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Saint 

Matthew 

Catholic Church�

Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint Ma�hew. 

Whether you are celebra�ng with us for the first �me, vis-

i�ng our community or have decided to make this your par-

ish home, the Saint Ma hew  parish family welcomes you!�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

 Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the Rite of 

Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament of Marriage and 

the Sacrament of the Sick (Anointing of the Sick) please con-

tact the Parish Office or go to our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Mrs. Helen Treacy, Principal �

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�7806�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY�

Spencer Malley, Director�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

�

�

120 Church Avenue • P.O. Box 9216, Forestville CT 

06011�9216�

Phone: 860�583�1833 • Fax: 860�582�6152�

Email: rectory@stma�hewrcc.com �

 Web: www.stma�hewrcc.com�

Office Hours: Monday through Friday: 9:00AM�4PM�

New Parishioner Registra*on:�

Census/Registra&on Forms at church entrance and �

web page.�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m.�

Saturday: 8:30 a.m.�

Saturday Vigil, 4p.m. �

Sunday 7:00 a.m.; 8:30 a.m.; 10:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.�

(5 p.m. Mass will resume in the fall)�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession):  �

Saturday 3:00 � 3:45 p.m. (* please remember to wear a 

mask) or by appointment. Call the Parish Office.�

“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you 

rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek  and 

humble of heart; and you will find rest for yourselves.  For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden light.”  Matthew 11:28�30�



�

conditions meant that copying biblical texts took a 

very long time.  A week was not unusual to complete 

only one page of text of the Torah.  �

If that is the way it was for scribes, what must it 

have been like for everyday folk who got up every 

morning and 

tried to live 

another day in 

perfect 

obedience to 

the law? For 

perfection was 

what the 

Pharisees 

demanded.  Recall what Jesus says to them:  "But 

woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint 

and rue and every kind of garden herb, and yet 

disregard justice and the love of God; but these are 

the things you should have done without neglecting 

the others” (Luke 11:42).   �

Today there is little that can match the everyday 

legalism of the Pharisees.  However imagine if the 

current pandemic safety guidelines were multiplied 

tenfold, and in such excruciating detail that you were 

aware of their demands every waking moment of 

every day?  Would that not seem a terrible burden?  

To a much greater degree the Jewish people lived that 

reality.  Thus Jesus intended to lighten the burden.  

Yet how?  Jesus tells us and the crowds, “Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me.” �

In fact the yoke of Jesus is easier and lighter 

because to follow Him, to be “yoked” to His Person, 

Who is the fulfillment of the law, is to love Him.  

Such love then becomes obedience�obedience to the 

Lord’s commandment that we love one another.  

Therefore to be “yoked” to Christ in faith is to love 

Him; and one cannot truly love Christ without loving 

one’s neighbor.  And if one loves the Lord and one 

another, one is keeping the Great Commandment and 

therefore “not far from the Kingdom of God” where 

there are no burdens but only the fullness of divine 

love (Mark 12:34).    �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

    �

When Jesus says in this Sunday’s gospel, 

“Come, to me all you who labor and are 

burdened,” He is not merely using a figure of speech 

(Matthew 11:28).  People really were burdened from 

laboring to keep the law.  Indeed, the people knew 

this image well that Jesus employed because for them 

the constant weight of the law was like  heavy, thick 

wooden yokes placed on oxen attached to a plow.  

The law that was supposed to help the Jews, the 

disciples of Moses, remain one in obedience became 

instead a near impossible burden that pressed daily 

upon their tired, worn shoulders.  Even the scribes 

themselves who spent their days making copies of the 

very same law felt the burden.    �

Below, in astonishing exactitude, are just a 

few of the law’s requirements scribes had to follow 

when copying the Torah or Written Law as recorded 

in the first five books of the Old Testament (Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy).   �

�

Scribal Rules for Copying the Torah�

�

1)� The scribe�must first 

wash his whole 

body before 

beginning.�

2)� The scribe�must sit 

in full Jewish dress.�

3)� The text must be 

written on skins of 

clean animals.�

4)� The ink must be black.�

5)� The space of one hair between consonants must be 

maintained.�

6)� The length of the scroll must contain 60 letters, 

and the width must contain 30 letters.�

7)� When writing the Name of the Lord, no more than 

one letter can be written from memory.�

8)� If a mistake is made, the copy must be destroyed 

and a new scroll is begun.�

�

Clearly scribes in the time of Jesus were specially 

trained to copy the Word of God.  For example, once 

a scribe began to write the Name of God (Yahweh or 

YHVH without vowels), he was forbidden from 

interrupting the writing of the Name.  He could not 

even stop to dip his pen into the ink.  Moreover, while 

copying a text the scribe�was not look up to answer 

anyone who might address him, even if it were the 

king.  Only when the scribe was finished with the 

page or skin he was working on was he permitted to 

speak.  Understandably, to write under such �

�



�

First Reading: Zec 9: 9� 10�

�

“Thus says the LORD: Rejoice heartily, O daughter 

Zion, shout for joy, O daughter Jerusalem!�

See, your king shall come to you; a just savior is he,�

meek, and riding on an ass, on a colt, the foal of an 

ass. He shall banish the chariot from Ephraim,�

and the horse from Jerusalem; the warrior’s bow shall 

be banished, and he shall proclaim peace to the 

nations. His dominion shall be from sea to sea,�

and from the River to the ends of the earth.” �

�

 Responsorial Psalm: Ps 145: 1�2, 8�9, 10�11, 13�14�

�

“I will praise your name for ever, my king and my 

God.”�

�

Second Reading: Rom 8:9, 11�13 �

�

“Brothers and sisters: You are not in the flesh;�

on the contrary, you are in the spirit, if only the Spirit 

of God dwells in you. Whoever does not have the 

Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. If the Spirit of 

the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,�

the one who raised Christ from the dead will give life 

to your mortal bodies also, through his Spirit that 

dwells in you. Consequently, brothers and sisters,�

we are not debtors to the flesh, to live according to the 

flesh. For if you live according to the flesh, you will 

die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

the body, you will live.” �

�

Gospel: Mt 10: 37� 42�

�

“At that time Jesus exclaimed: ‘I give praise to you, 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, for although you 

have hidden these things from the wise and the 

learned you have revealed them to little ones. Yes, 

Father, such has been your gracious will. All things 

have been handed over to me by my Father. No one 

knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 

the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the 

Son wishes to reveal him.’ �

‘Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened,�

and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and 

learn from me, for I am meek and humble of heart;�

and you will find rest for yourselves. For my yoke is 

easy, and my burden light.’”�

�

�

�

�

PRAYER TO END THE 

PANDEMIC�

�

Jesus of Nazareth, look upon 

the tribulations that have sur-

rounded us on every side.  I beg 

You with all my heart, contrite and humble and in the 

spirit of humility, to hear me about this tribulation.�

I invoke You and call out to You, Alpha and Omega, 

Jesus Christ, Lord of all believers and all creatures, that 

just as You took on true flesh from Blessed Mary, so tru-

ly we might receive healing and strength from You.  

Amen.�

14th Sunday of Ordinary Time�

�

Remember in Your Prayers�

All Those Affected By �

The Coronavirus �

Throughout The World�

�

Compassionate and loving �

Father,  In the face of confusion and 

concern impart to us the calm of Your 

presence.  In You allow us to find 

hope and healing. Be with those who serve the sick and 

give them Your spirit pf wisdom. Be with those who 

have fallen ill and�

give them Your comforting heart. Wrap Your arms 

around our world and hold us in Your love.�

Allow us at this time of trial to then serve as instru-

ments of that love to all we meet.�

We ask this in Your Name. Amen.�

INDEPENDENCE DAY PRAYER 

�

�

�

�

�

Heavenly Father, �

May we never forget the reason for our joy. May 

we  remember that our rights to life, liberty�

and the pursuit of happiness�

were signed into our heritage�

with the willing blood of American patriots. Help 

us remember that the rights of all people�

are more than words on a document, and that all 

people have rights because You have given us the 

dignity of human life. Grant freedom to all,�

and give us the strength to protect the rights of 

others. Amen�



Mother Theresa Food Pantry �

will reopen its doors on July 7th. �

St. Mathew will resume food collection as 

usual: every first month of each month.�

Thank you for your support!�

�

�

Steubenville 

Live �

July 17�18, 2020! �

�

The theme is "Hope 

Alive". This virtual 

Catholic conference is open to all teens & 

families. St. Matthew Youth Ministry will cover 

the registration costs. To attend, contact 

youthministry@stmatthewrcc.com. �

�

We hope you'll join us!�

ST. MATTHEW 

SCHOOL  

JOB OPPORTUNITY 

�

*Part�time�School Custo-

dian* �

�

Please contact�Mrs. Helen Treacy �

Monday  through Thursday �

from 9:00 am to 1:00 p.m.�

(860) 583�5214 �

�

St. Matthew’s Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who          

continue to make their weekly contribution to                      

St. Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners.�

�

For your contributions please note that you can . . .�� �

�

1)� �

�

2) �

�

�

3) �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Thank you very much for your �

faithful support during this �

difficult time!�

�

Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click  WAYS TO 

GIVE.�

Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the 

rectory office entrance.�

Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�



�

�

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 2020 * Growing in Faith, Giving in Love�

�

Thank you to the 387 parish families who have made a gift or pledge commitment to the 2020 Archbishop’s 

Annual Appeal. Our parish has already raised  $ 85,680 out of our initial goal of $92,000 . If you have not yet had 

the opportunity, please consider prayerfully supporting the many Good Works of the Archdiocese. Every gift 

will be gratefully received and sincerely appreciated.�

Happy 4th of July! 



July 5th�11th �

�

The Sanctuary Lamp this week is lit in 

honor of Kathie Felice (birthday 

remembrance) requested by her daughter, 

Sandra and family.�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of 

Blessed Mother is lit as a prayerful vigil to 

Florence Dlugosz (birthday remembrance) 

requested by her family.�

�

 �

Come Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of your faithful and 

enkindle in them the fire of 

your love! Send forth workers 

into your vineyard. Some of 

our parishioners may choose to serve you by becoming 

priests, brothers or sisters. Is the Lord calling you or 

someone you know? If so, call Fr. Michael Casey, 

Director of Vocations, Pastoral Center, Tel. 860�761�

7456, e�mail vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at 

www.hartfordpriest.com. �

�

The Parish Family of St. Matthew expresses its 

deepest sympathy and prayerful support to the 

families of : �

�

Janet Gelbar, Mary Buchiere, Janet Mastrianni, 

James Nolan, Giselle Blanchette, Dolores Cervone,  �

Carla Holyst, Edward Swenton, Linda Dubois, 

James Nolan and  Lorette Deden.�

�

† May their souls rest in peace † �

�

Saturday July 4th  Independence Day�

�

8:30 a.m.  � † William Butler requested by family �

�

4:00 p.m.� Deceased Members of �

� The Kirchgessner Family requested 

� by Barbara Gagnon�

�

Sunday  July 5th 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

7:00 a.m. � † Pauline Grabelski by �

� Nancy Merrow �

�

8:30 a.m. �� † Bill Parker Jr. requested  by his 

� � mother, Bernadette �

�

10:00 a.m.     † Robert Fanion requested by his �        

�       wife, Ann Fanion and daughter, �        

�       Jackie Sanchez�

�

11:30 a.m.     † Robert Ackley and Armand �

�       Bechard (10th anniversary for both) 

�       requested by Judith Ackley�

�

Monday July 6th St. Maria Goretti�

�

7:30 a.m.� † Rose D. Martel (birthday 

� remembrance by her daughter, 

� Lorraine �

�

Tuesday July 7th  �

 �

 7:30 a.m.� † Donna Dube by family �

�

Wednesday July 8th�

�

7:30 a.m.� Fr. Dietrich in celebration of his �2nd 

� anniversary with St. Matthew 

� Church and his birthday by St. 

� Matthew's Tuesday Novena Group 

� and 7:30 a.m. Mass parishioners �

�

Thursday July 9th St. Augustine Zhao Rong� �

�

7:30 a.m.� † Zenon, Marge and Ann Corbin by 

� their sister, Kate �

�

Friday July 10th�

�

 7:30 a.m.� 16th Wedding Anniversary Adam 

� and Monika Serwinski (Anniversary) 

� by family �

�

Saturday  July 11th  St. Benedict�

�

8:30 a.m. � † Donald & Janet Gelbar (Deceased) 

� by Susan Barry �

4:00 p.m.� † Robert Kirchgessner by Barbara 

� Gagnon �

�

Sunday  July 12th  15th Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

7:00 a.m. � † Jeff Merrow by Nancy Merrow �

8:30 a.m. �� † Lisa Fortin (2nd anniversary) �

� � by Noella and Jean�Marie Dionne �

�

10:00 a.m.      † Edward Faryniarz by friend of �

�        Florence Procko  � �

�

11:30 a.m.      † Roger St. Pierre by family �

�

�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you are interested in having the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, please, 

call the parish office during business hours.  

The prayer list is updated weekly.�

�

�

�

Chelsea Rivard,  Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, 

Rita Lagasse, Ann Conroy, �

 Kim Romano,  Blanche Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli , 

Donald Theriault , Ruth Barto,  Daniel Murzin, �

Marc Sullivan.�
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.Roger B.
MICHELE’SMICHELE’S

BARBER/BARBER/StylingStyling
860-582-5087860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTSChildren • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pmTuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noonSaturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

INFANT • TODDLER • PRESCHOOL
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL • SUMMER CAMP

815 Pine St.   Bristol, CT

 860-584-8687
www.whizkidsdaycare.com

gujjwk@snet.net | Since 1987

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Contact Bob Dahill to place an ad today! 
bdahill@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6438 

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

Compliments of

D’Amato Construction
Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

The Catholic Cemeteries Association
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc. 

*Discount does not apply to the Endowed Care portion of the product price.
Cannot be combined with any other offers.

Calvary Cemetery
Waterbury

203-754-9105

Mt Olivet Cemetery
Watertown

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

St James Cemetery
Naugatuck

203-754-9105

St Peter Cemetery
Torrington

860-482-4670

First Time Ever Discount!! 
During the month of April, 2020 get a 

15% discount* on any Flush Marker or Monument!
We can do it all online for your safety and convenience

Advanced Planning—The Gift that Lasts an Eternity
www.ccacem.org
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

RESTAURANT
CATERING
860-747-0566

1248 Queen St.
The St. Pierre Family

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689

101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689

Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732

E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-2295

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

        Follow us on Facebook

Harvest Bakery
84 Farmington Ave. 
860-589-8800

Cakes for all occasions...
Bridal Showers, Weddings, Baby Showers, 

Birthdays and everything in between

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100


