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Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint Ma�hew. 

Whether you are celebra�ng with us for the first �me, 

visi�ng our community or have decided to make this 

your parish home, the Saint Ma�hew  parish family wel-

comes you!�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

 Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Monday through Friday 7:30 AM�

Saturday: 8:30 AM�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession):   

Saturday 3:00�4:00 PM (* please remember to wear a 

mask) or by appointment. Call the Parish Office.�

�

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament of Marriage 

and the Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing of the Sick) 

please contact the Parish Office or go to our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Mrs. Helen Treacy, Principal �

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�7806�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY�

Spencer Malley, Director�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

�

�

120 Church Avenue • P.O. Box 9216, Forestville CT 

06011�9216�

Phone: 860�583�1833 • Fax: 860�582�6152�

Email: rectory@stma�hewrcc.com �

 Web: www.stma�hewrcc.com�

Office Hours: Monday through Friday: 9:00AM�4PM�

New Parishioner Registra-on:�

Census/Registra&on Forms at church entrance and �

web page.�

�

�

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 

June 21, 2020 



�

entitled “Evil and God;” “Work and Prayer;” “The 

Pains of Animals;” and “The Decline of Religion.”  In 

one essay, “God in the Dock” (also the book’s title), 

Lewis writes of the difficulty of explaining the faith 

today.  �

�

An excerpt:   �

�

“The greatest barrier I have met is the almost 

total absence from the minds of my audience of any 

sense of sin. . . . The early Christian preachers could 

assume in their hearers a sense of guilt. Thus the 

Christian message was in those days unmistakably the 

Good News.  It promised healing to those who knew 

they were sick.  We have to convince our hearers of 

the unwelcome diagnosis before we can expect them 

to welcome the news of the remedy.�

“The ancient man approached God as the 

accused person approaches his judge.  For the 

modern man the roles are reversed. He (man) is the 

judge: God is in the dock. He (man) is quite a kindly 

judge:  if God should have a reasonable defense for 

being the god who permits war, poverty and disease, 

he is ready to listen to it. The trial may even end in 

God’s acquittal.  But the important thing is that Man 

is on the Bench and God in the Dock.” �

However subconsciously such an attitude 

toward God is held, it is not Christian; for it suggests 

that mankind is still in exile and therefore that Christ 

and His mission are of no account!  While Jews do 

not have a sense of an Original Sin and believe 

mankind is in fact still exiled, Christians understand 

that though we are fallen, Jesus Christ has brought us 

out of the shadows of sin and death and into the light 

of His Resurrection.  �

Finally, Lewis remarks:  

“On the one hand Death is the 

triumph of Satan, the 

punishment of the Fall, and the 

last enemy. . . . On the other 

hand, only he who loses his life 

will save it. We are baptized 

into the death of Christ, and 

that is the remedy for the Fall.  

Death is, in fact, what some 

modern people call 

‘ambivalent.’  It is Satan’s 

great weapon and also God’s 

great weapon:  it is holy and unholy; our supreme 

disgrace and our only hope; the thing Christ came to 

conquer and the means by which He conquered.”�

�

�

�

�

    �

In this Sunday’s second reading, St. Paul gives 

us with just a few words the reason God sent His Son 

into the world:  “Brothers and sisters:  through one 

man sin entered the world, and through sin, death, 

. . . ” (Romans 5:12).  Because sin and death entered 

the world through the sin of our first parents�that is, 

was not always part of the world�God became man 

in Jesus to ransom us from eternal death, thus opening 

the way back to the Father and the promise of eternal 

life.  For “God did not make death, nor does He 

rejoice in the destruction of the living” (Wisdom 

1:13). �

If we spend a few moment’s reflection, it is 

indeed a somber truth that the world’s troubles are 

due to Original Sin; that in the beginning when God 

created the world, He “. . . saw everything  that He 

had made, and behold, it was very good” (Genesis 

1:31).  For the fallen world we live in today is not 

God’s design.  God never intended the world or 

human nature to be broken by sin. �

But the world and mankind are broken. 

Though by God’s grace we are forgiven of Original 

Sin in Baptism, we are still enfeebled by its effects.  

Yet how many of us ever really think about it?  As we 

prepare to open our parishes for weekend Masses, St. 

Paul’s letter this Sunday reminds us why we go to 

Mass every Sunday.  That is, because the Mass is the 

sacrifice of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins; and 

our celebration on Sunday is thanksgiving for the 

Lord’s sacrifice, of which the Eucharist is the “pledge 

of future glory” (Dies Domini, On Keeping the Lord’s 

Day Holy, Pope John Paul II, 39).�

For given these past several months and all 

that has happened as a result of the coronavirus�

death, sickness, unemployment�who cannot but be 

reminded that the world and human nature are fallen?  

Still, some may choose not to reflect at all about these 

extraordinary times and how they relate to our faith, 

to the world or humanity in general.  In fact, some 

may dismisses the whole notion of a fallen world, and 

say, Well, since God is all�powerful, why doesn’t God 

just “fix” things?  This may not be an uncommon, if 

silent, position adopted by some in the face of terrible 

suffering and death.  Its usual refrain is, How could a 

good God permit such a thing from happening in the 

first place?  Of course it is also the lament of the 

psalmist:  “How long, O Lord?  Wilt thou hide 

thyself forever” (Psalm 89:46)? �

� In fact, Christians can be just as quick to 

blame God for the evils of the world as anyone.  C.S. 

Lewis attempts to explain this way thinking in a 

collection of essays, among which are �

�

 �



�

�

In preparation for 

weekend Masses�

�

Currently St. Matthew’s is open for 

daily Mass, Monday through Friday 

(7:30 a.m.) and on Saturdays (8:30 

a.m.).  Following the directives of the Archdiocese, no 

more than 100 parishioners can be in attendance at one 

time.  All social distance guidelines must be observed.�

The dispensation from the Sunday Mass obligation has 

been extended through Sunday, September 6th. The 

dispensation will remain in effect even when the pub-

lic celebration of Sunday Mass resumes (date to be 

determined). See the bulletin, contact the rectory or 

check the parish website for live stream Masses. �

�

Please be charitable by protecting others and yourself. 

If you or someone in your household is ill, especially 

with fever or flu�like symptoms or conjunctivitis, 

please do not enter the church.�

Parishioners are advised that there may not be suffi-

cient room at every weekday Mass for all who wish to 

attend, and that they may not be able to sit in their ac-

customed pew. �

�

When attending Mass at St. Matthew’s . . . �

* At all times, including entering and exiting the 

church, practice social distancing by staying at least 6    �

   feet from others who do not live in your household. �

* You must wear a face mask or cloth face covering. �

* Do not shake hands with others. �

* Use hand sanitizers.  You are encouraged to bring 

your own.�

* Do not congregate to socialize before or after Mass. �

�

MASKS�

All members of the congregation need to wear masks, 

with a few exceptions: �

�Children under the age of two should not wear masks. �

�Parents should judge for children between the ages of 

two and five whether they should wear a mask. �

�All people who claim an exemption for a legitimate 

health reason (one that does not pose a risk to others) 

can forego wearing a mask. �

�

COMMUNION�

Parishioners who are not coming forward to receive 

Holy Communion or a blessing should still get out of 

their pews at the beginning so that no one will have to 

climb over anyone else. �

�

Communion lines should be single file, with people 

wearing masks, approaching row by row and keeping 

six feet apart, except for family members.  �

�

The priest will hold the consecrated Host over the 

communicants’ outstretched hands and drop the host 

into their hands without touching their hands.  �

�

Communicants will receive the consecrated host in 

their hand, step to the side, lower their mask, consume 

the Host, replace their mask, and return to their pew. �

�

Communion on the tongue is excluded for the sake of 

the health of others, with the understanding that it will 

be allowed at a later date when it is safe to do so.  If 

one insists, Communion on the tongue will be re-

ceived only after everyone else has received.   �

�

Parishioners are not obliged to receive Holy Commun-

ion if they feel the risk is too high, or for any other 

reason.  They can make an act of Spiritual Commun-

ion at their place. �

�

Please note:  parishioners are not under the obligation 

to attend Mass until further notice.  Ultimately each 

person is responsible to determine whether he or she 

should attend. The elderly, those with pre�existing 

conditions, those who are fearful or anxious, and those 

who are taking care of a sick or homebound person 

need not be concerned if they miss Mass. �

�

Baptisms, Wedding and Funeral Masses �

At present Baptisms, Wedding and Funeral Masses 

can resume, but only if all the procedures and precau-

tions are applied appropriately to every aspect of these 

special celebrations, i.e. social distancing of at least 6 

feet, masks and hand sanitizing. �

Congratulations!�

Seminarian Matthew Collins�

�

The Parish Family of St. 

Matthew’s congratulates Matthew 

Collins who will be ordained a 

Transitional Deacon on Saturday, 

June 27

th

, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. in 

the Cathedral of St. Joseph.  

Parishioners are invited to 

“attend” Matt’s ordination via live 

stream:  2020ordination.com�

�

 �

�

“Do not neglect the gift you have, which was 

bestowed on you through the prophetic word 

and with the imposition of hands by the 

presbyterate  (1 Timothy 4:14). 



�

Reading: Jer 20:10�13�

�

“Jeremiah said: 'I hear the whisperings of many:�

‘Terror on every side! Denounce! let us denounce 

him!’All those who were my friends�

are on the watch for any misstep of mine.�

‘Perhaps he will be trapped; then we can prevail,�

and take our vengeance on him. 'But the LORD is with 

me, like a mighty champion: my persecutors will 

stumble, they will not triumph. In their failure they will 

be put to utter shame, to lasting, unforgettable 

confusion. O LORD of hosts, you who test the just,�

who probe mind and heart, let me witness the vengeance 

you take on them, for to you I have entrusted my cause. 

Sing to the LORD, praise the LORD, for he has rescued 

the life of the poor from the power of the wicked!’”�

�

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 69:8�10, 14, 17, 33�

35�

�

“Lord, in your great love, answer me.”�

�

Reading: Rom 5:12�15�

�

“Brothers and sisters: Through one man sin entered the 

world, and through sin, death, and thus death came to all 

men, inasmuch as all sinned�for up to the time of the 

law, sin was in the world, though sin is not accounted 

when there is no law. But death reigned from Adam to 

Moses, even over those who did not sin�

after the pattern of the trespass of Adam, who is the type 

of the one who was to come. But the gift is not like the 

transgression. For if by the transgression of the one the 

many died, how much more did the grace of God and 

the gracious gift of the one man Jesus Christ overflow 

for the many.”�

�

Gospel: Mt 10:26�33�

�

�

“Jesus said to the Twelve: ‘Fear no one. Nothing is 

concealed that will not be revealed, nor secret that will 

not be known. What I say to you in the darkness, speak 

in the light; what you hear whispered, proclaim on the 

housetops. And do not be afraid of those who kill the 

body but cannot kill the soul; rather, be afraid of the one 

who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.�

Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin?�

Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your 

Father’s knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head are 

counted. So do not be afraid; you are worth more than 

many sparrows. Everyone who acknowledges me before 

others I will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.�

But whoever denies me before others, I will deny before 

my heavenly Father.” �

�

�

�

PRAYER TO END THE PLAGUE�

�

�

Jesus of Nazareth, look upon the 

tribulations that have surrounded 

us on every side.  I beg You with 

all my heart, contrite and humble 

and in the spirit of humility, to 

hear me about this tribulation.�

I invoke You and call out to You, Alpha and Omega, 

Jesus Christ, Lord of all believers and all creatures, 

that just as You took on true flesh from Blessed Mary, 

so truly we might receive healing and strength from 

You.  Amen.�

12th Sunday of Ordinary Time�

FATHER’S DAY 

June 21, 2020 

A Prayer for Fathers 

�

God our Father,�

In your wisdom and love you made all things.�

Bless those fathers who have taken upon 

themselves the responsibility of parenting.�

Bless those who have lost a spouse to death, 

separation, or divorce, and who are parenting 

their children alone.�

Strengthen all Dads by your love that they may 

become the loving, 

caring persons they are �

meant to be.�

�

Grant this through 

Christ our Lord.�

Amen!�

�

�

Remember in Your Prayers�

All Those Affected By �

The Coronavirus �

Throughout The World�

�

Compassionate and loving �

Father,  In the face of confusion and 

concern impart to us the calm of 

Your presence.  In You allow us to 

find hope and healing. Be with those who serve the 

sick and give them Your spirit pf wisdom.�

�

Be with those who have fallen ill and�

give them Your comforting heart. Wrap Your arms 

around our world and hold us in Your love.�

�

Allow us at this time of trial to then�

serve as instruments of that love�

to all we meet.�

�

We ask this in Your Name.�

Amen.�



�

St. Matthew’s Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who          

continue to make their weekly contribution to                      

St. Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners.�

�

For your contributions please note that you can . . .�� �

�

1)� �

�

2) �

�

�

3) �

�

�

�

�

�

�

Thank you very much for your faithful support during 

this difficult time!�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2020 * Growing in Faith, Giving in Love�

�

Thank you to the 380 parish families who have made a gift or pledge commitment to the 2020 Archbishop’s 

Annual Appeal. Our parish has already raised  $ 83,470 out of our initial goal of $92,000 . If you have not yet had 

the opportunity, please consider prayerfully supporting the many Good Works of the Archdiocese. Every gift 

will be gratefully received and sincerely appreciated.�

Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�

Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the 

rectory office entrance.�

Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click the online        

giving button.� Use code:� 2960.�

�

Next week, we will take 

up the Peter’s Pence 

Collection, which 

provides Pope Francis 

with the funds to carry 

out his charitable works 

around the world. The 

proceeds benefit our brothers and sisters on the 

margins of society, including victims of war, 

oppression, and disasters. Please be generous. For 

more information, visit www.usccb.org/peters�

pence.�



�

June 21st  �  27th�

�

The Sanctuary Lamp is lit this week in honor 

of  Joseph Jenislawski, Jr. (Father's Day 

remembrance) requested by his wife, son and 

family.�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of 

Blessed Mother is lit as a prayerful vigil to 

Walter Bartkiewicz (Father's Day 

remembrance) by his daughter, Joan.�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of  St. Joseph                          

is lit as a prayerful vigil for  Jerry  Plourde  �

requested by his wife Pauline and  family.�

�

�

The Parish Family of St. Matthew expresses its 

deepest sympathy and prayerful support to the 

families of : �

�

Janet Gelbar, Mary Buchiere, Janet Mastrianni, 

James Nolan, Giselle Blanchette, Dolores Cervone,  �

Carla Holyst, Edward Swenton, Linda Dubois�

�

† May their souls rest in peace † �

�

�

�

�

Saturday  June 20th �

�

† Newman Masse (first anniversary) requested by 

his wife �

and family �

�

Sunday  June 21st 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time �

 �

† All living and deceased fathers of St. Matthew 

Parish �

�

Monday  June 22nd St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop: 

Saints John Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs�

�

† Gary R. Cote (birthday remembrance) requested �

by his mother, Lorraine �

�

Tuesday  June 23rd� �

�

† Eleanor Halpin  requested by family �

�

Wednesday  June 24th The Nativity of St. John 

the Baptist�

�

 Joseph Corbin (Birthday) requested by daughter, 

Kate �

�

Thursday June 25th�

�

† All the souls in purgatory requested by �

Lisa Kulig �

�

Friday  June 26th�

�

 † Heather Planeta requested by Marie McQueeney �

 �

Saturday  June 27th St. Cyril of Alexandria, Bish-

op and Doctor of the Church�

�

 † Thomas Flynn and Flynn family requested by 

family �

�

Sunday  June 28th 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

 † Sean Lindsley requested by Bruce and Lisa 

Lindsley �

�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you are interested in having the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, please, 

call the parish office during business hours.  

The prayer list is updated weekly.�

�

�

�

Chelsea Rivard,  Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, 

Rita Lagasse, Ann Conroy, �

 Kim Romano,  Blanche Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli , 

Donald Theriault , Ruth Barto and  Daniel Murzin.�

�

“Why did you become a crusader? �

You don’t even go to church.”�
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.Roger B.
MICHELE’SMICHELE’S

BARBER/BARBER/StylingStyling
860-582-5087860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTSChildren • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pmTuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noonSaturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

815 Pine St.   Bristol, CT

 860-584-8687
www.whizkidsdaycare.com

gujjwk@snet.net | Since 1987

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Contact Bob Dahill to place an ad today! 
bdahill@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6438 

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

Compliments of

D’Amato Construction
Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

St James Cemetery
Naugatuck

203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

RESTAURANT
CATERING
860-747-0566

1248 Queen St.
The St. Pierre Family

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689

101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689

Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732

E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-2295

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

        Follow us on Facebook

Harvest Bakery
84 Farmington Ave. 
860-589-8800

Cakes for all occasions...
Bridal Showers, Weddings, Baby Showers, 

Birthdays and everything in between

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100


