
WELCOME, WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR LIFE’S JOURNEY 

117 HUDSON AVE., CHATHAM, NY, 12037 

PARISH OFFICE: (518) 392-4991 

Pastor: Rev. George P. Fleming Website: www.stjameschatham.org 

Part of the Catholic Community of Northern Columbia County (CCNCC) 

 

OUR ST. JAMES PARISH MISSION: 

Energized by the Eucharist and Scripture, we are a welcoming and affirming community that celebrates Christ Jesus in our midst. 

We value prayer, education, art, music, and the beauty of God’s creation in our quest for spiritual growth and social justice in the world. 

~Accepted at Liturgy, April 12

th

 and 13

th

, 2014 

 

Brothers and sisters: 

We know that all things work for good for those who love 

God, who are called according to his purpose. 

For those he foreknew he also predestined 

to be conformed to the image of his Son, 

so that he might be the firstborn 

among many brothers and sisters. 

And those he predestined he also called; 

and those he called he also justified; 

and those he justified he also glorified. 

 

There are certain weeks when the Sunday readings speak to 

my imagination immediately. This weekend, we have the 

remarkable response of Solomon in the first reading when 

God appears to him in a dream, “Ask something of me and 

I will give it to you.” Rather than ask for riches or glory for 

himself, he asks for wisdom so he can serve his people with 

understanding and justice. This is richly rewarded because 

it is evident that Solomon has his priorities in order and his 

desire to serve, rather than be served, foreshadows our own 

understanding of discipleship and servant leadership. 

 

When we see the Kingdom of God as a treasure beyond all 

things, we are brought to a similar call to see true riches as 

being not as the world sees them but as God reveals them. 

The short parables in this week’s Gospel call us to this un-

derstanding and remind us what is truly important. I think 

all of us who are living in and through the COVID-19 pan-

demic recognize that one of the consoling aspects has been 

a renewal of priority and seeing the preciousness of life. We 

have seen heroes as wise as Solomon giving of themselves 

in so many ways. We are living through a remarkable time 

and extraordinary things are happening in the wake of our 

experience. 

 

With so many people being transformed these last four 

months, it is not surprising that some people have asked if 

God willed this experience on us. This is antithetical to our 

Christian understanding of a God who loves us and works 

only for the good in us and in our world. Paul’s letter to the 

Romans reminds me of the Christian understanding of 

‘Predestination’, more specifically the Catholic understand-

ing of it. 

 

As Catholics we would reject predestination on face value if 

it implies that God wills things into being without our con-

trol. Greek mythology often toyed with this concept of 

‘fate.’ This dismisses free will. 

We know that we are all called to be God’s children and 

live lives worthy of that call. That doesn’t mean that we 

fully succeed in this world or turn away from God’s will at 

times. Like a loving parent that may be justifiably annoyed 

with us, I image God has patiently (or not so patiently) 

watching us grow and answer the call that we have been 

given. 

 

Predestination in this understanding of Paul’s account re-

minds us that it is tied to the call of each and everyone one 

of us. We are justified when we respond with love and good 

intention. In the process, we find ourselves in the image of 

God. This brings us glory because it brings us to the One 

who is glorified. 

 

I want to thank everyone who has answered the call, espe-

cially in your support of our parish communities. I am see-

ing heroes in so many directions, from those on the front 

line of the pandemic to those stepping up in prayer. I don’t 

think God willed this on us any of us but we certainly have 

been graced with a sense of preparedness. God bless you 

all. 

Pastor’s Blog 



 

PARISH  INFORMATION 

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

ST. JAMES ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION 

Preschool through Grade 5 — Sundays, 10 to 11 A.M. 

Coordinator: Angelique Hebert 

Mobile: (518) 653-6542 or (518) 758-1319 

E-mail: saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

 

ST. JAMES SECONDARY FAITH FORMATION 

Grades 6 through Confirmation — Mondays, 6:30 to 8 P.M. 

 

ST. JAMES YOUTH MINISTRY 

Serving young people in Grades 6 and older 

FAITH  FORMATION 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: 

To ensure a safe worship experience, we are welcoming up 

to 80 worshipers to St. James for 9AM Sunday Mass for 

July and August, inviting worshipers by group in last 

name, alphabetical order. For all those who are not ready 

to return to church, we encourage you to continue wor-

shiping with us online at stjameschatham.org. Fr. George 

reminds all that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass has 

been suspended, and will continue to offer recorded 

masses for then entire CCNCC community for the foresee-

able future. 

July/August 2020 Mass Schedule: 

Sunday, July 26

th

 — Cycle 4 worshipers’ last names Q-Z 

Sunday, August  2nd — Cycle 1 worshipers’ last names A-D 

Sunday, August  9

th

 — Cycle 2 worshipers’ last names E-K 

Sunday, August  16

th

 — Cycle 3 worshipers’ last names L-P 

Sunday, August 23

rd

— Cycle 4 worshipers’ last names Q-Z 

Sunday, August  30th  — Cycle 1 worshipers’ last names A-D 

 

Please call our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or send an 

e-mail to sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if you would like to 

reserve a seat at an upcoming Mass for yourself, family 

member, and/or guest.  We will also do our best to ac-

commodate you and your family if you would like to at-

tend Mass off Cycle– Kindly let us know in advanced by 

email or phone. Please plan to arrive early, and be aware 

that wearing a mask is required. Our church will open at 

8:30AM. Thank you for your patience and understanding. 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Address: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037 

Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Hours: 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 

In Case of Emergency: Please call (518) 303-3636 

ST. JAMES STAFF: 

Parish Office Assistant: Beth Lenahan 

Phone: (518) 392-4991 

E-mail: sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Music Director: Justine Rodriguez 

Phone: (518) 986-9800 

E-mail: justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

ST. JAMES PASTORAL COUNCIL: 

Edgar Acevedo, (518) 821-2136; Nancy Carrizales, 

Beth Lenahan, Maria Lull, Paula Ptaszek, Gabriella Sperry 

Online Giving 

Do you have an item for publication in our St. James bulletin? 

Please send it via e-mail to:  

stjameschathambulletin@gmail.com 

St. James offers the convenient option for online giving. 

This feature enables you to easily make donations, pay-

ments, and pledges to our parish — which is especially im-

portant now during this time of physical distancing. To 

access the St. James online-giving platform or to receive 

more information, please click the following link: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

For those worshipers who are attending our in-person 

liturgies and wish to bring their offertory contribution,  

collection baskets will be available as you exit. 

More New Yorkers need to respond to the 2020 Census. 

New York’s Census response rate is at 57.5%, which is below 

the national average. It’s important that every New Yorker 

responds to the Census. It’s safe, easy and can be done online 

from the comfort of your own home. Let’s make sure every New 

Yorker is counted.  

Complete the Census today at my2020Census.gov 

2020 Census 

“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, 

which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes 

and sells all that he has and buys that field.” - Mt 13:44 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 
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For more information about OutReach, please contact Denise Barry, 

St. James OutReach coordinator, at (518) 929-4369. 

PARISH  OUTREACH 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

Chatham Area Interfaith Council 

Virtual  Fundraiser to  Feed The Hungry 

In Columbia Count over 10% of our neighbors live at or 

below poverty line, including nearly 2,000 children and 

many senior citizens. The government subsidies they rely 

on are not always available and when they are, they cover 

only 60% of food costs. Additionally, the pandemic has 

closed many school meal programs. 

But we can help. The CAIC encourages everyone to 

support the local organizations that work hard to provide 

meals and groceries to families suffering from food 

insufficiency. Please consider donating to one or more of 

the following organizations that depend on our generosity 

to help them fulfill their mission to provide food to those 

who need it. 

 

Time & Space Limited 

Hudson arts organization that has been serving 200 meals 

per week since March. Donate online at timeandspace.org 

 

Valatie Ecumenical Food Pantry 

Donations can be sent to: 

3212 Church Street., P.O. Box 266 Valatie, NY 12184 

 

Mellenville Philmont Food Pantry  

Donations of food and/or money can be sent to: 

91 Church Street, P.O. Box V Mellenvile, NY 12544 

 

Columbia County Recovery Kitchen  

A pop-up soup kitchen that delivers 800 meals per week. 

Donate online at: 

Columbiacountyrecoverykitchen.org 

 

“The parish family of St. James and our sister churches are 

proud to support an interfaith effort to provide food and 

other resources to organizations that provide for 

underserved people in need.”  

~ Father George Fleming, St. James Church, Chatham 

 

“The first of the 6 Perfections is Dana, translated as Perfect 

Generosity. When we practice Dana it is to benefit others 

without expectation of recognition or reward. This is a 

great opportunity to practice Buddhist teachings by giving 

money to provide meals to families.” 

~Rev. Monshin Paul Naamon, Abbot, Tendai Dharma 

Center, Caanan 

 

“Some of the most enjoyable times we have in life are spent 

sharing a meal with ones we love. The CAIC has identified 

an urgent need for food for some of our residents and 

developed this fundraiser to help. God will smile on us all 

as we feed our neighbors.” 

~Pastor  Gloria Jimpson, Payne AME church, Chatham 

 

“In a time of great and urgent need, it is incumbent on us to 

help others nourish and sustain themselves. Thank you to 

the organizers of this campaign for their vision and 

diligence!” 

~Rabbi Or Rose, The Chatham Synagogue 

“Hello Pat, I hope you are all doing well despite all the bad things that 

are worrying us these days. Bad news is increasing day by day and 

stress is constantly overwhelming us. Since March after the  

announcement made by the Haitian government, we are forced to close 

the door of the parish as well as that of our schools to prevent the 

spread of the virus, but a good number of the population does not care 

about everything, they continue their life as before. It is as if nothing 

had happened. But every Sunday we celebrate Mass in a small room 

with a reduced staff. But I must tell you sincerely we are in the process 

of dealing with a kind of riot caused by the dearness of life, the  

devaluation of our gourd, the rise of products of the first necessity, all 

this increases our misery more and more in the community, people (old 

and young alike) keep knocking on the presbytery door asking me for 

help either for food, or to send their children to the hospital, or to buy 

seeds, or to pay their rent, etc. All to tell you that the task is really  

difficult for us, but we often say “no trouble without help,” thanks to 

your supports I was able to stand up, I will be able to support some 

teachers who have not received anything since April and continue to 

help the poor people who arrive regularly to ask for help. In short, I 

have no words to thank you my friends for all the service rendered to 

the community through your program. May God in his infinite love 

continue to protect you not only against Covid-19, and also bless each 

of you and your respective families. ~Fr. Jean-Mary 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 

Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

St. James Haiti Ministry 



SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Altar Server Coordinator: Paula Ptaszek, (518) 929-8641; 

ptaszekp@gmail.com 

Arts/Environment: Donna Piche, (518) 331-2434; 

droma27@aol.com 

Baptism Preparation: Brian and Angelique Hebert, 

(518) 653-6542; saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

Bereavement: Mickey Dennis, (518) 269-5146; micknbill4@aol.com  

Book Groups: Dee Winkler (morning), (518) 392-2297; 

winklerdj@msn.com; and Marie Orlando (afternoon), 

(518) 784-2548; morland6@gmail.com 

Buildings and Grounds: Tom Holliday, (518) 527-3699;  

thomash250@outlook.com 

CCNCC E-mail Blast: Nick Biggs, (518) 766-2872; 

nickthree@fairpoint.net 

Cemetery: Dave Frederick, (518) 469-6699; dnpfrederick@outlook.com 

Center for Faith Enrichment (CFE): Connie Mondel, 

(518) 392-5874; constancemondel@gmail.com 

Elementary Faith Formation: Angelique Hebert, 

(518) 653-6542; saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

Eucharistic Minister Coordinator: Amy Clifford,  

(518) 392-2597; atclifford@fairpoint.net 

Finance Committee: Phil Mossman, (518) 672-7121; mos-

sypn@yahoo.com 

Flower Ministry: Rosemarie Siegel, (413) 717-1738; 

rosemarie4241@gmail.com 

Greeters: Diane Whiteman; dianewhiteman65@gmail.com 

Haiti Ministry: Pat Dieffenbach, (518) 392-7947; 

jerrypatdieff@fairpoint.net 

Hospitality: Mickey Dennis, (518) 269-5146; micknbill4@aol.com 

Knights of Columbus: George Quinn, (518) 588-1307; 

gquinn1110@gmail.com; and Peter Brinkerhoff, 

(518) 392-6418; pjbrinkerhoff80@gmail.com 

Lector Coordinator: Betty Sundstrom, (518) 392-3071; 

sundstrom@fairpoint.net 

Marriage Preparation: Greg and Lisa Reeves, (518) 331-6774; 

greg.reeves@compass-usa.com 

Music Ministry: Justine Rodriguez, (518) 986-9800; 

justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

Office Manager: Beth Lenahan, (518) 392-4991; 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

OutReach: Denise Barry, (518) 929-4369; barry.denise.c@gmail.com 

Pastoral Care/Homebound Ministry: Dee Winkler, 

(518) 392-2297; winklerdj@msn.com 

Pastoral Council: Edgar Acevedo, (518) 392-5731;  

edgar@fairpoint.net; and Gabriella Sperry,(518) 766-4132; 

thegnshls@icloud.com 

RCIA: Terry Ribadeneyra and Joe Lalka, (518) 392-2499; 

terryriba@gmail.com 

Secondary Faith Formation: Lisanne Jensen, (518) 965-9199; 

stjamessecondary518@gmail.com 

Ushers: Tracy Crandall, (518) 528-3354, tiggernurse79@hotmail.com; 

and John Peterson, (518) 610-1569; jd12017@yahoo.com 

Website: Paula Ptaszek, (518) 929-8641; ptaszekp@gmail.com 

Ministry Leaders Contact Information 

JULY 26, 2020 

Sunday:  1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12/Ps 119:57, 72, 76-77, 127-128, 129-130 [97a]/

Rom 8:28-30/Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 

Monday: Jer 13:1-11/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 13:31-35 

Tuesday: Jer 14:17-22/Ps 79:8, 9, 11 and 13 [9]/Mt 13:36-43 

Wednesday: Jer 15:10, 16-21/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11 [2]/Jn 11:19-

27 or Lk 10:38-42 

Thursday: Jer 18:1-6/Ps 146:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6ab [5a]/Mt 13:47-53 

Friday: Jer 26:1-9/Ps 69:5, 8-10, 14 [14c]/Mt 13:54-58 

Saturday: Jer 26:11-16, 24/Ps 69:15-16, 30-31, 33-34 [14c]/Mt 14:1-12 

Next Sunday: Is 55:1-3/Ps 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 [cf. 16]/Rom 8:35, 37-

39/Mt 14:13-21 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

John Brady, Lyle Daniels, Deacon Warren Dorsch, 

Ursula Gordon, Heather, John Kilcer, Barbara Laspada, 

Richard Leggitt, Anthony Roberts, Deacon Paul Roeme, Sr., 

Joseph Sikoskie, Dee Winkler, and Jack and Emma Yurish 

Also, please keep these first responders in your prayers: 

Courtney Baksa, Katherine A. Behrens, Kristy Buchan, 

Tracy Crandall, Sarah Every, Laurajean Kaninenberg Jones, Shannon 

Kennedy, Julia Kilcer, Liane Koenig, Minerva Lord, 

Jessica McCoy, Maija Moore, Beth DeMatteo, Celia Muoser, 

Bill Murphy, Samson Shakarian, Laura Sundstrom, Joe Testa, Anita 

Wilhelm, Carl Winkler,  Lauren Wrigley, and Karen Zwycewicz 

Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

St. James Prayer Requests 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time– Readings 

Daily Mass Readings 

 

First Reading: “Give your servant, therefore, an understanding heart to 

judge your people and to distinguish right from wrong.”  (1 Kgs 3:9a) 

Psalm: Lord, I love your commands. (Ps 119) 

Second Reading: We know that all things work for good for those who 

love God, who are called according to his purpose. (Rom 8:28) 

Gospel: “The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, 

which a person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all 

that he has and buys that field.” (Mt 13:44) 

Sunday, July 26  John Bermingham by Jean DuBois 

   Peter David Andres abd John C. 

   Merkle by John & Betty Sundstrom 

Sunday, August 2 Paul Martin by Jean Blume 

   John Bermingham by Marilyn Martin 

Mass Intentions 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. James Community, Chatham  03-0416

25 Railroad Avenue
Chatham, New York

518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE

518.758.2919 • CELL: 378.2207
FAX: 518.758.1677

Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com

Second Generation
Serving All Faiths

Prearrangement
Counseling

For All Your Plumbing Needs

518.672.7068
www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
Just off the Taconic Parkway

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Doors • Electric Openers

Radio Controls • Sales & Service

Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
518-794-7373

www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM

facebook.com/ourdailybreadchatham

ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

J. HUNZIKER

PAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


