
December 20, 2020 · 4th Sunday of Advent�

 

 

 

Saint 

Matthew 

Catholic Church�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

 Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo, Parish Trustees �

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Monday through Friday 7:30 a.m.�

Saturday: 8:30 a.m.; Saturday Vigil, 4p.m. �

Sunday 7 a.m.; 8:30 a.m.; 10 a.m.; 11:30 a.m.; 5 p.m.�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession):  �

Saturday 3:00 � 3:45 p.m. (* please remember to wear a 

mask) or by appointment. Call the Parish Office.�

�

�
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�

Lord Jesus, increase the faith life of our parish and 

strengthen our families. Bless our parish with 

vocations to the priesthood. Call forth young men to 

great challenges and heroic deeds. We pray that they 

hear your voice and listen to your call. Give them 

courage, Lord, to follow in your footsteps and become 

priests for the  salvation of souls. �

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.�

Christmas Mass Schedule 

 

Christmas Eve:  Thursday, December 24th 

2:00 p.m.   4:00 p.m.   6:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day:  Friday, December 25th 

8:30 a.m.    10:00 a.m.    11:30 a.m. 

 

 

�

Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel�

�

St. Michael the Archangel,�defend us in battle.��

Be our protection against the wickedness and 

snares of the Devil.�May God rebuke him, we hum-

bly pray,�and do thou,�O Prince of the heavenly 

hosts,�by the power of God,�cast into hell Sa-

tan,�and all the evil spirits,�who prowl about the 

world�seeking the ruin of souls.  Amen.�

All safety protocols will be followed, including tem-

perature checks at the door. Any overflow of per-

sons above 100 will be accommodated in the room 

behind the altar and in the Fr. Blaney Room, with 

video screens and audio hook�up.�

�



�

The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, 

commissioned in the year 325�326 by Constantine the 

Great, is the oldest place of Christian worship.  The 

earliest depictions of the Crib of Jesus (as the Nativity 

of Jesus was known then), complete with ox and 

donkey, adorn Roman tombs date from 343.  Around 

this time the celebration of Christ’s birthplace spread 

to churches throughout Christendom, many with their 

own constructed grottos and beautiful, charming 

nativity scenes.  Much later, from the early 17

th

 and 

early 18

th

 centuries, many of the early crèches 

(French for manger) became ever more elaborate, 

crafted in gold and silver and precious gems.  Not 

only grottos and nativity scenes were created but the 

drama of the birth of Christ was acted out in staged 

performances.  While these were admittedly 

impressive and awe�inspiriting, they also did not 

reflect anything like the poverty of the grotto that 

sheltered the Holy Family.  �

In the early 13th century, after he visited the 

Holy Land, St. Francis was inspired to create a life�

size Nativity scene that reminded people of Jesus’ 

humble origins.  As St. Bonaventure recounts the 

words of St. Francis in his biography of the saint, 

“For I wish to do something that will recall to 

memory the little Child who was born in Bethlehem 

and set before our bodily eyes in some way the 

inconveniences of his infant needs.”  �

In 1223, St. Francis petitioned Pope Honorius 

III for permission to proceed with the making of a 

crèche to honor the birth of Christ, and where people 

could come and pray before the baby Jesus.  St. 

Francis chose the area of Greccio near Assisi because 

the rock formations resembled the natural grottos of 

Bethlehem.  St. Francis asked the local castellan or 

governor, who was also his friend, Giovanni Velita, 

to find such a 

cave among 

the rocky 

slopes.  

Among these 

preparations 

Giovanni’s 

wife made 

the image of 

the Child 

Jesus to be 

placed in the 

Crib. In two weeks the crèche was ready, complete 

with a live donkey and an ox.  As St. Francis related, 

it was a “day of joy, the time of exultation!”�

�

That year on Christmas Eve, St. Francis sent 

word to the townsfolk and to all in the surrounding 

villages to process solemnly to the grotto at 

midnight; there the story of Jesus’ birth would be 

acted out.  During the service Francis reflected on 

the meaning of this night, and he was reportedly so 

overwhelmed that he could not even say the name 

“Jesus.”   �

Later centuries 

saw still more churches 

prepare for Christmas 

with large creche 

displays.  The hand�

carved figurines were 

often colorfully painted 

and gilded with 

precious metals.  Other 

versions were made of 

fine porcelain and 

Venetian glass.  In 

France, wax figures 

sometimes resembled 

the wealthy patrons who 

commissioned them, including members of the royal 

family.  King Louis XIV had at least seven scale 

models made of himself for use in various crèches. �

In the 18th century France, mechanized 

crèches appeared. However these delightful 

creations and others like them were banned during 

the French 

Revolution as 

churches were 

either closed and/or 

destroyed.  Still, in 

France anyway, the 

pious tradition of 

creating a crèche 

for Christmas 

continued in secret.  

Much smaller 

nativity scenes, 

usually of terra cotta,  were made for display in 

people’s homes.  And if a family could not afford 

one, they sometimes 

made their own with 

cloth, paper mâché and 

even bread.  �

� With his joyful 

spirit St. Francis sought 

a simple way by which 

people could experience 

the wonder of God’s gift 

to the world�the Christ 

Child, our salvation�

lying in a manger. �

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to 

His people on earth!  �

The cave at Greccio where 

St. Francis presented  a liv-

ing Nativity.�



�

First Reading: 2 Sm 7:1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16�

�

“When King David was settled in his palace, and the 

LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side,, 

he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am living in a house 

of cedar, while the ark of God dwells in a tent!” Nathan 

answered the king, “Go, do whatever you have in mind, for 

the LORD is with you.” But that night the LORD spoke to 

Nathan and said: “Go, tell my servant David, ‘Thus says 

the LORD: Should you build me a house to dwell in?’“ "'It 

was I who took you from the pasture and from the care of 

the flock�to be commander of my people Israel. I have 

been with you wherever you went, and I have destroyed all 

your enemies before you. And I will make you famous like 

the great ones of the earth.�

I will fix a place for my people Israel; I will plant them so 

that they may dwell in their place without further 

disturbance. Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict 

them as they did of old, since the time I first appointed 

judges over my people Israel. I will give you rest from all 

your enemies. The LORD also reveals to you that he will 

establish a house for you.�

And when your time comes and you rest with your 

ancestors, I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from 

your loins, and I will make his kingdom firm.�

I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me.�

Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before 

me; your throne shall stand firm forever.'”�

�

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 89:2�3, 4�5, 27, 29 �

�

R. (2a)�For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

The promises of the LORD I will sing forever;�

through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your 

faithfulness.�

For you have said, “My kindness is established forever”;�

in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness.�

R.�For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

“I have made a covenant with my chosen one,�

I have sworn to David my servant:�

Forever will I confirm your posterity�

and establish your throne for all generations.”�

R.�For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.�

“He shall say of me, ‘You are my father,�

my God, the Rock, my savior.’�

Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him,�

and my covenant with him stands firm.”�

R.�For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. �

�

 Second Reading: Rom 16:25�27�

�

“Brothers and sisters: To him who can strengthen you, 

according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the   mystery kept 

secret for long ages but now manifested through the 

prophetic writings and, according to the command of the 

eternal God, made known to all nations to bring about the 

obedience of faith, to the only wise God, through Jesus 

Christ be glory forever and ever. Amen.”�

�

4th Sunday of Advent 

Alleluia: Lk 1:38 �

�

R.�Alleluia, alleluia.�

Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord.�

May it be done to me according to your word.�

R.�Alleluia, alleluia. �

�

Gospel: Lk 1:26�38�

�

“The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town of Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 

Joseph, of the house of David, and the virgin’s name was 

Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The 

Lord is with you.” But she was greatly troubled at what 

was said and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. “Behold, you will 

conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name 

him Jesus.�

He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 

and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his 

father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, and 

of his kingdom there will be no end.” But Mary said to the 

angel, “How can this be,�

since I have no relations with a man?” And the angel said 

to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 

Therefore the child to be born will be called holy, the Son 

of God. And behold, Elizabeth, your relative,�

has also conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth 

month for her who was called barren; for nothing will be 

impossible for God.” Mary said, “Behold, I am the 

handmaid of the Lord. May it be done to me according to 

your word.” Then the angel departed from her.”�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all things visible and invisible. I 

believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten 

Son of God, born of the Father before all ages. God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made.  For us men and for 

our salvation he came down from heaven, and by the 

Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, and 

became man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate, he suffered death and was buried, and 

rose again on the third day in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in 

glory to judge the living and the dead and his kingdom 

will have no end. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who with the Father and the Son  is 

adored and glorified, who has spoken through the 

prophets. I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic 

Church. I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of 

sins and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen�

 �

Nicene Creed�



St. Matthew’s �

Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who 

continue to make their weekly contribution to St. 

Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners. Thank you very 

much for your faithful support  during this difficult 

time!�

� � Advent Wreath�

�

                      �

   S3456738, D9:9;<96 19

��

�

4:00 p.m.  Sobota Family�

�

   S5>738, D9:9;<96 20

��

�

   7:00 a.m.  Doughty Family �

   8:30 a.m.  Connie Ferreira �

 10:00 a.m.  Thompson Family �

 11:30 a.m.  Thibodeau Family�

   5:00 p.m.  Gray Family �

 

ATTENTION 

Christmas Mass regulations  

during COVID: 

 

�� Temperatures will be taken at church entrances.�

�� 100 people per Mass. No reservations taken.�

�� Overflow will be accommodated in the Fr. Blaney 

Room and in the room behind the altar with audio 

and video.�

�� Social distancing and mask protocols will be          

followed in church and adjacent rooms;�

Office Holidays Hours:�

�

The Parish Office will be 

closed on : �

Thursday, December 24th �

and �

Friday, December 25th�

�

We welcome all those who attend 

Mass this Christmas.  If you are new 

to the parish and would like to speak 

to our Pastor, Fr. Dietrich, please call 

the rectory at 860�583�1833 or�

 e�mail: pastor@stmatthewrcc.com.                   

Again, welcome!  �

�

Friday, January 1, 2020�

Solemnity of Mary, �

The Holy Mother of God�

�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

�

Mass  Schedule�

�

Thursday,  December 31st �

 4 p.m.. (vigil)�

�

Friday, January 1st�

  9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.�

�

The Christmas Prayer of Pope John XXIII�

�

O sweet Child 

of Bethlehem, 

grant that we 

may share with 

all our hearts in 

this profound 

mystery of 

Christmas. Put 

into the hearts of men and women this peace 

for which they sometimes seek so desperately 

and which you alone can give to them. Help 

them to know one another better, and to live as 

brothers and sisters, children of the same Fa-

ther. Reveal to them also your beauty, holi-

ness, and purity. Awaken in their hearts love 

and gratitude for your infinite goodness. Join 

them all together in your love. And give us 

your heavenly peace. Amen.   � � �

�Pope John XXIII�

Christmas �

 Reconciliation Schedule�

�

Tuesday, December 22nd �

6:00�7:00 p.m.�

Vigil, Saturday�

3:00�3:45 p.m.�

�

Please remember to                

wear a mask.�



�

�

�

�

Holy Hour  

 Respect for Life 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Protectress of the Unborn 

�

St. Matthew Church  

Wednesday, January 13, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 

 

�� Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament�

�� Rosary�

�� Songs � Respect for Life �  sung between             

decades�

�� Benediction�

�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be available 

through the day immediately following the 7:30 a.m. 

Mass and concluding with 6:00 p.m. Holy Hour.�

�

�··· Please join us in prayer ···�

The Mother Theresa Food Pantry at St. Ann 

Church (215 West Street, Bristol) is open on Tuesday 

& Thursday mornings from 8:45 to 11:30 am. 

(masks must be worn). Pre�registration is required. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Food collection every first Monday of each month.                              

Please leave your donation at St. Matthew’s Church                   

vestibule. Thank you for your support!�
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christmasmasses.com�

�

Christmas 2020 is going to look a little different, but 

that doesn't mean that we have to forego participating 

in Mass.�

At 4 p.m. on Christmas Eve and 10 a.m. on 

Christmas day, there will be live streaming Masses 

from the Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Hartford, 

celebrated by Archbishop Leonard Blair.�The two 

Masses will also be broadcast on�WCCT 

(CW20)�and�WCTX (MyTV9).�

In addition to these livestreams, the Archdiocese of 

Hartford website (christmasmasses.com) has links 

to all the parishes and their online giving sites. �



�

December 20th �26th�

�

The Sanctuary Lamp is burning this 

week in honor of  Walter Bartkiewicz 

(Christmas celebration) requested by his 

daughter, Joan.�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of 

Blessed Mother is lit as a prayerful vigil 

to Jerry Plourde requested by his wife 

Pauline and family.�

  �

The seven�day candle before the statue of St. Joseph  

is lit as a prayerful vigil to Joseph Jenislawski, Jr. 

(9th anniversary remembrance) requested by his wife, 

son and family.�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you would like to have the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, 

please, call the parish office during 

business hours.  �

The prayer list is updated weekly.�

Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, Rita 

Lagasse, Ann Conroy,  Kim Romano, Blanche 

Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli, Donald Theriault, James 

Barto, Nancy Palmisano, Frank Baldino, Michael 

Butler, Jacqueline Young, Deborah Bachman ,Paul 

Dearer and Joseph Swenton.�

�

Family Chalice For Vocations �

4:00 p.m. �

Ken and Marie Sherman�

�

will�receive the Family Chalice for�

Vocations�and pray for�Vocations dur-

ing the next week.  If you would like to 

sign up to receive the Family Chalice 

for  Vocations please contact Rich and �

Donna Slusz at (860) 589�4318.�

Saturday  � December 19th�

8:30a.m.� †Anna Beaucar, Ray and Karen Beaucar �

� by Ray Beaucar�

4:00 p.m. � † Andre Sone by his mom, Dottie�

�

Sunday  � December 20th 4th Sunday of Advent�

7:00 a.m. � † Sean Lindsley by Bruce and Lisa Lindsley 

� and family�

�

8:30 a.m. �� † Corbin and Pelletier families � �

� � by Catherine Pelletier�

�

10:00 a.m.      † Kathie Felice and Irene Felice by family�

�

11:30 a.m.      † Robert Fanion by his wife, Ann Fanion �

� � and daughter, Jackie Sanchez�

�

 5:00 p.m.       † Alice Cap by Florence and Charles Procko�

�

Monday � � December 21st�

7:30 a.m.         † Ryan Buckman by mom, Donna Savio and 

� � his sister, Michelle Crawley�

�

Tuesday � � December 22nd�

7:30 a.m.� † Enrica and Anthony Landino � �

� by D'Amico family�

�

Wednesday � December 23rd�

7:30 a.m.� †John Halpin by family�

�

Saturday  � December 26th�

8:30 a.m. � †Elizabeth Brown Dumais � �

� by her children Reagan and Quinn�

4:00 p.m.� †Phillip Pelletier by his wife and family�

�

�

Sunday  � December 27th * 5th Sunday of Advent�

7:00 a.m.� †Vito J. Delfino by his wife and daughters�

�

8:30 a.m. � † Marie Roy Levasseur (2nd anniversary) 

� by David and Deborah Gesner�

�

10:00 a.m.� †Carla Holyst  by family�

�

11:30 a.m. � †Joseph Procko Sr. � � �

� by Florence and Charles Procko�

�

5:00 p.m.� † Jeff Kavanaugh, Tim Scully, David John 

� Korytkowski, John D. Korytkowski Jr., 

� Lisa Korytkowski�Michaud by  Lois, Kevin 

� and Lexi�

Daily Mass Readings�

�

21 Monday�St. Peter Canisius�� �

 Sg 2:8�14 or Zep 3:14�18a Ps 33:2�3, 11�12, 20�21           

Lk 1:39�45�

�

22  Tuesday� �

1 Sm 1:24�28 Ps 1Sm 2:1, 4�7, 8abcd  Lk 1:46�56�

�

23 Wednesday� St. John of Kanty�

Mal 3:1�4, 23�24  Ps 25�4bc�5ab, 8�10, 14  Ljk1:57�66�

�

24  Thursday� Christmas Eve�

2Sm 7: 1�5, 8b�12, 14a, 16  Ps 89:2�5, 27, 29  Lk 1:67�79�

�

25 Friday� Christmas�

Day  16: Is 52:7�10  Ps 98:1�6  Heb 1:1�6  Jn 1:1�18�

�

26 Saturday� St. Stephen�

Acts 6:8�10; 7:54�59  Ps 31:3cd�4, 6�8b, 16bc, 17  Mt 

10:17�22�

�

�

Thursday December 24th �

Christmas Eve�

2:00 p.m.  4:00 p.m.   6:00 p.m.�

All living and deceased members 

of St. Matthew Parish�

�

Friday December 25th �

Christmas Day�

8:30 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 1:30 p.m.�

�

All living and deceased members 

of St. Matthew  Parish�

� �
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthew, Forestville, CT 03-0449

Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.Roger B.
MICHELE’SMICHELE’S

BARBER/BARBER/StylingStyling
860-582-5087860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTSChildren • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pmTuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noonSaturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Compliments of

D’Amato Construction
Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

Contact Robin Ungaro 
to place an ad today! 
rungaro@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6447

 Catholic Cemeteries Association is
 making it easier than ever to pre-plan
 your cemetery arrangements
 Why pre-plan?
• It ensures your wishes are carried out
• It is the greatest gift you can leave your family and loved ones
• It locks in your pricing, without being subjected to price
   increases in the future

And Catholic cemeteries association is making it
even easier with our end of 2020 special!

Purchase any grave space or mausoleum and 
enjoy 0% financing, with no money down!

Call one of our family services coordinators today for more details!
Offer expires 12/31/20

Any space more
than $7500,

pay 24 even monthly 
payments for two years

Any space less
than $7500,

pay 12 even monthly 
payments for one year



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthew, Forestville, CT 03-0449

Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689

101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689

Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732

E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-2295

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

        Follow us on Facebook

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100

THIS SPACE IS

Mr. Fix-It LLC
Professional Work at an Affordable Price

FREE ESTIMATES
Deck Repairs Carpentry
Siding Repairs Painting
Windows & Repairs Light Fixtures
Roofing Repairs Faucets, Flooring
Doors & Storm Doors Gutter Cleaning

Garbage Disposal
Senior Discounts • Owner on all Jobs!

NO JOB TOO SMALL - GIVE JOE A CALL

860-589-2464 Fully Insured 25+ Years
 LIC.#609273 Experience


