
Second Sunday of Advent 

St. Francis of Assisi Parish 

Adoration Schedule 
 Outside: Monday’s after 12PM Mass, 

Wednesday after 6:30PM Mass.  
 

Window: Friday Night’s from 8:30 PM - 9:30 
PM. 

  

Confessions are available at the end of each of these 
times of adoration or by Appointment. 

 

Come adore from your vehicles, all are welcome.  

Weekend Mass Schedule 
 

 Mass Times - Saturday: 4:00 PM  

Sunday: 8:00AM, 10:30AM & 5:30 PM 
(4PM & 10:30 AM are livestreamed each week) 

 

Weekday Mass Schedule 
Outdoor Mass from the rectory garage will take 

place Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday at 
Noon and Wednesday at 6:30pm (WEATHER 

DEPENDENT!)  

 Parish Office Hours 
 

Monday—Friday: 9:00 AM - 12 Noon (The office is still closed to public but staff is working and available to 
answer your call.)  



Mission Statement 
Our mission at St. Francis of Assisi is to 

faithfully fulfill the teachings of Jesus Christ.  
Centered in the celebration of the Sunday 
Eucharist and the sacramental life of the 
Catholic Church, we strive to create an 

atmosphere of spiritual development. By 
reaching out and welcoming others, our faith 
community continues to provide dignity and 

improve the quality of life for all those we 
serve. 

 

Mass  Intentions for the  
Week  Ahead 

Saturday, December 5 
4:00pm  Theresa Arpin ~ 2nd Anniversary 
        

Sunday, December 6 
8:00am   Velda & Peter McNamara ~ Memorial 
 

10:30am  Kevin Rondeau ~ Memorial  
                  Banacos Family & Ray Trombly ~ Memorial 
                  Armand & Dorothy Couillard ~ Memorial 
                  Jerry Bagrowski ~ Memorial  
                  Rose Petracca ~ Memorial 
 

5:30pm    Parishioners of St. Francis Parish     
Monday, December 7 
John Anderson ~ 1st Anniversary 
Tuesday, December 8 
Our Lady, Michaela MacDonald & Johhn Lennon ~ 

Memorial 
Wednesday, December 9 
Jon Glynn ~ Birthday Memorial 
Thursday, December 10 
Arthur & Yvonne Saindon ~ Memorial  
Friday, December 11 
John & Winnie Keane ~ Memorial 
Saturday, December 12 
4:00pm  Parishioners of St. Francis Parish     
        

Sunday, December 13 
8:00am   Suzanne Dooley ~ 4th Anniversary 
 

10:30am  Bill Glynn & Jon Glynn ~ Memorial  
                   Mary M. Deignan ~ 13th Anniversary 

5:30pm     

  
 

Administrator             Rev. Seán Maher 
Email Address:           frmaher@saintfrancis.net 
 

Permanent Deacon    Deacon Mike Tompkins    
   deaconmike@saintfrancis.net  
 

Assisting Clergy  
                          Rev. William Sheehan, OMI 

                  Rev. John Hanley, OMI 
                  Rev.  Leo Cormier 

                   Rev. Jack Farrell 

                                        

_____________________ 
 

 

Pastoral Staff 

Director of Faith Formation/Communications              
Jessica KeefeH 

Jkeefe@saintfrancis.net 
Coordinator of Faith Formation               

Dawn Bastien 
dbastien@saintfrancis.net  

Business Manager  
Andrea Sevigny 

Businessmanager@saintfrancis.net 
 

Music Director                                   
David Keefe 

 

Morning Admin /Offertory Administrator     
Collette Piché 

cpiche@saintfrancis.net  
 
 
 

 

Communications/Parish Events     
Debbie Hovanasian 

dhovanasian@saintfrancis.net 
 

Facilities Department                             
Paul Barr 

pbarr@saintfrancis.net 
 

Ministry Coordinator   
Joan Vinal  

Joanvinal@comcast.net 
 
 

Volunteer Outreach Coordinator  
Dr. Linda Trouville  

ltrouville@saintfrancis.net 

115 Wheeler Road  

P.O. Box 609 

 Dracut, MA 01826  

 

General Questions can 

be directed to  

info@saintfrancis.net  

Parish Office 

978-452-6611 
 

Faith Formation OfficeJ 

978-453-4460 
 

Office Fax 

978-452-0772 
 

Parish Website 

www.saintfrancis.net 



 

First Reading 
Comfort, give comfort to my people, says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her 
that her service is at an end, her guilt is expiated; 
indeed, she has received from the hand of the LORD 
double for all her sins. A voice cries out: 
In the desert prepare the way of the LORD! Make 
straight in the wasteland a highway for our God! 
Every valley shall be filled in, every mountain and 
hill shall be made low; the rugged land shall be made 
a plain, the rough country, a broad valley. 
Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all 
people shall see it together; for the mouth of the 
LORD has spoken. Go up on to a high mountain, 
Zion, herald of glad tidings; cry out at the top of 
your voice, Jerusalem, herald of good news! 
Fear not to cry out and say to the cities of Judah: 
Here is your God! Here comes with power the Lord 
GOD, who rules by his strong arm; here is his re-
ward with him, his recompense before him. Like a 
shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he gathers 
the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, 
and leading the ewes with care. 
 
 

 

The Word of the Lord, 
- Thanks be to God 

Responsorial Psalm: 

R. (8) Lord, let us see your kindness, 
and grant us your salvation.  

Second Reading: 
 

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, 
that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years 
and a thousand years like one day. 
The Lord does not delay his promise, as some regard 
“delay,” 
but he is patient with you, 
not wishing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance. 
But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, 
and then the heavens will pass away with a mighty 
roar 
and the elements will be dissolved by fire, 
and the earth and everything done on it will be found 
out. 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: All flesh shall see the salvation of God.  
R. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Gospel: 
 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son 
of God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
Behold, I am sending my messenger ahead of you; 
he will prepare your way. 
A voice of one crying out in the desert: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight his paths.” 
John the Baptist appeared in the desert 
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins. 
People of the whole Judean countryside 
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem 
were going out to him 
and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River 
as they acknowledged their sins. 
John was clothed in camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist. 
He fed on locusts and wild honey. 
And this is what he proclaimed: 
“One mightier than I is coming after me. 
I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of 
his sandals. 
I have baptized you with water; 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Since everything is to be dissolved in this way, 
what sort of persons ought you to be, 
conducting yourselves in holiness and devotion, 
waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved 
in flames and the elements melted by fire. 
But according to his promise 
we await new heavens and a new earth 
in which righteousness dwells. 
Therefore, beloved, since you await these things, 
be eager to be found without spot or blemish before 
him, at peace. 
 
The Word of the Lord, 
- Thanks be to God 



DECEMBER 6TH 2020 

To My St. Francis Family, 
 

I was asked to write up something about the future pilgrimages, since 

hearing with great interest from many of you. 
 

We currently have 41 people planning on going to Greece in the spring of 

2021 God willing. Here is a list of future pilgrimages that people are already 

signing up for. 
 
 

Greece – The way of St. Paul and Cruise of the Greek Isles. April 16-26, 2021. There are 

spaces available if interested. 
 

Medugorje – September 13-21, 2021. 8 days in Medugorje with a side trip to Dubrovnik. 

 

Holy Land Deluxe with Bishop Robert Hennessey, Fr. Corey Bassett-

Tirrell and I. April 3-12, 2022. Bishop Hennessey has requested that we 

process into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and to get as many people as possible 

from the Merrimack Region to join us on this wonderful trip. This will be trip 

of all trips to the Holy Land with the Bishop, with many special events being 

planned. 
 

All Italian Shrines with Fr. Bob Blaney 

and I. September 17 -30, 2023. I will be celebrating 25 

years of Ordination as a Deacon. Book this trip before 

December 6, 2020 and receive $200 off if you have 

traveled with me before. 14 days traveling to many shrines 

all around Italy. Papal Audience, San Giovanni Rotundo, 

(Padre Pio, Assisi, Siena, Florence, Venice, Padua (St. 

Anthony) and much much more. And some special surprises 

by being planned by 206 tours that I’m not aware of.  
 

Egypt and Nile River Cruise: April 19-27, 2024. 
 

Feel free to email me with any questions at deaconjohn@ChelmsfordCatholic.org or speak with 

Jessica Keefe at jkeefe@saintfrancis.net.  

You can view all the trips that are scheduled along with their itinerary at  

www.pilgrimages.com/dcnhunt 
 

I hope you are all doing well and know that you are missed and in my 

prayers. 

God Bless and Stay Safe, 

Deacon John 

Plan & pray now, travel later 
Special Deal for ONLY those who have traveled previously on one of Deacon 
John’s Trips can get $200 OFF on the ALL ITALIAN SHRINES Trip if they 

sign up before December 6.  Sign up Today! 



SAINT FRANCIS PARISH 

 

From our Administrator,  
Fr. Seán Maher  

Hello folks, 

An important reminder first: if you are feeling ill, please refrain from coming to Mass 

in person during this time of pandemic.  I attended an online meeting on Monday 

where it was noted that there have been numerous cases recently of people attending 

Mass at parishes in the Archdiocese who were already feeling ill, and then, after Mass, 

being tested and found positive for Coronavirus.  Having said that, please pray that I 

not find myself in any similar situation!  We are blessed to have so many options here 

to mitigate risk and at the same time to make holy the Lord’s Day: live-streaming 

Mass, listening to it live in the parking lot (107.7FM), perhaps receiving Holy 

Communion just inside the lobby doors after Mass. 

 

Yes, we are encouraging increased caution at this time of a surge in the 

pandemic.  On the other hand, I want you to pray about how we can continue to 

spread the Good News even now, and how we can encourage people to develop new 

habits of coming to church to spend time in person with God when we hope the 

pandemic will be mitigated perhaps a half year from now.  A lot of people are 

speculating that with the old habit of church attendance having been broken, it will 

not return post pandemic.  To be honest, I am not too worried about that right now; 

we will cross that bridge when we come to it.  I know something that will be 

important for that is the love being shown by so many parishioners in their 

generosity to the suffering right now.  Ubi caritas, Deus ibi est.  Where there is love 

(particularly divine charity), God is there.  God wants us to be fully alive saints, and 

He will show us the next step to get there when we ask.  Perhaps we should also ask 

for the courage to take that step joyfully and promptly when we know what it 

is!  God is coming.  Are we happy about that? 
 

 

 

 

 

God Bless, 
Father Maher 



Volunteers Needed for both our Cleaning & 

Welcoming Committee’s 

As we are now many months into our 2 teams 

working so hard to ensure we have a safe 

place to worship weekly we are finding 

ourselves in need of replacing and letting 

some of our very devoted volunteers take a 

well deserved break.  

Are you available & Interested in lending a 

hand? 

Please contact Cyndie Bourassa to be added 

to either ministry. She can be reached via 

email at cyndiebourassa@gmail.com 

We will train you!  

Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta  

Homeless 

Ministry 

 
 Thank you once again to 

all who continue to support our homeless 
ministry.  Your generosity allows us to serve our 
homeless brothers and sisters each and every 
week.  As many of you know, we provide 
sandwiches, snacks and water weekly to @ 75 
people living outside in 3 different Lowell 
locations.  We also prepare a meal each month 
for those living at the Lowell Transitional Living 
Center (100 people).  This past weekend, due to 
your generous clothing and cold weather 
donations, we were able to distribute these very 
needed items to another 50 or so homeless 
individuals and families.  We are blessed to have 
such a living and caring community! 
 As you can imagine, it’s not easy living 
outside, particularly in our cold New England 
weather, so your donations now become even 
more critical.  We are currently in need of the 
following items: sweatshirts (preferably with a 
hood), sweatpants, winter boots, thermal 
underwear, blankets, tarps, and sleeping bags.  
We know this is a long list, but any “seasonally 
appropriate” clothing is fine and will be much 
appreciated.  Of course, cash donations are 
always welcomed as these funds are used to 
purchase the food for the monthly LTLC meal 
mentioned above.  

Thank You and may God bless you and 
your families during this Advent season, 

 

 Jack Durocher 
 Roger Despres 

Wondering what this photo might be 

and from where it's taken? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

There is a new location for outdoor Daily Mass, 
given the colder weather coming in. We think it's 
pretty inventive! 
 

Fr. Maher is standing at the choir door, looking 
out toward the main parking lot. Mass attendees 
are in their vehicles listening to Mass on 107.7. 
Communion is offered during Mass. 
 

Daily Mass at noon Mon/Tues/Thus/Fri 
and at 6:30pm Weds. 



St. Francis Prayer Line 
 

Prayers are always welcome. Please feel 
free to reach out to any our amazing 

volunteers to add your prayer request.  
 
 
 

Fleurette @ 978-710-6612  
Barbara @ 978-937-0239  

Email Pat at @                       
patagallant@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Helping Souls to Eternal Life 
When Fr. Maher gets called to anoint those who are 

dying, he calls on a group of people to pray a Divine 

Mercy Chaplet for their soul. 
 

If you would like to join this ministry, or want more 

information, please contact Andrea Nicholson at 978-

204-9220 
 

When I entered the chapel for a moment, the Lord said 

to me, My daughter, help Me to save a certain dying 

sinner. Say the chaplet that I have taught you for him.

……..I understood how very important the chaplet was 

for the dying. 

(St. Faustina's Diary entry #1565) 

Life Teen Youth Ministry Grades 9-12 

St. Francis Life Teen Youth Ministry deaconmike@saintfrancis.net St. Francis Life Teen             

TONIGHT December 6th at 7:30PM 

Contrary to popular belief Fiat is not just a car, it is so much better 
than that. Mary said yes to God, will you say yes to coming to the Life 

Night? 

Email Deacon Mike for meeting link . 

Life Teen Is Going Virtual 

Due to the rising Covid numbers as well as the new 
restrictions for NH travelers we have decided to transfer 

our meeting to online meetings. These meetings will only 
be about an hour each and will start at 7:30PM, to give 

people enough time to get home from the 5:30PM mass if 
they wish to attend. 
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327 Hildreth Street, Lowell, Massachusetts
(978) 458-6183 • www.mckennaouellette.com

Ron D’Amato • Jay McKenna • Jonathan Reeney

Blanchette, Jean
& Company
Certified Public

Accountants

Individual Tax Preparation
& Small Business 

Accounting Services

1440 Bridge Street
Dracut, MA  01826

(978) 453-9888
e-mail

Terry@BlanchetteJean.com

SARO CHIROPRACTIC
HEALTH CENTER

Dr. Steven C. Saro
CHIROPRACTIC PHYSICIAN

(978) 970-2222
Dracut Village Square

Broadway Road
Rte. 113, Dracut, MA  01826

St. Patrick Cemetery,
Lowell, MA

St. Mary Cemetery, 
Tewskbury, MA

New Burial Space Available
in Both Cemeteries

For further information,
call 978-458-8464 or visit
StPatrickCemetery.com 
StMaryCemetery.com

ST. JOSEPH
CEMETERY

96 Riverneck Rd.
E. Chelmsford, MA 01824-2942

(978) 458-4851

BROX 
INDUSTRIES, INC.

1471 Methuen Street
Dracut, MA 01826
Hot Mix Asphalt &

Construction Materials
For Quotations call: 
978-454-9105

1168 Lakeview Ave.
459-9000

Dr. JameS Pelletier
Orthodontics

Dracut, MA• (978) 957-7170
Windham, NH • (603) 952-4848

www.pelletiersmiles.com

Michael Sartell-Owner

781-389-1961781-389-1961
sartellph@hotmail.com

dracut, ma

Kelsey Laganas
REALTOR 
Licensed in MA & NH
978-935-3230

KLaganas@LAERrealty.com

Dracut Resident

199 Chelmsford Street 
Chelmsford, MA

978-250-8855
www.benchmarkseniorliving.com

MUSIC LESSONSMUSIC LESSONS
WITH CONNIEWITH CONNIE

Mass Music Ed Certified #424106Mass Music Ed Certified #424106

Private Lessons for children,Private Lessons for children,
PIANO, FLUTE, OBOEPIANO, FLUTE, OBOE

Currently teaching Virtually Currently teaching Virtually 
fromfrom my Home Studio my Home Studio

Get a head start on lessons for Get a head start on lessons for 
the Fall,before school starts!the Fall,before school starts!

781-864-3999 781-864-3999 

COURTESY 
OF

Anthony Indelicato

“God Bless”

Roofing • Snow Removal
Plowing • Gutters • Siding

Windows • Decks
p. 978-735-4308 c. 978-807-4336
www.ajshomeservices.com
FREE ESTIMATES • FULLY INSURED

AARON BEAUDOIN LIC#122360

Circle Health Dracut 
This facility offers key services including an 
Urgent Care, Patient Service Center, Diabetes and 
Endocrinology, Primary Care and OB/GYN.

www.circle-health.org/dracut

  MAHONEY OIL MAHONEY OIL 
 COMPANY, INC. COMPANY, INC.
 120 Plain St., Lowell, MA
 978.453.1581
 www.mahoneyoilco.com

Home Heating Oil • Automatic Delivery • Cash Discounts
24 Hour Service • Free Estimates • Installations

Tank Removals • Annual Cleanings • Flexible Budget Payments

Sabrina Carberry, Owner
Licensed childcare provider

978-804-6459
scarberry828@comcast.net

600 Wheeler Rd., Dracut, MA

PARTNERS
 Fred Carberry 
 MA & NH Realtor

 978-479-4799
fcarberry70@gmail.com
Serving the parish of St. FrancisServing the parish of St. Francis

Trusted by families 
for 3 generations. 

21 Broadway Road 
Dracut, MA 01826

978-455-9182
arborsassistedliving.com

Irrigation Maintenance  
and Installation
978-967-4000

www.acelandscaping.com


