







CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
122 Vliet Boulevard, Cohoes, New York 12047-1842
Phone: 518–237-2373 Fax: 518-238-9427

Reverend Brian K. Slezak, Pastor
Email: htpparishoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.holytrinitycohoes.org

December 16, 2018


TIME FOR PRAYER
Saturday - 4:00 PM
Sunday - 8:00 and 10:30 AM
Daily Mass:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday - 9:00 AM;
Tuesday - 5:30 PM

Adoration:
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday - 7:45 to 8:45 AM;
Tuesday - 4:15 PM to 5:15 PM

Confessions:
Tuesday—4:15 to 5:15 PM and
6:00 to 6:15 PM
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM

Rosary:
Saturday 3:30-3:50 PM
Anointing Of The Sick: Please
call 518-237-2373.
Baptism: See Father after Mass.
Marriage: Couples are asked to
contact the office at least six
months before the proposed
marriage date.
New Parishioners: If you are
new to the parish, welcome!
Please become part of our Parish
Family by registering as soon as
possible.
Sacrament Of Holy Orders:
Pray for Vocations.

H T   P  

C
In case you have not already heard, a reckless driver vandalized the lawn
behind the parish center on Friday, November 30th shortly after dark. By
Monday afternoon I was notified by the Cohoes Police Department that the
vandal was apprehended, and I was asked if I wished to press charges. I
informed the detective that I would like a day to think about it. He told me that
if we chose to press charges, I would have to sign an affidavit stating that the
perpetrator did not have permission to be on the property. Secondly, I would
need to provide a detailed estimate of damage done to the property and what
it will cost to repair it. The parish’s insurance carrier had already informed us
that the damages would not be covered, so any restitution would have to
come through the courts. I thanked the detective for his help.
Over the next day, many questions came to mind such as: What is best for
our parish, what kind of lesson do we want to teach the perpetrator, what is
just punishment, and what is the appropriate Christian response? After much
reflection, I felt it was best not to press charges or seek financial compensation. Here’s why:

As Christians, we believe that God created everyone with human dignity. He has set rules in place and gives us a conscience
to live in harmony with one another. How well we follow these commandments will determine what kind of judgment we receive. He is judge and will come to judge us according to our actions, what we did in the body, whether good or evil. This is
more or less true in civil society as well. As you know, the Judeo-Christian values are the building blocks of a moral and just
society. Even to this post-Christian world, fair minded people understand that harmony is predicated on mutual respect for the
person and the laws of the land. The primary role of the state is to ensure that the rights of its citizens are protected through
laws and the enforcement of them. When these laws are broken, society is damaged and the law must inflict proper punishment and justice.
So why, did I decide not to press charges? Although we believe God is just, and will come to judge us at the end of our lives,
the judgment we receive on earth is always tempered with mercy. Time after time in the Old Testament, the Father is willing to
show mercy over judgment. We see this in and throughout the New Testament, too and in the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and in the Message of Divine Mercy. God’s justice does not punish for the sake of inflicting a sentence on us. He punishes for
conversion. The Father wants to restore a relationship with His sons and daughters. Like in the parable of the prodigal Son,
He welcomes us back into a relationship with Him. Having said this, I have no doubt that the City of Cohoes will give the perpetrator the punishment he deserves. It is their role to determine what punishment is fitting. However, I do not feel we as the
Church are in the business of punishing. We are here to offer reconciliation. Even if we pressed charges with the hope of repentance, we cannot guarantee it; no matter how much we ask for monetarily, we cannot force him to voluntarily repent and
be restored to friendship with the community.
My hope is that by not pressing charges, the perpetrator will see that we are not out for retribution, but reconciliation; that our
act of mercy may demonstrate that punitive actions only go so far, but that there is another path to healing. Yes, we are all
subject to the law of the land, but the law of God’s mercy, which allows room for restoration is accessible should we knock on
the door. Jesus told St. Faustina, “before I come as a just Judge, I first open wide the door of My mercy. He who refuses to
pass through the door of My mercy must pass through the door of My justice ... “ (Diary, 1146). My hope is that the perpetrator will feel welcome to reconcile with us, through some form of penitential act, such as assisting us with filling in the ruts,
planting seed or laying sod or even by receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Though we will not be compensated financially, through simple acts of Penance and our forgiveness maybe he could be restored to membership of our community.
In God’s Mercy,
Fr. Slezak
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FOOD PANTRY… We need the following items to stock our shelves: Canned Vegetables, Stew, Chicken, Hash, Tuna
Fish, Paper Towels, Bath Soap, Toothpaste, Dish Liquid, Laundry Detergent and Shampoo.

STEWARDSHIP
Due to early submission date for printing, collection
totals will be posted next week.

Collection counters for December 17, 2018:
J. Clement, C. Desnoyers, P. Duchesne, E. Hoffman

NATIVITY PAGEANT


Children and youth of the parish, ages 4 to 12, are invited to
participate in the annual Nativity Pageant. The Pageant will
be presented on Sunday, January 6, 2019 before the beginning of the Mass at 10:30 on the Feast of the Epiphany. This is also the date of the monthly Family Mass.
Roles include: The Blessed Mother, Saint Joseph, Caesar,
The Angel Gabriel, Shepherds, Angels and the Three Kings.
There is no limit to the number of children who can take a
part in this activity.
Rehearsals for the Pageant will be held in the parish center
on Thursday, December 27 at 10 AM and on Thursday,
January 3 at 3:15 PM.
Please contact Marge Stockwell if your child would like to
participate in this activity, or if you would like to donate costumes or props for this event.

FAITH FORMATION PROGRAM ACTIVITY
GRADES K-6
Participants were joined by many of their parents for an
Advent Assembly on December 2 , the first Sunday of Advent. Brief talks were given by Father Brian and Mrs. Stockwell on the history, the purpose and the beauty of the season, and how intentionally observing the season can lead
to a more meaningful celebration of Christmas. Students in
the 5th and 6th grades gave a brief reading on the symbolism of the Advent wreath, followed by a blessing and prayer
over the Advent wreath led by Father Brian. The assembly
also included a number of hands-on activities such as making Advent wreaths for use at home, making Advent calendars, playing a game of Advent Bingo, and several other
simple Advent themed activities. We are pleased that so
many parents joined us for this special gathering!
GRADES 7-10
Participants made a visit to residents in three of the cottages at the Eddy Village Green in late November. The time
was spent mostly in friendly conversation with residents,
but also included singing at one of the cottages and a bit of
card playing at another. We are grateful to the staff and
residents of the Eddy Village Green for welcoming us that
day, and to Terry Russ for coordinating this visit.

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR ….SNOW SEASON
STATIONS OF THE NATIVITY
We will pray the Stations of the Nativity this Wednesday,
December 19 at 6:30 pm. This is a beautiful prayer service
that celebrates the Nativity of Jesus in the style of the Stations of the Cross. We hope you can join us.

BREAKFAST AT THE KNIGHTS
The Cohoes Knights of Columbus will have their monthly
breakfast with Santa on Sunday, December 16 at 255 Remsen Street. Santa will be there 9 am until 10:30; breakfast
will be served from 8:30 to 11:30.

If there is a delay or school closing there will be NO morning Mass. Let’s all stay safe!

WE’RE STILL COLLECTING BOTTLES AND
CANS!! If you have many "empties" to contribute, please
contact Marge Stockwell at the parish center for a collection
bag.

IN THE HOSPITAL? If you or a loved one are sick and
is in need of a home or hospital visit, please call the office at
518-237-2373 to request a visit from Father Slezak.
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Mon

ARTHUR E. DUFRESNE – Family
Anthony Nguyen

Tue

CHUCK CHARBONNEAU - Tom & Marianne
CATHERINE & ROBERT O’LEARY - Vincent Spadoni
DOUGLAS ROSECRANS - Mother & Sister
Thomas Yakalis

Wed

VINNIE CHONSKI, 37th ANNIV - Debra Sullivan
AURORE & EDWARD HAMILTON– Estate
Dec. Michael Melanson

Thur

LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE GREGOIRE
& WUNNING FAMILIES—Yvette
Dec. James O’Rourke

Fri

DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE GEORGE AUGER
FAMILY - Estate
Marco Pranic

Sat

ANNE WUNDERLICK - Estate
EARL LIBERTY - Father Brian & Holy Trinity Staff
PHILIPPA KOVAL- Rosemary
JUDY BEDDOW - Marilyn VanDerWerken
Joseph Dai Van Tran

Sun

8:00 AM

RICHARD MALONE - Lou & Sally Cotugno

10:30 AM DON BREAULT - Denise & Art Edge
Aldo Alvarez

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
December 22-23, 2018
4:00 PM



8:00 AM

10:30AM

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion

Kathy Boyd
Patty Bullock
Ed Carboni
Diana Praus

John Burke
Catherine Duffy-Giroux
Carolyn Koval
Kathy Kingsley


Alicia Abdul (C)
Andy Agcaoili

Jim Basila
Marianne Basila
Ken Burns
Mary Burns

Lectors
Judy Heins
Brian Jackson
Servers

Jack Abdul
Max Abdul

Rebecca Hanson
Mary Ann Beaury
Barrett VanBramer
Olivia Hanson

Ushers
Al Doremus
Patty Kelly
Jocelyn Gray
Usher Needed

Edna Bussey
Larry Grandchamp
Bridgette Mucha
Carol Desnoyers

Kathy Chesterfield
Kevin Costello
Mike Czmyr
MaryAnn Skpowski
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, December 16 — Faith Formation
K-6th, 9 am
7-10th, 11:45 am
Children & Youth Choir Rehearsal, 11:30 am,
Choir Loft
Bible Timeline Study, 11:45 am, Conference Rm.
Caroling at the Eddy, 2 pm
Tuesday, December 17 - Scouts, 6:30 pm
Wednesday, December 19—Chair Aerobics, 10:00 am
Stations of the Nativity, 6:30 pm
Sunday, December 23 - Children’s Choir Rehearsal,
11:30 am, Choir Loft
Monday, December 24 - - Office Closed

MASS SCHEDULE FOR CHRISTMAS
Christmas Eve
4 pm - Family Mass with Children & Youth Choir
9 pm - Music by the choir beginning at 8:30 pm
Christmas Day - Mass, 10 am
January 1, Solemnity of the Mother of God - 9 am
Vigil Mass - Monday at 5 pm

ADVENT 2018
During the season of Advent, we are called to slow down
and reflect. However, there will be activities that reflect our
concern for the dignity of the human person, including, giving to the needy, feeding the hungry and caring for the
home bound. We will also tend to our interior lives with daily
Mass, Adoration and Rosary, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Lectio
Divina, evening Reconciliation (confession) service and just
quiet time to reflect with your Advent Meditation Book.
Check the bulletin each week or our website where all
these events will be posted. It is our hope that we will provide you a way to be truly ready to celebrate the birth of
Jesus.
Please refer to the breakdown of activities below:
3rd Sunday of Advent—December 15 & 16
Flowers & neck warmers for the homebound
4th Sunday of Advent—December 22
Decorating the Church

