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�

Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint 

Ma�hew. Whether you are celebra�ng with us 

for the first �me, visi�ng our community or have 

decided to make this your parish home, the 

Saint Ma�hew  parish family welcomes you!�

�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

Deacon James P. McCluskey�

Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil: 4 PM�

Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 AM and 5:00 

PM�

Daily: Monday through Friday 7:30 AM�

Saturday: 8:30 AM�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession): 

Saturday 3:00�3:45 PM or �

by appointment. Call the Parish Office.�

�

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament 

of Marriage and the Sacrament of the Sick 

(Anointing of the Sick) please contact the Parish 

Office or go to our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Mrs. Helen Treacy, Principal �

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�7806�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

�

 �

�

�

120 Church Avenue • P.O. Box 9216, Forestville CT 06011�9216�

Phone: 860�583�1833 • Fax: 860�582�6152�

Email: rectory@stma/hewrcc.com • Web: www.stma/hewrcc.com�

Office Hours: Monday through Friday: 9:00AM�4PM�

�

New Parishioner Registra4on:�

Census/Registra3on Forms at church entrance and web page.�

�

 

 

 

Saint 

Matthew 

Catholic Church�

�

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 



�

As 2020 is about to end�a year we 

will never forget�we give thanks to God 

for the grace to help us through the 

sorrows, hardships and anxieties that have 

marked this most unusual year.  Despite the 

many difficulties, we can look ahead to 

2021 and dare to hope for daily life to 

return to something as close to normal as 

possible.  �

Therefore as we begin this New Year, 

I wish to thank everyone for your patience 

and understanding during the ongoing 

Covid�19 health crisis.  From the first days 

in March when we couldn’t dip our fingers 

in the holy water font, to the suspension of 

the Sign of Peace at Mass and the removal 

of the missalettes and hymnals and 

collection baskets, and then to the actual 

cancellation of daily and Sunday Masses 

(including confessions, baptisms, weddings 

and funerals), we have seen it all!  And as 

things stand today, albeit under less 

restrictive protocols, still, there is the ever�

present mask to remind us that we still have 

a way to go.  Throughout it all I commend 

your resolve and determination not to lose 

your connection to St. Matthew’s.  For 

despite these trying conditions, all during 

the shutdown you have given your 

consistent support to our parish.  You �

�

mailed in your envelopes or dropped them 

through our the “deposit” window on the 

rectory porch.  As a result, your faithful 

generosity has helped to maintain the 

essential ministries of St. Matthew’s.  �

� Most importantly, it is the spirit of St. 

Matthew’s parish that is alive and well.  

You donated dozens of turkeys for 

Thanksgiving and continue to give 

generously to the St. Ann Pantry each 

month.  Some parishioners have given 

thousands in cash and grocery cards to 

help those in need.  Thus the people of St. 

Matthew’s really live the words of our 

Lord, “What you did for the least of my 

brethren you did for me”  (Matthew 

25:40).�

� Finally, I wish to thank our Readers 

and Ushers and also the volunteers who 

thoroughly clean and sanitize the church 

pews after each Mass.  Many thanks also 

to the  Men’s Club and other volunteers 

who did the hard work of setting up the 

outdoor crèche and decorating the church 

interior.  All your efforts are greatly 

appreciated!� �

2020 is about to end, but clearly the 

spirit and good will of St. Matthew’s 

parish never ends!  May God send His 

blessings upon you and your families!   �

�

�

                         Friday, January 1, 2020�

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION�

�

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy �

Mother of God�

�

�

Mass  Schedule�

�

Thursday,  December 31st �

 4 p.m.. (vigil)�

�

Friday, January 1st�

                            9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.�



�

First Reading: Sir 3:2�6, 12�14�

�

“God sets a father in honor over his children; a 

mother’s authority he confirms over her sons.�

Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and pre-

serves himself from them. When he prays, he is 

heard; he stores up riches who reveres his mother.�

Whoever honors his father is gladdened by chil-

dren, and, when he prays, is heard. Whoever re-

veres his father will live a long life; he who obeys 

his father brings comfort to his mother. My son, 

take care of your father when he is old; grieve him 

not as long as he lives. Even if his mind fail, be 

considerate of him; revile him not all the days of 

his life; kindness to a father will not be forgotten, 

firmly planted against the debt of your sins �a 

house raised in justice to you.”�

�

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 128:1�2, 3, 4�5 �

�

R. (cf. 1)�Blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways.�

Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD, who 

walks in his ways! For you shall eat the fruit of 

your handiwork; blessed shall you be, and favored.�

R.�Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 

walk in his ways.�

Your wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recess-

es of your home; your children like olive plants 

around your table.�

R.�Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 

walk in his ways.�

Behold, thus is the man blessed who fears the 

LORD. The LORD bless you from Zion: may you 

see the prosperity of Jerusalem all the days of your 

life.�

R.�Blessed are those who fear the Lord and 

walk in his ways.�

�

 Second Reading: Col 3:12�21�

�

Brothers and sisters: Put on, as God’s chosen ones, 

holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing with 

one another and forgiving one another,�if one has a 

grievance against another;�as the Lord has forgiven 

you, so must you also do. And over all these put on 

love,�that is, the bond of perfection. And let the 

peace of Christ control your hearts,�the peace into 

which you were also called in one body. And be 

thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you rich-

ly,�as in all wisdom you teach and admonish one 

another,�singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual 

songs�with gratitude in your hearts to God. And 

whatever you do, in word or in deed,�do everything 

in the name of the Lord Jesus,�giving thanks to �

The Holy Family of Jesus, �

Mary and Joseph 

�

God the Father through him.�Wives, be subordinate 

to your husbands,�as is proper in the Lord. Hus-

bands, love your wives,�and avoid any bitterness 

toward them. Children, obey your parents in every-

thing,�for this is pleasing to the Lord. Fathers, do 

not provoke your children,�so they may not become 

discouraged.�

Alleluia: Col 3:15a, 16a �

�

R.�Alleluia, alleluia.�

Let the peace of Christ control your hearts;�

let the word of Christ dwell in you richly.�

R.�Alleluia, alleluia. �

�

Gospel: Lk 2:22�40�

�

 When the days were completed for their purifica-

tion�according to the law of Moses,�They took him 

up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord, just as 

it is written in the law of the Lord,�Every male that 

opens the womb shall be consecrated to the 

Lord,� and to offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle-

doves or two young pigeons,�in accordance with 

the dictate in the law of the Lord. Now there was a 

man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This 

man was righteous and devout, awaiting the conso-

lation of Israel,�and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 

It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit�that 

he should not see death� before he had seen the 

Christ of the Lord. He came in the Spirit into the 

temple;�and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus�to perform the custom of the law in regard to 

im,�He took him into his arms and blessed God, 

saying: “Now, Master, you may let your servant go 

in peace, according to your word, for my eyes have 

seen your salvation, which you prepared in sight of 

all the peoples, a light for revelation to the Gen-

tiles, and glory for your people Israel.” The child’s 

father and mother were amazed at what was said 

about him;�and Simeon blessed them and said to 

Mary his mother,�“Behold, this child is destined�for 

the fall and rise of many in Israel, and to be a sign 

that will be contradicted� �and you yourself a 

sword will pierce��so that the thoughts of many 

hearts may be revealed.” There was also a prophet-

ess, Anna,�the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of 

Asher. She was advanced in years,�having lived 

seven years with her husband after her mar-

riage,�and then as a widow until she was eighty�

four. She never left the temple,�but worshiped night 

and day with fasting and prayer. And coming for-

ward at that very time,�she gave thanks to God and 

spoke about the child�to all who were awaiting the 

redemption of Jerusalem.� When they had fulfilled 

all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they re-

turned to Galilee, to their own town of  Nazareth. 

The child grew and became strong, filled with wis-

dom;�and the favor of God was upon him.�



�

St. Matthew Bereavement         Sup-

port Group will meet on Monday, 

January 4, 2021 from 2:00 to 3:00 

p.m.  in the  Parish Center. Please call 

Rita Lagasse at  �

 860�583�6674 to register. �

�

�

�

Are you an adult who has not received the Sacrament 

of Confirmation? Adult Confirmation classes with  

Fr. Dietrich begin soon. Please call the parish rectory, 

860�583�1833 to register.�

St. Matthew’s �

Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our parishioners who 

continue to make their weekly contribution to St. 

Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to meet our 

expenses and serve our parishioners. Thank you very 

much for your faithful support  during this difficult 

time!�

Office Holidays Hours:�

�

The Parish Office will be 

closed on : �

Friday, January 1, 2021� �

 �

�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, mak-

er of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 

invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 

Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Father 

before all ages. God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, consubstantial with the Father; through 

him all things were made.  For us men and for 

our salvation he came down from heaven, and 

by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary, and became man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 

death and was buried, and rose again on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead and his king-

dom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Fa-

ther and the Son  is adored and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. I believe in 

one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I con-

fess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins and 

I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen�

Nicene Creed�

Holy Hour  

 Respect for Life 

Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Protectress of the Unborn 

�

St. Matthew Church  

Wednesday, January 13, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 

 

�� Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament�

�� Rosary�

�� Songs � Respect for Life �  sung between             

decades�

�� Benediction�

�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be available 

through the day immediately following the 7:30 a.m. 

Mass and concluding with 6:00 p.m. Holy Hour.�

�

�··· Please join us in prayer ···�

�

Holy Family of Jesus, 

Mary and Joseph�

 �

Share an expression of 

gratitude for the gift of 

your family today. Pray for wholeness and holiness 

for all members of the family of God. If a member 

of your family is considering becoming a priest, 

deacon, brother, or sister have them call Fr. Mi-

chael Casey, Director of Vocations, Pastoral Cen-

ter, 860�761�7456, e�mail vocations@aohct.org or 

visit the web at www.hartfordpriest.com. �



�

�

PRAYER TO END �

THE PANDEMIC�

�

�

�

Jesus of Nazareth, 

look upon the tribu-

lations that have 

surrounded us on 

every side.  I beg 

You with all my 

heart, contrite and humble and in the spirit of humility, 

to hear me about  this tribulation.�

I invoke You and call out to You, Alpha and Omega, 

Jesus Christ, Lord of all believers and all creatures, 

that just as You took on true flesh from Blessed Mary, 

so truly we might receive healing and strength from 

You.  Amen.�

�

�

�

�

�

The Mother Theresa Food Pantry at St. Ann 

Church (215 West Street, Bristol) is open on Tuesday 

& Thursday mornings from 8:45 to 11:30 am. 

(masks must be worn). Pre�registration is required. �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Food collection every first Monday of each month.                              

Please leave your donation at St. Matthew’s Church                   

vestibule. Thank you for your support!�

�

 Rooted in Faith, �

Opening Wide Our  Hearts �

�

“Trafficking in persons and 

other contemporary forms of 

enslavement are a worldwide 

program that needs to be taken 

seriously by humanity as a 

whole.” (Pope Francis, 

Message for the 2015 World 

Day of Peace) �

�

On Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7:00 

PM, The Office for Catholic 

Social Justice Ministry of the Archdiocese of 

Hartford will continue its conference series with the 

webinar: “Race and Human Trafficking”. �

Yvette Young, Associate Vice President of Programs 

and Advocacy at the Village for Families & Children 

will be the speaker. She will discuss how race plays a 

role in child exploitation, and how we must be 

racially inclusive in our response. �

�

The Webinar is free; advanced registration is 

required and available at: 

www.catholicsocialjustice.org/open�wide�our�

hearts.html �



�

December 27th �2January 2nd�

�

The Sanctuary Lamp is burning this 

week in honor of  Kathie Felice by sister 

Nancy, daughter Sandy and grandson 

Aaden�

�

The seven�day candle before the statue of 

St. Joseph  is lit as a prayerful vigil to 

Vito J. Delfino requested by his wife and 

daughters.�

Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you would like to have the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, 

please, call the parish office during 

business hours.  �

The prayer list is updated weekly.�

Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, Rita 

Lagasse, Ann Conroy,  Kim Romano, Blanche 

Adamczyk, Ada Zoccoli, Donald Theriault, James 

Barto, Nancy Palmisano, Frank Baldino, Michael 

Butler, Jacqueline Young, Deborah Bachman ,Paul 

Dearer and Joseph Swenton.�

�

Family Chalice For Vocations �

�

8:30 a.m.  � Patrick and Karen Collins �

�

will�receive the Family Chalice for�

Vocations�and pray for�Vocations dur-

ing the next week.  If you would like to 

sign up to receive the Family Chalice 

for  Vocations please contact Rich and �

Donna Slusz at (860) 589�4318.�

Saturday  � December 26th�

8:30 a.m. � †Elizabeth Brown Dumais � �

� by her children Reagan and Quinn�

�

4:00 p.m.� †Phillip Pelletier by his wife and family�

�

�

Sunday  � December 27th * Holy Family of Jesus, Mary 

� and Joseph�

�

7:00 a.m.� †Vito J. Delfino by his wife and daughters�

�

8:30 a.m. � † Marie Roy Levasseur (2nd anniversary) 

� by David and Deborah Gesner�

�

10:00 a.m.� †Carla Holyst  by family�

�

11:30 a.m. � †Joseph Procko Sr. � � �

� by Florence and Charles Procko�

�

5:00 p.m.� † Jeff Kavanaugh, Tim Scully, David John 

� Korytkowski, John D. Korytkowski Jr., 

� Lisa Korytkowski�Michaud by  Lois, Kevin 

� and Lexi�

�

Monday � � December 28th�

7:30 a.m.         All living and deceased members of �

� � Roger Albert Family�

�

Tuesday � � December 29th�

7:30 a.m.� †All souls in Purgatory by Angie Nunes�

�

Wednesday � December 30th�

7:30 a.m.� †Alda Ferreira by Connie Ferreira �

� and family�

�

Saturday  � January 2nd�

8:30a.m.� † Robert and Gaetane Blais by Jean Pierre 

� and Claudette Blais�

4:00 p.m. � †Ronald Savio (20th anniversary) �

� by his sister, Donna Savio�

�

Sunday  � January 3rd 6th Sunday of Advent�

7:00 a.m. � †  Jeff Merrow by Nancy Merrow�

�

8:30 a.m. �� †All living and deceased members �

� � of St. Matthew Parish�

�

10:00 a.m.       † Noah Steven Felix by Judith Perez  �

� � by Judith Perez�

�

11:30 a.m.       †Edward Faryniarz (first anniversary)�

� � by family�

�

 5:00 p.m.       †Diane Bouchard (healing prayers) by family�

Daily Mass Readings�

�

28 Monday� � The Holy Innocents�

Jn 1:5�2:2  Ps 124:2�5, 7c�8  Mt 2:13�18�

  �

�

29 Tuesday� St. Thomas Becket�

Jn 2:3�11  Ps 96:1�3. 5b�6  Lk 2:22�35�

�

�

30Wednesday�  �

 Jn 2:12�17  Ps 96:7�10  Lk 2:36�40�

�

�

31 Thursday� �

Jn 2:18�21 Ps 96:1�2, 11�13  Jn 1:1�18�

�

1 Friday� Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of 

God�

Nm 6:22�27  Ps 67:2�3, 5, 6 , 8  Gal 4:4�7�

�

�

2 Saturday� Saints Basil the Great and Gregory 

Nazianzen�

Jn 2:22�28  Ps 98:1�4  Jn 1:19�28�

�

Thursday�� December 31st �

7:30 a.m.� All living and deceased members �

� of St. Matthew Parish�

Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God, Vigil�

4:00 p.m.� All living and deceased members �

� of St. Matthew Parish�

Friday�January 1st �

�

 Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God �

�

9:00 a.m.� All living and deceased members �

� of St. Matthew Parish�

11:00 a.m.� All living and deceased members �

� of St. Matthew Parish�
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 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. Matthew, Forestville, CT 03-0449

Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.Roger B.
MICHELE’SMICHELE’S

BARBER/BARBER/StylingStyling
860-582-5087860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTSChildren • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pmTuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noonSaturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Compliments of

D’Amato Construction
Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

Contact Robin Ungaro 
to place an ad today! 
rungaro@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6447

 Catholic Cemeteries Association is
 making it easier than ever to pre-plan
 your cemetery arrangements
 Why pre-plan?
• It ensures your wishes are carried out
• It is the greatest gift you can leave your family and loved ones
• It locks in your pricing, without being subjected to price
   increases in the future

And Catholic cemeteries association is making it
even easier with our end of 2020 special!

Purchase any grave space or mausoleum and 
enjoy 0% financing, with no money down!

Call one of our family services coordinators today for more details!
Offer expires 12/31/20

Any space more
than $7500,

pay 24 even monthly 
payments for two years

Any space less
than $7500,

pay 12 even monthly 
payments for one year

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689

101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689

Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732

E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-2295

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

        Follow us on Facebook

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100

THIS SPACE IS

Mr. Fix-It LLC
Professional Work at an Affordable Price

FREE ESTIMATES
Deck Repairs Carpentry
Siding Repairs Painting
Windows & Repairs Light Fixtures
Roofing Repairs Faucets, Flooring
Doors & Storm Doors Gutter Cleaning

Garbage Disposal
Senior Discounts • Owner on all Jobs!

NO JOB TOO SMALL - GIVE JOE A CALL

860-589-2464 Fully Insured 25+ Years
 LIC.#609273 Experience


