
These three things God requires of all the Baptized: right faith in the heart, truth on the tongue, temperance in the body. —St Gregory Nazianzen (d. 390)
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Saturday ............................................ 4:00-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage

Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

KEEPING FAITH

Behold, I am sending you like sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd

as serpents and simple as doves. —Mt 10:16

Through faith and baptism [the Sacrament of Faith] we are

"born of the Spirit" (John 3:6) and receive the gift of

Sanctifying Grace, a participation in the life of God. The

first excerpt below is from a homily by St Basil (d. 379) in

which he appeals to the faithful to defend the faith in which

they were baptized and by which they received new life in

Christ and adoption as children of God: "The common aim

of all our adversaries, and of all who are contrary to sound

doctrine (1 Tim 1:10), is to overthrow the foundations of

the faith of Christ, by leveling the Apostolic traditions to

the earth, wholly destroying them." The second excerpt is

from a homily by St John Chrysostom (d. 407). He assures

the faithful that God's grace is sufficient to overcome all the

obstacles that oppose our salvation ... provided we remain

"his people, the sheep of his flock" (Ps 95:7). 

AN ANGEL FREES THE APOSTLES FROM PRISON [detail]

[Acts 12:3-11] by Juan Rodriguez (d. 1742)

WHENCE is it that we are Christians? Through faith, all

will answer. How are we saved? By being born again in the

grace of baptism. For how else could we be? Then,

knowing that this salvation is confirmed by the Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost, shall we cast aside this form of doctrine

(Rom 6:17) handed down to us? Would this not be the

cause of the greatest grief if we now found we were further

off from salvation than when we first

believed (Rom 8:11); that we must now

deny what before we believed? For it is the

same loss for anyone to depart this life

unbaptized, as to receive that baptism from
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which one thing of what has been handed down has been

omitted. And whoever does not observe the profession we

made on our first entering in, when, delivered from idols,

we approached the living God, and does not hold fast to it

throughout life as his surest protection, makes himself a

stranger from the promises of God (1 Thess 1:9);

dishonoring the pledge he himself gave at his profession of

faith.

For if for me my baptism was the beginning of my life,

and that day of my rebirth the first of all days, then,

plainly, the word I spoke on the day of my adoption is the

one most of all to be honored. Can I then, misled by the

deceptions of such teachers as these, deny that tradition

which brought me to the Light, guided me to the

knowledge of my God, and made me a son of God who

before was His enemy through sin? For myself I pray that I

may depart to the Lord holding fast to this profession; and

I exhort them also, to preserved the faith inviolate till the

Day of Christ, to maintain the Spirit undivided from the

Father, and from the Son, and observe the faith of their

baptism, both in their profession of faith, and in giving

praise of God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, to Whom be

praise and glory, world without end. Amen.

a

AS long as we are sheep, we overcome and, though

surrounded by countless wolves, we emerge victorious; but

if we turn into wolves, we are overcome, for we love the

shepherd's help. [Jesus], after all, feeds the sheep not

wolves, and will abandon you if you do not let him show

his power in you.

What he says is this: "Do not be upset that, as I send

you out among the wolves, I bid you be as sheep and doves.

I could have managed things quite differently and sent you,

not to suffer evil nor to yield like sheep to the wolves, but

to be fiercer than lions. But the way I have chosen is right.

It will bring you greater praise and at the same time

manifest my power". That is what he told Paul: My grace is

enough for you, for in weakness my power is made perfect.

"I intend", he says, "to deal in the same way with you". For,

when he says, I am sending you out like sheep, he implies:

"But do not therefore lose heart, for I know and am certain

that no one will be able to overcome you".

The Lord, however, does want them to contribute

something, lest everything seem to be the work of grace,

and they seem to win their reward without deserving it.

Therefore he adds: You must be clever as snakes and

innocent as doves. But, they may object, what good is our

cleverness amid so many dangers? How can we be clever

when tossed about by so many waves? However great the

cleverness of the sheep as he stands among the wolves—so

many wolves!—what can it accomplish? However great the

innocence of the dove, what good does it do him, with so

many hawks swooping upon him? To all this I say:

Cleverness and innocence admittedly do these irrational

creatures no good, but they can help you greatly.

What cleverness is the Lord requiring here? The

cleverness of a snake. A snake will surrender everything and

will put up no great resistance even if its body is being cut

in pieces, provided it can save its head. So you, the Lord is

saying, must surrender everything but your faith: money,

body, even life itself. For faith is the head and the root;

keep that, and though you lose all else, you will get it back

in abundance. The Lord therefore counseled the disciples to

be not simply clever or innocent; rather he joined the two

qualities so that they become a genuine virtue. He insisted

on the cleverness of the snake so that deadly wounds might

be avoided, and he insisted on the innocence of the dove so

that revenge might not be taken on those who injure or lay

traps for you. Cleverness is useless without innocence.

Do not believe that this precept is beyond your power.

More than anyone else, the Lord knows the true natures of

created things; he knows that moderation, not a fierce

defense, beats back a fierce attack.

MASS INTENTIONS

Jan 11 (Sat), 5:30 PM Albert Champagne (req. by

Champagne & Jones

families)

Jan 12 (Sun), 8:00 AM SJN Parishioners

Jan 16 (Wed), 12:15 PM Christopher Tirrell (req. by

Lester family)

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is

ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions

(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (St Monica,

d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you

remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

WEEKLY CALENDAR

12 Jan, SUNDAY—1st Week in Ordinary Time

7:00 PM | Adoration until 8:00 PM

13 Jan, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  6:00 PM | Women's Faith Sharing

  6:30 PM | Women's Bible Study (offsite)

14 Jan, TUESDAY

12:15 PM | *No daily Mas

  7:00 PM | FAST 2020 (meets 2nd & 4th Tue of   

   month)

15 Jan, WEDNESDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  7:00 PM | Adult Bible Study/Catechesis

16 Jan, THURSDAY

  9:00 AM | Day Away

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

17 Jan, FRIDAY

10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

18 Jan, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group

  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat of

 month)
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  9:30 AM | Widow/Widower Support Group

 (2nd Sat)

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) K-5th Grade and

EDGE (Middle School): 

• K-5th Grade program meets either Sunday

morning following the 10:00 AM Mass (11:15-

12:15) or Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:30 PM.

Next class(es):19 (Sun) and 23 (Thu) Jan, 2020.

• EDGE (Middle School) meets Monday evenings

at 7:00 PM. Next session: 20 Jan (Mon), 2020.

• LIFETEEN (High School) meets Sunday evenings

at 7:00 PM. Next session: 19 Jan (Sun), 2020.

For more information, contact Claire Bryson (K-

5th Grade): 880-4689 x114, <cbryson@

sjnnh.org>; or Cheri Andersen (Middle School) at

880-4689 x111, <candersen@sjnnh.org>.

The KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

support BIRTHRIGHT as part of 

their ongoing Culture of Life 

initiatives. 

BIRTHRIGHT

For over 50 years, BIRTHRIGHT has been helping

women with unplanned pregnancies. Birthright

began in Toronto, Ontario, Canada in 1968 when

Louise Summerhill, a busy housewife and mother

of seven children, felt something should be done to

help women facing unplanned pregnancies. By

offering love, hope, support and resources,

BIRTHRIGHT has grown to become a pregnancy

support service with hundreds of centers

throughout Canada, the United States and Africa.

Birthright is committed to providing confidential,

non-judgmental support to any woman who is

pregnant or thinks she might be pregnant, no

matter her age, race, circumstances, religion,

marital status or financial situation. BIRTHRIGHT

is a charitable organization that relies on the

dedication, time and talents of volunteers and the

generosity of donations to ensure it can persevere

in supporting pregnant women.

BIRTHRIGHT centers are listed by the IRS as a

501 (c) (3) nonprofit. 

NEEDS: Birthright is always in need of gently used

clothing for children. When cleaning out closets

and drawers and looking for a home for clothing in

good condition, please keep Birthright in mind. 

Boys' and girls' clothing 0-24 months, 2T and 3T

are greatly appreciated. Toddler books, baby food

and formula are always welcome

VATICAN

http://www.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html

VATICAN NEWS

https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html

UNITED STATES CONFERENCE

OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS

http://www.usccb.org



ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS

Wed, 7:00 PM

Adult formation continues this Wednesday at 7:00

PM. Topic: THE NEW TESTAMENT IN ITS

WORLD, a multi-part video series. 

YARN MINISTRY

The Yarn Ministry is seeking DONATIONS OF

YARN. Our bins are pretty empty. A prayer shawl

requires 3-4 full skeins of yarn, and chemo hats at

least one full skein. The parish community has

been very generous in the past, and we ask for your

help again!

A M A Z O N • S M I L E

Please support our St John Neumann Food Pantry when

you purchase items through Amazon.com. Go to

<https://smile.amazon.com> and add "Saint John

Neumann Parish" as your charity of choice. 0.5% of

every purchase is donated to the SJN FOODPANTRY.

CAMP FATIMA / CAMP BERNADETTE

SCHOLARSHIPS

In accordance with the terms of a bequest received

by the diocese, Bp. Libasci is making

SCHOLARSHIPS available to youth aged 6-15 to

attend Camps Fatima and Bernadette. The youth

must be Catholic and residing in New Hampshire.

Due to increased camping costs, the number of

SCHOLARSHIPS awarded this year is limited to

twenty-one (21). The SCHOLARSHIPS are

granted to those in financial need, and are based

on the recommendation of the pastor of their

parish. Pastors have been asked to recommend

youth to attend one of the two-week sessions.

NOTE: THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS

31 JAN 2020.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, please contact:

Nancy Provencher <nprovencher@rcbm.org>,

(603) 663-0140.

ADDRESS CHANGES?

If your mailing address, email, or phone number has

changed PLEASE NOTIFY the parish office. Call (603)

880-4689 or email ebuckley@sjnnh.org. Keeping our

parish register data up-to-date saves the parish both time

and money. Thanks!



SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114; cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111; candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080
ROGER F. BLAIS
General Contractor Inc.
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET
REQUEST NO OBLIGATION AUTO EMAILS WITH YOUR CUSTOM REAL ESTATE SEARCH DIRECTLY FROM MLS

Magdalena Henderson, REALTOR®

MOBILE: 603-554-0015
EMAIL: m.henderson@kw.com 
WEB: www.m-henderson.com
ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 168 S RIVER RD. 

BEDFORD, NH 03110

Contact Michael Falzone to place an ad today! 
mfalzone@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6435

Matthew C. Leighton, DDS
Valerie Pereira Liang, DMD 

www.clarkandleighton.com
Ponemah Crossing | 102 Ponemah Rd. | Amherst, NH

603.673.7950

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee


