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In the Archdiocese of  Hartford �

May 26, 2020 �

�

As of Monday, June 8, 2020, parishes 

of the Archdiocese of Hartford can reopen for the pub-

lic celebration of weekday Masses only, provided that 

no more than a total of fifty (50) socially distanced 

persons are present at a given Mass in keeping with 

the limitation currently set by the civil authorities, and 

provided that a parish is in compliance with the direc-

tives in this document. . . . As for Sunday Mass, the 

dispensation from the Sunday obligation previously 

granted to all Catholics of the archdiocese by the 

Archbishop has now been extended through Sunday, 

September 6, 2020. This will remain in effect even 

when the public celebration of Sunday Mass resumes, 

hopefully in the very near future. . . . Current live 

streaming and videos of Mass (weekday and Sunday) 

should continue so that those who cannot attend will 

be able to participate and remain connected with the 

parish. �

Baptisms, Wedding Masses and Funeral Masses �

Also as of June 8, Baptisms, Weddings Masses and 

Funeral Masses can resume, but only if all the proce-

dures . . . for weekday Mass are applied appropriately 

to every aspect of these special celebrations.� �

Sacrament of Penance �

As of June 8 the ban on any publicly scheduled con-

fessions is lifted. However, at the discretion of the pas-

tor . . . the sacrament of Penance can be resumed, pro-

vided that the following procedures are observed: 

(procedures for publicly scheduled Confessions to be 

announced)�

 �

Happy Mothers’ Day! 

�

The Ascension �

of the Lord�

 Thursday, May 21

st

 �
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And so with Pentecost the Church was born.  As 

St. Augustine wrote, the Holy Spirit is the “soul of the 

Church.”  From Pentecost onward, the Church’s first 

missionaries, the Apostles, went forth to proclaim the 

gospel and to bring all people to a “re�birth” in Christ!  

It is a mission that continues today and until the last day 

when the Lord returns.  �

For more reading on the Holy 

Spirit, The Sanctifier, by 

Archbishop Luis M. Martinez 

(1881�1956) is highly 

recommended.  Archbishop 

Martinez was a philosopher, 

theologian, poet, and spiritual 

director.  He led the 

Archdiocese of Mexico City 

from 1937 to 1956 during the 

persecution of the Church by 

anticlerical government leaders.   During that time and 

for over seventy years the Catholic Church was 

outlawed.  Catholic schools, convents and monasteries 

were closed.  Mexicans could be imprisoned for simply 

wearing religious medals or saying “Adios” in public 

(“with God”).  To celebrate a public Mass was a crime 

punishable by hanging or firing squad.  In the midst of 

this nightmare Catholics of Mexico City were led by the 

good judgment and moral authority of Archbishop 

Martinez.  No doubt the Archbishop depended heavily 

upon the graces of the Holy Spirit to sustain him and the 

people he served.�

Archbishop Martinez wrote several books, but 

The Sanctifier is perhaps his best known.  An excerpt:  �

�

“The will of God is to reflect Himself in 

creatures; it is to communicate Himself to them; it is to 

fill them with His goodness and His happiness. The 

fulfillment of that will is His glory:  the end of all His 

works and the end of all His creatures. Their happiness 

consists in cooperating in its accomplishment. . . . �

“The world neither knows nor loves the will of 

God and despairs many times on account of it.  Souls 

beginning their spiritual journey already possess the 

Holy Spirit.  But since their love is imperfect, they 

receive the will of God with resignation, a mixture of 

joy and sorrow.  The Spirit has not yet attained 

complete possession of them, nor do they enjoy that 

entire harmony and fullness of peace that love brings, 

because all their inclinations have 

not yet been coordinated in the unity 

of love. . . .  �

 “Whenever we love, we are 

able to receive the inspirations of the 

Holy Spirit. Even in human love 

there is a spark of that prodigious 

privilege that divine love confers. 

Whenever we love, even with an 

earthly love we have intuitions of the 

thoughts and desires of the beloved 

that no science can supply.”�

�

Catholics celebrate Pentecost, the descent of the 

Holy Spirit upon the Apostles in the Upper Room, ten 

days after we celebrate Jesus’ ascension into Heaven or 

fifty days after His Resurrection.  In Jesus’ time the 

Jews also celebrated Pentecost; however their Pentecost 

marked the end of the “week of weeks” (7 days times 7) 

or fifty days after Passover, the anniversary of when 

Moses led Israel out of Egypt:  “And you shall count 

from the morrow after the Sabbath, from the day 

that you brought the sheaf of the wave offering; 

seven full weeks shall they be, counting fifty days to 

the morrow after the seventh Sabbath” (Leviticus 

23:15�16).�

For the Jews Pentecost also reminded them of 

their special status as God’s chosen people and the 

promise of His spirit:  “And I will put my spirit within 

you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be 

careful to observe my ordinances” (Ezekiel 36:27).  

Not until St. John the Baptist, the  last of the Old 

Testament prophets, did Israel hear of an even greater 

Pentecost to come; one that would distinguish John’s 

baptism from that of Jesus:  “I have baptized you with 

water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit” (Mark 1:8).  Thus John’s baptism also 

proclaimed Jesus’ promise of the Spirit to the disciples, 

“whom the Father will send in my name”  (John 

14:26).  �

For Christians, Pentecost is not only the 

celebration of the descent of the Holy Spirit but the 

continued fulfillment of God’s will that all people be 

saved.  This Jesus plainly tells His disciples in the 

Upper Room:  “But you shall receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria 

and to the end of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  �

Thus the sending of the Holy Spirit upon the 

early Church marks the completion of Jesus’ work on 

earth, which was to fulfill the Old Testament promises 

that the Christ would come and save us from our sins; 

and that God would continue His Presence among us in 

the Holy Spirit for our sanctification.  And when the 

Holy Spirit did in fact descend in flames upon the heads 

of the Apostles, it was just as Jesus had promised it 

would be:  “You are witnesses of these things.  And 

behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you; 

but stay in the city, until you are clothed with power 

from on high” (Luke 24:48�49).  �

Finally, the “miracle of the tongues” by which 

those who heard and understood the Apostles preach on 

Pentecost, is further evidence that the Holy Spirit was 

intended for all people (Acts 2:5�11).  Indeed the 

Apostles’ proclamation in faith is what would unite 

peoples no matter the language.  For in faith the   

community of believers would now form the Church, 

and would no longer be divided by mere language as at 

the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1�9).  �

Archbishop Luis M. Martinez�



�

Pentecost Sunday�

First Reading  Acts 2:1�11�

�

“When the time for Pentecost was fulfilled, they were 

all in one place together. And suddenly there came 

from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it 

filled the entire house in which they were. Then there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire, which parted and 

came to rest on each one of them.�

And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and 

began to speak in different tongues, as the Spirit 

enabled them to proclaim. Now there were devout 

Jews from every nation under heaven staying in 

Jerusalem. At this sound, they gathered in a large 

crowd, but they were confused because each one 

heard them speaking in his own language. They were 

astounded, and in amazement they asked, ‘Are not all 

these people who are speaking Galileans?�

Then how does each of us hear them in his native 

language? We are Parthians, Medes, and Elamites, 

inhabitants of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and 

the districts of Libya near Cyrene, as well as travelers 

from Rome, both Jews and converts to Judaism, 

Cretans and Arabs, yet we hear them speaking in our 

own tongues of the mighty acts of God.’”�

�

Responsorial Psalm Ps 104:1, 24, 29�30, 31, 34�

�

“Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of 

the earth.”�

�

Second Reading  1Cor 12:3b�7, 12�13�

�

“Brothers and sisters: No one can say, “Jesus is 

Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. There are different 

kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are 

different forms of service but the same Lord; there are 

different workings but the same God who produces all 

of them in everyone. To each individual the 

manifestation of the Spirit is given for some benefit. 

As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the 

parts of the body, though many, are one body, so also 

Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one 

body, whether Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons,�

and we were all given to drink of one Spirit.”�

�

�

Gospel  Jn 20:19�23�

�

On the evening of that first day of the week,�

when the doors were locked, where the disciples were, 

for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their 

midst and said to them, “Peace be with you.”�

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and 

his side. The disciples rejoiced when they saw the 

Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you.�

As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”�

And when he had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose sins 

you forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you 

retain are retained.” �

�

Congregation for the �

Causes of Saints�

Vatican City�

May 27, 2020�

�

On 26 May 2020, the Holy 

Father received in audience 

His Eminence Cardinal Angelo 

Becciu, prefect of the 

Congregation for the Causes of 

Saints. During the audience, 

the Supreme Pontiff authorized 

the same Congregation to promulgate the decrees 

relating to: the miracle attributed to the intercession of 

the Venerable Servant of God Michael McGivney, 

diocesan priest, founder of the Order of the Knights of 

Columbus; born on 12 August 1852 in Waterbury, 

United States of America, and died in Thomaston, 

United States of America, on 14 August 1890.�

Statement from Archbishop Leonard P. Blair �

following the Decree promulgating approval of a 

miracle attributed to the intercession of Fr. Michael J. 

McGivney, Priest of the Archdiocese of Harford and 

Founder of the Knights of Columbus, May 27, 2020.�

It is with great joy that I have received word of the 

decree of the Congregation of the Causes of Saints 

approved by Pope Francis on May 26 regarding a 

miracle attributed to the intercession of the Venerable 

Servant of God, Michael McGivney (1852�1890), a 

priest of the Archdiocese of Hartford and Founder of 

the Knights of Columbus. Having been born in 

Waterbury and having died in Thomaston, his whole 

life and ministry as a priest were devoted to the 

people of his home state of Connecticut, and as the 

Founder of the Knights of Columbus, his legacy of 

pastoral charity was destined to embrace our country 

and the world. We look forward to the joyful 

celebration of his beatification, so that venerating him 

as blessed in heaven, Fr. McGivney may, by his 

intercession, continue to accompany us on earth.�
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ST. MATTHEW SCHOOL�

�

REVERSE PARADE/and Food Drive�

�

Sunday, May 31, 2020�

�

11:00 am to 1:00 pm�

�

We would like to invite our school and parish families to join us for a Reverse Parade in the St. 

Matthew Church parking lot.  The St. Matthew School Faculty and Staff will be in the parking lot 

to greet our families.  �

�

We are asking families to please consider donating non�perishable food items for our Parish pan-

try.  There are families in need during this pandemic crisis.  There will be a dedicated area for 

non�perishable food drop off. We will have a volunteer take the items from your car, therefore, 

you do not have to get out of your car.  THANK YOU in advance!!�

�

Father John Dietrich will be blessing each family as they drive out by the front of the Church.  �

�

Parade Route�

�

Families are asked to begin at the Asbury Methodist Church parking lot at 90 Church Avenue 

where there will be a staging area for our families.  The caravan of family cars will then travel 

down Academy Street to the back entrance of our Church parking lot.  �

�

Thank you to our friends at Asbury Methodist Church and to Lt. Mark Morello of the Bristol Po-

lice Department who has worked with us to make this a safe and special occasion.�

�

�

We are looking forward to seeing our families �

and reconnecting with a wave and a prayer.�

�

If you would like to volunteer with the traffic flow or food collection stations,�

 please email the school.�

All social distancing protocols will be followed.�



�

St. Matthew’s Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who          

continue to make their weekly contribution to                      

St. Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners.�

�

For your contributions please note that you can . . .�� �

1)� �

�

2) �

�

�

3) �

�

�

�

�

�

Thank you very much for your 

faithful support during this difficult 

time!�

�

�

LIVE STREAM MASSES ONLY 

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

Go to:  www.stmatthewrcc.com.  

Click on YouTube:  https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UC45F-kofxl70s27ZOcz_hog 

 

OR 

 

St. Matthew’s Facebook:  https://

www.facebook.com/St-Matthew-Catholic-

Church-Forestville-CT-121109094566837/ 

 

*You do not need to be a Facebook subscriber to access 

the live stream  

Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�

Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the 

rectory office entrance.�

Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click the online        

giving button.� Use code:� 2960.�

Support Our Local Advertises�

Our advertises need your help during these difficult 

times!�

�

Please show your support for your parish by also 

supporting our advertises. We wouldn’t be able to 

bring you our bulletin every week without them, and 

right now they need your help more then ever. Please 

encourage and remind others to show their support 

Both tithing and stewardship are part of a spiritual 

way of life that call us to use all of our resources for 

the service of the Gospel. Everything we are and eve-

rything we have comes from God. Offering back to 

God what He has given us is part of how we worship 

and give thanks to God.�

�

Tithing is a practice of giving back 10 percent of what 

we earn. It comes from the Old English word for 

“ten”. The first Scriptural example of tithing came 

from Abraham who gave a tenth of his possessions to 

the priest Melchizedek. He did so as an act of thanks-

giving to God.�

�

Stewardship as a way of life call us to use well all that 

we have and all that we are, placing all things in ser-

vice of others and God. Stewardship help us see the 

good we can accomplish by making God and our spir-

itual life te most important values in our life. Whatev-

er we accumulate in this life stays here. We can’t take 

it with us! Both tithing and stewardship help us re-

member that nothing is mine or even ours … all be-

longs to God.�

� � � � � �     LPI�

Why do we do that?�

Tithing�

Vs.�

Stewardship�

 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE FOR ANYONE  

WHO SERVES  

ST. MATTHEW CHURCH!!  

�

The Archdiocese of Hartford requires all clergy, 

ministers (choir, lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion), parish volunteers, parish organ-

ization members and anyone, 18 years old and old-

er, who provides any service at all to the parish, to 

complete the VIRTUS training program, a back-

ground check, and return the completed back page 

of the 2016 Handbook to the Office of Religious 

Education.� �

The dates, times� for remote VIRTUS training can 

be found by going to VIRTUS.ORG� click on First 

Time Registrant and follow the directions. All reg-

istrations for the training must be made online. �

If you do not complete a VIRTUS Training Session 

then you are not in compliance with the Archdio-

cese of Hartford's regulations and can not partici-

pate in any ministry in our parish.� �

If you have any questions, please contact Maryann 

Wisniewski at the Religious Education Office:          

860 583 7806 ext. 2 or� mewdre@stmatthewrcc.com �
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�

�

�

Saturday  May 30th�

�

 † Robert Kirchgessner by Barbara Gagnon�

�

Sunday  May 31st�

�

 Fr. Pahl 10th anniversary of ordination�

�

† Henry Fiamingo by his wife, Henrietta Fiamengo and 

family�

�

Monday  June 1st�

 �

† Pauline Grabelski by Nancy Merrow �

�

Tuesday  June 2nd�

�

† Verna Paradis by Diane Hamalian �

�

Wednesday  June 3rd�

�

† Barbara O'Neill by her sister, Patricia Hollenbeck �

�

Thursday  June 4th�

�

†  Maria Loura (98th birthday remembrance) by Connie 

Ferreira and family �

�

Friday  June 5th�

�

†  Robert Dall'Aste by his wife, Patricia Hollenbeck �

�

Saturday  June 6th�

�

 † Mary Landino by D'Amico family�

�

Sunday  May 7th� �

�

† Vito J. Delfino (birthday remembrance) by his wife and 

daughters �

�

�

�

�

Mass will be celebrated every day for the daily 

intentions already booked and for those suffering 

from the coronavirus.�

�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you are interested in having the name of 

a loved one included in our prayer list, 

please, call the parish office during 

business hours.  The prayer list is updated 

weekly.�

�

�

Chelsea Rivard,  Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, �

Rita Lagasse, Ann Conroy,  Kim Romano,  �

Blanche Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli , Donald Theriault , 

Ruth Barto and  Daniel Murzin.�

 Come Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful and 

enkindle in them the fire of 

your love! Send forth 

workers into your 

vineyard. Some of our 

parishioners may choose to 

serve you by becoming priests, brothers or sisters. Is the 

Lord calling you or someone you know? If so, call Fr. 

Michael Casey, Director of Vocations, Pastoral Center, 

Tel. 860�761�7456, e�mail vocations@aohct.org or visit 

the web at www.hartfordpriest.com. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Compassionate and loving Father, �

In the face of confusion and concern�

impart to us the calm of Your presence.�

�

In You allow us to find hope and healing.�

�

Be with those who serve the sick and give them�

Your spirit pf wisdom.�

�

Be with those who have fallen ill and�

give them Your comforting heart.�

�

Wrap Your arms around our world�

and hold us in Your love.�

�

Allow us at this time of trial to then�

serve as instruments of that love�

to all we meet.�

�

We ask this in Your Name.�

Amen.�

�
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.
MICHELE’S

BARBER/Styling
860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

815 Pine St.   Bristol, CT

 860-584-8687
www.whizkidsdaycare.com

gujjwk@snet.net | Since 1987

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Contact Bob Dahill to place an ad today! 
bdahill@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6438 

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

Compliments of
D’Amato Construction

Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

St James Cemetery
Naugatuck

203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

RESTAURANT
CATERING
860-747-0566

1248 Queen St.
The St. Pierre Family

VARASCONI’S SCHOOL
OF SELF DEFENSE
Branch of Hamzy’s

142 Main St., Bristol

860-584-8183
Karate • Ju-Jitsu • aiKido

Teaching Discipline anD RespecT

THE BEST IN MARTIAL ARTS!

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689
101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689
Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732
E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

Bailey Funeral 
Home

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062

860-747-2295
Blaire L. Bouchard

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

Follow us on Facebook

Harvest Bakery
84 Farmington Ave. 
860-589-8800

Cakes for all occasions...
Bridal Showers, Weddings, Baby Showers, 

Birthdays and everything in between

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100


