International Eyeglasses Campaign — Please set aside used 
prescription glasses, reading (magnifying) glasses, and  
sunglasses for distribution by Lions International in Haiti,  
homeland of our sister parish, St. Cecilia. This campaign is part 
of a joint effort in the Catholic Community of Northern Columbia 
County (CCNCC) during the summertime, although we accept 
glasses year round. Please call the OutReach number below to 
arrange pickup. 

#2. Our Collection of Non-Food Items (i.e., paper goods,  
laundry detergent and dryer sheets, healthcare products, and any 
size diapers), which is usually held in the spring at St. James, will 
be combined with the September collection of this biannual  
endeavor to benefit the Chatham and Ghent Food Pantries. 
Please note: anyone who would like to offer financial support to 
the pantries at any time is asked to write a check payable to St. 
James with “Emergency Relief” written on the memo line. 
Please mail your donation to our parish office: 117 Hudson 
Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037. You can also use our Online Giving 
system. We will forward all donations. Thank you for your  
consideration. 

#3. Again this week, one of the five Pillars of Service provided to 
the community by Catholic Charities of Columbia and Greene 
Counties is highlighted in this column. The five pillars of service 
are: Crisis Response, Provision of Basic Needs, Support of the 
Vulnerable, Strengthening Families, and Empowering  
Individuals. “Healthy Families Columbia” is one of the  
programs intended to support and protect the vulnerable. The 
mission of “Healthy Families” involves working frequently (i.e., 
once or twice a week) with each enrolled family to assess their 
current needs and find appropriate resources to address them 
(especially challenging during these changing times). In 2019, 56 
families and five school districts in Columbia County were 
served, and 588 home visits were made. “Healthy Families  
Columbia” has a literary component through a grant from the 
Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation. The grant enabled 
“Healthy Families” to distribute 842 books and 246 other literary 
items to the families in 2019. This spring and summer, the staff 
has been very busy delivering diapers, clothing, pack-and-plays, 
and food packages to families. Families who struggle to fill out 
applications for assistance and housing are helped through the 
application process. Parents are empowered to help their  
children develop social, emotional, and cognitive skills that they 
need to succeed. Parents are provided curriculum on child  
development and milestones, which offers reassurance from 

wondering whether their child is on track — or, if not, how to 
get back on track given support and resources. The staff looks 
forward to enrolling and assisting more families in the future. 
The originally-scheduled “Healthy Families America  
Accreditation” site visit in March has been postponed for the 
time being as Catholic Charities of Columbia-Greene continues 
to provide quality service. 

#4. The Chatham and Ghent Food Pantries would be happy to 
receive gift certificates from local farm stands for the purchase of 
fruits and vegetables at harvest time. Cherries and blueberries are 
being harvested this week. Gift certificates to buy these and other 
produce would be a boon to the patrons of the pantries. For the 
operating hours of the pantries, please call the OutReach  
number at the end of this column. 

#5. Brianna’s Plan — Brianna, who will begin her second year 
of college in Ohio this fall, is visiting her grandmother in  
Chatham during the summer. Brianna’s plan was to find a  
summer job in Chatham to defray tuition costs. Unfortunately, 
she has not been able to find a job. Does anyone know of  
short-term employment opportunities locally? If so, please call 
the OutReach number below. 

#6. This week, a 42” flat-screen TV, a small storage chest, and 
women’s clothing were donated to OutReach to give away. To 
donate furniture or clothes (in good condition, any size, for 
men, women, or children), please call the OutReach number. 
We will be happy to place them in a new home. 

#7. W.I.C. participants should continue to conduct telephone 
appointments during the month of July. 

For more information about OutReach, please contact Denise Barry, 
St. James OutReach coordinator, at (518) 929-4369. 

PARISH  OUTREACH 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 
Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

In his book, Responses to 101 Questions on 
God and Evolution (Paulist Press, 2001), 
John Haught, Landegger Distinguished 
Professor of Theology at Georgetown 
University, addresses the question of the 
impact of  the Darwinian theory of  
evolution on modern theology. More 
specifically, he examines how does one 
reconcile the idea of divine intervention 
and creationism (God) with the  
seemingly randomness of natural  
selection which underlies Darwin’s  
theory. 

“... After Darwin we simply cannot have 
the same thoughts about religious faith 
as we may have had before. After  
Darwin the whole creation and the  
entire story of life look different ...  
Evolution does not require that we 
abandon faith and theology, but it does 
demand that these undergo a kind of 
development of their own ... And if we 
take the time to think about God in 
terms of evolution, I believe that our 
religious understanding will have  
everything to gain and nothing to 
lose” (p. 38). 

“Natural theology ... which looks for 
imprints of a divine creator in nature 
(usually some kind of ‘design’) — is 
more inclined these days ... to look for 
signs of divine intelligence in the whole 
cosmic picture ... Natural theology today, 
therefore, is often inclined to look for 
signs of divine influence in cosmic  
beginnings rather than in the adaptive fit 
of organisms to their environment. 

“Darwin's thought, however, also  
invites systematic theology to consider 
the fact that we live in an unfinished 
universe. Evolution means that creation 
is still occurring, as much today as in the 
beginning. The fact that the evolving 
universe and its life story are still  
unfinished opens up a future to us in a 
refreshing and liberating way that  
previous pictures of nature did not  
allow. An unfinished creation invites 
theology to extend our hope not just to a 
heaven for humans hereafter, but ahead 
to a destiny that must somehow include 
the whole universe. This wider view of 
things also allows us to feel more  

forcefully that our own efforts ... may 
nonetheless contribute to the great work 
of ongoing cosmic creation ...  
Stewardship in such a universe means 
more than just caring for what has been 
present from the beginning. It also 
means that we should nurture the  
process of creation so as to enable it to 
realize its inherent evolutionary  
potential for future unfolding … 

“Simply stated, the God of Christian 
faith is not one who overpowers the 
world and forces it to conform to a rigid 
plan. Instead God wills that the world 
‘become itself’ as fully as possible. This 
means that the world must be allowed 
the space and time to wander about, 
experimenting with various possibilities.  
While the mind of God is the source of 
all the alternative possible paths the  
universe may travel on its evolutionary 
adventure, we can safely suppose that a 
God of love would not compel it to  
follow a prefabricated itinerary  
unyieldingly ... The process of evolution 
is the story of the universe trying out 
various ways of becoming distinctively 
itself. Divine power, therefore, is  
manifested as loving self-restraint, as a 
‘letting be’ that permits the world to 
emerge as something other than 
God” (pp. 48-50). 

“In the twentieth century Teilhard de 
Chardin and Karl Rahner, along with 
several other Christian thinkers, brought 
renewed focus to cosmic Christology.  
They emphasized that not only the  
evolution of life, but also the story of the 
whole universe, has from the beginning 
been silently shaped by the Word of 
God who has appeared in the flesh  
during the evolutionary period known as 
human history ... Evolution, therefore, 
as Teilhard declares, is holy. As the  
universe continues to grow in  
complexity and consciousness it  
becomes increasingly ‘Christified’ ... 
The whole story of the universe is  
simultaneously the story of Christ’s 
gathering to himself a body — a body of 
which we and our creative contributions 
are a small portion. When we think of 
the body of Christ, therefore, we must 

think not only of a human community, 
but of the whole evolving universe  
converging on Christ” (p. 64). 



FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Altar Server Coordinator: Paula Ptaszek, (518) 929-8641; 
ptaszekp@gmail.com 

Arts/Environment: Donna Piche, (518) 331-2434; 
droma27@aol.com 

Baptism Preparation: Brian and Angelique Hebert, 
(518) 653-6542; saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

Bereavement: Mickey Dennis, (518) 269-5146; micknbill4@aol.com  

Book Groups: Dee Winkler (morning), (518) 392-2297; 
winklerdj@msn.com; and Marie Orlando (afternoon), 

(518) 784-2548; morland6@gmail.com 

Buildings and Grounds: Tom Holliday, (518) 527-3699;  
thomash250@outlook.com 

CCNCC E-mail Blast: Nick Biggs, (518) 766-2872; 
nickthree@fairpoint.net 

Cemetery: Dave Frederick, (518) 469-6699; dnpfrederick@outlook.com 

Center for Faith Enrichment (CFE): Connie Mondel, 
(518) 392-5874; constancemondel@gmail.com 

Elementary Faith Formation: Angelique Hebert, 
(518) 653-6542; saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

Eucharistic Minister Coordinator: Amy Clifford,  
(518) 392-2597; atclifford@fairpoint.net 

Finance Committee: Phil Mossman, (518) 672-7121; 
mossypn@yahoo.com 

Flower Ministry: Rosemarie Siegel, (413) 717-1738; 
rosemarie4241@gmail.com 

Greeters: Diane Whiteman; dianewhiteman65@gmail.com 

Haiti Ministry: Pat Dieffenbach, (518) 392-7947; 
jerrypatdieff@fairpoint.net 

Hospitality: Mickey Dennis, (518) 269-5146; micknbill4@aol.com 

Knights of Columbus: George Quinn, (518) 588-1307; 
gquinn1110@gmail.com; and Peter Brinkerhoff, 

(518) 392-6418; pjbrinkerhoff80@gmail.com 

Lector Coordinator: Betty Sundstrom, (518) 392-3071; 
sundstrom@fairpoint.net 

Marriage Preparation: Greg and Lisa Reeves, (518) 331-6774; 
greg.reeves@compass-usa.com 

Music Ministry: Justine Rodriguez, (518) 986-9800; 
justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Beth Lenahan, (518) 392-4991; 
sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

OutReach: Denise Barry, (518) 929-4369; barry.denise.c@gmail.com 

Pastoral Care/Homebound Ministry: Dee Winkler, 
(518) 392-2297; winklerdj@msn.com 

Pastoral Council: Edgar Acevedo, (518) 392-5731;  
edgar@fairpoint.net; and Gabriella Sperry,(518) 766-4132; 

thegnshls@icloud.com 

RCIA: Terry Ribadeneyra and Joe Lalka, (518) 392-2499; 
terryriba@gmail.com 

Secondary Faith Formation: Lisanne Jensen, (518) 965-9199; 
stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 

Ushers: Tracy Crandall, (518) 528-3354, tiggernurse79@hotmail.com; 
and John Peterson, (518) 610-1569; jd12017@yahoo.com 

Website: Paula Ptaszek, (518) 929-8641; ptaszekp@gmail.com 

Ministry Leaders Contact Information 

JULY 5, 2020 

Sunday (7/5) — First Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10; 
Psalm: 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14; Second Reading: Romans 8:9, 11-13; 

Gospel: Matthew 11:25-30 
Monday (7/6) — First Reading: Hosea 2:16, 17(c)-18, 21-22; 

Psalm: 145:2-9; Gospel: Matthew 9:18-26 
Tuesday (7/7) — First Reading: Hosea 8:4-7, 11-13; 
Psalm: 115:3-7(a)(b), 8-10; Gospel: Matthew 9:32-38 

Wednesday (7/8) — First Reading: Hosea 10:1-3, 7-8, 12; 
Psalm: 105:2-7; Gospel: Matthew 10:1-7 

Thursday (7/9) — First Reading: Hosea 11:1-4, 8(e)-9; 
Psalm: 80:2(a)(c), 3(b), 15-16; Gospel: Matthew 10:7-15 

Friday (7/10) — First Reading: Hosea 14:2-10; 
Psalm: 51:3-4, 8-9, 12-14, 17; Gospel: Matthew 10:16-23 

Saturday (7/11; Memorial of St. Benedict, Abbot) — 
First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-8; Psalm: 93:1(a)(b), 1(c)(d)-2, 5; 

Gospel: Matthew 10:24-33 
Sunday (7/12) — First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11; 

Psalm: Psalm 65:10-14; Second Reading: Romans 8:18-23; 
Gospel: Matthew 13:1-23 

Daily Mass Readings 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

John Brady, Lyle Daniels, Alexa Despins, Deacon Warren Dorsch, 
Ursula Gordon, Heather, John Kilcer, Barbara Laspada, 

Richard Leggitt, Anthony Roberts, Deacon Paul Roeme, Sr., 
Joseph Sikoskie, and Jack and Emma Yurish 

Also, please keep these first responders in your prayers: 

Courtney Baksa, Katherine A. Behrens, Kristy Buchan, 
Tracy Crandall, Sarah Every, Laurajean Kaninenberg Jones, 

Shannon Kennedy, Julia Kilcer, Liane Koenig, Minerva Lord, 
Jessica McCoy, Maija Moore, Beth DeMatteo, Celia Muoser, 

Bill Murphy, Samson Shakarian, Laura Sundstrom, Joe Testa, 
Anita Wilhelm, Carl Winkler, and Karen Zwycewicz 

Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 
sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

St. James Prayer Requests 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. James Community, Chatham  03-0416

25 Railroad Avenue
Chatham, New York

518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE

518.758.2919 • CELL: 378.2207
FAX: 518.758.1677

Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com

Second Generation
Serving All Faiths

Prearrangement
Counseling

For All Your Plumbing Needs

518.672.7068
www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
Just off the Taconic Parkway

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Doors • Electric Openers

Radio Controls • Sales & Service

Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
518-794-7373

www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM

facebook.com/ourdailybreadchatham

ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

J. HUNZIKER

PAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


