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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Saturday ............................................ 4:00-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage
Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

CHILDREN OF GOD

See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the
children of God. —1 John 3:1

The first excerpt below is from St Bernard of Clairvaux's
(d. 1153) homily on devotion to the Saints. The second is
from Pope Benedict XVI's homily on the Solemnity of All
Saints (1 Nov 06) on the same subject.

MARTYRDOM OF SAINT STEPHEN
by Bernardo Cavallino (d. 1656)

WHY should our praise and glorification, or even
the celebration of this feast day [All Saints] mean
anything to the saints? What do they care about
earthly honors when their heavenly Father honors
them by fulfilling the faithful promise of the Son?
What does our commendation mean to them? The
saints have no need of honor from us; neither does
our devotion add the slightest thing to what is
theirs. Clearly, if we venerate their memory, it
serves us, not them. But I tell you, when I think of
them, I feel myself inflamed by a tremendous
yearning.

Calling the saints to mind inspires, or rather
arouses in us, above all else, a longing to enjoy
their company, so desirable in itself. We long to
share in the citizenship of heaven, to dwell with the
spirits of the blessed, to join the assembly of
patriarchs, the ranks of the prophets, the council of
apostles, the great host of martyrs, the noble
company of confessors and the choir of virgins. In
short, we long to be united in happiness with all



the saints. But our dispositions change. The
Church of all the first followers of Christ awaits us,
but we do nothing about it. The saints want us to
be with them, and we are indifferent. The souls of
the just await us, and we ignore them.

Come, brothers, let us at length spur ourselves
on. We must rise again with Christ, we must seek
the world which is above and set our mind on the
things of heaven. Let us long for those who are
longing for us, hasten to those who are waiting for
us, and ask those who look for our coming to
intercede for us. We should not only want to be
with the saints, we should also hope to possess
their happiness. While we desire to be in their
company, we must also earnestly seek to share in
their glory. Do not imagine that there is anything
harmful in such an ambition as this; there is no
danger in setting our hearts on such glory.

When we commemorate the saints we are
inflamed with another yearning: that Christ our
life may also appear to us as he appeared to them
and that we may one day share in his glory. Until
then we see him, not as he is, but as he became for
our sake. He is our head, crowned, not with glory,
but with the thorns of our sins. As members of that
head, crowned with thorns, we should be ashamed
to live in luxury; his purple robes are a mockery
rather than an honor. When Christ comes again,
his death shall no longer be proclaimed, and we
shall know that we also have died, and that our life
is hidden with him. The glorious head of the
Church will appear and his glorified members will
shine in splendor with him, when he forms this
lowly body anew into such glory as belongs to
himself, its head.

Therefore, we should aim at attaining this
glory with a wholehearted and prudent desire.
That we may rightly hope and strive for such
blessedness, we must above all seek the prayers of
the saints. Thus, what is beyond our own powers
to obtain will be granted through their
intercession.

OUR Eucharistic celebration began with the exhortation:
"Let us all rejoice in the Lord". The liturgy invites us to
share in the heavenly jubilation of the Saints, to taste their
joy. The Saints are not a small caste of chosen souls but an
innumerable crowd to which the liturgy urges us to raise
our eyes. This multitude not only includes the officially
recognized Saints, but the baptized of every epoch and
nation who sought to carry out the divine will faithfully
and lovingly. We are unacquainted with the faces and even
the names of many of them, but with the eyes of faith we
see them shine in God's firmament like glorious stars.

Today, the Church is celebrating her dignity as
"Mother of the Saints, an image of the Eternal City", and
displays her beauty as the immaculate Bride of Christ,
source and model of all holiness. She certainly does not

lack contentious or even rebellious children, but it is in the
Saints that she recognizes her characteristic features and
precisely in them savours her deepest joy.

The author of the Book of Revelation describes them as
"a great multitude which no man could number, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and tongues" (Rev 7: 9).
This people includes the Saints of the Old Testament,
starting with the righteous Abel and the faithful Patriarch,
Abraham, those of the New Testament, the numerous early
Christian Martyrs and the Blesseds and Saints of later
centuries, to the witnesses of Christ in this epoch of ours.
They are all brought together by the common desire to
incarnate the Gospel in their lives under the impulse of the
Holy Spirit, the life-giving spirit of the People of God.

 A famous homily of St Bernard for All Saints' Day
begins with this question: "Why should our praise and
glorification, or even the celebration of this Solemnity,
mean anything to the Saints?" It could equally well be asked
today. And the response the Saint offers us is also timely: "I
tell you, when I think of them, I feel myself inflamed by a
tremendous yearning". This, then, is the meaning of today's
Solemnity: looking at the shining example of the Saints to
reawaken within us the great longing to be like them;
happy to live near God, in his light, in the great family of
God's friends. Being a Saint means living close to God, to
live in his family. And this is the vocation of us all,
vigorously reaffirmed by the Second Vatican Council and
solemnly proposed today for our attention.

But how can we become holy, friends of God? We can
first give a negative answer to this question: to be a Saint
requires neither extraordinary actions or works nor the
possession of exceptional charisms. Then comes the
positive reply: it is necessary first of all to listen to Jesus
and then to follow him without losing heart when faced by
difficulties. "If anyone serves me", he warns us, "he must
follow me; and where I am, there shall my servant be also;
if any one serves me, the Father will honour him" (Jn 12:
26). The Church's experience shows that every form of
holiness, even if it follows different paths, always passes
through the Way of the Cross, the way of self-denial. The
Saints' biographies describe men and women who, docile to
the divine plan, sometimes faced unspeakable trials and
suffering, persecution and martyrdom. They persevered in
their commitment: "they... have come out of the great
tribulation", one reads in Revelation, "they have washed
their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb"
(Rev 7: 14). Their names are written in the book of life (cf.
Rev 20: 12) and Heaven is their eternal dwelling-place.
Holiness demands a constant effort, but it is possible for
everyone because, rather than a human effort, it is first and
foremost a gift of God, thrice Holy (cf. Is 6: 3). [As] the
Apostle John remarks: "See what love the Father has given
us, that we should be called children of God; and so we
are" (1 Jn 3: 1).

L A S T  W E E K

Attendance 447/Offering $6,841.00



Thank you for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

9 Feb, SUNDAY—5th Week in Ordinary Time

7:00 PM | Adoration until 8:00 PM

10 Feb, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  6:30 PM | Women's Bible Study (offsite)

11 Feb, TUESDAY

  7:00 AM-7:00 PM  | *NH Primary (Parish Hall)
12:15 PM | *No daily Mass
  7:00 PM | FAST 2020 (meets 2nd & 4th Tue of   

   month)

12 Feb, WEDNESDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass
  7:00 PM | Adult Bible Study/Catechesis

13 Feb, THURSDAY

  9:00 AM | Day Away
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

14 Feb, FRIDAY

10:00 AM | Food Pantry
12:15 PM | Daily Mass

15 Feb, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group
  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat of

 month)
  9:30 AM | Widow/Widower Support Group

 (2nd Sat)

MASS INTENTIONS

Feb 9 (Sat), 5:30 PM Daniel & Helen Hauser (req. by
family)

Feb 10 (Sun), 8:00 AM Alfred Sisto (req. by Hughes
family)

Feb 10, 10:00 AM Christopher Seiler (req. by Bp.
Libasci)

Feb 10, 6:00 PM SJN Parishioners

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is
ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions
(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (St Monica,
d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you
remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

FAITH FORMATION PARENT HANDBOOKS

The 3rd set of PARENT HANDBOOKS were distributed
this past week. They're available on request to all members
of the parish.

- CATECHETICAL SERIES (Sacraments) 
- LIFE OF CHRIST SERIES (Mission 04,

Multiplication of the Loaves/Fishes thru

Parable of the Prodigal Son)

FAITH FORMATION

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) K-5th Grade and
EDGE (Middle School): 

• K-5th Grade program meets Sunday morning
following the 10:00 AM Mass (11:15-12:15) or
Thursday afternoons 4:30-5:30 PM. Next
class(es): 16 (Sun) and 20 (Thu) Feb.

• EDGE (Middle School) meets Monday evenings
at 7:00 PM. Next session: 17 Feb (Mon).

• ALPHA YOUTH (High School) meets Sunday
evenings at 7:00 PM. Next session: 16 Feb (Sun).

For more information, contact Claire Bryson (K-
5th Grade): 880-4689 x114, <cbryson@
sjnnh.org>; or Cheri Andersen (Middle School) at
880-4689 x111, <candersen@sjnnh.org>.

FIRST RECONCILIATION
Saturday, 15 Feb at 10:00 AM

The beginning of good works is the confession of
our evil works. —St [Mother] Teresa of Calcutta
(d. 1997)

"Can You Answer Your Kids' Questions
about the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Faith?"

ADULT FAITH FORMATION. Starts Monday,
17 February at 6:30 PM — presented by Ty
Perry. Make a LENTEN RESOLUTION to be able
to answer the challenges and aggressive questions
that your kids bring home from school, from their
friends, and from just their everyday encounter
with the secular world.

SENIOR LUNCHEON

Please join us for a FABULOUS ITALIAN FEAST!
Immediately follows the 12:15 PM Mass on
Wednesday, February 19. Please RSVP to the office
@ 880-4689.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
19 Apr (Sun), 2:00 PM

Bishop Libasci invites all couples celebrating an
anniversary in 2020 of 10, 15, 20, 30, 35, 40, 45
or 55+ years, to attend the SPRING WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY MASS. This celebration will be 



held on Sunday, 19 April 2020 at 2:00 PM, at
Saint Joseph Cathedral, Manchester. [Couples
celebrating anniversaries of 5, 25, or 50 years will
be asked to register later for a fall celebration.] To
all married couples, CONGRATULATIONS! and
we look forward to seeing you at this Spring's
WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS!

TO REGISTER, please contact your parish office
by 20 March 2020. The parish office will
gather/submit all necessary information. Once
registration has been completed by the parish
office, all registrants will receive an invitation to
this special celebration. 

2020 PENGUIN PLUNGE

SJN Knights of Columbus members participated in the
annual PENGUIN PLUNGE on February 2.
CONGRATULATIONS to all who braved the cold water!
And THANKS to all who supported their effort to raise
money for the NH Special Olympics!

YARN MINISTRY

The Yarn Ministry has lost count of the many
prayer/comfort shawls our group crafted last year.
You've seen the basket of shawls placed before the
altar to be blessed. Some months our basket
overflows! The SHAWLS are distributed to the
Hospice House (Merrimack) and to St Joseph
Hospital (Nashua). We always keep a few here at
SJN for anyone in need—just ask the office if you
or someone you know is in need. CHEMO CAPS
go to the Radiation Center (Nashua) as well as a
few doctors offices. The INFANT HATS go to
local hospitals. And we would be remiss if we
didn't mention the 30+ HATS, MITTENS, and
SCARVES that are given out with the SJN Food
Pantry's Thanksgiving Baskets along with
numerous scarves for the military. THANKS to
everyone who've provided yarn and financial
support!



A M A Z O N • S M I L E

Please support our St John Neumann Food Pantry when
you purchase items through Amazon.com. Go to
<https://smile.amazon.com> and add "Saint John
Neumann Parish" as your charity of choice. 0.5% of
every purchase is donated to the SJN FOODPANTRY.

SAINT ANDREW DINNERS
Men ages 13-18, 19-60

St Andrew was the first of the Apostles to hear
Jesus' call to follow him. We'd like to invited men
in our diocese who are contemplating a vocation to
the PRIESTHOOD—or would simply like some
help hearing the Lord's call for their life—to an
evening of PRAYER, CONVERSATION with the
diocesan VOCATION TEAM, and DINNER from
6:00-8:00 PM at JOSEPH HOUSE (279 Cartier St,
Manchester) on the following dates:

Men ages 13-18, Feb 21 (Friday)
Men ages 19-60, Feb 28 (Friday)

If you'd like to attend, please RSVP to Becky
Vinson at <rvinson@rcbm.org> or (603) 663-
0153.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114; cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111; candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080

ROGER F. BLAIS
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET
REQUEST NO OBLIGATION AUTO EMAILS WITH YOUR CUSTOM REAL ESTATE SEARCH DIRECTLY FROM MLS

Magdalena Henderson, REALTOR®

MOBILE: 603-554-0015
EMAIL: m.henderson@kw.com 
WEB: www.m-henderson.com
ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 168 S RIVER RD. 

BEDFORD, NH 03110

Matthew C. Leighton, DDS
Valerie Pereira Liang, DMD 

www.clarkandleighton.com
Ponemah Crossing | 102 Ponemah Rd. | Amherst, NH

603.673.7950

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416

This Space 
is Available


