







CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY
122 Vliet Boulevard, Cohoes, New York 12047-1842
Phone: 518–237-2373 Fax: 518-238-9427

Reverend Brian K. Slezak, Pastor
Email: htpparishoffice@gmail.com
Website: www.holytrinitycohoes.org

February 3, 2019
TIME FOR PRAYER


Saturday - 4:00 PM
Sunday - 8:00 and
10:30 AM
Daily Mass:
Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 9:00 AM;
Tuesday - 5:30 PM

Adoration:
Monday, Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday 7:45 to 8:45 AM; Tuesday
- 4:15 PM to 5:15 PM

Confessions:
Tuesday—4:15 to 5:15 PM
and 6:00 to 6:15 PM;
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM

Rosary:
Saturday 3:30-3:50 PM

Anointing Of The Sick:
Call 518-237-2373.

Baptism: See Father after Mass

Marriage: Couples
should contact the office at
least six months before
the proposed marriage
date.

Sacrament Of Holy Orders: Pray for Vocations.
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NEW YORK, ABORTION, AND A SHORT ROUTE TO CHAOS
by Bishop Robert Barron January 29, 2019

C
www.wordonfire.org

It was the celebration that was particularly galling. On the 46th anniversary of the Roe v. Wade decision, the governor of New
York, Andrew Cuomo, signed into law a protocol that gives practically unrestricted access to abortion, permitting the killing of
an unborn child up until the moment of delivery. In the wake of the ratification, the legislators and their supporters whooped,
hollered, and cheered, a display depressingly similar to the jubilation that broke out in Ireland when a referendum legalizing
abortion passed last year. Of course, all of the rhetoric about women’s rights and reproductive health and empowerment was
trotted out, but who can fail to see what was at stake? If an infant, lying peacefully in a bassinet in his parents’ home, were
brutally killed and dismembered, the entire country would rightfully be outraged and call for an investigation of the murder. But
now the law of New York confirms that that same child, moments before his birth, resting peacefully in his mother’s womb, can
be, with utter impunity, pulled apart with forceps. And the police won’t be summoned; rather, it appears, the killing should be a
matter of celebration.
An ideology, taken in the negative sense, is a conceptual framework that blinds one to reality. The purpose of any ideational
system, obviously, is to shed light, to bring us closer to the truth of things, but an ideology does the reverse, effectively obfuscating reality, distancing us from truth. All of the buzz terms I mentioned above are ideological markers, smokescreens. Or if I
can borrow the terminology of Jordan Peterson, they are the chattering of demons, the distracting hubbub of the father of lies. I
recall that during the presidential campaign of 2016, Hillary Clinton was asked several times whether the child in the womb,
within minutes of birth, has constitutional rights, and this extremely intelligent, experienced, and canny politician said, over and
over again, “That’s what our law dictates.” Therefore, by a sheer accident of location, the unborn baby can be butchered, and
the same baby, moments later and in the arms of his mother, must be protected by full force of law. That many of our political
leaders can’t or won’t see how utterly ludicrous this is can only be the result of ideological indoctrination.
As I watched film of Andrew Cuomo signing this repulsive bill into law, my mind drifted back to 1984 and an auditorium at the
University of Notre Dame where Cuomo’s father, Mario—also Governor of New York at the time—delivered a famous address.
In his lengthy and intellectually substantive speech, Gov. Cuomo presented himself, convincingly, as a faithful Catholic, thoroughly convinced in conscience that abortion is morally outrageous. But he also made a fateful distinction that has been exploited by liberal Catholic politicians for the past thirty-five years. He explained that though he was personally opposed to abortion, he was not willing to pursue legal action to abolish it or even to limit it, since he was the representative of all the people,
and not just of those who shared his Catholic convictions. Now this distinction is an illegitimate one, which is evident the moment we draw an analogy to other public matters of great moral import: “I’m personally opposed to slavery, but I’ll take no action to outlaw it or limit its spread”; “I personally find Jim Crow laws repugnant, but I will pursue no legal strategy to undo
them”; etc. But at the very least, Mario Cuomo could declare himself deeply conflicted, anguished, willing to support abortion
law only as a regrettable political necessity in a pluralistic democracy.
But in a single generation, we have moved from reluctant toleration to unbridled celebration, from struggling Mario to exultant
Andrew. And there is a simple reason for this. A privatized religion, one that never incarnates itself in gesture, behavior, and
moral commitment, rapidly evanesces. Once-powerful convictions, never concretely expressed, devolve, practically overnight,
into pious velleities—and finally disappear altogether. In Robert Bolt’s magnificent play regarding St. Thomas More, A Man for
All Seasons, we find a telling exchange between Cardinal Wolsey, a hard-bitten, largely amoral politico, and the saintly More.
Wolsey laments, “You’re a constant regret to me, Thomas. If you could just see facts flat on, without that horrible moral squint,
with just a little common sense, you could have been a statesman.” To which More responds, “Well…I believe when statesmen
forsake their own private conscience for the sake of their public duties…they lead their country by a short route to chaos.”
Abandoning the convictions of one’s conscience in the exercise of one’s public duties is precisely equivalent to “I’m personally
opposed but unwilling to take concrete action to instantiate my opposition.”
And this abandonment—evident in Mario Cuomo’s 1984 address—has indeed led by a short road to chaos, evident in Andrew
Cuomo’s joyful celebration of a law permitting the murder of children.
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FOOD PANTRY… We are always in need of : Cereal, canned stew, canned chicken, tuna, tomato sauce, jelly, pancake
mix, pancake syrup, canned pasta, soups, shampoo, bath soap, laundry detergent, toothpaste, deodorant, razors and toilet
paper.
We have been averaging 94 calls a month. We anticipate a high volume of calls for food around the beginning of February.
Please help us to meet the needs of our poor and disabled.

MONETARY DONATIONS have been made to the Food Pantry in memory of Clement Turgeon and Helen Maxwell.
TAX STATEMENT 2018

STEWARDSHIP
Weekly Budget:

$5500.00

January 27
Make-ups:

$3763.00
$1636.00

Total:

$5399.00

2nd Collection: Holy Trinity Scholarship $ 849.00

Collection counters for February 4, 2019:
C. Desnoyers, E. Hoffman, M. LaGue, I. Rigney

UPCOMING EVENTS
Sunday, February 3 - Faith Formation
K-6th, 9 am
7-10th, 11:45 am
Bible Timeline Study, 11:45 am
Monday, February 4 - Prayer & Worship, 6:30 pm
Wednesday, February 6 - Chair Aerobics, 10 am
Saturday, February 9 - Wine Tasting, 5-8 pm
Sunday, February 10 - Faith Formation
K-6th, 9 am
7-10th, 11:45 am
Bible Timeline Study, 11:45 am

DO YOU HAVE A SMART PHONE? Well, we have
an app! In addition to prayers and daily readings, it’s a great
way to receive messages from us, like unexpected cancellation. Google www.myparishapp.com and download it today. If you need help, call the office and they’ll connect you
with someone to assist you.

If you would like to receive a tax statement for 2018, please
call the office. A statement will be mailed to you.



CHURCH UNITY OCTAVE

We celebrated Church Unity Octave with the Clergy and
Members of many churches here in Cohoes and Waterford.
The evenings of Prayer brought many together celebrating
their Christian Faith and also celebrating the many agencies
in our communities that are here to help all of our people.
Included were the Police Departments, our schools. the Cohoes Senor Center, the Alpha Pregnancy Care Center and
the Holy Trinity Food Pantry. We are very grateful to Julie
Carrigan who serves as our representative with the Cohoes
Clergy Team and worked ever so hard in the planning of this
week.

WE’RE STILL COLLECTING
...Bottles & Cans - If you have many "empties" to contribute, please contact Marge Stockwell at the parish center for
a collection bag.
...Box Tops for Education - Van Schaick Grade School will
receive these in February.

VALENTINE’S DAY … As our Parish tradition, we are
asking that Parishioners send a Valentine’s Day card to
someone who is homebound. We will have address tags
available on the weekend of February 9 and 10. As you
write out the card, please say a special prayer for that person.

DONATIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED … in
memory of Clement Turgeon and Alice Turgeon.

REMEMBER … If there is a delay or school closing there
will be NO morning Mass.
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MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK
Mon

LIVING & DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE GREGOIRE
& WUNNING FAMILIES - Yvette
ALICE TURGEON B’DAY — Family
Matthew Houle

Tue

CHRISTOPHER SMITH - Vince & Sharon Sgroi
ANNE & PHIL LAVALLEE — Estate
Peter Thien Van Nguyen

Wed

CHRISTOPHER SMITH - Carolyn Koval
JOSEPH DEROCHER— Family
Charles Onyeneke

Thur

PRAYERS TO ST. ANTHONY - Sue Castracane
Robert Palyo

Fri

DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE GEORGE
AUGER FAMILY - Estate
Matthew Duclos

Sat

MR. & MRS. FRANCIS X. CARON - Theresa LaPointe
PHILIPPA KOVAL - Rosemary Zandri
ANNA CHAPUT —Jean Harris & Francis McDonald
CLEMENT TURGEON - Deacon Charles and
MaryAnn Valenti
Daniel McHale

Sun

8:00 AM JOYCE GIROUX - Family
CHRISTOPHER SMITH - Ron & Fran Fortin
10:30 AM MARY JO CLANCY - Maureen Keenan
RITA BUSSEY B’DAY—Edna Bussey
Nathaniel Resila

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
February 9-10, 2019
4:00 PM

8:00 AM





Rebecca Hanson (C)
Nate Russ

10:30AM

Readers
Barbara Hildreth Mary Skpowski (C)
Brian Jackson (C) Alice Benamati
Servers

Shae Fontaine
Olivia Hanson

Benjamin Harkavy
Barrett VanBramer
Ushers

Carol Desnoyers
Jocelyn Gray
Pattie Kelly
Ed Marble

Chuck Fitzgerald
John Hildreth
George Marcil
Tim O’Connor

Shirley Blanchard
Mike Czmyr
Ed Razzano
Don Roy

(C) -- This person will bring Communion to the Choir and to those
unable to come forward.
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Join us for a priceless and fun wine education experience! Appetizers and desserts will be served,
along with premium Finger Lakes wines handcrafted by O-Neh-Da and Eagle Crest Vineyards. The
presentation will start at 5:30 pm.
$10 per person (sorry, 21 and over only).
Call the office at 518-237-2373 for reservations by
Wednesday, February 6.
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