
Welcome, wherever you are on your life’s journey. 

 

117 HUDSON AVE., CHATHAM, NY, 12037 

PARISH OFFICE: (518) 392-4991 

Stjameschatham.org 

Part of the Catholic Community  

of Northern Columbia County (CCNCC) 

 

Rev. George P. Fleming, Pastor 

Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem!  

Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.” 

 - Isaiah 60.1 

 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” is often misunderstood in our 

society as its origins have always been that sacred time between 

Christmas itself and the 

Celebration of 

Epiphany on January 

6th when we celebrate 

the visit of the Magi to 

the Holy Family.  Its 

significant has always 

celebrated the fact that 

the revelation is that 

Jesus will be the Light 

to All Nations and His 

Mission will reach the 

world.  All peoples 

who have lived in 

darkness will now see a 

great light that will 

transform their lives. 

In the darkest times of 

2020, we have been a people of hope, peace, joy and love.  You 

have been a light to the entire community and I cannot thank 

you enough for all that has been done on behalf of our parishes. 

Christ’s light truly was strong among us. I am grateful to the 

volunteers, parish leaders, lay ministers, priest partners, and 

staff for their hard work, prayerful support and continuing 

dedication on behalf of us all. Special thanks this year goes to 

all those who worked so tirelessly and carefully to reopen our 

churches and keep us safe.   

On behalf of all of us, I would like to thank all those who put 

themselves on the front line, were among the first responders, 

and those who sacrificed for our health and wellbeing this year.  

Many of you were serving others even on days where the rest of 

the world were enjoying time with family and friends, most 

likely by phone or online.  For those who had a particularly 

lonely Christmas season, please know that you are cared for and 

not alone. 

Last year over a 

thousand people came 

to one of the liturgies 

offered.  In terms of 

numbers, this year will 

pale in comparison.  In 

terms of love and 

support, however, our 

numbers have never 

been stronger.  I am sure 

many will be joining us 

online and we will 

continue to keep each 

other in prayer. 

Please know how 

grateful I am to be your 

pastor and a priest of the 

Diocese of Albany.  I have 

been challenged this year like all of us, but I sense I have grown 

in my ministry thanks to so many of us coming together to serve 

in different ways.  I don’t miss the “numbers,” I miss the 

individuals and families who warm my heart whenever we see 

each other.  As we continue to pray for the good effects of the 

vaccines, let us continue to safely distance while at the same 

time stay close to one another. 

     God bless you and Happy New Year! 

Our St. James Parish Mission: 

Energized by the Eucharist and Scripture, we are a welcoming and affirming community that celebrates Christ Jesus in our midst. 

We value prayer, education, art, music, and the beauty of God’s creation in our quest for spiritual growth and social justice in the world. 

~Accepted at Liturgy, April 12

th

 and 13

th

, 2014 

Furthermore with Fr. George: 

Solemnity of the Epiphany of Our Lord 

January 3, 2021 

The Adoration of the Three Kings  (1616) by Pieter Brueghel the Younger 1564–1638 



PARISH  INFORMATION 

THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 

FAITH  FORMATION 

SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE 

Celebration of the Eucharist: 

To ensure safe worship together, we are welcoming up to 80 

worshipers to 9AM Sunday Mass by last name, alphabetical 

order. You may also worship with us online at 

stjameschatham.org. The obligation to attend Sunday Mass 

has been suspended, and we will continue to offer online 

masses for the tri-parish community for the foreseeable future. 

Please check our website or Facebook page for more info and 

to register for Mass online. 

January 2021 Mass Schedule: 

Sunday, Jan. 3 — Cycle 3 worshipers’ last names L-P 

Sunday, Jan. 10 — Cycle 4 worshipers’ last names Q– Z 

Sunday, Jan. 17 — Cycle 1 worshipers’ last names A-D 

Sunday, Jan. 24 — Cycle 2 worshipers’ last names E-K 

Sunday, Jan. 31 — Cycle 3 worshipers’ last names L-P 

 

Please call our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or send an e-mail 

to sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if you would like to reserve a seat 

at an upcoming Mass for yourself, family member, and/or 

guest.  We will also do our best to accommodate you and 

your family if you would like to attend Mass off cycle. 

Kindly let us know in advance by email or phone. Please 

arrive early, and be aware that wearing a mask is required. 

Church doors will open Sundays at 8:30AM.  

CONFESSIONS 

Please call the office at 392-4991 or email our office at 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if you would like to schedule a 

confession with Fr. George. 

 

PARISH OFFICE: 

Address: 117 Hudson Ave., Chatham, NY, 12037 

Open: Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 

Hours: 9 A.M. to 1 P.M.  

Phone: (518) 392-4991 

In Case of Emergency: Please call (518) 303-3636 

ST. JAMES STAFF: 

Parish Office Assistant: Beth Lenahan 

Phone: (518) 392-4991 

E-mail: sjofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Music Director: Justine Rodriguez 

Phone: (518) 986-9800 

E-mail: justinejrodriguez@gmail.com 

ST. JAMES PASTORAL COUNCIL: 

Edgar Acevedo, Nancy Carrizales, Beth Lenahan,  

Maria Lull, Paula Ptaszek, Gabriella Sperry 

ST. JAMES CHURCH TRUSTEES:   

Mickey Dennis and Jack Yurish 

ST. JAMES FAITH FORMATION 

We welcome families to continue enrolling in Faith 

Formation this winter as we launch new learning programs 

that are easily accessible online and through workbooks for 

home study.  

Preschool through Grade 5: Sundays 10-11am online and 

home workbooks. 

Grades 6-9 and Confirmation: Monday night by Zoom and 

home study modules. 

Administrator: Angelique Hebert  

Cell Phone: (518) 653– 6542   

Home Phone: (518) 758-1319  

Email: saintjamesfaithformation@gmail.com 

 

FAITH FORMATION WINTER 2021 SCHEDULE: 

Kindergarten through Grade 5: Home study materials 

available. 

 

Grades 6 through 9:  Monday nights, hybrid program 

 1/4   Module 5—home study 

 1/11  Zoom Module 5 review 

 1/18 Module 6—home study 

 1/25 Zoom Module 6 review 

 

Confirmation - Grade 10: Monday nights 6:30 - 8pm via 

Zoom. Winter/Spring schedule to be announced. 

BAPTISMS AT ST. JAMES 

 

We joyfully celebrated several baptisms at St. James in recent 

weeks. God bless these beautiful, newest members of the St. 

James faith family! Please keep them and their families in 

your prayers, and contact our office (518) 392-4991 if you 

know of a friend or family member who would like to plan a 

baptism at our beloved St. James Church. 

 

November:  Parents:          

Karina Anne Orecki Kayla & Michael Orecki  

Lane Ralph Hoffert Brittany & Jerome Hoffert 

 

December: 

Ava Grace Broderick Amber & Ryan Broderick 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 

 

PARISH  OUTREACH 

 

For more information about OutReach, please contact  

Denise Barry, St. James OutReach coordinator,  

at (518) 929-4369 

 

#1. To our parish community from St. James OutReach 

volunteers: We hope that your new year is peaceful and 

bright and filled with the love of that very first night. 

 

#2. The Annual Bedding Project will be underway in 

the Catholic Community of Northern Columbia County 

(CCNCC). Please consider donating gently-used comforters, 

blankets, linens, and towels to share a sense of warmth and 

well-being with others.  These items will be distributed to 

families in our parishes as well as through the food pantries 

and Catholic Charities W.I.C. program. 

  

#3. When contributing to the Chatham and Ghent food 

pantries, please bear in mind that laundry detergent (with 

dryer sheets) and paper products are needed throughout the 

year along with kind offerings of edible items. The need is so 

great that special appeals are made by OutReach to the parish 

community of St. James on set-aside weekends in May and 

September.  We have been told that detergents and paper 

products "fly off the shelves.” 

 

#4. The results of the Holiday Food Drive during Advent will 

be reported when tabulated. During Advent four members of 

one family pooled money in lieu of exchanging gifts this year 

and donated checks totaling $400 to the Food Drive. The 

annual drives are conducted prior to Christmas and Easter to 

benefit the Chatham and Ghent food pantries. 

 

#5. Programs sponsored by OutReach over the 2020 holiday 

season included six referrals to the Marion Stegmann Fund, 

seventy-five gift requests from Chatham's Elementary school 

(formally handled via the Giving Tree), and ten families 

comprised of forty-six members in the Adopt-A-Family 

program.  In total 127 individuals benefited from the 

generosity of our parishioners at Christmas.  Appreciation is 

extended to the donors, volunteer shoppers, and those who 

delivered the wrapped gifts to recipients. $3,275 was donated to 

our church toward the conduct of holiday OutReach 

endeavors. 

 

#6. This week wooden bunk beds, twin-size with twin 

mattresses, are still available through our Furniture Exchange 

Program. Please call the Outreach number, (518) 929-4369, if 

interested.  In the past bunk beds were very difficult to find 

when needed.  If you have furniture (or clothing) to give 

away, please let us know.  All transactions are confidential 

and at no cost. 

 

#7. The Columbia County Library Association, consisting of 

the eleven libraries in the county, presents Virtual Readers' 

Theater monthly featuring various tales that are read and 

performed over Zoom for all ages.  Join the library for an hour 

of fun enjoying reenacted tales from the comfort of 

home.  Readers of all ages are encouraged to participate.  If 

interested sign up using this link: https://

forms.gle/2DU6zrzmtv94HjGc9 

 

LETTER FROM HAITI 

Our Haiti Committee received the following Christmas 

greeting from Fr. Jumena Charles, the new pastor of our sister 

parish, Ste. Cécile: 

 

Dear Father Pastor of Saint James Parish, 

Dear vicar fathers, 

Dear deacons, 

Dear faithful, 

Dear benefactors, 

Dear Patricia, 

 

In this time of Advent when we are preparing to celebrate the feast of 

Christmas, I am very happy to greet you in Christ Jesus! 

 

It is with joy that I announce this good news to you. I am Father 

Jumena Charles, new parish priest of Sainte Cécile parish in La 

Victoire. I succeed father Borgella Jean-Mary in the parish. 

I am very happy to contact you. I would like to thank you for all that 

you are for the La Victoire community and for your support in the 

parish, particularly at school. Your generosity is very grateful. 

 

Already, I am counting on you for a real collaboration in the parish. 

May our Patron Saint Cecilia always assist you and may God 

shower you with his blessing! 

 

                            Father Jumena Charles 

FOLLOWING POPE FRANCIS 

ON TWITTER 



THE PARISH COMMUNITY OF ST. JAMES 

CHATHAM, NY 

 

PLANTING  SEEDS FOR FAITH ENRICHMENT 

Edited by Nick Biggs in conjunction with the Center for Faith Enrichment 

 

“There is nowhere God is not.” ~Joe Mondel 

In a series of meditations, “Giving Birth to Christ, December 

6 – 8, 2020, Fr. Richard Rohr writes: 

 

“We Franciscans believe that the first 

coming of 'the Christ' is in creation 

itself... Creation could not have been 

empty of Christ for billions of years. In 

other words, God’s 'first idea' and 

priority was to make the Godself both 

visible and shareable... The whole of 

creation is the beloved community, the 

partner in the divine dance. Everything 

is the 'child of God'—not only Jesus... 

All creation must in some way carry 

the divine DNA of the Creator. 

 

“Whenever the material and the spiritual 

coincide, there is the Christ. Jesus fully 

accepted that human-divine identity 

and walked it into history. Henceforth, 

the Christ 'comes again' whenever we 

are able to see the spiritual and the 

material coexisting, in any moment, in 

any event, and in any person. All 

matter reveals Spirit, and Spirit needs 

matter to 'show itself”!... This is how 

God continually breaks into history. 

“The Greek word for 'fullness' in this gospel passage is 

pleroma, which Paul also uses in his writings to describe a 

historical unfolding (see Ephesians 1:23, 3:19; Colossians 2:9–

10). It is an early hint of what we now call evolutionary 

development, the idea that history, humanity and, yes, even 

God are somehow growing and coming to a divine fullness. 

What hope and meaning this gives to all life! 

“Creation did not happen at once by a flick of the divine 

hand, and it is not slowly winding down toward Armageddon 

or tragic Apocalypse. Creation is in fact a life-generating 

process that’s still happening and winding up! We now know 

the universe is still expanding—and at an ever-faster rate, 

which means that we are a part of creating God’s future. 

“As Sister Ilia Delio says so well, 'We can read the history of 

our 13.7-billion-year-old universe as the rising up of Divine 

Love incarnate, which bursts forth in the person of Jesus, who 

reveals love’s urge toward wholeness through reconciliation, 

mercy, peace, and forgiveness. Jesus is the love of God 

incarnate, the wholemaker who shows the way of evolution 

toward unity in love. In Jesus, God breaks through and points 

us in a new direction; not one of chance or blindness but one 

of ever-deepening wholeness in love. In Jesus, God comes to 

us from the future to be our future. Those who follow Jesus 

are to become wholemakers, uniting what is scattered, 

creating a deeper unity in love. Christian life is a commitment 

to love, to give birth to God in one’s own life and to become 

midwives of divinity in this evolving cosmos. We are to be 

wholemakers of love in a world of change.'  Ilia Delio, “Love 

at the Heart of the Universe,” “The Perennial Tradition,” 

Oneing, vol. 1, no. 1 

“Instead of believing that Jesus came to 

fulfill us separately, how about trusting 

that we are here to fulfill Christ? We 

take our small but wonderful part in 

what Thomas Merton calls 'The 

General Dance.' We are a part of this 

movement of an ever-growing 

Universal Christ that is coming to be in 

this 'one great act of giving 

birth' (Romans 8:22). 

“As Benedictine oblate, author, and poet 

Kathleen Norris shares, Mary’s “virginity” 

has less to do with biology than with her 

stance towards God and life itself...  

Thomas Merton, in Conjectures of a 

Guilty Bystander, describes the true 

identity that he seeks in contemplative 

prayer as a 'point vierge' [virgin point] 

at the center of his being, 'a point 

untouched [by sin and] by illusion, a 

point of pure truth . . . which belongs 

entirely to God...' Thomas Merton, 

Conjectures of a Guilty Bystander (Image Books: 1968), 158. 

“It is only when we stop idolizing the illusion of our control 

over the events of life and recognize our poverty that we 

become virgin in the sense that Merton means. … We all need 

to be told that God loves us, and the mystery of the 

Annunciation reveals an aspect of that love. But it also 

suggests that our response to this love is critical. A few verses 

before the angel appears to Mary in the first chapter of Luke’s 

Gospel, another annunciation occurs; an angel announces to 

an old man, Zechariah, that his equally aged wife is to bear a 

son who will “make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

The couple are to name him John; he is known to us as John 

the Baptist [Luke 1:11–18]. Zechariah says to the angel, 'How 

will I know that this is so?' which is a radically different 

response from the one Mary makes. She says, 'How can this 

be?' 

“I interpret this to mean that while Zechariah is seeking 

knowledge and information, Mary contents herself with 

wisdom... Like any of the prophets, she asserts herself before 

God, saying, 'Here am I.'... Mary proceeds—as we must do in 

life—making her commitment without knowing much about 

what it will entail or where it will lead. I treasure the story 

because it forces me to ask: When the mystery of God’s love 

breaks through into my consciousness, do I run from it? . . . 

Or am I virgin enough to respond from my deepest, truest self, 

and say something new, a 'yes' that will change me forever?”  

Kathleen Norris, Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith 

(Riverhead Books: 1999), 74, 75, 76–77. 



THE SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 

JANUARY 3, 2021 

Please keep these individuals in your prayers: 

Tom Barber, Lorene Bowes, John Brady, Ellen Coleman,  

Dr. Valerie Curry, Lyle Daniels, Debbie DuBois, Peggy Hassett, 

Heather, Barbara Laspada, Richard Leggitt, Courtney Powell, 

Gerry Rehagen, Anthony Roberts, Deacon Paul Roemer,  

Sr., Joseph Sikoskie, Kyle Stickles, Lauren Wrigley,  

and Jack and Emma Yurish 

 

Also, please pray for the recently deceased and the 

consolation of their families: 

Br. Ed Boyer, John Colwill, John Dunne, Robert Gross, Philip Ilardo 

 

And please keep these first responders in your prayers: 

Courtney Baksa, Katherine A. Behrens, Kristy Buchan, 

Tracy Crandall, Beth DeMatteo, Sarah Every,  

Laurajean Kaninenberg Jones, Shannon Kennedy,  

Julia Kilcer, Liane Koenig, Minerva Lord, Jessica McCoy,  

Maija Moore, Celia Muoser, Bill Murphy,  

Samson Shakarian, Laura Sundstrom, Joe Testa,  

Anita Wilhelm, Carl Winkler, and Karen Zwycewicz 

 

Please contact our parish office at (518) 392-4991 or by e-mail at 

sjofficeassistant@gmail.com if names need to be added or deleted. 

ST. JAMES PRAYER REQUESTS 

Do you have an item for publication in our St. James bulletin?  

Please send it via e-mail to: stofficeassistant@gmail.com 

Please submit items by Tuesday at 2pm 

Sunday, Jan. 3: Michael Patrick Bowler by Carol & Jack 

Corrigan   

 John Dunne by Emma & Jack Yurish  

 Mary Ann O'Gara by Pat Dieffenbach  

 

Sunday, Jan. 10: Carol Bracken Lynch by Carol & Jack 

Corrigan  

 John Dunne by Mary & John Kilcer  

 Philip Ilardo by Mary & John Kilcer 

Deceased members of the Knights of 

Columbus  

MASS INTENTIONS 

ONLINE GIVING 

St. James offers the convenient option for online giving. This 

feature enables you to easily make donations, payments, and 

pledges to our parish — which is especially important now     

during this time of physical distancing. To access the St. James 

online-giving platform or to receive more information, please 

click the following link: 

www.stjameschatham.org/online-giving 

For those worshipers who are attending our in-person liturgies 

and wish to bring their offertory contribution, collection 

baskets will be available as you exit. 

INTERESTED IN JOINING OUR PARISH? 

Are you interested in making St. James your spiritual home? 

Or just want to learn more about our community? Fill out 

the form below and drop it in the collection basket or email 

us at sjofficeassistant@gmail.com. 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Name 

___________________________________________________ 

Email 

___________________________________________________ 

Phone 

___________________________________________________ 

Address 

___________________________________________________ 

City   State   Zip 

 

I’m interested in the following ministries/activities: 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

Please note these changes to the campaign formerly known as 

the Bishop’s Appeal:  

�� The campaign will now be known as the Diocesan 

Appeal and themed, “For we walk by faith, not by 

sight.” (2 Corinthians 5:7) 

�� There will no longer be “in-pew” collection of pledges. 

�� The 2020-2021 Diocesan Appeal will begin with a 

mailing sent to parishioners from the Roman Catholic 

Diocese of Albany (RCDA) - Office of Stewardship and 

Development. You should expect to receive this  

correspondence this fall; it will include a pledge card and 

envelope. 

�� Pledges and payments will no longer be processed in 

parish office. 

�� The appeal year runs through June 30, 2021 (rather  than   

ending in March as in the past.) 

�� Monthly or one-time gifts by credit card can be made via 

our secure website at donate.thediocesanappeal.org. You 

can also make a pledge at the site as well as pledge 

payments. 

�� For more information on the appeal, visit 

www.thediocesanappeal.org. 

�� Questions? Call the RCDA Office of Stewardship & 

Development at 518-453-6680, email 

stewardship@rcda.org 

THE 2021 DIOCESAN APPEAL 



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. James Community, Chatham  03-0416

25 Railroad Avenue
Chatham, New York

518-392-2811
Parishioners of St. James

REPRESENTING FIRMS CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1864

Dignified professional service
in a beautiful facility

at a time when no less will do
Michael R. Blasl: Director

We’re here to insure your world
6 Church Street • Chatham • 518-392-9311

www.knellerins.com

3067 Route 9 • Valatie, NY 12184
Brand new with Cathedral Ceiling

giving You extra SpaCe at not extra Charge

ONE MONTH FREE 
WITH ONE YEAR LEASE

518.758.2919 • CELL: 378.2207
FAX: 518.758.1677

Old KinderhOOK
Self StOrage, inc.

392-0247
edknight@fairpoint.net

822-1347 Shop
Cantele MeMorials, llC

Monument • Markers
Cemetery Lettering • Bronze Plaques

37 Bender Blvd, Ghent, NY 12075
www.cantelememorials.com

   Established 1949
   SHOP LOCALLY & SAVE

Kathleen & Frank Rohlfs
2117 Route 203  

518.392.6414
ChathamFlowersandGifts.com

Van alstyne Bros.
Interior & Exterior Painting

Paperhanging

“A reputation for Fine 
Workmanship since 1932”

392-9486

WENK FUNERAL HOME
21 PAYN AVENUE • CHATHAM, NY • 392-2909

PEACEFUL LOCATION • www.wenkfuneralhome.com

Second Generation
Serving All Faiths

Prearrangement
Counseling

For All Your Plumbing Needs

518.672.7068
www.dellsplumbing.com

Route 217 Philmont/Harlemville
Just off the Taconic Parkway

Residential • Commercial • IndustrialResidential • Commercial • Industrial
Doors • Electric OpenersDoors • Electric Openers

Radio Controls • Sales & ServiceRadio Controls • Sales & Service

Guy A. Madsen
(518) 392-3883

www.madsenoverheaddoors.com
673 Route 203 • Spencertown

Open 7 Days a Week: 11:30am - 10:00pm
Serving Lunch & Dinner

Specializing in
Wedding Banquets up to 250 People

Village Square, Old Chatham, NY 12136
518-794-7373

www.jacksonsoldchathamhouse.com
518 392 2233 WED-SUN 8-5PM

facebook.com/ourdailybreadchatham

ACROSS FROM ST. 
JAMES

BREAKFAST 
& LUNCH AWAIT...

Baker’s 
Autobody Inc.
Care & Craftsmanship in All our Work

COMPLETE COLLISION SERVICE 
SINCE 1990

WE WORK WITH ALL 
INSURANCE COMPANIES
518-392-5499

2096 Route 203, Chatham NY 12037
bakersautobodyincny@gmail.com

Great Food & Cocktails
All You Can Eat Lunch & Dinner Buffet
Full Menu Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Banquet Facilities & Catering 
518-392-7171 • Route 66, Ghent  

www.whitestonecafe.com

Contact Judy McNee to place an ad today! 
jmcnee@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6451 

J. HUNZIKER

PAVINGPAVING
Full Service Asphalt

518.858.7917
residential - commercial
parking lots - driveways

private roads

www.jhunzikerpavingllc.com

Justin Kipp  518-701-5519 
kippcarting@gmail.com

One call does it all!
NOW IS THE TIME 

TO GET A NEW 
AIR CONDITIONING UNIT 

OR GET YOUR 
OLD ONE READY 

FOR THE SEASON!


