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Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint Ma�hew. 

Whether you are celebra�ng with us for the first 

�me, visi�ng our community or have decided to 

make this your parish home, the Saint Ma�hew �

parish family welcomes you!�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

Deacon James P. McCluskey�

Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

�

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the Rite 

of Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament of 

Marriage and the Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing of 

the Sick) please contact the Parish Office or go to 

our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Helen Treacy, Principal �

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�1833�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY�

Spencer Malley, Director of Music�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

During the coronavirus pandemic St. Ma*hew's 

will remain open for prayer during the usual 

daily hours.�

Confessions: Publicly scheduled Confessions are 

suspended un-l further no-ce.�

LIVE STREAM MASSES ONLY 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Go to:  www.stmatthewrcc.com.  

Click on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UC45F-kofxl70s27ZOcz_hog 

 

OR 

 

St. Matthew’s Facebook:  https://

www.facebook.com/St-Matthew-Catholic-Church-

Forestville-CT-121109094566837/ 

*You do not need to be a Facebook subscriber to access 

the live stream  

Happy Mothers’ Day! 

�

The Ascension �

of the Lord�

 Thursday, May 21

st

 �



little of God.  For months now, without the Mass 

and thus our weekly respite from the mundane, the 

world has pressed still further into our lives.  We 

have missed going to Mass when�however 

briefly�the transcendent experience of worship in 

the presence of Christ was communicated and 

celebrated in common.  Most importantly we have 

not be able to receive Jesus Who commanded us to 

“Do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19).  

Perhaps the words of Fr. Romano Guardini (1885�

1968) say it best, likening a 

kind of imposed 

“worldliness” to one�way 

respiration:  “Left to itself, 

life will always turn 

outward toward the 

multiplicity of things and 

events, and this natural 

inclination must be 

counterbalanced.  Consider 

for a moment the nature of 

respiration.  It has two 

directions: outward and 

inward.  Both are vital; 

each is part of the 

elementary function of life and neither is all of it. 

The living organism that only exhaled, or inhaled, 

would soon suffocate” (Meditations Before Mass).  

Does this not describe what we have been going 

through these past few months?  �

Of course most tragically of all, the virus has 

taken the lives of many thousands and sickened still 

thousands more; and it continues to “take” in ways 

that cannot be counted.  Without the Eucharist we 

have lost the center of our lives; for we have not 

been able to receive Him in Whom we “live and 

move and have our being” (Acts 17:28).  This is 

what our faith teaches:  “the liturgy is the summit 

toward which the activity of the Church is directed; 

it is also the fount from which all her power flows. 

For the goal of apostolic endeavor is that all who 

are made sons of God by faith and baptism should 

come together to praise God in the midst of his 

Church, to take part in the Sacrifice and to eat the 

Lord’s Supper” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, The 

Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, #10).  �

Therefore as we eagerly anticipate the 

resumption of public Masses, we should not miss 

this opportunity.  Whatever initial limitations may 

have to be met to attend Mass, when we receive 

Jesus in the Eucharist again, we can offer a deeply 

personal prayer of thanksgiving.  For the Eucharist 

is eukharistia�thanksgiving for the Lord’s gift of 

Himself for our salvation.  �

�

�

While we look forward to the opening of 

churches again for public Masses, perhaps we can 

reflect on what and Whom we have missed.  For 

this has been not only a health and economic crisis 

but also a spiritual one.  With the cancellation of 

public Masses we have missed the Real Presence of 

Jesus in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  After the 

attack on 9�11, people were still able to come 

together in worship.  However this virus attack has 

actually prevented human beings from acting on 

their natural desire to congregate as a family of 

believers and pray.  And for Catholics the 

suspension has been all the more acute because we 

believe the Lord calls us to receive Him.  From our 

Baptism when parents and godparents joined in 

pray that the newly baptized would soon “share in 

the banquet of Christ’s sacrifice,” to the end of our 

lives when we are called upon to receive Viaticum 

or “food for the journey,” our faith�life is centered 

upon Jesus in the Eucharist.  For the Lord’s Body 

and Blood is His promise unto eternal life, the very 

foretaste of Heaven.  He came to give Himself to 

us.  Therefore, because of legitimate public health 

concerns, to have been prevented from celebrating 

and receiving Holy Communion has left Catholics 

without God’s most precious gift to us:  Jesus in the 

Eucharist.�

So we pray this sacramental “drought” will 

soon end.  It has certainly taken a toll�a spiritual 

toll�on all of us.  Soon after the moratorium 

began, one woman in tears told me that the 

Eucharist was only thing that sustained her as she 

struggled to bring her husband to his weekly cancer 

treatments.  She felt lonely and afraid, and said that 

without the Mass she wasn’t sure how she was 

going to make it.   �

All priests can tell similar stories.  People 

who, because of the crisis, have yet shown great 

faith in and love for the Mass.  For it’s one thing to 

be concerned about supermarkets running out of 

this or that, and quite another to have such great 

faith that one actually suffers when unable to 

receive the Bread from Heaven.  In fact, soon after 

public Masses were halted, and before funerals 

were also cancelled, some people would come to 

the funeral who did not know the deceased but 

attended if only to receive Holy Communion.�

This crisis and these experiences should help 

us to reflect.  For in the midst of everything going 

on in the world today, we now realize that 

whenever there is too much of the world there is too �
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�

First Reading  Acts 1:12�14�

�

“After Jesus had been taken up to heaven the apostles�

returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, 

which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey 

away. When they entered the city they went to the 

upper room where they were staying, Peter and John 

and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, 

Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James.�

All these devoted themselves with one accord to 

prayer, together with some women, and Mary the 

mother of Jesus, and his brothers.”�

�

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 27:1, 4, 7�8�

�

“I believe that I shall see the good things of the Lord 

in the land of the living.”�

�

Second Reading  1 Pt 4:13�16�

�

“Beloved: Rejoice to the extent that you share in the 

sufferings of Christ, so that when his glory is revealed�

you may also rejoice exultantly. If you are insulted for 

the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of 

glory and of God rests upon you. But let no one 

among you be made to suffer as a murderer, a thief, 

an evildoer, or as an intriguer. But whoever is made to 

suffer as a Christian should not be ashamed but 

glorify God because of the name.”�

�

Gospel  Jn 17:1�11A�

�

“Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the 

hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that your 

son may glorify you, just as you gave him authority 

over all people, so that your son may give eternal life 

to all you gave him. Now this is eternal life, that they 

should know you, the only true God,�

and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. I glorified 

you on earth by accomplishing the work that you gave 

me to do. Now glorify me, Father, with you,�

with the glory that I had with you before the world 

began. ‘I revealed your name to those whom you gave 

me out of the world. They belonged to you, and you 

gave them to me, and they have kept your word.�

Now they know that everything you gave me is from 

you, because the words you gave to me I have given 

to them, and they accepted them and truly understood 

that I came from you, and they have believed that you 

sent me. I pray for them.�

I do not pray for the world but for the ones you have 

given me, because they are yours, and everything of 

mine is yours and everything of yours is mine, and I 

have been glorified in them.�

And now I will no longer be in the world, but they are 

in the world, while I am coming to you.’”�

�

 P����� ��� M�
����� D�� �

(M�� 25, 2020)�

�

God of power and mercy,�

you destroy war and put down earthly pride.�

Banish violence from our midst and wipe away our 

tears, that we may all deserve to be called your sons�

and daughters.�

Keep in your mercy those men and women�

who have died in the cause of freedom�

and bring them safely�

into your kingdom of justice and peace.�

We ask this through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.�

�

�Catholic 

Household Blessings 

and Prayers�

 

(letter home, Second Lieutenant Peter Sutton, 

Sept. 3, 1939)�

 

“By the way, just in case I depart this life 

during the coming war you can be quite 

sure that I shall die in a state of grace. �

�

That, after all, is the only thing that mat-

ters. �

Whether one dies now or in 50 years time 

doesn't matter a jot. �

�

Compared to Eternity, Life is too short to 

worry about leaving it.  So should any-

thing happen please don't worry or be sad. �

�

Really I shall be much better off than 

you!!”�

� � �  �



�

�

Dear Parishioners,�

�

Please remember the Parish 

Office is still open daily from 

9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. If you 

would like to schedule a 

Mass intention please do so 

by calling the Office (860�583�1833). For other mat-

ters we will be happy to schedule an appointment. 

Please be healthy and safe!�

�

The Catholic Church 

has a long tradition of 

offering Masses for 

prayer intentions and for 

the souls of the faithful 

departed. Many people 

offer Mass intentions for 

the repose of the souls of 

oved ones, but it’s also 

common to request a Mass in thanksgiving  for 

health and blessing or special intentions. Intentions 

can even be offered for someone on their birthday, 

anniversary, or wedding day. Whatever your 

intentions please call the rectory office.�

Please note:  The suggested Mass offering is $20 

for each daily and weekend Mass.  �

�

MASS INTENTION REQUESTS MAY BE MADE 

IN�ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING WAYS:�

�

1)� Visit the Parish Office �

2)� By Mail:120 Church Ave., Forestville, CT 

06011�

3)� By phone: 860�583�1833�

4)� By our webpage:�www.stmatthewrcc.com                 

(credit card only)   �

�

TO MAKE A MASS INTENTION PAYMENT�

�

1) Credit card �  via Blue Pay�

�

�

�

�

�

�

��

2) Cash �

Bring your cash payment to the Rectory Office at            

120 Church Ave., Forestville, during regular 

business hours�

�

3) Check�

Make your check payable to "St. Matthew 

Church" and mail to the Parish Office at 120 

Church Ave., Forestville, CT 06011�

�

4) Sunday Mass �

Drop the payment in an envelope marked "Mass 

Intentions" into the collection basket or through 

the rectory porch drop�off window.�

�

Any questions please call the Rectory Office at 

(860) 583�1833 and talk to our parish secretary 

who will be happy to help you to schedule your 

Mass intentions.�

“If you love me you will 

keep my commandments 

… and my Father will 

love you and will come 

to you.” The Lord shows 

the way, just ask Him. If 

you have asked and are discerning a vocation, 

contact Fr. Michael Casey, Director of Vocations, 

Pastoral Center (860) 761�7456 or email:                         

vocations@ahoct.org or visit the website 

hartfordpriest.com. �

The parish Family of St. Matthew expresses its 

deepest sympathy and prayerful support to the 

families of : �

�

Roger J. Cote, Jr., Hugh O'Neill , Laurette Baron , 

Joseph Malena , �Raymond Beaucar , �

Apolonia C. Grabelski , Irene Roy , Ann Ceneviva  

and Ronald Collins.�

�

† May their souls rest in peace † �

�

Live Stream Mass �

in honor of our Veterans�

Monday, May 25

th

 at 10:00 a.m.�

�

Participate live through Facebook. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Please don’t come to church during this time.�



�

St. Matthew’s Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who          

continue to make their weekly contribution to                      

St. Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners.�

�

For your contributions please note that you can . . .�� �

�

1)� �

�

2) �

�

�

3) �

�

Thank you very much for your faithful support during 

this difficult time!�

�

�

�

�

     Now Extended �

     Through May 31�

�

�

TAN Books, a Catholic publisher based in North 

Carolina, has graciously offered to supply us with a host 

of books to keep our Faith strong and engaged during 

this difficult time at a�discounted rate of�30% off.�

Additionally,�30% of all sales from parishioners will be 

sent back to our parish as a donation.�

Simply go to their website,�www.tanbooks.com, and use 

the code � MATT06011 at checkout to receive the 

discount.�This is a way to make a donation to our parish 

and receive something of great spiritual value in return.��

�

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2020 * Growing in Faith, Giving in Love�

�

Thank you to the 347 parish families who have made a gift or pledge commitment to the 2020 Archbishop’s 

Annual Appeal. Our parish has already raised  $ 74,820 out of our initial goal of $92,000 . If you have not 

yet had the opportunity, please consider prayerfully supporting the many Good Works of the Archdiocese. 

Every gift will be gratefully received and sincerely appreciated.�

Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�

Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the 

rectory office entrance.�

Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click the online        

giving button.� Use code:� 2960.�

�

Support Our�

Local Advertises�

�

Our advertises need 

your help during 

these difficult 

times!�

�

�

�

Please show your support for your parish by also 

supporting our advertises. We wouldn’t be able tp 

bring you our bulletin every week without them, and 

right now they need your help more then ever. Please 

encourage and remind others to show their support 

and shop local during these hard times!�



�

�

�

�

Saturday  May 23rd�

�

God's blessing for Sabina (Baptism anniversary)�

by Adam Serwinski�

�

Sunday  May 24th� �

�

† Bruce Alexander (birthday remembrance) by his wife, 

Anne and family�

�

�

Monday  May 25th�

 �

† Hugh O'Neil by Ken and Mary Benoit�

�

Tuesday  May 26th�

�

† Henry and Irene Gasiewski by their daughter, �

Patricia Hollenbeck�

�

�

Wednesday  May 27th�

�

† Mollie and Joseph Broderick by their daughter, �

Pat Broderick�

�

Thursday  May 28th�

�

† Marilyn Webster Cyr by her parents, David and Nancy 

Webster �

�

Friday  May 29th�

�

† Lino and Josephine Dall'Aste by daughter in law,            

Patricia Hollenbeck �

�

Saturday  May 30th�

�

 † Robert Kirchgessner by Barbara Gagnon�

�

Sunday  May 31st�

�

 † Henry Fiamingo by his wife, Henrietta Fiamengo and 

family�

�

�

May 24� May 30�

�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of �

Blessed Mother is lit as a prayerful vigil 

for Sara Danilewicz (7th anniversary)�

by her family�

�

PRAYER TO END THE 

PLAGUE�

�

�

Jesus of Nazareth, look upon the 

tribulations that have surrounded 

us on every side.  I beg You with 

all my heart, contrite and humble and in the spirit of humil-

ity, to hear me about this tribulation.�

�

I invoke You and call out to You, Alpha and Omega, Jesus 

Christ, Lord of all believers and all creatures, that just as 

You took on true flesh from Blessed Mary, so truly we 

might receive healing and strength from You.  Amen.�

�

�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you are interested in having the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, 

please, call the parish office during business 

hours.  The prayer list is updated weekly.�

�

�

Chelsea Rivard,  Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, �

Rita Lagasse, Ann Conroy,  Kim Romano,  �

Blanche Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli , Donald Theriault , 

Ruth Barto and  David Murzin.�

Until we return and celebrate the 

 Eucharist together . . .  

The Parish Office will be closed on 

Monday, May 25, 2020 in observance 

of Memorial Day�
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.
MICHELE’S

BARBER/Styling
860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

815 Pine St.   Bristol, CT

 860-584-8687
www.whizkidsdaycare.com

gujjwk@snet.net | Since 1987

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Contact Bob Dahill to place an ad today! 
bdahill@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6438 

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

Compliments of
D’Amato Construction

Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

St James Cemetery
Naugatuck

203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

RESTAURANT
CATERING
860-747-0566

1248 Queen St.
The St. Pierre Family

VARASCONI’S SCHOOL
OF SELF DEFENSE
Branch of Hamzy’s

142 Main St., Bristol

860-584-8183
Karate • Ju-Jitsu • aiKido

Teaching Discipline anD RespecT

THE BEST IN MARTIAL ARTS!

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689
101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689
Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732
E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

Bailey Funeral 
Home

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062

860-747-2295
Blaire L. Bouchard

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

Follow us on Facebook

Harvest Bakery
84 Farmington Ave. 
860-589-8800

Cakes for all occasions...
Bridal Showers, Weddings, Baby Showers, 

Birthdays and everything in between

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100


