
We always find that those who walked closest to Christ were those who had to bear the greatest trials. —St Teresa of Avila (d. 1582)

SS. PETER AND PAUL

by Simone Martini (d. 1344)
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Fr. Robert Glasgow
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Chaplain (LTC) USA, Ret.

880-4689 x113, pastor@sjnnh.org

Deacon Mark De Rosch

deacon@sjnnh.org

Eileen Buckley

Business Manager / Parish Secretary

880-4689 x110, office@sjnnh.org

MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Saturday ............................................ 4:00-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage

Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

KEYS AND SWORD

The following excerpts are from Pope Benedict XVI's

homily on the feast of SS. Peter and Paul (29 Jun 2012).

IN front of St Peter's

Basilica there are two

imposing statues of St

Peter and St Paul

which are recognizable

by their respective

attributes: the KEYS in

the hand of Peter, the

SWORD held by Paul.

Likewise, at the main

entrance to the

Basilica of St Paul

Outside the Walls

[Rome], there are

depictions of scenes

from the life and the

martyrdom of these

two pillars of the

Church. CHRISTIAN

TRADITION HAS

ALWAYS

CONSIDERED ST

PETER AND ST

PAUL TO BE

INSEPARABLE:

INDEED,

TOGETHER, THEY

REPRESENT THE

WHOLE GOSPEL OF

CHRIST. In Rome,

their bond came to

acquire a particular

significance. The

Christian community

considered them a

kind of counter-

balance to the

mythical Romulus and

Remus, the two brothers held to be the

founders of Rome. 

In the passage from St Matthew's

Gospel that we have just heard, Peter makes
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his own confession of faith in Jesus, acknowledging him as

Messiah and Son of God. He does so in the name of the

other Apostles too. In reply, the Lord reveals to him the

mission that he intends to assign to him, that of being the

"rock", the visible foundation on which the entire spiritual

edifice of the Church is built (cf. Mt 16:16-19). But in what

sense is Peter the rock? How is he to exercise this

prerogative, which naturally he did not receive for his own

sake? The account given by the evangelist Matthew tells us

first of all that the acknowledgment of Jesus' identity made

by Simon in the name of the Twelve did not come "through

flesh and blood", that is, through his human capacities, but

through a particular revelation from God the Father. By

contrast, immediately afterwards, as Jesus foretells his

passion, death and resurrection, Simon Peter reacts on the

basis of "flesh and blood": he "began to rebuke him, saying,

this shall never happen to you" (16:22). And Jesus in turn

replied: "Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to

me...." (16:23). The disciple who, through God's gift, was

able to become a solid rock, here shows himself for what he

is in his human weakness: a stone along the path, a stone

on which men can stumble. Here we see the tension that

exists between the gift that comes from the Lord and

human capacities; and in this scene between Jesus and

Simon Peter we see anticipated in some sense the drama of

the history of the papacy itself, characterized by the joint

presence of these two elements: on the one hand, because

of the light and the strength that come from on high, the

papacy constitutes the foundation of the Church during its

pilgrimage through history; on the other hand, across the

centuries, human weakness is also evident, which can only

be transformed through openness to God's action. 

And in today's Gospel there emerges powerfully the

clear promise made by Jesus: "the gates of the underworld",

that is, the forces of evil, will not prevail. One is reminded

of the account of the call of the prophet Jeremiah, to whom

the Lord said, when entrusting him with his mission:

"Behold, I make you this day a fortified city, an iron pillar,

and bronze walls, against the whole land, against the kings

of Judah, its princes, its priests, and the people of the land.

They will fight against you; but they shall not prevail

against you, for I am with you, says the Lord, to deliver

you!" (Jer 1:18-19). In truth, the promise that Jesus makes

to Peter is even greater than those made to the prophets of

old: they, indeed, were threatened only by human enemies,

whereas Peter will have to be defended from the "gates of

the underworld", from the destructive power of evil.

Jeremiah receives a promise that affects him as a person

and his prophetic ministry; Peter receives assurances

concerning the future of the Church, the new community

founded by Jesus Christ, which extends to all of history, far

beyond the personal existence of Peter himself. 

Let us move on now to THE SYMBOL OF THE KEYS,

which we heard about in the Gospel. It echoes the oracle of

the prophet Isaiah concerning the steward Eliakim, of

whom it was said: "And I will place on his shoulder the key

of the house of David; he shall open, and none shall shut;

and he shall shut, and none shall open" (Isa 22:22). The key

represents authority over the house of David. And in the

Gospel there is another saying of Jesus addressed to the

scribes and the Pharisees, whom the Lord reproaches for

shutting off the kingdom of heaven from people (cf. Mt

23:13). This saying also helps us to understand the promise

made to Peter: to him, inasmuch as he is the faithful

steward of Christ's message, it belongs to open the gate of

the Kingdom of Heaven, and to judge whether to admit or

to refuse (cf. Rev 3:7). Hence the two images—that of the

keys and that of binding and loosing—express similar

meanings which reinforce one another. The expression

"binding and loosing" forms part of rabbinical language and

refers on the one hand to doctrinal decisions, and on the

other hand to disciplinary power, that is, the faculty to

impose and to lift excommunication. The parallelism "on

earth ... in the heavens" guarantees that Peter's decisions in

the exercise of this ecclesial function are valid in the eyes of

God. 

In Chapter 18 of Matthew's Gospel we find another

saying of Jesus addressed to the disciples: "Truly I say to

you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven,

and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven"

(Mt 18:18). St John, in his account of the appearance of the

risen Christ in the midst of the Apostles on Easter evening,

recounts these words of the Lord: "Receive the Holy Spirit.

If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven: if you

retain the sins of any, they are retained" (John 20:22-23). In

the light of these parallels, it appears clearly that the

authority of loosing and binding consists in the power to

remit sins. And this grace, which defuses the powers of

chaos and evil, is at the heart of the Church's ministry. The

Church is not a community of the perfect, but a community

of sinners, obliged to recognize their need for God's love,

their need to be purified through the Cross of Jesus Christ.

Jesus' sayings concerning the authority of Peter and the

Apostles make it clear that God's power is love, the love

that shines forth from Calvary. Hence we can also

understand why, in the Gospel account, Peter's confession

of faith is immediately followed by the first prediction of

the Passion: through his death, Jesus conquered the powers

of the underworld, with his blood he poured out over the

world an immense flood of mercy, which cleanses the

whole of humanity in its healing waters. 

Dear brothers and sisters, as I mentioned at the

beginning, the iconographic tradition represents St Paul

with a SWORD, and we know that this was the instrument

with which he was killed. Yet as we read the writings of the

Apostle of the Gentiles, we discover that the image of the

sword refers to his entire mission of evangelization. For

example, when he felt death approaching, he wrote to

Timothy: "I have fought the good fight" (2 Tim 4:7). This

was certainly not the battle of a military commander but

that of a herald of the Word of God, faithful to Christ and

to his Church, to which he gave himself completely. And

that is why the Lord gave him the crown of glory and

placed him, together with Peter, as a pillar in the spiritual

edifice of the Church. 
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HOLY FAMILY

Attendance 593/Offering $5,221.00

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Attendance 192/Offering $1,590.00

EPIPHANY

Attendance 558/Offering $6,965.00

Capital Improvements $75.00

Flowers $25.00

Thank you for your generosity!

MASS INTENTIONS

Jan 19 (Sun), 8:00 AM Madeline Rousseau (req. by

Hughes family)

Jan 19, 10:00 AM SJN Parishioners

Jan 19, 6:00 PM Kate Rombola & Leon Noel (req.

by Dube family)

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is

ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions

(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (St Monica,

d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you

remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

WEEKLY CALENDAR

19 Jan, SUNDAY—2nd Week in Ordinary Time

7:00 PM | Adoration until 8:00 PM

20 Jan, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  6:30 PM | Women's Bible Study (offsite)

21 Jan, TUESDAY

12:15 PM | *No daily Mas

  7:00 PM | FAST 2020 (meets 2nd & 4th Tue of   

   month)

22 Jan, WEDNESDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  7:00 PM | Adult Bible Study/Catechesis

23 Jan, THURSDAY

  9:00 AM | Day Away

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

24 Jan, FRIDAY

10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

25 Jan, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group

  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat of

 month)

  9:30 AM | Widow/Widower Support Group

 (2nd Sat)

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

PARENT MEETING

This Sunday/Thursday

The third set of Parent Handbooks will be

distributed this week: 

• CATECHETICAL SERIES [2nd and 3rd of

four handbooks: Creed, Sacraments]

• LIFE OF CHRIST SERIES [5th of seven

handbooks: Mission 04]

3rd Grade CONFIRMATION

& FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

The diocese has set the date for our 3rd Grade

Confirmation & First Holy Communion Mass:

25 Apr (Sat) at 12:30 AM. 

This is two weeks after Easter. The 3rd Grade class

from Our Lady of Mercy (Merrimack) students will

join with us.

FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) K-5th Grade and

EDGE (Middle School): 

• K-5th Grade program meets Sunday morning

following the 10:00 AM Mass (11:15-12:15) or

Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:30 PM. Next

class(es):19 (Sun) and 23 (Thu) Jan, 2020.

• EDGE (Middle School) meets Monday evenings

at 7:00 PM. Next session: 20 Jan (Mon), 2020.

• ALPHA YOUTH (High School) meets Sunday

evenings at 7:00 PM. Next session: 19 Jan (Sun),

2020.

For more information, contact Claire Bryson (K-

5th Grade): 880-4689 x114, <cbryson@

sjnnh.org>; or Cheri Andersen (Middle School) at

880-4689 x111, <candersen@sjnnh.org>.

ANNUAL CHILI COOK-OFF & DINNER

The Knights of Columbus is hosting

a Chili Cook-Off and Dinner on

Saturday, January 25 following the

5:30 PM Mass.

For those interested in entering their

favorite chili creation, please see the

Knights after Mass. For everyone

else, please come for the dinner.



FAMILY BINGO

Next Sunday

Our Faith Formation Program is sponsoring a

FAMILY BINGO next Sunday (26 Jan) following

the 10:00 AM Mass. Just for fun. There's no cost.

"Catholic" prizes. Hot dogs & chips will be served.

ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS

Adult formation continues this Wednesday at 7:00

PM. Topic: THE NEW TESTAMENT IN ITS

WORLD, a multi-part video series. 

A M A Z O N • S M I L E

Please support our St John Neumann Food Pantry when

you purchase items through Amazon.com. Go to

<https://smile.amazon.com> and add "Saint John

Neumann Parish" as your charity of choice. 0.5% of

every purchase is donated to the SJN FOODPANTRY.

OPEN HOUSE

Saint Francis School

9 St. Francis Way

Litchfield, NH 03052

(603) 424-3312

"Catholic, Excellence, Outdoors"

Our Evening OPEN HOUSE on Wednesday,

January 22nd offers a chance for prospective

students and their families to visit our thriving

school. A bonus for the evening is that our school

Science Fair will be on display. You are welcome to

join us at any point from 6:00-7:00 PM. 

St. Francis School is one of just 46 schools in the

country to be named to the National Catholic

Education Honor Roll. We provide excellence in

academics and moral formation. We are blessed

with a 14-acre campus that allows children to learn

about God through the beauty of the natural

world. Through innovative programming, students

snowshoe, ice fish, raise chickens, and practice

outdoor survival skills. 

To learn more or to register for this OPEN

HOUSE, please visit <StFrancisSchoolNH.org> or

call (603) 424-3312.

ADDRESS CHANGES?

If your mailing address, email, or phone number has

changed PLEASE NOTIFY the parish office. Call (603)

880-4689 or email ebuckley@sjnnh.org. Keeping our 



parish register data up-to-date saves the parish both time

and money. Thanks!

CAMP FATIMA / CAMP BERNADETTE

SCHOLARSHIPS

In accordance with the terms of a bequest received

by the diocese, Bp. Libasci is making

SCHOLARSHIPS available to youth aged 6-15 to

attend Camps Fatima and Bernadette. The youth

must be Catholic and residing in New Hampshire.

Due to increased camping costs, the number of

SCHOLARSHIPS awarded this year is limited to

twenty-one (21). The SCHOLARSHIPS are

granted to those in financial need, and are based

on the recommendation of the pastor of their

parish. Pastors have been asked to recommend

youth to attend one of the two-week sessions.

NOTE: THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS

31 JAN 2020.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, please contact:

Nancy Provencher <nprovencher@rcbm.org>,

(603) 663-0140.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114; cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111; candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080
ROGER F. BLAIS
General Contractor Inc.
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET
REQUEST NO OBLIGATION AUTO EMAILS WITH YOUR CUSTOM REAL ESTATE SEARCH DIRECTLY FROM MLS

Magdalena Henderson, REALTOR®

MOBILE: 603-554-0015
EMAIL: m.henderson@kw.com 
WEB: www.m-henderson.com
ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 168 S RIVER RD. 

BEDFORD, NH 03110

Matthew C. Leighton, DDS
Valerie Pereira Liang, DMD 

www.clarkandleighton.com
Ponemah Crossing | 102 Ponemah Rd. | Amherst, NH

603.673.7950

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416


