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Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint Ma�hew. 

Whether you are celebra�ng with us for the first 

�me, visi�ng our community or have decided to 

make this your parish home, the Saint Ma�hew �

parish family welcomes you!�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

Deacon James P. McCluskey�

Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

�

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the Rite 

of Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament of 

Marriage and the Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing of 

the Sick) please contact the Parish Office or go to 

our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Helen Treacy, Principal �

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�1833�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY�

Spencer Malley, Director of Music�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

During the coronavirus pandemic St. Ma*hew's 

will remain open for prayer during the usual 

daily hours.�

Confessions: Publicly scheduled Confessions are 

suspended un-l further no-ce.�

LIVE STREAM MASSES 

Until public Masses return, please know you can  

participate via LIVE STREAM Mass each  

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Go to:  www.stmatthewrcc.com.  

 

Click on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UC45F-kofxl70s27ZOcz_hog 

 

OR 

 

St. Matthew’s Facebook:  https://

www.facebook.com/St-Matthew-Catholic-Church-

Forestville-CT-                                       

121109094566837/ 

*You do not need to be a Facebook subscriber to access 

the live stream  



�

Fr. Edwin said only two thoughts came to mind:  

“Lord, if that is your will, I accept it. Forgive this man 

and me for any fault I may have committed.” He said 

later, “I gave myself over to Jesus Christ in body and 

soul."  As the attacker approached his victim, Fr. 

Edwin played dead. The man dragged the bleeding Fr. 

Edwin off the road and into the fields, took the 

motorcycle and sped away.  Fr. Edwin is convinced 

that faking his death saved his life.  Sometime later a 

man walking by found him and indeed thought he was 

dead.  Miraculously there also happened to be police 

nearby who took him to the hospital.  Fr. Edwin 

would soon learn that he was paralyzed from the waist 

down.�

After recovering sufficiently to leave the 

hospital, Bishop settled Fr. Edwin in the diocesan 

seminary to continue his recovery.  The Bishop also 

arranged for one of Fr. Edwin’s sisters to take a job in 

the seminary so that she could help care for her 

brother. Because the doctors were too afraid to 

remove the bullet in his spine, he had to be moved 

from his chair to his bed and again back to his chair 

every two hours to relieve the pain.  �

The evening I met Fr. Edwin, he was 

preparing to celebrate the 5:00 p.m. Mass at St. 

Mary’s Cathedral in Chiclayo.  As the priests were 

vesting in the sacristy, Fr. Edwin entered in his 

wheelchair already vested.  Instead of processing up 

the aisle the priests  took their places on both sides of 

the altar.  Fr. Edwin entered the sanctuary from the 

sacristy and rode his wheelchair up to the altar on a 

specially built platform.  Mass proceeded as usual but 

something I will never forget is when Fr. Edwin 

began the General Intercessions.  He carefully an 

slowly read them, adding his own personal insight and 

prayer to each particular intention.  It was truly 

inspiring; and no one seemed to mind that Father’s 

reading of the General Intercessions was almost as 

long as the 

homily!  

Then it was 

time for the  

Preparation 

of the Gifts.  

Now I have 

seen other 

priests 

celebrate 

Mass from a 

wheelchair, but 

what happened next was extraordinary.  After Fr. 

Edwin said the prayers over the bread and wine, he 

carefully adjusted himself in his wheelchair and set �

�

� � � � �

�

�

�

I first met Fr. Edwin Santa Cruz Perez 

during a trip to Peru to concelebrate the First Mass of 

one of my former students, Fr. José Elias Mera�

Vallejos.  Both Fr. Edwin and Fr. José Elias were in 

seminary together for the Diocese of Chiclayo, and on 

the occasion of a new priest’s First Mass they were to 

have a joyous reunion.�

Fr. Edwin himself 

comes from a large 

family of nine sisters 

and one brother.  

Their mother died of 

cancer soon after the 

birth of her last child.  

Two of Fr. Edwin’s 

siblings are professed 

religious of the 

Missionary Congregation of Jesus the Word and the 

Victim.    �

Less than two years after ordination and his 

first parish assignment (St. Lucy’s), Fr. Edwin  was 

appointed Pastor of both Sacred Heart and St. Paul 

parishes in northern Peru.  He was also to minister to 

the inmates of one of the local prisons.  �

Because of the great distances between 

parishes, it’s not unusual for priests in Peru to 

celebrate Mass only once a month in some places.  So 

the Bishop told Fr. Edwin that he should plan to spend 

a week at a time at either parish and avoid the 2 ½ 

hour daily trip back to the rectory.  At night the 

deeply rutted, twisting mountain roads without 

guardrails are 

very dangerous to 

say the least.   �

To meet 

the needs of the 

people the 

Bishop also 

directed Fr. 

Edwin to raise 

funds to build a 

chapel for one of 

the smaller 

communities.  Due to the generosity of the people, 

soon Fr. Edwin had at least enough money to buy the 

land for the chapel.  �

One day when he was riding his motorcycle to 

go and complete the land purchase, he heard someone 

call out, “Padre, Padre!”  Thinking it was a cry for 

help, he turned his bike around and rode toward the 

man.  Immediately the man pulled a gun and shot him.  

Fr. Edwin fell to the ground.  In that moment  �

St. Mary’s Cathedral, Chiclayo, Peru �

Andes mountain road to Chiclayo �

St. Mary Cathedral, Chiclayo, Peru �



�

MASS ON TELEVISON�

�

ORTV� 10:00AM on WCCT�TV (WB20) and WCTX�

TV (MyTV9). It can also be seen Saturday and Sunday at 

5:00 AM on WCCT�TV. �

�

EWTN� 12:00 M, 8:00AM, 12:00PM, and 7:00PM.  �

�

Salt + Light TV� 6:30AM, 9:30AM, 11:00AM,�

3:00 PM, and 10:30 PM. �

�

Catholic TV� 9:30 AM, 12:30 PM, 7:00 PM, and 11:30 

PM. �

�

Dear Parishioners,�

�

Please remember the Parish Of-

fice is still open daily from 9 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If you would 

like to schedule a Mass intention 

please do so by calling the Office (860�583�8802). For 

other matters we will be happy to schedule an ap-

pointment. Please be healthy and safe!�

�

the brake.  Then with a push of a button the specially 

built wheelchair slowly began to contract its wheels, 

raising Fr. Edwin to near his full height.  Later I 

learned that under his vestments were straps holding 

him to the back of the wheelchair to prevent him from 

falling forward.  In that wonderful moment during the 

Eucharistic Prayer, Fr. Edwin was not a “priest in a 

wheelchair” but a priest celebrating Mass as he did his 

First Mass and every Mass before he was shot.  At 

least for those several minutes it was his own visible 

triumph over paralysis, standing there at the Altar of 

Sacrifice where God called him to be.  On his face 

you could see how much this meant to him.�

As Mass ended with the final blessing and 

dismissal, I expected to see Fr. Edwin wheel himself 

down the center aisle to greet the parishioners.  

Instead he exited through a side door.  One of the 

priests told me that because the people love him so 

much, and many crowd around to ask for his blessing, 

he couldn’t recess down the main aisle or else he 

would be late to celebrate the 7:00 p.m. Mass.  �

Later that night outside the cathedral I had a 

chance to talk with him.  He told me that at first it was 

very hard to accept his paralysis.  At one time he had 

been the fastest soccer player in the seminary!  When 

he was ordained he had walked out of the cathedral 

with every reason to believe his vocation was exactly 

as God wanted it to be:  a young, energetic priest, full 

of life and brimming with great plans for ministry.  

Then suddenly, not even two years ordained, he was 

unable to do even the simplest things such as taking a 

shower by himself.  However, by God’s grace he 

came to accept his new life.  So that now, he said, the 

greatest gift he received was learning to accept God’s 

will; that his injury was in fact a great gift.  He said he 

learned the real joy of trusting God’s will in all things.�

On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

we thank God for the courage and great faith of Fr. 

Edwin.  His example is for any young man to consider 

whom God may be calling to be His priest.  And 

today,�Fr. Edwin�continues his ministry in the 

seminary as a spiritual director and chaplain of two 

Catholic high schools.  He also celebrates regularly 

the Sunday evening Masses at St. Mary’s Cathedral. �

�

�

�

�
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�

�
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�

�

Fr. Edwin Santa Cruz Perez and his students�

�

"The thing the Church needs 

most today is the ability to heal 

wounds and to warm the hearts 

of the faithful; it needs near-

ness, proximity. I see the 

Church as a field hospital after 

battle. It is useless to ask a seri-

ously injured person if he has 

high cholesterol and about the 

level of his blood sugars! You 

have to heal his wounds. Then 

we can talk about everything 

else. Heal the wounds, heal the wounds. ... And you 

have to start from the ground up."  Pope Francis�

�

“If a person, having fully 

subjected his understanding to 

the rule of faith, does in fact 

order his life to the service of 

God . . .� if he truly loves no 

creature except in God. . . if he 

measures all that he does or 

says by the intensity of his love 

for God, he inevitably possesses 

also the complete indifference that will enable him to 

offer no resistance to the will of God when it is made 

known to him, whether God calls him to one state of 

life or another.”��������������������������� �

�Fr. Hans Urs von Balthasar, S.J.�

Hans Urs von Balthasar, S.J. �
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   Bristol All�Heart Hotline�

Mayor’s Office �

860�584�6253�

www.bristolct.gov�

�

If you are in need of social services or 

other support during this Coronavirus public health 

emergency, the City of Bristol is here to help. �

The hotline is for residents who are confined to their 

home, the disabled, those who are elderly and at risk 

if they go to the grocery store or to pick up a 

prescription, people with transportation issues, 

families who can’t reach the School Food 

Distribution Sites, and other situations. �

Call and leave a message with your name, phone 

number (email if applicable) and your specific need. 

A volunteer who has been screened by the Mayor’s 

Office will be matched with you to assist you with 

your request.�

�

St. Matthew’s Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who          

continue to make their weekly contribution to                      

St. Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners.�

�

For your contributions please note that you can . . .�� �

�

1)� �

�

2) �

�

�

3) �

�

Thank you very much for your faithful support during 

this difficult time!�

�

�

�

�

     Now Extended �

     Through May 31�

�

�

TAN Books, a Catholic publisher based in North Carolina, 

has graciously offered to supply us with a host of books to 

keep our Faith strong and engaged during this difficult time 

at a�discounted rate of�30% off.�

Additionally,�30% of all sales from parishioners will be 

sent back to our parish as a donation.�

Simply go to their website,�www.tanbooks.com, and use 

the code � MATT06011 at checkout to receive the 

discount.�This is a way to make a donation to our parish 

and receive something of great spiritual value in return.��

�

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2020 * Growing in Faith, Giving in Love�

�

Thank you to the 300 parish families who have made a gift or pledge commitment to the 2020 Archbishop’s 

Annual Appeal. Our parish has already raised  $ 66,360.00 out of our initial goal of $92,000 . If you have not 

yet had the opportunity, please consider prayerfully supporting the many Good Works of the Archdiocese. 

Every gift will be gratefully received and sincerely appreciated.�

Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�

Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the 

rectory office entrance.�

Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click the online        

giving button.� Use code:� 2960.�



�

�

FIRST READING:  Acts 2:38�

�

“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his 

voice, and proclaimed: “Let the whole house of Israel 

know for certain that God has made both Lord and 

Christ,�

this Jesus whom you crucified.”�

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart,�

and they asked Peter and the other apostles, “What are 

we to do, my brothers?”�

Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every 

one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift 

of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is made to you and 

to your children and to all those far off, whomever the 

Lord our God will call.”�

He testified with many other arguments, and was 

exhorting them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 

generation.” Those who accepted his message were 

baptized, and about three thousand persons were 

added that day. “�

�

PSALM: Ps 23:1�

�

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall 

want. �

�

SECOND READING: 1Pt 2:24�

�

“Beloved: If you are patient when you suffer for 

doing what is good, this is a grace before God.�

For to this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example that you 

should follow in his footsteps. He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.�

When he was insulted, he returned no insult;�

when he suffered, he did not threaten;�

instead, he handed himself over to the one who judges 

justly. He himself bore our sins in his body upon the 

cross, so that, free from sin, we might live for 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.�

For you had gone astray like sheep, but you have now 

returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.”�

�

�

GOSPEL: Jn 10:9�

�

“Jesus said: “Amen, amen, I say to you,�

whoever does not enter a sheepfold through the gate�

but climbs over elsewhere is a thief and a robber.�

But whoever enters through the gate is the shepherd 

of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens it for him, and the 

sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out.�

When he has driven out all his own, he walks ahead 

of them, and the sheep follow him, because they 

recognize his voice. But they will not follow a 

stranger; they will run away from him, because they 

do not recognize the voice of strangers.” Although 

Jesus used this figure of speech, the Pharisees did not 

realize what he was trying to tell them. �

So Jesus said again, “Amen, amen, I say to you,�

I am the gate for the sheep. All who came before me 

are thieves and 

robbers, but the 

sheep did not 

listen to them. I 

am the gate. 

Whoever enters 

through me will 

be saved, and will 

come in and go 

out and find 

pasture. A thief 

comes only to steal and slaughter and destroy; I came 

so that they might have life and have it more 

abundantly.” �
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�

In response to the Lord's instruction to, "Pray the 

Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his 

harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2), we pray: For young men 

and women, that God may give them the gift of 

understanding to discern if God is calling them to 

serve as priests or religious for the salvation of souls.  

May they receive the gift of courage to respond and 

know the joy of fulfilling God’s will. �

Contact Fr. Michael Casey, Director of Vocations, 

Pastoral Center � (860) 761� 7456, email � 

vocations@ahoct.org or visit the website 

hartfordpriest.com. �

Sunday, May 3

rd

, 2020 �



�

�

�

�

�

Saturday  May 2nd�

�

† Leenora Oliver (18th anniversary) her daughters: Alison, 

Amanda and Amy and husband, Gordon�

� �

Sunday  May 3rd�

� �

† Jeffrey Merrow by Frank and Kassie Seiber�

�

Monday  May 4th�

�

† Stella Arpin and family by Stella Arpin �

�

Tuesday  May 5th�

�

† Gilman DuBois by Bakaysa Family �

�

Wednesday  May 6th�

�

† Donna Dube by her husband, Jude Dube �

�

Thursday  May 7th�

�

 † Irene Simpson by her neighbor, Aline �

� �

Friday  May 8th�

�

 † Elizabeth Brown Dumais (Mothers Day Remembrance) 

by by her babies, Reagan and Quinn �

�

Saturday  May 9th�

�

† Ralph Lostocco (10th anniversary) by wife and family �

�

Sunday  May 10th�

�

All living and deceased mothers of St. Matthew Parish �

�

�

�

�

May 3 � May 9�

�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of �

St. Joseph   is lit as a prayerful vigil to �

Gilman DuBois by his the Bakaysa Family�

Mass will be celebrated every day for the daily 

intentions already booked and for those suffering 

from the coronavirus.�

�

�

PRAYER AGAINST THE PLAGUE�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Jesus of Nazareth, look upon the tribulations that have sur-

rounded us on every side.  I beg You with all my heart, 

contrite and humble and in the spirit of humility, to hear 

me about this tribulation.�

�

I invoke You and call out to You, Alpha and Omega, Jesus 

Christ, Lord of all believers and all creatures, that just as 

You took on true flesh from Blessed Mary, so truly we 

might receive healing and strength from You.  Amen.�

�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you are interested in having the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, 

please, call the parish office during business 

hours.  The prayer list is updated weekly.�

�

�

Chelsea Rivard,  Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, �

Rita Lagasse, Ann Conroy,  Kim Romano,  �

Blanche Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli , Donald Theriault , 

Scott Shoneck, Joseph St. John, Jacqueline Young,  

Barbara Birkett, Lawrence DeSimone,                      

Jonathan Norman, Billy Sokoloski, Grace Sanseverino, �

Sherry Gilette, Scott Giblin, Eloise Rush, Reno Lausier, 

Michelle LaFrance, Rolland Lamothe,  Doris Lamothe, 

Patricia Lamothe, Ruth Barto,  Heather Knight ,               

Deborah Bachman, Pat O’Rouke and Rob Despault.�

Until we return and celebrate the 

 Eucharist together . . .  
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.
MICHELE’S

BARBER/Styling
860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

815 Pine St.   Bristol, CT

 860-584-8687
www.whizkidsdaycare.com

gujjwk@snet.net | Since 1987

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Contact Bob Dahill to place an ad today! 
bdahill@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6438 

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

Compliments of
D’Amato Construction

Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

St James Cemetery
Naugatuck

203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

RESTAURANT
CATERING
860-747-0566

1248 Queen St.
The St. Pierre Family

VARASCONI’S SCHOOL
OF SELF DEFENSE
Branch of Hamzy’s

142 Main St., Bristol

860-584-8183
Karate • Ju-Jitsu • aiKido

Teaching Discipline anD RespecT

THE BEST IN MARTIAL ARTS!

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689
101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689
Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732
E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

Bailey Funeral 
Home

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062

860-747-2295
Blaire L. Bouchard

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

Follow us on Facebook

Harvest Bakery
84 Farmington Ave. 
860-589-8800

Cakes for all occasions...
Bridal Showers, Weddings, Baby Showers, 

Birthdays and everything in between

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100


