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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday ............................................ 4:00-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage
Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

THE LEAVEN OF FAMILY

Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. —Rom
12:9

The excerpt below is from Pope Benedict XVI's 14 May
2009 homily at the
Mount of Precipice
[Nazareth] marking
the end of the Year of
the Family.

DEAR Brothers and
Sisters, "May the
peace of the Risen
Christ reign in your
hearts, for as members
of the one body you
have been called to
that peace!" (Col
3:15). With these
words of the Apostle
Paul, I greet all of you
with affection in the
Lord. I rejoice to have
come to Nazareth, the
place blessed by the
mystery of the
Annunciation, the
place which witnessed
the hidden years of
Christ's growth in
wisdom, age and grace
(cf. Lk 2:52). 

Here in the home
town of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, we have
gathered to mark the
conclusion of the Year
of the Family
celebrated by the
Church in the Holy
Land. This stage of my
pilgrimage, I am
confident, will draw
the whole Church's
attention to this town
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of Nazareth. 

All of us need, as Pope Paul VI said here, to return to
Nazareth, to contemplate ever anew the silence and love
of the Holy Family, the model of all Christian family
life.

Here, in the example of Mary, Joseph and Jesus, we come
to appreciate even more fully the sacredness of the family,
which in God's plan is based on the lifelong fidelity of a
man and a woman consecrated by the marriage covenant
and accepting of God's gift of new life. How much the men
and women of our time need to reappropriate this
fundamental truth, which stands at the foundation of
society, and how important is the witness of married
couples for the formation of sound consciences and the
building of a civilization of love!

In today's first reading, drawn from the book of Sirach
(3:3-7, 14-17), the word of God presents the family as the
first school of wisdom, a school which trains its members in
the practice of those virtues which make for authentic
happiness and lasting fulfilment. In God's plan for the
family, the love of husband and wife bears fruit in new life,
and finds daily expression in the loving efforts of parents to
ensure an integral human and spiritual formation for their
children. In the family each person, whether the smallest
child or the oldest relative, is valued for himself or herself,
and not seen simply as a means to some other end. Here we
begin to glimpse something of the essential role of the
family as the first building-block of a well-ordered and
welcoming society. We also come to appreciate, within the
wider community, the duty of the State to support families
in their mission of education, to protect the institution of
the family and its inherent rights, and to ensure that all
families can live and flourish in conditions of dignity.

The Apostle Paul, writing to the Colossians, speaks
instinctively of the family when he wishes to illustrate the
virtues which build up the "one body" which is the Church.
As "God's chosen ones, holy and beloved", we are called to
live in harmony and peace with one another, showing
above all forbearance and forgiveness, with love as the
highest bond of perfection (cf. Col 3:12-14). Just as in the
marriage covenant, the love of man and woman is raised by
grace to become a sharing in, and an expression of, the love
of Christ and the Church (cf. Eph 5:32), so too the family,
grounded in that love, is called to be a "domestic church", a
place of faith, of prayer and of loving concern for the true
and enduring good of each of its members.

As we reflect on these realities here, in the town of the
Annunciation, our thoughts naturally turn to Mary, "full of
grace", the mother of the Holy Family and our Mother.
Nazareth reminds us of our need to acknowledge and
respect the God-given dignity and proper role of women, as
well as their particular charisms and talents. Whether as
mothers in families, as a vital presence in the work force
and the institutions of society, or in the particular vocation
of following our Lord by the evangelical counsels of
chastity, poverty and obedience, women have an
indispensable role in creating that "human ecology" (cf.

Centesimus Annus, 39) which our world, and this land, so
urgently needs: a milieu in which children learn to love and
to cherish others, to be honest and respectful to all, to
practice the virtues of mercy and forgiveness.

Here too, we think of Saint Joseph, the just man whom
God wished to place over his household. From Joseph's
strong and fatherly example Jesus learned the virtues of a
manly piety, fidelity to one's word, integrity and hard work.
In the carpenter of Nazareth he saw how authority placed
at the service of love is infinitely more fruitful than the
power which seeks to dominate. How much our world
needs the example, guidance and quiet strength of men like
Joseph!

Finally, in contemplating the Holy Family of Nazareth,
we turn to the child Jesus, who in the home of Mary and
Joseph grew in wisdom and understanding, until the day he
began his public ministry. 

Here I would simply like to leave a particular thought
with the young people here. The Second Vatican
Council teaches that children have a special role to play
in the growth of their parents in holiness (cf. Gaudium
et Spes, 48). 

I urge you to reflect on this, and to let the example of Jesus
guide you, not only in showing respect for your parents,
but also helping them to discover more fully the love which
gives our lives their deepest meaning. In the Holy Family of
Nazareth, it was Jesus who taught Mary and Joseph
something of the greatness of the love of God his heavenly
Father, the ultimate source of all love, the Father from
whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name
(cf. Eph 3:14-15).

Dear friends, in the Opening Prayer of today's Mass we
asked the Father to "help us to live as the Holy Family,
united in respect and love". Let us reaffirm here our
commitment to be a leaven of respect and love in the world
around us. May our Lady of the Annunciation, who
courageously opened her heart to God's mysterious plan,
and became the Mother of all believers, guide and sustain
us by her prayers. May she obtain for us and our families
the grace to open our ears to that word of the Lord which
has the power to build us up (cf. Acts 20:32), to inspire
courageous decisions, and to guide our feet into the path of
peace!

L A S T  W E E K

Attendance 447/Offering $6,841.00

Thank you for your generosity!



4 t h S u n d a y o f O r d i n a r y T i m e — F e b r u a r y 2 , 2 0 2 0

WEEKLY CALENDAR

2 Feb, SUNDAY—4th Week in Ordinary Time

7:00 PM | Adoration until 8:00 PM

3 Feb, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  6:30 PM | Women's Bible Study (offsite)

4 Feb, TUESDAY

12:15 PM | *No daily Mass
  7:00 PM | FAST 2020 (meets 2nd & 4th Tue of   

   month)

5 Feb, WEDNESDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | Adult Bible Study/Catechesis

6 Feb, THURSDAY

  9:00 AM | Day Away
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

7 Feb, FRIDAY

10:00 AM | Food Pantry
12:15 PM | *FIRST FRIDAY Mass & Exposition 

   of the Blessed Sacrament

8 Feb, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat of

 month)
  9:30 AM | Widow/Widower Support Group

 (2nd Sat)

MASS INTENTIONS

Feb 1 (Sat), 5:30 PM Debbie Robichaud (req. by
Sullivan family)

Feb 2 (Sun), 8:00 AM SJN Parishioners
Feb 2, 10:00 AM Jean Hanlon (req. by friends &

family Batesville HMIS)
Feb 3 (Mon), 12:15 PM Albert & Gertrude Cook (req. by

family)

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is
ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions
(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (St Monica,
d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you
remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

FAITH FORMATION PARENT HANDBOOKS

The third set of PARENT HANDBOOKS will be
distributed during Faith Formation classes this week:

- CATECHETICAL SERIES (Sacraments) 
- LIFE OF CHRIST SERIES (Mission 04,

Multiplication of the Loaves/Fishes thru
Parable of the Prodigal Son)

Handbooks distributed earlier in the year will also be
available: Catechetical Series (Christian Prayer); Life of
Christ Series (Early Years, Mission 01-03).

FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) K-5th Grade and
EDGE (Middle School): 

• K-5th Grade program meets Sunday morning
following the 10:00 AM Mass (11:15-12:15) or
Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:30 PM. Next
class(es): 16 (Sun) and 20 (Thu) Feb.

• EDGE (Middle School) meets Monday evenings
at 7:00 PM. Next session: 17 Feb (Mon).

• ALPHA YOUTH (High School) meets Sunday
evenings at 7:00 PM. Next session: 16 Feb (Sun).

For more information, contact Claire Bryson (K-
5th Grade): 880-4689 x114, <cbryson@
sjnnh.org>; or Cheri Andersen (Middle School) at
880-4689 x111, <candersen@sjnnh.org>.

ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS

Adult formation continues each Wednesday at 7:00
PM. 

SYMBOLON: THE CATHOLIC FAITH
EXPLAINED, a 2-part video series which brings
together the nation's top scholars to clearly and
comprehensively explain the Catholic Faith in a
way that helps us know it, live it, and articulate it
to others. PART 1 is a journey through the core
teachings of the Catholic Church traced out in the
Creed and Catechism.

1. The Journey of Faith (20 min)
2. Divine Revelation (32 min)
3. The Bible (33 min)
4. The Story of Salvation (34 min)
5. Who Is Jesus? (33 min)
6. The Paschal Mystery (33 min)
7. The Holy Spirit & the Life of Grace (37 min)
8. Why Do I Need the Church? (44 min)
9. Mary and the Saints (36 min)
10. The Last Things (40 min)

YARN MINISTRY

The Yarn Ministry has lost count of the many
prayer/comfort shawls our group crafted last year.
You've seen the basket of shawls placed before the
altar to be blessed. Some months our basket
overflows! The SHAWLS are distributed to the
Hospice House (Merrimack) and to St Joseph
Hospital (Nashua). We always keep a few here at
SJN for anyone in need—just ask the office if you
or someone you know is in need. CHEMO CAPS
go to the Radiation Center (Nashua) as well as a



few doctors offices. The INFANT HATS go to
local hospitals. And we would be remiss if we
didn't mention the 30+ HATS, MITTENS, and
SCARVES that are given out with the SJN Food
Pantry's Thanksgiving Baskets along with
numerous scarves for the military.

To our generous supporters who provide yarn,
financial support, and gift cards: THANK YOU!
This ministry could not exist without your support.
And, THANKS go out to all the ladies who come
to SJN weekly to knit and share their love.
"Random acts of kindness are contagious!"

A M A Z O N • S M I L E

Please support our St John Neumann Food Pantry when
you purchase items through Amazon.com. Go to
<https://smile.amazon.com> and add "Saint John
Neumann Parish" as your charity of choice. 0.5% of
every purchase is donated to the SJN FOODPANTRY.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
19 Apr (Sun), 2:00 PM

Bishop Libasci invites all couples celebrating an
anniversary in 2020 of 10, 15, 20, 30, 35, 40, 45
or 55+ years, to attend the SPRING WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY MASS. This celebration will be
held on Sunday, 19 April 2020 at 2:00 PM, at
Saint Joseph Cathedral, Manchester. [Couples
celebrating anniversaries of 5, 25, or 50 years will
be asked to register later for a fall celebration.] To
all married couples, CONGRATULATIONS! and
we look forward to seeing you at this Spring's
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS!

TO REGISTER, please contact your parish office
by 20 March 2020. The parish office will
gather/submit all necessary information. Once
registration has been completed by the parish
office, all registrants will receive an invitation to
this special celebration. 

MIRIAM DINNER
Women ages 14-40

Are you looking to follow the Lord and ready to
say "yes" when he calls? We would like to invite
WOMEN AGES 14-40, who are considering a
vocation to the religious life or would simply like
some help hearing the Lord's call in their life to an
evening of prayer, conversation, and dinner at the
JOSEPH HOUSE (279 Cartier St, Manchester) on
7 February (Friday) from 6:00-8:00 PM. SISTER



MARY THOMAS LESNIAK, a native of New
Hampshire and a member of the FELICIAN
SISTERS, will be sharing her inspiring vocation
story. 

If you'd like to attend, please RSVP to Becky
Vinson at <rvinson@rcbm.org> or (603) 663-
0153.

SAINT ANDREW DINNERS
Men ages 13-18, 19-60

St Andrew was the first of the Apostles to hear
Jesus' call to follow him. We'd like to invited men
in our diocese who are contemplating a vocation to
the PRIESTHOOD—or would simply like some
help hearing the Lord's call for their life—to an
evening of PRAYER, CONVERSATION with the
diocesan VOCATION TEAM, and DINNER from
6:00-8:00 PM at JOSEPH HOUSE (279 Cartier St,
Manchester) on the following dates:

Men ages 13-18, February 21 (Friday)
Men ages 19-60, February 28 (Friday)

If you'd like to attend, please RSVP to Becky
Vinson at <rvinson@rcbm.org> or (603) 663-
0153.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114; cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111; candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080
ROGER F. BLAIS
General Contractor Inc.
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET
REQUEST NO OBLIGATION AUTO EMAILS WITH YOUR CUSTOM REAL ESTATE SEARCH DIRECTLY FROM MLS

Magdalena Henderson, REALTOR®

MOBILE: 603-554-0015
EMAIL: m.henderson@kw.com 
WEB: www.m-henderson.com
ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 168 S RIVER RD. 

BEDFORD, NH 03110

Matthew C. Leighton, DDS
Valerie Pereira Liang, DMD 

www.clarkandleighton.com
Ponemah Crossing | 102 Ponemah Rd. | Amherst, NH

603.673.7950

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416


