
During this time of Eucharistic Fasting and Social Distancing, please know that Fr. 

Maher, Deacon John, Deacon Mike & all of the staff here at St. Francis are praying for 

you and that we are working on ways to keep us connected as a community of faith.  

To stay up to date on the latest news and what we are doing here at St. Francis during 

this time  please follow us on Facebook, our Website and through Constant Contact 

Emails. If you do not already receive our emails or follow us on Facebook and need 

more info on how to do so please see the page inside this bulletin for more information.  

In Peace, ST. Francis of Assisi — Pray for us.  
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Mission Statement 
Our mission at St. Francis of Assisi is to faithfully 

fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ.  Centered in the 
celebration of the Sunday Eucharist and the 

sacramental life of the Catholic Church, we strive 
to create an atmosphere of spiritual development. 
By reaching out and welcoming others, our faith 

community continues to provide dignity and 
improve the quality of life for all those we serve. 

115 Wheeler Road  
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General Questions can 

be directed to  

info@saintfrancis.net  

Parish Office 

978-452-6611 
 

Faith Formation Office 
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978-452-0772 
 

Parish Website 

www.saintfrancis.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Prayer Line volunteers are here to pray 
for you or a loved one.  For confidential 

Prayer Requests (first names only), please 
call or email the following people:  

 

Fleurette @ 978-710-6612  
Barbara @ 978-957-1838  

Email Pat at @                       
patagallant@gmail.com 





Amazing photos by Fr. Maher from Eucharistic Adoration from the Third 

Floor Rectory Window. 
 

 Every day from 12Noon to 1pm  
& 8pm to 10pm.  

 

Confessions are available at the end of each of these times of 
adoration or by Appointment. 

 

Come adore from your vehicles, all are welcome.  
 
 

Praying during these challenging times is more vital than ever. 

Please don’t feel that you need to leave your houses to pray, 

however for the time being, know that this option is here for you.  

Prayer at the time of a Pandemic 
Lord Jesus, Who promised to remain with us always, When information overwhelms us and fear overtakes us, 

speak to us again those comforting words, “Peace be with you.” Though we cannot be physically close to 
others, give us the ability and courage to love as well as we can, since “perfect love 

casts out all fear.”  
Direct your caring gaze on doctors and nurses, researchers and safety personnel; 

Come to strengthen the sick, the vulnerable, and comfort those who are grief 
stricken. And when the pandemic has passed, and this frightening crisis is  resolved 

teach us to know You more certainly as our dearest Friend and our only Hope.  
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

(Offer one Our Father, one Hail Mary, and the Glory Be…)  
Our Lady, Mother of Perpetual Help, Pray for us.  

 



 

From our Administrator,  
Fr. Seán Maher  

Hello folks, 

The Risen Lord be with you! 
 
Today is Divine Mercy Sunday, when we celebrate God’s mercy towards us. There are many, 
many ways in which God is amazingly merciful toward us, but one of the most important ways 
is in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. I often think that a good sacramental confession is more 
important on an individual basis at a particular time than the sacrament of the sick, or possibly 
even more important than receiving Holy Communion! Yet, it tends to be neglected, 
misunderstood and perhaps even avoided. There are many reasons for this: people can simply 
be unaware of their sins; people can have gotten so used to an accumulation of sins that they 
simply ignore them (something similar happens with the buildup of papers and “stuff” in my 
room in the rectory!) and don’t even know what it is like to be free of the burden of sin on our 
conscience; people can be embarrassed by their sins and unwilling to confess them; people 
can become frustrated by sins that they keep repeating and eventually try to view them as not 
sinful, and therefore not confessable! The fact that they are confessing their sins to a man who 
is clearly a sinner too sometimes seems pointless to them (but in reality, it is not at all 
pointless)! Don’t be afraid to avail of God’s Mercy above all in the Sacrament of Confession/
Reconciliation/Penance. Most people are unable to receive Holy Communion at this time. 
However, they are not unable to receive reconciliation!! Every day, I walk out after Adoration at 
1pm to see if there are people for confession. Again at night. We can also arrange it at other 
times; just email me! I recently helped Father Brian Mahoney with confessions in the parking lot 
of Saint Mary’s in Chelmsford, and joked that those driving by must have thought it was a new 
testing station for COVID-19 with the hundred or so cars that came through to the three priests 
hearing confessions. They have parking lot confessions, weather permitting, at Saint John’s 
every Monday, and Saint Mary’s every Wednesday, from 4-6pm, and people come from far and 
near.   
Thanks to everyone who are helping those in need, and those in isolation at this time. Thank 
you to those who supporting the parish as normal, or even more than normal, or as much as 
your ability allows during this difficult time. Thank you to the staff and the volunteers who have 
helped the parish to stay connected even as we stay away from each other.   
The Church is the Body of Christ. The Body of Christ is not empty! In fact, I am praying that 
more members of the Body experience the Resurrection during this Easter Season than ever 
before, and that those who have drifted away may joyfully and trustingly choose to return! 
Rise, o People of God, have done with lesser things; give heart and soul and strength to serve 
the King of Kings! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

God Bless, 
Father Maher 

APRIL 19TH, 2020 



Do social media and church really go together?  This 
question has been asked in the past.  Our answer is 
simply this — yes!  St. Francis has used social media in 
various forms for a few years now and it’s been proven to 
improve communication and enhance outreach to those 
outside the community.  We have a lot of great things 
going on here at St. Francis for all age groups.  Constant 
Contact and Facebook allow us to share that with 
thousands of others.  If you’re not “connected” to us 
online yet, please join us! 

St. Francis Online 

Newsletter,          

Alerts & Updates 

Our Constant Contact emails are delivered directly to your inbox.  We send out a newsletter of 

past events and current events about once a week. 

Our newsletters include lots of photos, what’s just happened, what’s coming up — as well as 

links to direct you to even more photos.  

We also use Constant Contact for cancellations, rescheduling, and any other important notices 

that have to get out to the parish family before the weekend’s bulletin is 

available. 

In this time of crisis we will be using this more than ever to communicate 

with all of you the latest and most up to date info for here at St. Francis. 

 

HOW TO SIGN UP:  Visit the homepage of our website (saintfrancis.net) to 

sign up. 

 Simply scroll down on the home page and click on “sign up for constant contact email updates” 

While Constant Contact is an 

excellent tool for communication 

within the parish family, Facebook 

(while also communicating to the 

parish family) is an ideal tool for 

communicating outside the parish. 

HOW TO JOIN: Visit “Saint Francis 

Church Dracut MA” and like us/

follow us.  This is our official FB 

page. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP:  When we are 

sharing news or any important 

updates SHARE with your Facebook 

followers—every share helps! 



SAINT FRANCIS PARISH 

Thank you so much to everyone who has reached out to us and has 
dropped off their offertory or monthly giving donation. We know this 

is a difficult time for all but every donation helps us.  
The easiest way to still donate right now is online or by mailing in a 

check. We are still receiving our mail daily.  

 
Second Collections for April - May - June 

 

 April 2nd Collection  

 
April 9th 

Holy Thursday collection for Saint Vin-
cent de Paul   

 
April 10th Good Friday - Holy Land Shrines 

 

 

Easter 
Choice of offertory donation or the 
Clergy Benefit Trust Fund  

 

 April 25th/26th Stability Fund  

 May 2nd Collection  

 May 9th/10th Stability Fund  

 

Feast Day May 
21st 

Ascension of the Lord 
 

 
May 30th/31st Collection for Seminarians 

 

 June 2nd Collection  

 June 20th/21st Promoting the Gospel  

 June 27th/28th Stability Fund  

How do I submit my Offertory? 
 

Parishioners have been asking us about what the parish will do if people can’t go to Mass and 
contribute to the offertory? At the moment, our parish is further ahead than most parishes in terms of the 
number of people who support us other than in the weekend Mass collection baskets, and this is one of 
those moments that we are extremely grateful for. 
 

Following are some ways you can support us, but we are also conscious of the fact that this 
Coronavirus will also financially impact many of you. Like many of you, we are looking to make a more 
detailed analysis of what we can withstand financially. 
 

In the meantime, if you are able to make your Offertory contributions, here are some 
suggestions: 

 

If you are already enrolled in our planned giving program (Together with Christ); continuing your 

online (or mail in) donations is invaluable at this time. 
 

If you are an envelope user, you are encouraged to mail the envelopes to St. Francis Parish, PO 

Box 609, Dracut, MA 01826. 
 

If you are a cash giver, please mail a check or visit our online giving. 
 

When mailing in, we ask that you seal the envelopes with water and a sponge or Scotch tape only. 

Thank you for helping to manage risk. 

Is online giving easy? 
 

It's very easy and secure, accessed from our 

website, saintfrancis.net  

When you go to our website, on the left hand 

side about half way down, you will see a tab for 

“Online Giving.” Once you click here, a separate 

page will load for you and you will be able to 

put in your info and donate. 

Should you need assistance, we are happy to 

help. Just give us a call in the office at  

978-452-6611 and someone will walk you 

through. 
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Blanchette, Jean
& Company
Certified Public

Accountants

Individual Tax Preparation
& Small Business 

Accounting Services

1440 Bridge Street
Dracut, MA  01826

(978) 453-9888
e-mail

Terry@BlanchetteJean.com

SARO CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CENTER

Dr. Steven C. Saro
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN

(978) 970-2222
Dracut Village Square

Broadway Road
Rte. 113, Dracut, MA  01826

St. Patrick Cemetery,
Lowell, MA

St. Mary Cemetery, 
Tewskbury, MA

New Burial Space Available
in Both Cemeteries

For further information,
call 978-458-8464 or visit
StPatrickCemetery.com 
StMaryCemetery.com

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

96 Riverneck Rd.
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824-2942

(978) 458-4851

BROX 
INDUSTRIES, INC.

1471 Methuen Street
Dracut, MA 01826
Hot Mix Asphalt &

Construction Materials
For Quotations call: 
978-454-9105

1168 Lakeview Ave.
459-9000

Dr. JameS Pelletier
Orthodontics

Dracut, MA• (978) 957-7170
Windham, NH • (603) 952-4848

www.pelletiersmiles.com

Michael Sartell-Owner

781-389-1961
sartellph@hotmail.com

dracut, ma

Kelsey Laganas
REALTOR 
Licensed in MA & NH
978-935-3230

KLaganas@LAERrealty.com

Dracut Resident

199 Chelmsford Street 
Chelmsford, MA

978-250-8855
www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

MUSIC LESSONS
WITH CONNIE

Mass Music Ed Certified #424106

Private Lessons
for children,

PIANO, FLUTE, OBOE
Get a head start on
lessons for the Fall,

before school starts!

781-864-3999 

Stump Grinding
Call DICK WILLIAMS
978-423-9506

Dracut, MA

TRUCKING LLC.

Installing / Repairing / Replacing:
Lighting • Circuits & Wiring • Service Upgrade • Generators

Residential Smoke Detectors
24-HOUR SCHEDULING

Search Light Rentals
Fully Licensed  

& Insured
Now Hiring 

Electricians

FOURSTARLIGHTING.NET • 978-851-4900

COURTESY 
OF

Anthony Indelicato

“God Bless”

Roofing • Snow Removal
Plowing • Gutters • Siding

Windows • Decks
p. 978-735-4308 c. 978-807-4336

www.ajshomeservices.com
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

AARON BEAUDOIN LIC#122360

Circle Health Dracut 
This facility offers key services including an 
Urgent Care, Patient Service Center, Diabetes and 
Endocrinology, Primary Care and OB/GYN.

www.circle-health.org/dracut
Irrigation Maintenance  

and Installation
978-967-4000

www.acelandscaping.com

 MAHONEY OIL 
 COMPANY, INC.
 120 Plain St., Lowell, MA
 978.453.1581
 www.mahoneyoilco.com

Home Heating Oil • Automatic Delivery • Cash Discounts
24 Hour Service • Free Estimates • Installations

Tank Removals • Annual Cleanings • Flexible Budget Payments

Sabrina Carberry, Owner
Licensed childcare provider

978-804-6459
scarberry828@comcast.net

600 Wheeler Rd., Dracut, MA

PARTNERS
 Fred Carberry 
 MA & NH Realtor

 978-479-4799
fcarberry70@gmail.com
Serving the parish of St. Francis

Trusted by families 
for 3 generations. 

21 Broadway Road 
Dracut, MA 01826

978-455-9182
arborsassistedliving.com


