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Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint Ma�hew. 

Whether you are celebra�ng with us for the first 

�me, visi�ng our community or have decided to 

make this your parish home, the Saint Ma�hew �

parish family welcomes you!�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

Deacon James P. McCluskey�

Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

�

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the Rite 

of Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament of 

Marriage and the Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing of 

the Sick) please contact the Parish Office or go to 

our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Helen Treacy, Principal �

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�1833�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY�

Spencer Malley, Director of Music�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

During the coronavirus pandemic St. Ma*hew's 

will remain open for prayer during the usual 

daily hours.�

Confessions: Publicly scheduled Confessions are 

suspended un-l further no-ce.�

LIVE STREAM MASSES ONLY 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Go to:  www.stmatthewrcc.com.  

Click on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UC45F-kofxl70s27ZOcz_hog 

 

OR 

 

St. Matthew’s Facebook:  https://

www.facebook.com/St-Matthew-Catholic-Church-

Forestville-CT-121109094566837/ 

*You do not need to be a Facebook subscriber to access 

the live stream  

Happy Mothers’ Day! 

�

The Ascension �

of the Lord�

 Thursday, May 21

st

 �



�

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you.  And 

behold, I am with you always, until the end of the 

age” (Matthew 28:19�20).  �

Make disciples of all nations?  These ordinary 

men are going to do that?  “To all nations?”  But 

that means everywhere!  Perhaps if they had known 

of Mount Everest’s existence at the time, the 

disciples might have felt as if the world’s highest 

mountain was now looming before them!  Here are 

the Eleven, including some who had “doubted” 

Jesus, to be sent out to convert the whole world to 

Jesus Christ ( Matthew 28:17).  How could they 

possibly be ready?  �

They would be�with childlike faith and 

trust; in fact, the same faith and trust in God that 

enabled St. Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles�and 

therefore to “all the nations”�to write to the 

Galatians:  “I have been crucified with Christ; yet 

I live no longer I, but Christ lives in me; insofar as 

I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of 

God Who has loved me and given Himself up for 

me” (Galatians 2:20).  So complete was St. Paul’s 

conversion that from then on he was going to “live 

by faith.”  Is this not the great faith and trust in Him 

that Jesus sought and often exulted in whenever He 

found it all during His public ministry?  �

One can only wonder what went through the 

minds of the 

disciples as 

they watched 

Jesus ascend 

out of sight.  In 

Luke’s gospel 

we’re told 

“they returned 

to Jerusalem 

with great joy, 

and were continually in the temple blessing 

God” (Luke 24:52�53).  Indeed, as St. Augustine 

entitled his classic work, Jesus returned to the City of 

God and the Apostles returned to the city of men.  

The disciples resumed their daily lives in their mortal 

flesh, and Jesus ascended in now glorified human 

flesh to present to the Father humanity redeemed.  

And that was the disciples’ mission:  through Christ 

and by the grace of the Holy Spirit given to them at 

Pentecost, they would bring all people to the 

Heavenly City by proclaiming the Good News of our 

redemption.�

So while the schoolchildren may not set foot 

anytime soon in the Himalayas, the Lord wants us all 

to walk and live forever in the immensity of the 

Kingdom, where a Mount Everest is but a grain of 

sand under the feet of the blessed.  �

�

Last year on Ascension Thursday the St. 

Matthew schoolchildren gathered in church for Mass.  

Since the gospel for the feast day proclaimed that the 

“eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 

to which Jesus had ordered them,” I wanted the 

children to think of a mountain, in fact, the highest 

mountain in the world (Mt 28:16).  So I asked, “How 

many of you are ready, right now, to climb to the top 

of Mount Everest?”  �

I should have known better. Virtually all their 

hands instantly shot up.  That wasn’t what I 

expected.  Did they think I was announcing an end of 

school year field trip, and that the bus to the airport 

was waiting for them in front of the church?  My 

mistake was that I was thinking like an adult.  I 

thought that they would just as quickly realize that 

they were not ready to climb Mount Everest; that 

they didn’t have the proper shoes or heavy coats or 

gloves or hats; that their parents had not yet signed 

the required permission slips.  In other words, to go 

and climb the highest mountain on earth, they had to 

be prepared.  Apparently this did faze them in the 

least. They were ready�right now!�

Such is the innocence of children. They are 

always ready to go on an adventure, trusting that no 

matter how impossible it may seem to adults, 

children are sure that everything will work out.  All 

that’s needed is faith and trust.�

We celebrate Ascension Thursday once a 

year.  Admittedly the Ascension is not anticipated 

with as much excitement as are Christmas or Easter.  

Yet after Jesus had risen from the dead on that “first 

day of the week,” and some weeks before He would 

make that final climb up a mountain with the 

disciples, it’s very clear that He looked forward with 

great anticipation to the Ascension (Matthew 28:1).  

Remember on Easter morning when suddenly Mary 

Magdalene realizes it’s the Lord and throws herself 

at His feet?  Jesus says to her, “Do not hold me, for 

I have not yet ascended to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God” (John 20:17).  

Jesus no sooner changed the world forever when He 

walked out of the tomb, that He was already looking 

forward to go still further and return to the summit of 

all summits�the Heavenly Kingdom.�

Moreover, just before He ascends recall how 

Jesus enlists the youthful energy and joy of His 

Apostles.  He doesn’t ask them if they’re ready (as I 

did the schoolchildren).  Jesus simply tells them 

where they are going and what they are going to do: 

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father,  and of �



�

6

TH 

SUNDAY OF EASTER�

�

�

First Reading: Acts 8:5�8, 14�17�

�

“Philip went down to the city of Samaria and 

proclaimed the Christ to them. With one accord, the 

crowds paid attention to what was said by Philip 

when they heard it and saw the signs he was doing. 

For unclean spirits, crying out in a loud voice, came 

out of many possessed people, and many paralyzed or 

crippled people were cured. �

There was great joy in that city. Now when the 

apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted 

the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, who 

went down and prayed for them, that they might 

receive the Holy Spirit, for it had not yet fallen upon 

any of them; they had only been baptized in the name 

of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands on them and 

they received the Holy Spirit.” �

�

Psalm: Ps 66�

�

�“Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.” �

�

Second Reading: 1Pt 3:15�18�

�

“Beloved: Sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts. 

Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone 

who asks you for a reason for your hope, but do it 

with gentleness and reverence, keeping your 

conscience clear, so that, when you are maligned,�

those who defame your good conduct in Christ may 

themselves be put to shame. For it is better to suffer 

for doing good, if that be the will of God, than for 

doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once, the 

righteous for the sake of the unrighteous, that he 

might lead you to God. Put to death in the flesh, he 

was brought to life in the Spirit..”�

�

�

Gospel: Jn 14:15�21�

�

�

“Jesus said to his disciples:�

‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate to be with you always, the Spirit of 

truth, whom the world cannot accept,�

because it neither sees nor knows him. But you know 

him, because he remains with you, and will be in you. 

I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. In a 

little while the world will no longer see me, but you 

will see me, because I live and you will live. On that 

day you will realize that I am in my Father and you 

are in me and I in you. Whoever has my 

commandments and observes them is the one who 

loves me. And whoever loves me will be loved by my 

Father, and I will love him and reveal myself to 

him.’” �

�

… just in case you forgot... 

�

“Certainly, many people go to 

Mass or other devotions, 

doing and saying things out 

of habit or reverence and not 

really understanding the 

reasons behind some of these 

things. But everything we do 

has a meaning or purpose that helps us to worship better, 

proclaim our beliefs, or focus the attention of the people 

on something that has a greater importance or 

significance. A review of the meaning of various 

gestures and practices can help us have a deeper 

appreciation for what we do.�

“There is a little prayer that goes with the three crosses 

before the Gospel: “May the words of the Holy Gospel 

be on my mind, on my lips and in my heart.” In 

standing to hear the Gospel, we acknowledge that Jesus 

is present, and the words of the Gospel are addressed to 

us. All of the gestures and special postures we adopt 

before the  Gospel are intended to help us prepare for 

hearing the Word as well as act on it. The incense, the 

Alleluia, and the special dialogue and announcement that 

introduces the Gospel help us focus our attention on the 

Good News we are about to hear. The three signs of the 

cross show our desire and good intention to hear and live 

the Gospel.”�

� �                   �Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS�

     “I have been going to Mass for years and have 

always wondered: why do we make the three signs 

of the cross before the gospel?”�

 �

�

�

“It was only after forty days of appearing to His 

disciples that Jesus completed the sacrifice of 

Calvary by ascending into Heaven, fulfilling both the 

Day of Atonement sacrifices in particular and in the 

Old covenant in general: “For Christ has entered 

not into a sanctuary made with hands, a copy of 

the true one, but into Heaven itself, now to appear 

in the presence of God on our behalf” (Hebrews 

8:13; 9:23�24). �

�

In summary, without Christ's Ascension and His 

associated Offering in the heavenly sanctuary, there 

would be no fulfillment of the Day of Atonement 

sacrifices in the Old Covenant, and no completion of 

the Sacrifice begun on Calvary.”����Thomas J. Nash, 

Worthy is the Lamb�



�

The Catholic Church 

has a long tradition of 

offering Masses for 

prayer intentions and for 

the souls of the faithful 

departed. Many people 

offer Mass intentions for 

the repose of the souls of 

oved ones, but it’s also 

common to request a Mass in thanksgiving  for 

health and blessing or special intentions. Intentions 

can even be offered for someone on their birthday, 

anniversary, or wedding day. Whatever your 

intentions please call the rectory office.�

Please note:  The suggested Mass offering is $20 

for each daily and weekend Mass.  �

�

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS MAY BE MADE 

IN�ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS:�

�

1)� Visit the Parish Office �

2)� By Mail:120 Church Ave., Forestville, CT 

06011�

3)� By phone: 860�583�1833�

4)� By our webpage:�www.stmatthewrcc.com                 

(credit card only)   �

�

TO MAKE A MASS INTENTION PAYMENT�

�

1) Credit card �  via Blue Pay�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

2) Cash �

Bring your cash payment to the Rectory Office at            

120 Church Ave., Forestville, during regular 

business hours�

�

3) Check�

Make your check payable to "St. Matthew 

Church" and mail to the Parish Office at 120 

Church Ave., Forestville, CT 06011�

�

4) Sunday Mass �

Drop the payment in an envelope marked "Mass 

Intentions" into the collection basket or through 

the rectory porch drop�off window.�

�

Any questions please call the Rectory Office at 

(860) 583�1833 and talk to our parish secretary 

who will be happy to help you to schedule your 

Mass intentions.�

Archdiocese of Hartford                                 

Office of Safe Environment�

134 Farmington Avenue�

Hartford, CT  06105�

��

��

�HOW TO REPORT AN INCIDENT                      

�              OF SEXUAL ABUSE TO THE                                

�             ARCHDICESE OF HARTFORD�

�

If you have knowledge or suspect that a minor or                  

vulnerable adult (an adult with an intellectual 

disability) has been sexually abused, in any manner, 

by personnel of the Archdiocese of Hartford, you are 

urged to report this information to:�

�

Kathleen D. Nowosadko�

Victim Assistance Coordinator�

860�541�6475  *  sr.lahr@aohct.org�

�

�In addition, you will be asked to follow up in writing 

with a detailed description of the facts involved in the 

incident.  Specifics of this written report can be found 

in the Policies and Procedures of the Archdiocese of 

Hartford Relating to Allegations of Sexual Misconduct 

Involving Minors and Vulnerable Adults.                            

This document is also available online at 

www.archdioceseofhartford.org. The Archdiocese of     

Hartford will report any and all incidents to the proper 

civil authorities.�

�

Mandated reporters in the State of Connecticut are 

required by law to report any incident of sexual abuse 

involving a minor or vulnerable adult. We encourage 

any non�mandated persons to report such incidents to 

the proper  authorities as well. We support your right 

to do so. Incidents involving sexual abuse of minors 

(persons under the age of 18) should be reported to:�

�

State Department of Children and Families care�line            

1�800�842�2288�

Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults 

aged 18 � 59 should be reported to the:�

�

Abuse Investigations Division of the �

Office of Protection and Advocacy for Persons �

With Disabilities�

 1�800�842�7303�

�

Incidents involving sexual abuse of vulnerable adults 

aged 60 and over should be reported to:�

�

Department of Social Services for the Elderly                       

1�888�385�4225�

��

Once a written report of an 

incident of sexual abuse of a 

minor or vulnerable adult has 

been received, an investigation 

will be undertaken by, or on 

behalf of, the  Archdiocese of 

Hartford.�



�

St. Matthew’s Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who          

continue to make their weekly contribution to                      

St. Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners.�

�

For your contributions please note that you can . . .�� �

�

1)� �

�

2) �

�

�

3) �

�

Thank you very much for your faithful support during 

this difficult time!�

�

�

�

�

     Now Extended �

     Through May 31�

�

�

TAN Books, a Catholic publisher based in North Carolina, 

has graciously offered to supply us with a host of books to 

keep our Faith strong and engaged during this difficult time 

at a�discounted rate of�30% off.�

Additionally,�30% of all sales from parishioners will be 

sent back to our parish as a donation.�

Simply go to their website,�www.tanbooks.com, and use 

the code � MATT06011 at checkout to receive the 

discount.�This is a way to make a donation to our parish 

and receive something of great spiritual value in return.��

�

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2020 * Growing in Faith, Giving in Love�

�

Thank you to the 332 parish families who have made a gift or pledge commitment to the 2020 Archbishop’s 

Annual Appeal. Our parish has already raised  $ 71,250 out of our initial goal of $92,000 . If you have not 

yet had the opportunity, please consider prayerfully supporting the many Good Works of the Archdiocese. 

Every gift will be gratefully received and sincerely appreciated.�

Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�

Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the 

rectory office entrance.�

Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click the online        

giving button.� Use code:� 2960.�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Next week, our special collection supports the Catho-

lic Communication Campaign. This campaign con-

nects people with Christ in the United States and in 

developing countries around the world through the In-

ternet, television, radio, and print media. Fully�50% of 

the money collected remains here in the Archdiocese 

of Hartford to fund local communications efforts. 

Your support helps spread the Gospel message! To 

learn more, visit www.usccb.org/ccc.�



Saturday  May 16th�

�

 †  Merinda DePaolo and family by Coppola family�

�

Sunday  May 17th�

�

† Jeffrey Merrow by his wife, Nancy �

�

�

Monday  May 18th�

�

† George Pahl by his children�

�

�

Tuesday  May 19th�

�

† Ferdinando D'Amico by his wife and daughters�

�

�

Wednesday  May 20th�

�

† Bernard Kozikowski (birthday remembrance) by Mary, 

Maryann and David�

�

�

Thursday  May 21st�

�

† George and Mary Gagnon by Barbara�

�

� �

Friday  May 22th�

�

† John Grabelski by family�

�

�

Saturday  May 23rd�

�

God's blessing for Sabina (Baptism anniversary)�

by Adam Serwinski�

�

�

Sunday  May 24th� �

�

† Bruce Alexander (birthday remembrance) by his wife, 

�

May 17� May 23�

�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of �

Blessed Mother is lit as a prayerful vigil 

for Lucy Petke by the Kristofolski Family�

�

�

PRAYER TO END THE PLAGUE�

�

�

Jesus of Nazareth, look upon the 

tribulations that have surrounded 

us on every side.  I beg You with 

all my heart, contrite and humble 

and in the spirit of humility, to 

hear me about this tribulation.�

�

I invoke You and call out to You, Alpha and Omega, Jesus 

Christ, Lord of all believers and all creatures, that just as 

You took on true flesh from Blessed Mary, so truly we 

might receive healing and strength from You.  Amen.�

�

�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you are interested in having the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, 

please, call the parish office during business 

hours.  The prayer list is updated weekly.�

�

�

Chelsea Rivard,  Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, �

Rita Lagasse, Ann Conroy,  Kim Romano,  �

Blanche Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli , Donald Theriault , 

Scott Shoneck, Joseph St. John, Jacqueline Young,  

Barbara Birkett, Lawrence DeSimone,                      

Jonathan Norman, Billy Sokoloski,                             

Grace Sanseverino, Sherry Gilette, Scott Giblin, 

Eloise Rush, Reno Lausier, Michelle LaFrance, 

Rolland Lamothe,  Doris Lamothe, Patricia Lamothe, 

Ruth Barto,  Heather Knight , Deborah Bachman,    

Pat O’Rouke and Rob Despault.�

Until we return and celebrate the 

 Eucharist together . . .  
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.
MICHELE’S

BARBER/Styling
860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

815 Pine St.   Bristol, CT

 860-584-8687
www.whizkidsdaycare.com

gujjwk@snet.net | Since 1987

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Contact Bob Dahill to place an ad today! 
bdahill@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6438 

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

Compliments of
D’Amato Construction

Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

St James Cemetery
Naugatuck

203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

RESTAURANT
CATERING
860-747-0566

1248 Queen St.
The St. Pierre Family

VARASCONI’S SCHOOL
OF SELF DEFENSE
Branch of Hamzy’s

142 Main St., Bristol

860-584-8183
Karate • Ju-Jitsu • aiKido

Teaching Discipline anD RespecT

THE BEST IN MARTIAL ARTS!

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689
101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689
Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732
E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

Bailey Funeral 
Home

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062

860-747-2295
Blaire L. Bouchard

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

Follow us on Facebook

Harvest Bakery
84 Farmington Ave. 
860-589-8800

Cakes for all occasions...
Bridal Showers, Weddings, Baby Showers, 

Birthdays and everything in between

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100


