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After he had fed the people, Jesus made the disciples get into a boat 

and precede him to the other side, 

while He dismissed the crowds.  

After doing so, he went up on the mountain by himself to pray.  

When it was evening He was there alone.  

Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, 

was being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against it.  

During the fourth watch of the night, 

He came toward them walking on the sea.  

When the disciples saw him walking on the sea they were terrified.  

 “It is a ghost,” they said, and they cried out in fear.    

- Matthew 14.22-26 

 

I have chosen to pause after this verse of the weekend 

Gospel so that we can relate to the fear of the disciples.   

During these turbulent times, we know what it is like to be 

in the midst of several storms.  As I write these words 

tornado warnings are in effect locally while we see the 

effects of Hurricane Isaias on the entire East Coast.  

Moments ago, I heard of the horrific blast in Beirut, 

Lebanon, and it rocks me to the core, especially as I think 

of friends from that area who must be so concerned for 

their loved ones.  It’s as if we are getting hammered by 

winds in every direction.   

Imagine that the disciples thought the end was near. The 

appearance of a ‘ghost’ may have been interpreted as a sign 

that their lives would be lost.  In their imagination, perhaps, 

the ghost was coming to take them with him.  It appeared 

hopeless but it was not. The image they saw was actually 

that of Jesus coming to them ‘during the fourth watch of 

the night’. 

In Jesus’ time, the Roman Empire had kept the ancient 

tradition of seeing days only in terms of daylight. If the sun 

rose at 6:00 am and set at 6:00 pm, sun dials would tell 

them that the ‘day’ lasted twelve hours.  That is why we 

interpret the ‘ninth hour’ described during the Stations of 

the Cross as being 3:00 pm. The night had a mystical 

quality all its own. The Romans however divided the night 

into watches where guards would take turns in four 

sections, approximately three hours a piece.  It’s interesting 

that Matthew would have used a military-type term but 

don’t forget the guards also made a community safe.  Jesus 

was about to bring them all back to safety.  He will be their 

salvation. 

The fourth watch was also the bridge to daylight. Jesus 

appears to the disciples and brings them out of the storm 

into the calming sea of tranquility.  Notice how the next 

verse, coming right after ‘they cried out of fear’ 

demonstrates the immediacy of Jesus’ grace in their 

situation, in our situation:  “At once Jesus spoke to them, 

‘Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.’”  (Matthew 14.27)  

The disciples were relieved but not confident; they did not 

respond, in turn, ‘at once’ and were still very much afraid.  

Peter, for one, used the moment to test Jesus as often we 

find ourselves doing.  No matter how present God is for us, 

it takes a while for us to perceive the storms of our life 

settling down and be able to see the dawn of a new day. 

Ultimately, Jesus Christ will bring us healing.  He will give 

us courage as we feel the divine presence and our fears will 

subside.  God will be our salvation.  You may have heard 

that more than once this week as we have faced the 

aftermath of Tropical Storm/Hurricane Isaias.  Isaias is the 

Latin derivative of the Hebrew name, Isaiah, the great 

prophet.  The biblical meaning of the name Isaias/Isaiah is 

“God is our salvation!”  That’s rather ironic during the 

active storm but rather poignant to remember after.  God 

bless you! 
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PARISH  INFORMATION 

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

FAITH  FORMATION 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST: 

To ensure a safe worship experience, we are welcoming up to 80 

worshipers to 9AM Sunday Mass this August, inviting 

worshipers by group in last name, alphabetical order. For all 

those who are not ready to return to church, we encourage you 

to continue worshiping with us online at stjameschatham.org. 

Fr. George reminds all that the obligation to attend Sunday 

Mass has been suspended, and we will continue to offer online 

masses for the entire CCNCC community for the foreseeable 

future. 

August 2020 Mass Schedule: 

Sunday, August  2nd — Cycle 1 worshipers’ last names A-D 

Sunday, August  9

th

 — Cycle 2 worshipers’ last names E-K 

Sunday, August  16

th

 — Cycle 3 worshipers’ last names L-P 

Sunday, August 23

rd

— Cycle 4 worshipers’ last names Q-Z 

Sunday, August  30th  — Cycle 1 worshipers’ last names A-D 

Please call our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or send an e-mail 

to sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if you would like to reserve a seat at 

an upcoming Mass for yourself, family member, and/or guest.  

We will also do our best to accommodate you and your family 

if you would like to   attend Mass off cycle. Kindly let us 

know in advance by email or phone. Please plan to arrive early, 

and be aware that wearing a mask is required. Our church will 

open at 8:30AM. Thank you for your patience and          

understanding. 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Address: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037 

Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Hours: 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. 

In Case of Emergency: Please call (518) 303-3636 

ST. JAMES STAFF: 

Parish Office Assistant: Beth Lenahan 

Phone: (518) 392-4991 

E-mail: sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Music Director: Justine Rodriguez 

Phone: (518) 986-9800 

E-mail: justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

ST. JAMES PASTORAL COUNCIL: 

Edgar Acevedo, Nancy Carrizales, Beth Lenahan, Maria Lull, 

Paula Ptaszek, Gabriella Sperry 

ONLINE GIVING 

Do you have an item for publication in our St. James bulletin?  

Please send it via e-mail to:  

stjameschathambulletin@gmail.com 

All items must be submitted by Tuesday at 2pm 

St. James offers the convenient option for online giving. This 

feature enables you to easily make donations, payments, and 

pledges to our parish — which is especially important now     

during this time of physical distancing. To access the St. James 

online-giving platform or to receive more information, please 

click the following link: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

For those worshipers who are attending our in-person 

liturgies and wish to bring their offertory contribution,  

collection baskets will be available as you exit. 

St. James Faith Formation 

Preschool– Grade 9: Sundays 10-11am 

Confirmation (Gr. 10): Sundays Time  TBD 

Administrator: Angelique Hebert  

Cell Phone: (518) 653– 6542   

Home Phone: (518) 758-1319  

Email: saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

Friday, August 14, 5:30 

Special Outdoor Vigil Mass 

for the  

Assumption of the  

Blessed Virgin Mary 

Fr. George welcomes worshipers from all of our parishes to a 

special, outdoor vigil Mass for the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary on Friday, August 14 at 5:30 PM at the St. John 

the Baptist Cemetery at 1025 Kinderhook St, Valatie, NY 12184 

(weather permitting). Please bring a loved one, lawn chair and 

join us if you can!  

MESSAGE FROM HAITI 

Pat Dieffenbach, chair of our Haiti committee, has the following 

update to share with us: “In Fr. Jean-Mary's last email he spoke 

of the lack of food in his community.  In addition to the $3,000 

we wired to him in June, we were able to send $1,000 to help 

him purchase food for the needy. This was possible through the 

continued support of people in our parish. Thank you so much 

for your help!” 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 

#7. Eighth Annual "Dining Out For Others" --- Additional 

volunteers are needed to enlist the participation of local 

restaurants and to solicit advertising space from other 

businesses for inclusion in the November, 2020 promotional 

brochure. This fundraiser benefits Catholic Charities' 

Emergency Assistance Fund in Columbia and Greene 

Counties. Cooperating restaurants and other businesses on 

both sides of the Hudson River support this endeavor. If 

you can help, please contact OutReach for more 

information.  

For more information about OutReach, please contact Denise Barry, 

St. James OutReach coordinator, at (518) 929-4369. 

PARISH  OUTREACH 

#1. On August 31 from 10am-12noon at the Columbia 

County Fairgrounds in Chatham a Free Food Distribution 

Event will be co-sponsored by Catholic Charities and the 

Regional Food Bank in Latham in collaboration with 

Catholic Charities' Mobile OutReach Vehicle Extension 

(MOVE) and the Chatham, Ghent, and Valatie food 

pantries. As at the previous event in May, the public is 

welcome with no income limits. In addition to non-

perishable foods and fresh fruits and vegetables, 

interagency directories will be given away so that 

individuals can be informed to meet future needs. Social 

distancing and wearing masks will be expected of walkers. 

Volunteers will place food directly into the trunks of 

vehicles as they arrive. Please note Catholic Charities' 

Emergency Assistance Fund is available to assist with lost 

income due to Covid 19. 

 

#2. Excess fruits and vegetables offered by the Berry Farm 

on Route 203 are picked up weekly by OutReach 

volunteers and delivered to local families. The recipients 

are very appreciative. 

 

#3. International Eyeglasses Campaign --- During the 

summer please set aside used prescription glasses, 

inexpensive reading (magnifying) glasses from the dollar 

store, and sunglasses for shipment by Lions' International 

to Haiti, homeland of our sister parish, St. Cecile. Your 

generosity will make a difference in the lives of individuals. 

Please call the OutReach number to arrange pick-up. 

 

#4. Our 23rd Annual Collection of School Supplies will be 

held during August. Let's take advantage of the Back-to-

School sales in the coming weeks and fill the receptacle in 

the Gathering Space with spiral notebooks, loose-leaf 

paper, crayons, pens, pencils, etc. for distribution by the 

Chatham and Ghent food pantries. The receptacle will be 

available all month. Chatham-area churches, the Chatham 

Synagogue, and our sister parishes in the Catholic 

Community of Northern Columbia County (CCNCC) are 

invited to participate. School Supply Weekend was our 

first major endeavor when OutReach was organized in 

1998. 

 

#5. Our Annual Collection of Non-Food Items (i.e., paper 

goods, laundry detergent and dryer sheets, healthcare 

products, and any-size diapers) will be conducted in 

September for distribution by the food pantries. 

 

#6. OutReach accepts donations of furniture and used 

clothing ( for men, women, and children) for those in need. 

On August 3 we participated in the clean-out of a house in 

Canaan. Items were made available to a family new to our 

community and to social work clients. 

 

Changes to the Bishop’s Appeal 

We want to let you know about a few changes to the annual 

campaign formerly known as the Bishop’s Appeal:  

• The campaign will now be known as the Diocesan Appeal 

and themed, ”For we walk by faith, not by sight.” (2 

Corinthians 5:7) 

• There will no longer be “in-pew” collection of pledges. 

• The 2020-2021 Diocesan Appeal will begin with a mailing 

sent to parishioners from the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Albany (RCDA) - Office of Stewardship and Development. 

You should expect to receive this  correspondence between 

now and early September; it will include a pledge card and 

envelope. 

• Pledges and payments will no longer be processed in parish 

office. 

• The appeal year runs through June 30, 2021 (rather  than   

ending in March as in the past.) 

• Monthly or one-time gifts by credit card can be made via our 

secure website at donate.thediocesanappeal.org. You can 

also make a pledge at the site as well as pledge payments. 

• For more information on the appeal, visit 

www.thediocesanappeal.org. 

• Questions– call the RCDA Office of Stewardship &           

Development at 518-453-6680 or email 

stewardship@rcda.org 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES CHATHAM, NY 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 

Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

19h Sunday in Ordinary Time– Readings 

DAILY MASS READINGS 

 

First Reading: “Go outside and stand on the mountain before 

the LORD; the LORD will be passing by.” (1 Kgs 11a) 

Psalm: Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your 

salvation. (Ps 85) 

Second Reading: For I could wish that I myself were accursed 

and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my 

kindred according to the flesh. (Rom 9:3) 

Gospel: Peter got out of the boat and began to walk on the water 

toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind was he 

became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 

save me!” (Mt 14:29-30) 

In his meditation of July 3, 2020, Fr. Richard Rohr writes 

that during World War II, Jesuit priest Walter Ciszek 

(1904–1984) was accused of being a “Vatican spy.” After 

spending five years in a Moscow prison, he was sentenced 

to fifteen years of hard labor in Siberian prison camps. He 

then goes on to quote     Ciszek's definition of faith: 

"For what can ultimately trouble the soul that accepts 

every  moment of every day as a gift from the hands of 

God and strives always to do God’s will? 'If God is for 

us, who can stand against us?' [Romans 8:31]. Nothing, 

not even death, can separate us from God. . . Is this too 

simple, or are we just afraid really to believe it, to 

accept it fully and in every detail of our lives, to yield 

ourselves up to it in total commitment? This is the 

ultimate question of faith, and each one of us must 

answer it for ourselves in the quiet of our heart and the 

depths of our soul. But to     answer it in the affirmative 

is to know a peace, to discover a meaning to life, that 

surpasses all understanding." 

In another meditation on July 2, 2020, Rohr quotes 

Wendell Berry, author and poet, as follows: 

". . . . [There are] pleasures that are free or without a 

permanent cost. . . . These are the pleasures that we 

take in our own lives, our own wakefulness in this 

world, and in the company of other people and other 

creatures—pleasures innate in the Creation and in our 

own good work. It is in these pleasures that we     

possess the likeness to God that is spoken of in Genesis. 

[God looked upon all that God had created and saw 

that it was very good (Genesis 1:31).] . . . 

"The passage suggests . . . that our truest and 

profoundest religious experience may be the simple, 

unmasking pleasure in the existence of other creatures 

that is possible to humans. It suggests that God’s 

pleasure in all things must be respected by us in our use 

of things. . . . It suggests too that we have an          

obligation to preserve God’s pleasure in all things. . . 

"Where is our comfort but in the free, uninvolved, 

finally mysterious beauty and grace of this world that 

we did not make, that has no price? Where is our sanity 

but there? Where is our pleasure but in working and 

resting kindly in the presence of this world?" 

The following are quotations from St. Augustine of Hippo: 

“Faith is to believe what you do not see; the reward of 

this faith is to see what you believe.” 

“My mind withdrew its thoughts from experience, 

extracting itself from the contradictory throng of 

sensuous images, that it might find out what that light 

was wherein it was bathed... And thus, with the flash of 

one hurried glance, it attained to the vision of That 

Which Is.” 

Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/Rom 

9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33   

Monday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/Jn 12:24-26 

Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 [103a]/

Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 

Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [4b]/Mt 

18:15-20 

Thursday: Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62 [cf. 7b]/Mt 

18:21—19:1 

Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [1c]/

Mt 19:3-12 

Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-

14 [8]1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28. Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 

10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

Next Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-15, 

29-32/Mt 15:21-28 



NINTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

AUGUST 9, 2020 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

John Brady, Lyle Daniels, Deacon Warren Dorsch, 

Ursula Gordon, Heather, John Kilcer, Barbara Laspada, 

Richard Leggitt, Anthony Roberts, Deacon Paul Roeme, Sr., 

Susan Schneider, Joseph Sikoskie, Dee Winkler, Lauren Wrigley                                   

and Jack and Emma Yurish 

Also, please keep these first responders in your prayers: 

Courtney Baksa, Katherine A. Behrens, Kristy Buchan, 

Tracy Crandall, Sarah Every, Laurajean Kaninenberg Jones, 

Shannon Kennedy, Julia Kilcer, Liane Koenig, Minerva Lord, 

Jessica McCoy, Maija Moore, Beth DeMatteo, Celia Muoser, 

Bill Murphy, Samson Shakarian, Laura Sundstrom, Joe Testa, 

Anita Wilhelm, Carl Winkler, and Karen Zwycewicz 

Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

St. James Prayer Requests 

Sunday, August  9th  Deceased members of the Knights 

   of  Columbus 

   Larry DuBois by Jeanne DuBois 

   and family 

Sunday, August 16th Rudi Perini by his wife, Joan 

   Paul Martin by Annette Fillion and 

   family 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Mickey Dennis, chair of the St. James Church Reopening     

Committee, shares the following announcements for our 

community:  

Safe worship reminders 

We are so glad to see more and more worshipers returning to 

Sunday Mass each week. We want to make our procedures as 

safe, welcoming, and reverent as possible. We give priority to 

those scheduled for the weekend’s Mass but will take waiting list 

reservations for others who want to join us “off cycle” by email at 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com or by calling (518) 392-4991. Also, 

please stay home and worship with us online if you are not 

feeling well, have been ordered to stay in quarantine because of 

travel, if you are awaiting test results, or have had exposure to 

anyone with COVID-19 within the last 14 days. Thanks for your 

understanding and cooperation! 

Reservation chapel now open to private worship 

Our reservation chapel is now open to private worship! All are 

invited to visit the chapel during our office hours, Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday from 9AM - 12PM. Please sign in when 

using the chapel and clean your prayer space after worship with 

cleaning materials we will leave in the chapel for your use. 

Parish registration forms/contact information 

Staying in touch is important to all of us! If you received a 

registration form in the mail from us in early July, please 

complete, sign, and return it to us so we have your most recent 

information. And if you didn’t receive a form, but would like to 

update us on any of your information, please email us 

at sjofficeassistant@gmail.com or call the office at 518-392-4991. 

Carpet campaign 

Our fundraising campaign for our new carpet ends this month. 

On August 30, we will announce our drawing for a prize basket 

including gifts and gift certificates supporting local businesses. If 

you would like to  purchase a square for $25 and get an entry to 

our raffle for each square purchased, you can mail your check to 

our office or drop it in the collection basket at the end of church. 

Thanks for your support! 

MESSAGE FROM  MICKEY 

August 15/16, 2020 

2020 Catholic Home Missions Appeal                                                

Strengthening the Church at Home 

Next week, we will take up the Catholic Home Missions 

Appeal. Right now, over 40% of dioceses in the United 

States are considered mission territory because they are 

unable to fund essential pastoral work in their 

communities. Your support of this appeal eases the struggle 

and assists in forming vibrant faith communities. Please 

prayerfully consider how you can support this appeal.  

SECOND COLLECTION 

Peter said to him in reply, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to 

you on the water." He said, "Come." Peter got out of the boat and began 

to walk on the water toward Jesus. But when he saw how strong the wind 

was he became frightened; and, beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, 

save me!" - Mt 14:28-30 
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25 Railroad Avenue
Chatham, New York

518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE

518.758.2919 • CELL: 378.2207
FAX: 518.758.1677

Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com

Second Generation
Serving All Faiths

Prearrangement
Counseling

For All Your Plumbing Needs

518.672.7068
www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
Just off the Taconic Parkway

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Doors • Electric Openers

Radio Controls • Sales & Service

Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
518-794-7373

www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM

facebook.com/ourdailybreadchatham

ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

J. HUNZIKER

PAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


