
Welcome, wherever you are on your life’s journey. 
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Rev. George P. Fleming, Pastor 

On behalf of us all, I begin this week by expressing my prayers 

and appreciation to all veterans and families as well as to all 

those who are in active service.  This past Wednesday, 

Veterans’ Day, we raised our prayers in thanks for all our 

American heroes who gave so much of themselves for our 

country.  We are truly blessed by their service and sacrifice.  

Some of the most compassionate, effective priests I have been 

blessed to know were men who had served as chaplains or 

actively in the service before ordination.  And although the 

pandemic has dramatically altered or even cancelled so many of 

our traditional parades, services and commemorations, we will 

never forget the legacy our veterans have left us and want all to 

know that we will never take for granted your courageous and 

unselfish commitment to our freedom. 

This is also my first blog written after Election Day.  Let us also 

express appreciation of all those who have devoted themselves 

to public and civil service for our communities.  It takes 

strength and perseverance to commit to the common good, 

especially during difficult times. We are all indebted to those 

who are in public service now, those who came forward in the 

elections, win or lose, and those who will serve us in the future.  

I also want to express gratitude for all those who worked to 

ensure a safe and secure voting process, and who served at the 

polls.  Amid a pandemic and a polarized nation, they not only 

worked hard but with courage and public spirit. 

Finally, I am so grateful to our staff, parish leaders, volunteers 

and lay ministers who have been doing so much for our 

communities amid all our many challenges.  This is 

Stewardship Weekend and I want to take a moment to thank 

some unsung heroes in my life without whom I would not be 

able to serve in our parishes.  These are the incredible people 

who work in our Diocese, who are invaluable counterparts to 

the many laypeople who work so hard serving our parishes.  

These diocesan staffers work tirelessly and faithfully for the 

good works of the Diocese, much of which is invisible to those 

of us who may be more focused on our family or parish lives.  

Like us, they have had to face the challenges of the coronavirus 

head-on and in fact were instrumental in helping us with 

guidelines and direction.  Thanks to them, we were able to 

benefit from their blueprints for safe and responsible public 

worship which are also compliant with rules and regulations 

promoted by different levels of governmental authorities. 

Whenever any of us are overwhelmed, we call the Diocese.  

From amazing human resources, to all areas of financial and 

legal advice, insurance coverage, stewardship, etc., the 

administration of our parishes rely on the administration of our 

diocese.  Most importantly, they assist us whenever we are 

looking for resources in faith formation as well as continuing 

education and certification.  I have been blessed to work more 

closely with seminarians and I realize how costly but also how 

priceless our Vocations Program is.  The same could be said for 

our Catholic Schools.  We rely heavily on the Diocese for 

exceptional marriage preparation and the enhancement of all 

our sacraments.  They have a long history and we are living off 

the legacy of generous donors and prayerful supporters.  

All the diocesan services just like the services of our parishes are 

being strained by the pandemic and yet women and men are 

answering God’s call.  I listed just a few examples of what the 

Church does in Jesus’ name but I also need to spotlight the 

extraordinary work of Catholic Charities.  People are hurting as 

never before and they are providing outreach and compassion 

on behalf of us all. 

This weekend, the parishes of the Diocese of Albany are 

promoting the Diocesan Appeal (formerly known as the 

Bishop’s Appeal) which supports the great works of the Diocese 

and is instrumental in assisting our parish and people in so 

many ways.  Please be generous.  There is no such thing as 

“us” and “them;” only “us” and God. 

It is easier than ever to donate online to the Diocesan Appeal.  I 

urge you to go to our website: diocesanappeal.org or donate 

online via secure website: donate.thediocesanappeal.org  

God bless you and your loved ones! 

Our St. James Parish Mission: 

Energized by the Eucharist and Scripture, we are a welcoming and affirming community that celebrates Christ Jesus in our midst. 

We value prayer, education, art, music, and the beauty of God’s creation in our quest for spiritual growth and social justice in the world. 

~Accepted at Liturgy, April 12

th

 and 13

th

, 2014 

Furthermore with Fr. George: 

The Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

November 15, 2020 



PARISH  INFORMATION 

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 

FAITH  FORMATION 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Celebration of the Eucharist: 

To ensure safe worship together, we are welcoming up to 80 

worshipers to 9AM Sunday Mass by last name, alphabetical 

order. For all those who are not ready to return to church, we 

encourage you to continue worshiping with us online at 

stjameschatham.org. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass 

has been suspended, and we will continue to offer online 

masses for the entire CCNCC community for the foreseeable 

future. Please check our website or Facebook page for more 

info and to register for Mass online. 

November 2020 Mass Schedule: 

Sunday, Nov. 15 — Cycle 4 worshipers’ last names Q-Z 

Sunday, Nov. 22 — Cycle 1 worshipers’ last names A-D 

Sunday, Nov. 29 — Cycle 2 worshipers’ last names E-K 

 

Please call our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or send an e-mail 

to sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if you would like to reserve a seat 

at an upcoming Mass for yourself, family member, and/or 

guest.  We will also do our best to accommodate you and 

your family if you would like to attend Mass off cycle. 

Kindly let us know in advance by email or phone. Please 

arrive early, and be aware that wearing a mask is required. 

Church doors will open at 8:30AM.  

We look forward to worshiping with you at St. James! 

CONFESSIONS 

Please call the office at 392-4991 or email our office at 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if you would like to schedule a 

confession with Fr. George. 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Address: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037 

Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Hours: 9 A.M. to 1 P.M.  

Phone: (518) 392-4991 

In Case of Emergency: Please call (518) 303-3636 

ST. JAMES STAFF: 

Parish Office Assistant: Beth Lenahan 

Phone: (518) 392-4991 

E-mail: sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Music Director: Justine Rodriguez 

Phone: (518) 986-9800 

E-mail: justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

ST. JAMES PASTORAL COUNCIL: 

Edgar Acevedo, Nancy Carrizales, Beth Lenahan, Maria Lull, 

Paula Ptaszek, Gabriella Sperry 

ST. JAMES CHURCH TRUSTEES: 

Mickey Dennis and Jack Yurish 

Do you have an item for publication in our St. James bulletin?  

Please send it via e-mail to: stofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Please submit items by Tuesday at 2pm 

ST. JAMES FAITH FORMATION 

We welcome families to continue enrolling in Faith 

Formation this fall as we launch new learning programs that 

are easily accessible online and through workbooks for 

home study.  

Preschool through Grade 5: Sundays 10-11am online and 

home workbooks 

Grades 6-9 and Confirmation: Monday night by Zoom and 

home study modules 

Administrator: Angelique Hebert  

Cell Phone: (518) 653– 6542   

Home Phone: (518) 758-1319  

Email: saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION FALL 2020 SCHEDULE: 

Kindergarten through Grade 5: Home study materials 

available. 

 

Grades 6 through 9:  Monday nights, hybrid program 

 11/16 Module 2 - eLearning Home Lesson 

 11/23 Module 2 Review - Zoom Session, 6:30pm 

 11/30 Module 3 - eLearning Home Lesson 

 12/7 Module 3 Review - Zoom Session, 6:30pm 

 12/14 Module 4 - eLearning Home Lesson 

 12/21 Module 4 Review - Zoom Session, 6:30pm 

 12/28 Christmas Break 

 

Confirmation - Grade 10: Monday nights 6:30 - 8pm via 

Zoom: 

 11/16 Zoom Session, 6:30 - 8pm 

 11/23 Zoom Session, 6:30 - 8pm 

 11/30 Zoom Session, 6:30 - 8pm 

 12/7  Zoom Session, 6:30 - 8pm 

 12/14 Zoom Session, 6:30 - 8pm 

 12/21 Zoom Session, 6:30 - 8pm 

 12/28 Christmas Break 

 

FAITH FORMATION CALENDAR EVENTS 

 

Sunday, November 29, 4pm: CCNCC Family Mass and 

distribution of Advent materials at St James Church. 

Attention all Lectors! 

The 2021 edition of Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers and 

Proclaimers of the Word are now available for pickup in the 

kitchenette.  If you are a reader, please pick up your copy 

before  Mass or during office hours, Monday, Wednesday, 

Friday from 9AM-1PM. 

MORNING BOOK CLUB DEC. 16 

The next morning book club will take place on Wednesday, 

December 16 at 10AM in the Gathering Space. The featured 

book is The Island of Sea Women by Lisa See. Please call Dee 

Winkler at (518) 392-2297 for more information. All are 

welcome, and please remember to bring your mask! 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 

 

PARISH  OUTREACH 

 

For more information about OutReach, please contact  

Denise Barry, St. James OutReach coordinator,  

at (518) 929-4369 

 

#1. This Wednesday’s restaurants participating in Catholic 

Charities "Dining Out For Others,” are Brandywine 

Restaurant in Windham, the Plaza Diner in Hudson, Red's 

of Coxsackie, the Swiss Hutte of Hillsdale, or the White 

Stone Cafe of Ghent.  Enjoy a delicious "dine in" or "take out" 

meal while supporting Catholic Charities of Columbia/Greene 

Counties’ Emergency Assistance Fund. On Wednesday, 

November 25 (Thanksgiving Eve), visit Jessie’s Harvest 

House Restaurant & Lodge of Tannersville, Local 111 of 

Philmont, O’s Hillsdale Diner of Hillsdale. 

 

#2. Do you know folks who are struggling to put food on the 

table? Has their income changed? They may be eligible for 

food benefits. For additional information, those interested 

should call the NOPE coordinator at Catholic Charities at 

(518) 828-8660 to inquire about eligibility for the SNAP 

program. 

 

#3. The Marion Stegmann Fund has served the needy in 

northern Columbia County since 1956. Families who reside in 

the Chatham, Ichabod Crane, and New Lebanon school 

districts are eligible to access this organization in order to 

receive toys, books for kids, etc. by submitting a form 

available from OutReach. The forms must be submitted by 

the Friday after Thanksgiving. Used books for children will be 

collected at the Kinderhook Elks Club by December 9 on 

weekdays after 4pm and on Saturdays and Sundays after 3pm. 

To donate hats and mittens for the gift bags call Marilyn 

Martin at (518) 392-9571. 

#4. Many thanks to those who contributed to the collection of 

items conducted earlier this month by Chatham American 

Legion Auxiliary Post 42 for deployed troops in time for 

Veterans' Day! 

 

#5. Many household items were donated this week, including a 

cane provided to the Ghent VFW for veterans. Donated items 

are shared with the Catholic Community of Northern 

Columbia County (CCNCC) via our distribution network. If 

you have furniture, household items, or clothes (in good 

condition for men, women, and children) to give away, 

please call the OutReach number at (518) 929-4369. 

 

#6. Due to the COVID pandemic, tags that were formally 

displayed on the Giving Tree are being handed out to our 

parishioners at the end of Mass. There will be no opportunity 

to sign for the tags. Using the "honor system" interested 

parishioners are asked to take a tag and return wrapped gifts 

within two weeks. School children from Chatham's MED 

building will have a brighter holiday thanks to your generosity. 

 

#7. Four families in our parish have volunteered to take part in 

our Adopt-A-Family program which is conducted every year 

during the Christmas season. If you would like to help a family 

(or only the children or any arrangement of your choice), 

please let us know. The extent of commitment is at the donor's 

discretion. Our goal is to match 25 families in December as 

part of this program. 

THIS WEEKEND 11/15: 

SECOND COLLECTION  

FOR HAITI   

 

Please remember our friends in our sister parish of Ste. 

Cécile in Haiti in our special envelope collection on 

November 15.  You can also donate to our Haiti fund at 

https://www.osvhub.com/st-james-chatham/funds/haiti-

fund 

 

Last month, Fr. Jean-Mary sent us this photo, with the 

following note:  

“Good evening my friends I have just 

finished with a small distribution of 

food and sanitary kits to the most 

disadvantaged thanks to a small sum 

that was left in what you sent me last 

month. I have just served more than 40 

old people who can no longer, I have 

about fifty kits left for those who are 

paralyzed who cannot come and collect 

their kits. It's all thanks to you, they 

lent my voice to thank you for your 

generosity and your attention to the 

community. “ 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT: 11/22 

 

Next week our 

special collection 

will support the 

Catholic 

Campaign for 

Human 

Development. 

Forty million 

people in the 

United States 

live in poverty.  

This collection 

supports 

programs that 

empower people 

to identify and address the obstacles they face as they work to 

bring permanent and positive change to their communities. 

Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. You can 

also give online by going to https://www.osvhub.com/st-

james-chatham/funds/campaign-for-human-development 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 

 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 

Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

In this final part of our series on Teilhard de Chardin, he 

addresses the question why he puts Christ and Christianity at 

the center and the culmination of evolution.  Again, these 

passages are from Ursula King’s Selected Writings of Pierre 

Teilhard de Chardin, Orbis Books, 1999. 

 

“The universe fulfilling itself in a 

synthesis of centers in perfect 

conformity with the laws of union. 

God, the Center of centers. In that 

final vision the Christian dogma 

culminates... 

 

“Christianity is in the first place 

real by virtue of the spontaneous 

amplitude of the movement it has 

managed to create in mankind.  It 

addresses itself to every human 

being.  And to every class of 

people... Whether we adhere to it 

or break off from it, we are surely 

obliged to admit that its stamp and 

its enduring influence are apparent 

in every corner of the earth today. 

 

“It is doubtless a quantitative value 

of life if measured by its radius of 

action; but it is still more a 

qualitative value which expresses 

itself... by the appearance of a 

specifically new state of consciousness.  I am thinking here 

of Christian love. 

 

“... That the infinite and the intangible can be lovable, or 

that the human heart can beat with genuine charity for a 

neighbor, seems impossible to many people I know...  But 

whether it be founded on an illusion or not, how can we 

doubt that such a sentiment exists, and even in great 

intensity?  We have only to note crudely the results it 

produces unceasingly all around us... 

 

“It is a phenomenon of capital importance for the science 

of the human being that, over an appreciable region of the 

earth, a zone of thought has appeared and grown in which 

a genuine universal love has not only been conceived and 

preached, but has also been shown to be psychologically 

possible and operative in practice.... 

 

“At two critical points human energy has already assumed 

the form in which we know it today: first the appearance 

of life, whence emerged the biosphere; then the emergence 

of thought which produced the noosphere. 

 

“Cannot a further and final metamorphosis have been in 

progress since the birth of love in Christianity: the coming 

in consciousness of an 'Omega' in the heart of the 

noosphere – the circles' motion toward their common 

center: the appearance of the 'Theosphere'?”  (pp. 162 – 164) 

 

[Teilhard in the postscript to King's 

book includes a prayer from which the 

following is excerpted]  “Through an 

effort... to learn the truth, to live the 

good, to create the beautiful; Through 

cutting away all inferior and evil 

energies; Through practicing that 

charity toward people which alone can 

gather up the multitude into a single 

soul... 

 

To promote, in however small a degree, 

the awakening of spirit in the world, is to 

offer to the incarnate Word an increase of 

reality and consistence: it is to allow his 

influence to increase in intensity around 

us. 

 

“And this means but one thing, Lord: 

that through the whole width and 

breadth of the real, through all that I 

undergo and all that I do, through all 

that I am bound by, through every 

enterprise, through my whole life's work, I can make my 

way to you, be one with you, and progress endlessly in 

that union. 

 

“With a fullness no human being has conceived you 

realized, through your incarnation, love's threefold dream: 

to be so enveloped in the object of love as to be absorbed in 

it, endlessly to intensify its presence, and, without ever 

knowing surfeit, to be lost in it. 

 

“I pray that Christ's influence, spiritually substantial, 

physically mortifying, may ever spread wider among all 

beings, and that then it may pour down and bring me life. 

 

“I pray that this brief and limited contact with the 

sacramental species [the Eucharist] may introduce me to a 

universal and eternal communion with Christ, with his 

omni-operant will and his boundless mystical body.”  (pp. 

172 – 173) 



THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

NOVEMBER 15, 2020 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

Tom Barber, Lorene Bowes, John Brady, Ellen Coleman,  

Dr. Valerie Curry, Lyle Daniels, Steven Donnellan,  

Debbie DuBois, Heather, Barbara Laspada, Richard Leggitt,  

Connie Mondel, Courtney Powell, Anthony Roberts,  

Deacon Paul Roemer, Sr., Joseph Sikoskie, Kyle Stickles,  

Kay Toll, Lauren Wrigley, and Jack and Emma Yurish 

 

Also, please pray for the recently deceased and the 

comfort of their families: 

John Colwill, John Dunne, Robert Gross, Philip Ilardo 

 

Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

ST. JAMES PRAYER REQUESTS 

Sunday, Nov. 15: Joan McCaffrey by Kathy & Nick Biggs  

 Paul Martin by Betty & John Sundstrom 

 Sol Sokolsky by Peg Wilhelm  

 

Sunday, Nov. 22: Cathy Arsenault by Peg Wilhelm  

 Elizabeth Blume by Jeanie Blume  

 Scott O'Brien by Diana Coughlin  

MASS INTENTIONS 

ONLINE GIVING 

St. James offers the convenient option for online giving. This 

feature enables you to easily make donations, payments, and 

pledges to our parish — which is especially important now     

during this time of physical distancing. To access the St. James 

online-giving platform or to receive more information, please 

click the following link: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

For those worshipers who are attending our in-person liturgies 

and wish to bring their offertory contribution, collection 

baskets will be available as you exit. 

Please note these changes to the campaign formerly known as 

the Bishop’s Appeal:  

�� The campaign will now be known as the Diocesan 

Appeal and themed, “For we walk by faith, not by 

sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

�� There will no longer be “in-pew” collection of pledges. 

�� The 2020-2021 Diocesan Appeal will begin with a mailing 

sent to parishioners from the Roman Catholic Diocese of 

Albany (RCDA) - Office of Stewardship and 

Development. You should expect to receive this  

correspondence this fall; it will include a pledge card and 

envelope. 

�� Pledges and payments will no longer be processed in 

parish office. 

�� The appeal year runs through June 30, 2021 (rather  than   

ending in March as in the past.) 

�� Monthly or one-time gifts by credit card can be made via 

our secure website at donate.thediocesanappeal.org. You 

can also make a pledge at the site as well as pledge 

payments. 

�� For more information on the appeal, visit 

www.thediocesanappeal.org. 

�� Questions? Call the RCDA Office of Stewardship & 

Development at 518-453-6680, email 

stewardship@rcda.org 

THE 2021 DIOCESAN APPEAL 

WEDNESDAY ROSARY PRAYER GROUP 

Please join us to pray the Rosary together every Wednesday at 

4PM in the Gathering Space at St. James Church.  All are 

welcome! 

BAPTISMS AT ST. JAMES 

 

We have joyfully celebrated several baptisms since St. James 

reopened to public worship in July. God bless these beautiful, 

newest members of the St. James faith family! Please keep 

them and their families in your prayers, and contact our office 

(518) 392-4991 if you know of a friend or family member who 

would like to plan a baptism at our beloved St. James Church. 

 

November:  Parents:          

Karina Anne Orecki Kayla & Michael Orecki  

 

October: 

Emma Marie Goold Katherine & Randy Goold 

 

September: 

Edmund Arthur Blasl Dawn & Michael Blasl 

 

August: 

Everett Earl Winter Carrie Ann & Tanner Winter 

Oliver Yale Falzarano Joanna & Sean Falzarano 

“After a long time the master of those servants came back and settled accounts with 

them. The one who had received five talents came forward bringing the additional 

five. He said, ‘Master, you gave me five talents. See, I have made five more.’”   

Mt 20:19-20 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. James Community, Chatham  03-0416

25 Railroad Avenue
Chatham, New York

518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE

518.758.2919 • CELL: 378.2207
FAX: 518.758.1677

Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com

Second Generation
Serving All Faiths

Prearrangement
Counseling

For All Your Plumbing Needs

518.672.7068
www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
Just off the Taconic Parkway

Residential • Commercial • Industrial
Doors • Electric Openers

Radio Controls • Sales & Service

Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
518-794-7373

www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM

facebook.com/ourdailybreadchatham

ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

J. HUNZIKER

PAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


