
Know that the greatest service that man can offer to God is to help convert souls. —St Rose of Lima (d. 1617)
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Saturday ............................................ 4:00-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage

Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

LORD, SEND ME

Jesus said to them, "The harvest is abundant but the laborers are few; so

ask the master of the harvest to send out laborers for his harvest." —Luke

10:2

The first excerpt below is an account of Jesuit missionary

efforts in the Province of Paraguay [South America] sent to

the Prince of Asturias, Spain in 1726. The second is from a

letter from St Francis Xavier, S.J. (d. 1552) to St Ignatius of

Loyola, S.J. (d. 1556), lamenting the lack of missionaries.

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER PREACHING IN GOA [detail]

by Andre Reinoso (d. 1641)

YOU can well imagine, Monsieur, to what efforts an

evangelical laborer must give himself up, if he would go in

search of these savages in their mountains. "While I was in

Europe," writes one of these missionaries, "I thought it

would be sufficient to carry in to this missionary field a

great zeal for the conversion of souls; but since I have had

the happiness to be there, I have learned that it is necessary

also to be exercised for a long while in the inward denial of

self, in a complete separation from all things here below, in

the mortification of the senses, in a contempt for life, and

in the surrender of my whole self into the hands of

Providence."

When the number of Indians at any settlement is great,

two missionaries are ordinarily employed in civilizing and

instructing the neophytes in Christian truths. Each year one

of them makes excursions of thirty or forty leagues in

length to the residence of the savage tribes, to win them for

Jesus Christ and to draw them to the

settlement. He departs with nothing except

his breviary under his left arm and the large

crucifix in his right hand, having no other

provision than his confidence in God and
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what he can find along the way. He is accompanied by

twenty or thirty Christian converts, who act as guides and

interpreters, and who sometimes discharge the duty of

preachers. With their aid, with a hatchet in his hand, he

clears for himself a passage through the dense forests. If, as

often happens, he finds himself on the borders of lakes or

marshes which have to be crossed, he is always the one who

marches ahead of the others, the water up to his waist,

encouraging them by his example to follow him. He is the

first to climb the steep rocky slopes and cliffs. He is the first

to penetrate into caves, at the risk of finding wild beasts

there, instead of the Indians he is seeking.

In the midst of these fatigues he often has, for his entire

support, only some handfuls of Indian corn, some roots, or

some of the wild fruits which they call motaqi. Often he

can find nothing to quench his thirst save the dew gathered

from the leaves of trees. I do not speak of the constant

danger of losing his life by the hands of the Indians who

sometimes lie in ambush, armed with arrows and clubs,

ready to beat to death the unwary who come into their

country and are looked upon by them as enemies. We must

acknowledge, however, the particular protection of God,

who watched for their safety and for the wants of every

missionary. It happened more than once that, when they

found themselves reduced to extreme necessity, that the

game and the fish came as it were of their own accord, to

present themselves to the Indians who formed their party.

At other times, when the savages were most hostile to the

missionary who had placed himself in their power, they

suddenly changed their cruel plans, or the strength left

them at the moment and their enfeebled arms were unable

to discharge the arrows which would have brought death.

But however painful and dangerous these journeys

might be, the Gospel laborer found himself fully

recompensed for his pains and sufferings when he returned

in triumph to the settlement, accompanied by three or four

hundred Indians, with the hope of gaining the next year

many more who, more defiant and fearing the missionary

had come to deceive them and make them slaves, would

not acquiesce before they had sent some of their people to

the settlement to see what was taking place there and to

return then with an account. What a consolation for him to

find himself again in the midst of his dear neophytes, whose

number had been increased by his solicitude, and to be

once more in the place where, because of the pious

liberality of persons who have interested themselves in the

conversion of so many savage tribes, he has the opportunity

to regain his strength so that he may apply himself with

renewed zeal to the task!

It is certain that these labors surpassed human strength,

and that it would not have been possible to cope with them

if one had not been sustained by a strength divinely given.

It is not less astonishing that we can count among all the

great number of missionaries who toiled for so many years

in these laborious missions only three or four who were

overcome by the fatigues incident to their work. The larger

part, after having worked for twenty-five or thirty years,

retained as much strength and vigor as those who in Europe

enjoyed all the conveniences of life. Such a one was Father

Jean Baptiste de Zea, who passed the greater part of his life

in teaching these savage tribes and who, at the age of

sixty-five years, did not appear to be more than forty.

WE have visited the villages of the new converts

who accepted the Christian religion a few years

ago. No Portuguese live here the country is so

utterly barren and poor. The native Christians have

no priests. They know only that they are

Christians. There is nobody to say Mass for them;

nobody to teach them the Creed, the Our Father,

the Hail Mary and the Commandments of God's

Law. I have not stopped since the day I arrived. I

conscientiously made the rounds of the villages. I

bathed in the sacred waters all the children who

had not yet been baptized. This means that I have

purified a very large number of children so young

that, as the saying goes, they could not tell their

right hand from their left. The older children

would not let me say my Office or eat or sleep

until I taught them one prayer or another. Then I

began to understand: "The kingdom of heaven

belongs to such as these." I could not refuse so

devout a request without failing in devotion

myself. I taught them, first the confession of faith

in the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, then the

Apostles' Creed, the Our Father and Hail Mary. I

noticed among them persons of great intelligence.

If only someone could educate them in the

Christian way of life, I have no doubt that they

would make excellent Christians. 

Many, many people hereabouts are not

becoming Christians for one reason only: there

is nobody to make them Christians. 

Again and again I have thought of going round the

universities of Europe, especially Paris, and

everywhere crying out like a madman, riveting the

attention of those with more learning than charity:

"What a tragedy: how many souls are being lost,

thanks to you!" I wish they would work as hard at

this as they do at their books, and so settle their

account with God for their learning and the talents

entrusted to them. This thought would certainly

stir most of them to meditate on spiritual realities,

to listen actively to what God is saying to them.

They would forget their own desires, their human

affairs, and give themselves over entirely to God's

will and his choice. They would cry out with all

their heart: Lord, I am here! What do you want me

to do? Send me anywhere you like.

L A S T  W E E K

Attendance 535/Offering $7,412.00

Seminarian Support $706.00
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Thank you for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

26 Jan, SUNDAY—3rd Week in Ordinary Time

7:00 PM | Adoration until 8:00 PM

27 Jan, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  6:30 PM | Women's Bible Study (offsite)

28 Jan, TUESDAY

12:15 PM | *No daily Mas

  7:00 PM | FAST 2020 (meets 2nd & 4th Tue of   

   month)

29 Jan, WEDNESDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  7:00 PM | Adult Bible Study/Catechesis

30 Jan, THURSDAY

  9:00 AM | Day Away

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

31 Jan, FRIDAY

10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | *FIRST FRIDAY Mass & Exposition 

   of the Blessed Sacrament

1 Feb, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group

  9:00 AM | *FIRST SATURDAY Rosary & Mass

  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat of

 month)

  9:30 AM | Widow/Widower Support Group

 (2nd Sat)

MASS INTENTIONS

Jan 25 (Sat), 5:30 PM Martha Ondus (req. by Bouche

famiy)

Jan 26 (Sun), 8:00 AM SJN Parishioners

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is

ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions

(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (St Monica,

d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you

remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

WORD OF GOD SUNDAY

3rd Sunday of Ordinary Time

Pope Francis has instituted "SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF

GOD" to be celebrated each year on the 3rd Sunday of

Ordinary Time (this year, 26 Jan). It's meant to emphasize

the importance of the BIBLE in Catholic life, and to

encourage one another to read/study it as a regular part of

our lives as disciples of Jesus Christ. In the words of St

Jerome (d. 420), "Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of

Christ."

FAMILY BINGO

Follows 10:00 Mass this Sunday

Our Faith Formation Program is sponsoring a

FAMILY BINGO this Sunday following the 10:00

AM Mass. Just for fun! No cost! "Catholic" prizes.

Hot dogs & chips will be served.

3rd Grade CONFIRMATION

& FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

The diocese has set the date for our 3rd Grade

Confirmation & First Holy Communion Mass:

25 Apr (Sat) at 12:30 AM

This is two weeks after Easter. The 3rd Grade class

from Our Lady of Mercy (Merrimack) students

will join with us.

FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) K-5th Grade and

EDGE (Middle School): 

• K-5th Grade program meets Sunday morning

following the 10:00 AM Mass (11:15-12:15) or

Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:30 PM. Next

class(es): 2 (Sun) and 6 (Thu) Feb.

• EDGE (Middle School) meets Monday evenings

at 7:00 PM. Next session: 3 Feb (Mon).

• ALPHA YOUTH (High School) meets Sunday

evenings at 7:00 PM. Next session: 2 Feb (Sun).

For more information, contact Claire Bryson (K-

5th Grade): 880-4689 x114, <cbryson@

sjnnh.org>; or Cheri Andersen (Middle School) at

880-4689 x111, <candersen@sjnnh.org>.

ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS

Adult formation continues this Wednesday at 7:00

PM. Topic: THE NEW TESTAMENT IN ITS

WORLD, a multi-part video series. 

A M A Z O N • S M I L E

Please support our St John Neumann Food Pantry when

you purchase items through Amazon.com. Go to

<https://smile.amazon.com> and add "Saint John

Neumann Parish" as your charity of choice. 0.5% of

every purchase is donated to the SJN FOODPANTRY.



MIRIAM DINNER

Women ages 14-40

Are you looking to follow the Lord and ready to

say "yes" when he calls? We would like to invite

WOMEN AGES 14-40, who are considering a

vocation to the religious life or would simply like

some help hearing the Lord's call in their life to an

evening of prayer, conversation, and dinner at the

JOSEPH HOUSE (279 Cartier St, Manchester) on

7 February (Friday) from 6:00-8:00 PM. SISTER

MARY THOMAS LESNIAK, a native of New

Hampshire and a member of the FELICIAN

SISTERS, will be sharing her inspiring vocation

story. 

If you'd like to attend, please RSVP to Becky

Vinson at <rvinson@rcbm.org> or (603) 663-

0153.

a

SAINT ANDREW DINNERS

Men ages 13-18, 19-60

St Andrew was the first of the Apostles to hear

Jesus' call to follow him. We'd like to invited men

in our diocese who are contemplating a vocation to

the PRIESTHOOD—or would simply like some

help hearing the Lord's call for their life—to an

evening of PRAYER, CONVERSATION with the

diocesan VOCATION TEAM, and DINNER from

6:00-8:00 PM at JOSEPH HOUSE (279 Cartier St,

Manchester) on the following dates:

Men ages 13-18, February 21 (Friday)

Men ages 19-60, February 28 (Friday)

If you'd like to attend, please RSVP to Becky

Vinson at <rvinson@rcbm.org> or (603) 663-

0153.

ADDRESS CHANGES?

If your mailing address, email, or phone number has

changed PLEASE NOTIFY the parish office. Call (603)

880-4689 or email ebuckley@sjnnh.org. Keeping our

parish register data up-to-date saves the parish both time

and money. Thanks!

CAMPS FATIMA & BERNADETTE

SCHOLARSHIPS

Submission Deadline: 31 Jan

In accordance with the terms of a bequest received

by the diocese, Bp. Libasci is making

SCHOLARSHIPS available to youth aged 6-15 to

attend Camps Fatima and Bernadette. The youth

must be Catholic and residing in New Hampshire.



Due to increased camping costs, the number of

SCHOLARSHIPS awarded this year is limited to

twenty-one (21). The SCHOLARSHIPS are

granted to those in financial need, and are based

on the recommendation of the pastor of their

parish. Pastors have been asked to recommend

youth to attend one of the two-week sessions.

NOTE: THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS

31 JAN 2020.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, please contact:

Nancy Provencher <nprovencher@rcbm.org>,

(603) 663-0140.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114; cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111; candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080
ROGER F. BLAIS
General Contractor Inc.
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET
REQUEST NO OBLIGATION AUTO EMAILS WITH YOUR CUSTOM REAL ESTATE SEARCH DIRECTLY FROM MLS

Magdalena Henderson, REALTOR®

MOBILE: 603-554-0015
EMAIL: m.henderson@kw.com 
WEB: www.m-henderson.com
ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 168 S RIVER RD. 

BEDFORD, NH 03110

Matthew C. Leighton, DDS
Valerie Pereira Liang, DMD 

www.clarkandleighton.com
Ponemah Crossing | 102 Ponemah Rd. | Amherst, NH

603.673.7950

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416


