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Saint 

Matthew 

Catholic Church�

�

Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint Ma�hew. 

Whether you are celebra�ng with us for the first �me, 

visi�ng our community or have decided to make this 

your parish home, the Saint Ma�hew  parish family wel-

comes you!�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

 Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Monday through Friday 7:30 AM�

Saturday: 8:30 AM�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession):   

Saturday 3:00�4:00 PM (* please remember to wear a 

mask) or by appointment. Call the Parish Office.�

�

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament of Marriage 

and the Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing of the Sick) 

please contact the Parish Office or go to our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Mrs. Helen Treacy, Principal �

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�7806�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY�

Spencer Malley, Director�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

�

120 Church Avenue • P.O. Box 9216, Forestville CT 

06011�9216�

Phone: 860�583�1833 • Fax: 860�582�6152�

Email: rectory@stma�hewrcc.com �

 Web: www.stma�hewrcc.com�

Office Hours: Monday through Friday: 9:00AM�4PM�

New Parishioner Registra-on:�

Census/Registra&on Forms at church entrance and �



turns spending time in 

Adoration before the Blessed 

Sacrament.  As Bishop Thuan 

recounts, in this way even 

Buddhist and other non�

Christian prisoners were 

eventually converted to the 

Catholic Faith. Bishop Thuan 

did this for thirteen years, 

during which he was often 

asked by the guards why he 

was always so happy.  The 

bishop would reply, 

“Because I have faith in 

God.” �

Bishop Thuan was finally released on 

November 21, 1988, the Feast of the Presentation of 

Mary.  In prison, the bishop often prayed:  "Mary, my 

Mother, if you know that I cannot be of any more use 

to the Church, grant me the grace to die here in 

prison and consummate my sacrifice. If you know that 

I can still be of use to the Church, grant me the grace 

of freedom on one of your feast days.”�

As we celebrate the Solemnity of the Body 

and Blood of Christ, Bishop Thuan’s prison 

experiences and his love for the Eucharist should 

inspire our own love for the Lord Jesus Who is the 

“living bread which came down from 

Heaven” (John 6:51).  For further reading, see Bishop 

Thuan’s Lenten retreat reflections that he preached 

before Pope St. John Paul II and the papal household 

in 2000 and later published, entitled Testimony of 

Hope.  Also recommended is The Road of Hope � A 

Gospel from Prison, which are Bishop Thuan’s notes 

that were smuggled out of prison during his captivity.  

Below are a few excerpts:�

“If you truly appreciate the value of the Mass, 

you will be present for its celebration no matter how 

far or difficult it may be to get to it. The greater the 

sacrifice involved, the more evident will be your love 

for God.�

 +  + +�

“The ‘Sunday Christian’ will be 

unable to reform today’s 

ritualistic world. To live the 

Eucharist daily and constantly is 

the secret of bringing God into the 

world and leading the world to 

Him.                                                                                                                         

�

+ + +�

“If you lack everything or find 

yourself bereft of all possessions 

but still have the Eucharist, you should not be 

concerned  In fact, you still have everything, because 

you have the Lord of Heaven here on earth with you.”�

�

    �

On April 23

rd

, 1974, a week before the 

communists’ victory in Vietnam, Pope Paul VI 

appointed Bishop Francis Xavier Nguyen Van 

Thuan as coadjutor Archbishop of Saigon.  This was 

not good news for the North Vietnamese.  The north 

already suspected Bishop Thuan for his close family 

ties with South Vietnamese President Diem, and so 

they labeled the Pope’s appointment a “conspiracy 

between the Vatican and the imperialists.”  When the 

new coadjutor Archbishop left for Saigon to assume 

his new position on May 8

th

, 1975, he was intercepted 

by communist officials who ordered him to return to 

his home diocese some 400 miles south.  When the 

bishop replied that he couldn’t because Pope Paul VI 

had already appointed him to Saigon, and that he now 

no longer had jurisdiction in his home diocese, he was 

arrested and eventually sentenced to thirteen years in 

prison.  �

Bishop Thuan was 48 years�old and a bishop 

for only eight years when he was arrested.  He would 

spend most of his sentence in solitary confinement.  

When he was finally released in 1988, people often 

asked him if during all that time whether he had been 

able to celebrate Mass?  His answer was always the 

same:  “Yes.”  Then they would ask, “How?  Where 

in prison did you get bread and wine?”  And Bishop 

Thuan would tell them. �

From prison Bishop Thuan was permitted to 

write letters home to ask for only such necessities as 

clothing and toothpaste.  While the bishop needed 

these things, he told the prison authorities that what he 

really needed was his “medication.”  So permission 

was granted and his parishioners back home sent him 

little cough syrup�sized bottles of sacramental wine 

labeled “medication for stomach pain.”  Within each 

package of “medication” the parishioners added some 

hosts broken into small pieces so as not raise 

suspicion.�

When the prison lights went out each night at 

9:30, the Bishop would lean over his wooden plank 

bunk and say Mass from memory.  He had to lay on 

his bunk, leaning over the floor, because if he stood 

up to celebrate he would have been found out by the 

guards.  �

During the Prayer of Consecration of the bread 

and wine, the bishop would form a “chalice” with one 

hand into which he placed three drops of wine and 

one drop of water.  Then, after he distributed 

Communion to his fellow prisoners and said the 

Closing Prayer�again, all from memory�he placed 

a fragment of the Host in a little paper cigarette bag 

and secured the Blessed Sacrament in a place within 

the cell.  Throughout the night prisoners would take �.�



�

St. Matthew’s Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who          

continue to make their weekly contribution to                      

St. Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners.�

�

For your contributions please note that you can . . .�� �

1)� �

�

2) �

�

�

3) �

�

�

�

�

�

�

Thank you very much for your faithful support during 

this difficult time!�

�

�

Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�

Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the 

rectory office entrance.�

Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click the online        

giving button.� Use code:� 2960.�

�

Reading: Dt 8:2�3, 14b�16a�

�

 “Moses said to the people: ‘Remember how for forty 

years now the LORD, your God, has directed all your 

journeying in the desert, so as to test you by affliction�

and find out whether or not it was your intention�

to keep his commandments. He therefore let you be 

afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna,�

a food unknown to you and your fathers, in order to 

show you that not by bread alone does one live,�

but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of 

the LORD. Do not forget the LORD, your God,�

who brought you out of the land of Egypt,�

that place of slavery; who guided you through the vast 

and terrible desert with its saraph serpents and 

scorpions, its parched and waterless ground; who 

brought forth water for you from the flinty rock�

and fed you in the desert with manna, a food 

unknown to your fathers.’"�

�

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 147:12�13,14�15,19�

20 �

�

“Praise the Lord, Jerusalem.”�

�

Reading: 1Cor 10:16�17�

�

“Brothers and sisters: The cup of blessing that we 

bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?�

The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the 

body of Christ? Because the loaf of bread is one,�

we, though many, are one body, for we all partake of 

the one loaf.”�

�

Gospel: Jn 6:51�58�

�

“Jesus said to the Jewish crowds: ‘I am the living 

bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this 

bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give�

is my flesh for the life of the world.’�

The Jews quarreled among themselves, saying,�

‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’�

Jesus said to them, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you,�

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink 

his blood, you do not have life within you.�

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood�

has eternal life, and I will raise him on the last day.�

For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink.�

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood�

remains in me and I in him. Just as the living Father 

sent me and I have life because of the Father, so also 

the one who feeds on me will have life because of me. 

This is the bread that came down from heaven. Unlike 

your ancestors who ate and still died, whoever eats 

this bread will live forever.’”�

Saturday  June 13th�

�

† Gregory Danilewicz by Greg and Kristen Vavrek and 

family and Steve and Elaine Bernier �

�

Sunday  May 14th� �

�

† Florence Doughty by Bonnie�Marie Doughty�Jenkins �

�

Monday  June 15th�

�

† William Parker by Lorraine Cote and family �

�

Tuesday  June 16th�

�

Pete Pelkey by Lisa Kulig �

�

Wednesday  June 17th�

�

† Maria Loura (11th anniversary) by Connie Ferreira �

and family �

 �

Thursday  June 18th�

�

† Bernard Kozikowski by Mary, Maryann and�

 David Kozikouski �

�

Friday  June 19th�

�

† Donald Long (30th anniversary) by by his wife, Rachel �

�

Saturday  May 20th�

�

† Newman Masse (first anniversary) by his wife �

and family �

�

Sunday  May 21st�

 �

† All living and deceased fathers of St. Matthew Parish �

�

�

�

�

Corpus Christi�



�

�

Tuesday, June 9, �

6:30 p.m. �

St. Matthew School �

8th Grade �

Class of 2020 �

�

Congratulations!�

May God bless and keep you �

always in His love.�
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.Roger B.
MICHELE’SMICHELE’S

BARBER/BARBER/StylingStyling
860-582-5087860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTSChildren • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pmTuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noonSaturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

815 Pine St.   Bristol, CT

 860-584-8687
www.whizkidsdaycare.com

gujjwk@snet.net | Since 1987

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Contact Bob Dahill to place an ad today! 
bdahill@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6438 

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

Compliments of

D’Amato Construction
Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

St James Cemetery
Naugatuck

203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

RESTAURANT
CATERING
860-747-0566

1248 Queen St.
The St. Pierre Family

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689

101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689

Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732

E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-2295

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

        Follow us on Facebook

Harvest Bakery
84 Farmington Ave. 
860-589-8800

Cakes for all occasions...
Bridal Showers, Weddings, Baby Showers, 

Birthdays and everything in between

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100


