
January 10, 2021�The Baptism of the Lord�

�

Welcome to the Catholic Church of Saint 

Ma�hew. Whether you are celebra�ng with us for 

the first �me, visi�ng our community or have 

decided to make this your parish home, the Saint 

Ma�hew  parish family welcomes you!�

�

�

Father John Dietrich, Pastor�

Deacon Brian Armstrong�

Sonia Shavel, Parish Secretary�

R. Greg Romans, Mary Pat Caputo,�

Parish Trustees �

�

MASS SCHEDULE�

Saturday Vigil: 4 PM�

Sunday: 7:00, 8:30, 10:00, 11:30 AM and 5:00 PM�

Daily: Monday through Friday 7:30 AM�

Saturday: 8:30 AM�

�

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (Confession): 

Saturday 3:00�3:45 PM or �

by appointment. Call the Parish Office.�

�

ADDITIONAL SACRAMENTS�

For information on the Sacrament of Baptism, the 

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults, the Sacrament 

of Marriage and the Sacrament of the Sick 

(Anointing of the Sick) please contact the Parish 

Office or go to our website. �

�

SCHOOL • (860) 583�5214�

33 Welch Dr. • Forestville, CT 06010�6790�

Mrs. Helen Treacy, Principal �

Kate Ricci, Secretary�

�

�

PARISH CENTER • (860) 583�7806�

119 Church Ave. • Forestville, CT 06010�6799�

�

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION�

Maryann Wisniewski, DRE�

�

 YOUTH MINISTRY�

Amanda Binghi, Director�

�

MUSIC MINISTRY�

William Hively, Director�

�

ACCOUNTING�

Deborah P. York, Finance Manager�

�

�

�

120 Church Avenue • P.O. Box 9216, Forestville CT 06011�9216�

Phone: 860�583�1833 • Fax: 860�582�6152�

Email: rectory@stma=hewrcc.com • Web: www.stma=hewrcc.com�

Office Hours: Monday through Friday: 9:00AM�4PM�

�

New Parishioner Registra4on:�

Census/Registra?on Forms at church entrance and web page.�

�

 

 

 

Saint 

Matthew 

Catholic Church�

 



�

British Jesuit, R.H.J. Steuart, S.J. (1874�

1948), was a noted retreat master and author of 

several classics on the spiritual life.  In his 1934 book, 

World Intangible, Fr. Steuart challenges us with key 

insights into the practice of prayer.  �

�

“The whole course 

and character of our 

spiritual life 

depends upon the 

way in which we 

think of God. If we 

think of God 

principally as He 

stands in relation to 

ourselves, then our 

spirituality will be 

largely self�

centered.  Our 

purpose will be for our own betterment and advance, 

i.e., the conquest of what is bad in us:  the 

development of what is good; resistance to 

temptation; and aversion from sin.  In this way our 

prayer will take most naturally the shape of petition, 

confession of sin, thanksgiving for favors received, 

and praise of God's goodness to us; all of which are 

acts recognizing Him as Creator, Ruler, Master, 

Judge�our last end.�

“So long as we see God only as He affects 

ourselves, accommodated as it were to our own form, 

so long will God be to us but an aspect of Himself.  

To get to Him as He is in Himself we have to forget 

ourselves:  we have to curb our expansive intellect, 

dismiss our imagination, and  hold back our sensitive 

will.  They cannot help us to love Him.  We might as 

well try to see with our ears or hear with our eyes or 

taste with their hands.  We can’t.  In fact we have no 

faculty under our own control with which we can 

seize Him:  we must wait till He seizes us.�

“Nor must we expect lights or consolation, for 

we should know that these will divert our attention 

from Him to ourselves.  All we should want is God, 

and not for ourselves but for God Himself.  All of this 

is ‘the prayer of God,’ to place ourselves without 

reserve in His hands, to make a real (however feeble) 

beginning of that union with Him in which consists 

the whole significance of prayer and which God, if 

we are faithful, will most assuredly charge Himself to 

increase and complete that union in prayer.�

“Here, ‘waiting’ is an action, not an absence 

of action:  it may be defined as a ‘state of active 

receptivity,’ for though one does not rely upon 

ordered reasoning, imagination, or the stirring �

of sensitive desire, one does positively place and 

maintain oneself in a real act of surrender and 

denunciation of self coupled with and implying a 

petition that God may, as has been said, ‘fill us with 

Himself.’  It matters not at all that one cannot say in 

so many words what precisely one means by that:  

one means it and that is enough.�

“We need not, and we should not, wait for a 

sort of ‘spiritual graduation’ before we venture to 

approach God in this way of prayer.  Rather than its 

cause, holiness is the consequence of such intimacy 

with God in prayer.  And who can doubt that the 

whole world of souls, too, must profit in every 

practical way by a prayer whose only intent is that 

God may have His unrestricted way with ‘one of the 

least of them?’�

“Those who practice this prayer, a prayer 

that does not minister to their self�satisfaction or 

leading them to pride themselves on being more 

advanced than others , creates in them almost 

instantaneously, a very deep sense of their own 

nothingness and a very troubling awareness of their 

own sinful condition. A man looking up at a 

towering precipice is not interested in speculating 

whether or not his head is a millimeter or two nearer 

the top of it than his neighbor’s.  When one finds 

oneself measured, as it were, against God, one has 

no thought of any other standard of excellence.  

Vanity is, after all, the silliest of all the emotions.  

For people who pray a simple prayer of adoration 

realize ever more so their own abysmal 

insufficiency.  �

“The truth is that there is no conflict or 

incompatibility between the different methods of 

accomplishing the act of ‘raising the mind and heart 

to God’ which is prayer. The essence of all of them 

is the joining of one’s will to His.”�

�

�

�

The Catholic High School Collection, occurring in 

all parishes of the Archdiocese on the weekend of 

January 23/24, supports the outstanding education 

offered at our Catholic secondary schools by 

providing funds for tuition assistance, technology 

enhancements, curricular improvements, and 

marketing, all of which are so critical during this 

ongoing pandemic. Please consider investing in the 

exceptional academics, solid faith formation, and 

spirit of service at our high schools by making a gift 

to this year’s Catholic High School Collection on 

January 23/24. �



First Reading: Is 42:1�4, 6�7 �

�

“Thus says the LORD: Here is my servant whom I 

uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, 

upon whom I have put my spirit; he shall bring 

forth justice to the nations, not crying out, not 

shouting, not making his voice heard in the street. 

a bruised reed he shall not break, and a smoldering 

wick he shall not quench, until he establishes jus-

tice on the earth; the coastlands will wait for his 

teaching. I, the LORD, have called you for the 

victory of justice, I have grasped you by the hand; 

I formed you, and set you as a covenant of the 

people, a light for the nations, to open the eyes of 

the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, 

and from the dungeon, those who live in dark-

ness.”�

�

Responsorial Psalm: Ps  29:1�2, 3�4, 3, 9�10 �

�

R. (11b) �The Lord will bless his people with 

peace.�

Give to the LORD, you sons of God,�

�� �give to the LORD glory and praise,�

Give to the LORD the glory due his name;�

�� �adore the LORD in holy attire.�

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.�

The voice of the LORD is over the waters,�

�� �the LORD, over vast waters.�

The voice of the LORD is mighty;�

�� �the voice of the LORD is majestic.��

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace.�

The God of glory thunders,�

�� �and in his temple all say, “Glory!”�

The LORD is enthroned above the flood;�

�� �the LORD is enthroned as king forever.�

R. The Lord will bless his people with peace. �

�

 Second Reading: Acts 10:34�38 �

�

“Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered�

in the house of Cornelius, saying: “In truth, I 

see that God shows no partiality. Rather, in 

every nation whoever fears him and acts up-

rightly is acceptable to him. You know the 

word that he sent to the Israelites as he pro-

claimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is 

Lord of all,�what has happened all over Ju-

dea,�beginning in Galilee after the baptism�

that John preached,�how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power. He 

went about doing good�and healing all those 

oppressed by the devil,�for God was with him.” �

 �

The Baptism of Jesus 

�

Alleluia: Cf. Jn 1:29 �

�

 R. Alleluia, alleluia.�

John saw Jesus approaching him, and said:�

Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world.�

R. Alleluia, alleluia. �

�

Gospel: Mk 1:7�11 �

�

This is what John the Baptist proclaimed:�“One 

mightier than I is coming after me. I am not wor-

thy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals.�

I have baptized you with water;�he will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit.” It happened in those 

days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Gali-

lee�and was baptized in the Jordan by John. On 

coming up out of the water he saw the heavens 

being torn open�and the Spirit, like a dove, de-

scending upon him. And a voice came from the 

heavens,�“You are my beloved Son; with you I 

am well pleased.”�

�

�

I believe in one God, the Father almighty, mak-

er of heaven and earth, of all things visible and 

invisible. I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, born of the Fa-

ther before all ages. God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 

made, consubstantial with the Father; through 

him all things were made.  For us men and for 

our salvation he came down from heaven, and 

by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 

Mary, and became man. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate, he suffered 

death and was buried, and rose again on the 

third day in accordance with the Scriptures. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead and his king-

dom will have no end. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who with the Fa-

ther and the Son  is adored and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. I believe in 

one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. I con-

fess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen�

Nicene Creed�



�

Dear Parishioners, Please let us 

know if you have an address 

change. Many of you let us know 

you’ve moved by updating your  

address on your  weekly envelopes. 

This is a great way to keep our 

census current. Thank you! �

St. Matthew’s �

Weekly Offertory Collection�

�

We are very grateful for our 

parishioners who continue to make 

their weekly contribution to St. 

Matthew’s. Your generosity is vital to 

meet our expenses and serve our 

parishioners. For your contributions please note that 

you can . . �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Thank you very much for your faithful support  during 

this difficult time!�

1)� Mail your envelopes to the rectory office.�

2)� Use our Offertory “drop�off” window in the                                                           

rectory office entrance.�

3)� Use our online giving app.� Registering is 

easy!� Just go to our webpage at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com and click  WAYS 

TO GIVE.�

Respect for Life Holy Hour    

Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Protectress of the Unborn 

St. Matthew Church  

Wednesday, January 13, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 

�� Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament�

�� Rosary�

�� Songs � Respect for Life �  sung between             

decades�

�� Benediction�

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be available 

through the day immediately following the 7:30 a.m. 

Mass and concluding with 6:00 p.m. Holy Hour.�

�

�··· Please join us in prayer ···�

�

ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS:�

�

Keeping in mind our parish safety 

protocols,  we kindly remind everyone to 

wear your mask properly in church. �

�

�

 �

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

Thank you for your cooperation!�

�

We are grateful for your 

support of St. Matthew 

parish. Online Giving 

allows you to make 

contributions without 

writing checks or  worrying 

about cash donations. This 

site lets you set up 

automatic contributions and 

to change the timing or the amount of your gift at 

any time. Please  go to our website at 

www.stmatthewrcc.com �

LIVE STREAM MASSES  

Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 

 

 St. Matthew’s Facebook:  https://

www.facebook.com/St-Matthew-

Catholic-Church-Forestville-CT-

121109094566837/ 

*You do not need to be a Facebook 

subscriber to access the live stream  

 

 OR 

 

 Go to:  www.stmatthewrcc.com.  

Click on YouTube:  https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UC45F-

kofxl70s27ZOcz_hog 

(recorded Masses only—available 30 

min. after Mass ends). 



�

�

PRAYER TO END �

THE PANDEMIC�

�

Jesus of Nazareth, we 

pray for a swift end to 

the coronavirus 

pandemic that afflicts 

our world, and ask that 

You bless the sick with 

healing, strengthen all 

caregivers, and help 

everyone to persevere in faith. Lord our God, 

source of all life, health and healing, look with 

compassion on our world that continues to 

struggle with this scourge.� Protect us in the 

midst of the grave challenges that assail us and, 

in Your Providence, grant recovery to the sick, 

encouragement to those who care for them, and 

success to all who are working to keep us 

safe.�� Amen.��

�

�

�

�

�

The Mother Theresa Food 

Pantry at St. Ann Church 

(215 West Street, Bristol) is 

open on Tuesday & 

Thursday mornings from 

8:45 to 11:30 am. Masks must be worn. �

Pre�registration is required. �

�

�

 Rooted in Faith, �

Opening Wide Our  Hearts �

�

“Trafficking in persons and 

other contemporary forms of 

enslavement are a worldwide 

program that needs to be taken 

seriously by humanity as a 

whole.” (Pope Francis, 

Message for the 2015 World 

Day of Peace) �

�

On Wednesday, Jan. 13, 7:00 

PM, The Office for Catholic 

Social Justice Ministry of the Archdiocese of 

Hartford will continue its conference series with the 

webinar: “Race and Human Trafficking”. �

Yvette Young, Associate Vice President of Programs 

and Advocacy at the Village for Families & Children 

will be the speaker. She will discuss how race plays a 

role in child exploitation, and how we must be 

racially inclusive in our response. �

�

The Webinar is free; advanced registration is 

required and available at: 

www.catholicsocialjustice.org/open�wide�our�

hearts.html �

 �

The Mother Teresa Food 

Pantry committee would 

like to thank all who donated 

food throughout the past year.�    Because of your gen-

erosity, we were able to provide hundreds  bags of 

food to the needy in the area.� We were also able to 

provide Thanksgiving & Christmas dinners for over 

many families.� This would not have been possible 

without your generous donations.�

God�Bless,�

Ginette Paradis�

Food Pantry Coordinator�



Dear Parishioners:�

�

If you would like to have the name of a 

loved one included in our prayer list, 

please, call the parish office during 

business hours.  �

The prayer list is updated weekly.�

�

Nicholas Del Mastro, Jill Synnott, Rita Lagasse, Ann 

Conroy,  Kim Romano, Blanche Adamczyk, Ada 

Zoccoli, Donald Theriault, James Barto, Nancy 

Palmisano, Frank Baldino, Michael Butler, 

Jacqueline Young, Debra Bachman ,Paul Dearer  

Joseph Swenton and Dean Paradis.�

�

Family Chalice For Vocations �

�

11:30 � Gray Family�

�

will�receive the Family Chalice for�

Vocations�and pray for�Vocations during 

the next week.  If you would like to sign 

up to receive the Family Chalice for  Vo-

cations please contact Rich and �

Donna Slusz at (860) 589�4318.�

�

Saturday  � January 9th�

8:30 a.m. � † Nazaire and Gaetane Blais � �

� by Jean Pierre and Claudette Blais �

�

4:00 p.m.� † George and Mary Gagnon � �

� by Barbara Gagnon�

�

�

Sunday  � January 10th * The Baptism of the Lord�

�

7:00 a.m.� † All living and deceased members �

� of St. Matthew Parish�

�

8:30 a.m. � † All living and deceased members�

�  of St. Matthew Parish�

�

10:00 a.m.� † Ernest Maynard (Anniversary) by his son, 

� Richard and Jean Maynard �

�

11:30 a.m. � † Anthony Aspromonte by his daughter, 

� Rosemary Aspromante�

5:00 p.m.� † Robert and Loretta Gibson by family�

�

Monday � � January 11th�

7:30 a.m.         All living and deceased members �

� � of St. Matthew Parish�

�

Tuesday � � January 12th�

7:30 a.m.� † Margaret Szost by the Lissy Family �

�

Wednesday � January 13th�

7:30 a.m.� † Robert L. Cote (birthday remembrance) 

� by his wife, Lorraine Cote �

�

Thursday� January 14th�

7:30 a.m.� † Robert and Loretta Gibson by family�

�

Friday� January 15th�

7:30 a.m.� † All living and deceased members�

�  of St. Matthew Parish�

�

�

Saturday  � January 16th�

8:30a.m.� † Mary Jane and Laureat Nadeau �

� by Ron and Mike Nadeau �

4:00 p.m. � † �Phillip and Andrew Pelletier � �

� by Jeannine Pelletier �

�

Sunday  � January 17th 2nd Sunday in OT�

7:00 a.m. � † Pauline Grabelski by Nancy Merrow �

�

8:30 a.m. �� † All living and deceased members �

� � of St. Matthew Parish�

�

10:00 a.m.       † Clifford Snow by Paul D’Aprile �

�

11:30 a.m.       † Leenora Oliver by her daughters: Alison, 

� � Amanda and Amy and husband, Gordon �

�

 5:00 p.m.       † Robert and Loretta Gibson by family�

�

�

�

11 Monday� �

Heb 1:1�6  Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9  Mk 1:14�20�  �

�

12 Tuesday� �

Heb 2:5�12,  Ps 8:2ab, 5�9  Mk 1:21�28�

�

13 Wednesday�  St. Hilary�

Heb 2:14�18  Ps105:1�4, 6�9  Mk 1:29�39�

 �

14 Thursday� �

Heb 3:7�14  Ps 95:6�7c, 8�11  Mk 1:40�45�

�

15 Friday� �

Heb 4:1�5, 11  Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c�8  Mk 2:1�12�

�

16 Saturday� �

Heb 4:12�16  Ps 19:8�10, 15  Mk 2:13�17�

�

The Baptism of the Lord �

This is National Vocation 

Awareness Week. Revel in 

the gift of your baptism; 

pray for and with those who 

are called to fulfill their 

baptismal promises as priests, sisters, and brothers. 

Encourage someone you know to consider a life of service 

in the church and have them call Fr. Michael Casey, 

Director of Vocations, Pastoral Center, 860�761�7456, e�

mail vocations@aohct.org or visit the web at 

www.hartfordpriest.com. �

�

The following Mass Intentions are  available for the month 

of  January. If you would like to request a Mass intention 

please contact the Parish Office from Monday to Friday 

during  office  hours ( 9�4 pm) at 860�583�1833.�

Mon 1/18;  Tue 1/19, Wed 1/20, Thus 1/21, Fri 1/22, Sun 

1/24 (8:30 am); Wed 1/27, Thurs 1/28; Sat 1/30 (8:30 am);�

Sun 1/31 (8:30 am; 5 pm)�

Daily Mass Readings�
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Wills - Trusts - Elder Law
Bristol • 860-583-5200 • www.bpslawyers.com

Bruce Newman, Attorney at Law
bnewman@bpslawyers.com

 Roger B.Roger B.
MICHELE’SMICHELE’S

BARBER/BARBER/StylingStyling
860-582-5087860-582-5087

Children • Seniors • DISCOUNTSChildren • Seniors • DISCOUNTS
13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol13 Jerome Avenue, Bristol
Hours: Hours: Tuesday-Friday: 7am-6pmTuesday-Friday: 7am-6pm

Saturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noonSaturday: 7am-5pm Sunday: 8am-noon

Dean B. KilBourne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Kilbourne & 
Tully, p.c.

120 Laurel Street
Bristol, CT  06010

(860) 583-1341
FAX (860) 585-9080

NORM’S PAINTING, LLC.
BRISTOL, CONN.

FULLY INSURED • LIC # 0621706

CALL (860) 589-3346
CELL (860) 628-1102

OVER 46 YEARS EXPERIENCE

750 Farmington Ave. (Route 6) Bristol
860-582-7166 | www.CityTrueValue.com
Power Equipment Parts, Sales & Service

Village Gate of Farmington
88 Scott Swamp Rd., Farmington, CT 06032

860-559-4991
Pamela.langlois@holidaytouch.com

Compliments of
D’Amato Construction

Company, Inc.

GENERAL
CONTRACTORS

400 Middle St.
Bristol

860-583-3489
fax:  860-585-6370

Contact Robin Ungaro 
to place an ad today! 
rungaro@4LPi.com or 
(800) 477-4574 x6447

Modern Scapes LLC
Landscape Design & Installation
Grow With Us and Love Your Yard

860.690.3429
www.modernscapesct.com

modernscapes@aol.com

The Catholic Cemeteries Association 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford, Inc.

Calvary Cemetery 
Waterbury 

203-754-9105 

Mt Olivet Cemetery 
Watertown 

860-274-4641

St Francis Cemetery 
Torrington

860-482-4670

Advanced Planning of your Cemetery needs is a loving gift 
that relieves your family of a difficult decision in the midst 

of their grief. Whether a Traditional Grave, Mausoleum,  
or Cremation, let our caring team of Family Service  

Advisors help you choose your cemetery needs.
www.ccacem.org

For your convenience we now sell Granite Flush Markers  
and Monuments at all our locations!
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Here’s to
working together

Free Prescription Delivery
25 Collins Rd • Bristol, CT

860.589.5587

No Problem Too Small - We HaNdle THem all
From driPPy FauceT - To a WHole NeW PlumbiNg,

HeaTiNg & air coNdiTioNiNg SySTem
WaTer HeaTerS - WaTer PumPS/TaNkS - boilerS

SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE
We Take Pride In Our Work • Call a Company That Cares -

*24 HOURS A DAY - WE ARE READY TO SERVE YOU CALL US TODAY

CT Master Plumbers License #P1-00203021 CT
Heating/Cooling License #Sl-00302972
CT Home Improvement License #0641236
Sheet Metal Contractor SM1 License #5600

CLIP & SAVE - CALL TODAY: $40.00 OFF SERVICE CALL

James Rybczyk 
Instant Response Plumbing, Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.

James Rybczyk, President
We Specialize in ReSidential

and commeRcial RepaiR WoRk

860-585-7500

FREE
ESTIMATES 

FULLY INSURED

Bristol
Chamber of
Commerce

A Financial Services Firm

P.O. Box 1689
101 Church Ave.

Bristol, CT 06011-1689
Phone: (860) 261-4746

Fax: (860) 261-4732
E-mail: wmicari@micarifinacial.com

William R. Micari, Securities offered through
Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.,a
Broker/Dealer, Member FINRA/SIPC.

Investment Advisor Representative, Cambridge
Investment Research Advisor’s Inc.
A Registered Investment Advisor.

Cambridge and Micari Financial Group, LLC
are not affiliated.

Allaire Elder Law, LLC
Attorneys Stephen O. Allaire 

& Halley C. Allaire
271 Farmington Ave. Bristol, CT 

860-259-1500
Elder Law • Veterans Benefits

Title 19 • Protecting Your Home
Life Care Plans

www.allaireelderlaw.com

48 Broad Street, 
Plainville, CT 06062
860-747-2295

www.bailey-funeralhome.com

        Follow us on Facebook

Apartments for Rent
Spacious, Luxury Apartments | Age 55 & Older

 500 Stafford Ave., Bristol, CT
 HT & HW INCLUDED, FULLY APP’D
 ELEVATORS, SECURE BUILDINGS
 Tri-D Realty | 860-583-1100

THIS SPACE IS

Mr. Fix-It LLC
Professional Work at an Affordable Price

FREE ESTIMATES
Deck Repairs Carpentry
Siding Repairs Painting
Windows & Repairs Light Fixtures
Roofing Repairs Faucets, Flooring
Doors & Storm Doors Gutter Cleaning

Garbage Disposal
Senior Discounts • Owner on all Jobs!

NO JOB TOO SMALL - GIVE JOE A CALL

860-589-2464 Fully Insured 25+ Years
 LIC.#609273 Experience


