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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Saturday ............................................ 4:00-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage

Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

LEST IT FALL

It shall come to pass [that] I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh. Your

sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your

young men will see visions. —Joel 3:1 [quoted by St Peter, Acts 1:17]

The image below depicts Pope Innocent III's (d. 1216)

dream in which he saw St Francis of Assisi (d. 1226) 

reaching up to support the tottering Church, lest it fall to

ruins. [Less well known is the Pope's dream five years later

in which he saw St Dominic (d. 1221) doing the same.] The

following excerpt from St Bonaventure's (d. 1274) Life of

St Francis recounts the Pope's recognition of Francis as the

man he'd seen in his dream and his approval of the

Franciscan Rule.

DREAM OF POPE INNOCENT III

by Giotto (d. 1337)

8. NOW when the servant of Christ perceived that the

number of the Brethren was gradually increasing, he

wrote for himself and for his Brethren a Rule for their

life, in simple words. Herein the observance of the

Holy Gospel was set as the inseparable foundation, and

some few other points were added that seemed

necessary for a consistent manner of life. But he was

fain that what he had written should be approved by

the Supreme Pontiff, wherefore he purposed to

approach the Apostolic See with that his company of

simple men, relying only on the divine guidance. God

from on high had regard unto his desire, and fortified

the minds of his companions, that were afeared at the

thought of his simpleness, by a vision shown unto the

man of God after this wise. It seemed unto him that he

was walking along a certain road, near by which stood

a very lofty tree. When he had drawn nigh unto it, and

was standing beneath it, wondering at its height, on a



sudden he was so raised on high by the divine might as

that he touched the top of the tree, and bent down its

highest branches unto its roots right easily. The portent

of this vision Francis, filled with the Spirit of God,

understood to refer unto the stooping of the Apostolic

See unto his desire; wherefore he was gladdened in

spirit, and his Brethren were strengthened in the Lord,

and thus he set forth with them on the journey.

9. Now when he had come unto the Roman Curia, and

had been introduced into the presence of the Supreme

Pontiff, he expounded unto him his intent, humbly and

earnestly beseeching him to sanction the Rule aforesaid

for their life. And the Vicar of Christ, the lord Innocent

III, a man exceeding renowned for wisdom, beholding

in the man of God the wondrous purity of a simple

soul, constancy unto his purpose, and the enkindled

fervor of a holy will, was disposed to give unto the

suppliant his fatherly sanction. Howbeit, he delayed to

perform that which the little poor one of Christ asked,

by reason that unto some of the Cardinals this seemed

a thing untried, and too hard for human strength. But

there was present among the Cardinals an

honor-worthy man, the lord John of Saint Paul, Bishop

of Sabina, a lover of all holiness, and an helper of the

poor men of Christ. He, inflamed by the Divine Spirit,

said unto the Supreme Pontiff, and unto his colleagues:

"If we refuse the request of this poor man as a thing too

hard, and untried, when his petition is that the pattern

of Gospel life may be sanctioned for him, let us beware

lest we stumble at the Gospel of Christ. For if any man

saith that in the observance of Gospel perfection, and

the vowing thereof, there is contained aught that is

untried, or contrary unto reason, or impossible to

observe, he is clearly seen to blaspheme against Christ,

the author of the Gospel." When these arguments had

been set forth, the successor of the Apostle Peter,

turning unto the poor man of Christ, said: "Pray unto

Christ, my son, that He may shew us His will through

thee, and when we know it more surely, we will more

confidently assent unto thy holy desires."

10. Then the servant of God Almighty, betaking himself

wholly unto prayer, gained by devout intercession that

which he might set forth outwardly, and the Pope feel

inwardly. For when he had narrated a parable of a rich

King that had of free will espoused a fair woman that

was poor, and how the children she bare shewed the

likeness of the King that begat them, and so were

brought up at his table, even as he had learnt this of the

Lord,—he added, as an interpretation thereof: "It is not

to be feared that the sons and heirs of the everlasting

King will perish of hunger, even they that have been

born of a poor mother in the likeness of the King,

Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, and that shall

themselves beget sons through the spirit of Poverty in a

little poor Religion. For if the King of heaven hath

promised an everlasting kingdom unto them that

follow Him, how much more shall He provide for

them those things that He bestoweth alike on the good

and on the evil?" When the Vicar of Christ had

diligently hearkened unto this parable, and the

interpretation thereof, he marveled greatly, and

perceived that Christ had of a truth spoken through a

man. Moreover, he maintained, by the inspiration of

the Divine Spirit, that a vision that at that time was

shown unto him from heaven would be fulfilled in

Francis. 

For in a dream he saw, as he recounted, the Lateran

Basilica about to fall, when a little poor man, of

mean stature and humble aspect, propped it with his

own back, and thus saved it from falling. "Verily,"

saith he, "he it is that by his work and teaching shall

sustain the Church of Christ." From this vision, he

was filled with an especial devotion unto him, and

in all ways disposed himself unto his supplication,

and ever loved the servant of Christ with an especial

affection. Then and there he granted his request,

and promised at a later day to bestow yet more

upon him. 

He sanctioned the Rule, and gave him a command to

preach repentance, and made all the lay Brethren that

had accompanied the servant of God wear narrow

tonsures, that they might preach the word of God

without hindrance.

WEEKLY CALENDAR

16 Feb, SUNDAY—6th Week in Ordinary Time

11:15 AM | K-5 Faith Formation

7:00 PM | Adoration until 8:00 PM

7:00 PM | ALPHA YOUTH (High School)

17 Feb, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  6:30 PM | Adult Catechesis w/ Ty Perry

  6:30 PM | Women's Bible Study (offsite)

  7:00 PM | EDGE (Middle School)

18 Feb, TUESDAY

12:15 PM | *No daily Mass

  7:00 PM | FAST 2020 (meets 2nd & 4th Tue of   

   month)

19 Feb, WEDNESDAY

  9:00 AM | Yarn Ministry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  7:00 PM | Adult Bible Study/Catechesis

20 Feb, THURSDAY

  9:00 AM | Day Away

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  4:30 PM | K-5 Faith Formation

21 Feb, FRIDAY

10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

22 Feb, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group

  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat of

 month)



  9:30 AM | Widow/Widower Support Group

 (2nd Sat)

MASS INTENTIONS

Feb 15 (Sat), 5:30 PM Michael Cloutier (req. by

Michaela McLaughlin)

Feb 16 (Sun), 8:00 AM George Ritz (req. by family)

Feb 16, 10:00 AM Leo Pellerin (1st anniv., req. by

wife Janet)

Feb 16, 6:00 PM SJN Parishioners

Feb 17 (Mon), 12:15 PM Christine Rand (req. by

mother)

Feb 19 (Wed), 12:15 PM Ernest J. McKinley, Jr. (req. by

Paula)

Feb 20 (Thu), 12:15 PM Daniel Bonenfant (req. by

mother)

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is

ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions

(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (St Monica,

d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you

remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

ASH WEDNESDAY

Feb 26, 2020

Mass w/ Distribution of Ashes

12:15 and 7:00 PM

LENTEN REGULATIONS

LENT begins 26 Feb (Ash Wed) and ends 9 Apr

(Holy Thursday) with the Celebration of the

Lord's Supper.

• All the days of Lent are DAYS OF PENANCE

= the faithful are encouraged to practice some

form of voluntary self-denial or personal

penance (e.g., physical mortification or

temperance or acts of religion, charity or

Christian witness).

• FRIDAYS OF LENT (28 Feb, 6, 13, 20, 27

Mar, and 3 Apr) are obligatory DAYS OF

ABSTINENCE. The faithful from age 14

onwards are bound by the law of

ABSTINENCE = meatless meals.

• Ash Wednesday, 26 Feb and Good Friday, 10

Apr are DAYS OF FAST & ABSTINENCE.

The faithful aged 18-59 (beginning of the 60th

year) are bound by the law of FASTING =

When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one

full meal. Two smaller meals may also be

taken, but not to equal a full meal. If possible,

the fast on Good Friday is continued until the

Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the

"paschal fast" to honor the suffering and death

of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to share

more fully and to celebrate more readily his

Resurrection.

YOUTH PASSION PLAY

If you're a Middle or High School student, you can join our

group. Please consider answering the call to enrich your

Lenten journey! Our NEW meeting time is Sundays

immediately following the 10:00 Mass.

FAST FOR SOCIAL ACTION (FAST 2020)

• Please sign up to participate in the parish hall following

Mass, whether to partake of the 30-hour fast itself or

to help out in the variety of roles needed, including as

overnight chaperones, nurses, and drivers. NOTE: If

you are able to serve as a driver, please be aware there

is a new diocesan driver approval process, so please

sign up as soon as possible to begin the process.

• Those participating in the 30-hour FAST can only

drink water or juice. The parish is accepting donations

of 100% juice (e.g., orange, apple, cranberry, etc.) in

support of the FAST.

"Can You Answer Your Kids' Questions

about the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Faith?"

"Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks

you for a reason for your hope, but do it with gentleness and

reverence" (1 Pet 3:15-16).

ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS. Starts 17 Feb

(Monday) at 6:30 PM. Presented by Ty Perry.

Today more than ever we must understand the

fundamentals of the faith. For our own sake, that

we may live the faith; for others, that we may be

able/ready to explain faith in Jesus Christ "the way

the truth and the life" (John 14:6). 

Deepen your understanding this LENTEN

SEASON of the Scriptural and patristic

underpinnings of the fundamentals of the Catholic

faith: the Liturgy, the Real Presence, Apostolic

Succession, Marian Veneration, and more.

WIDOW/WIDOWERS GROUP

We meet the 2nd Saturday of the month in Room

#3 at 9:30 AM. POC: Tricia Mroz @ 889-4474.

We are here:

o To provide emotional, spiritual and practical



support to the Men and Women who have lost a

spouse or significant other.

o To directly offer education and other services

to the widowed and their families during the

grieving period following this catastrophic loss; 

o To connect survivors to essential resources

conducive to positive growth.

 

MMMMMM! BAKE SALE!

BAKE SALE in support of the SJN Music Ministry

and the PRAISE & WORSHIP BAND. Try our

treats! Feb 22-23 after all Masses. The P&W Band

is trying to raise over $600.00 for sound

equipment to improve the sound for worship. The

Band is also looking for used-but-working iPads

(three) and a MacBook. Contact Paul Schmitt:

<blessedbunch@verizon.net>.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

19 Apr (Sun), 2:00 PM

Bishop Libasci invites all couples celebrating an

anniversary in 2020 of 10, 15, 20, 30, 35, 40, 45

or 55+ years, to attend the SPRING WEDDING

ANNIVERSARY MASS. This celebration will be

held on Sunday, 19 April 2020 at 2:00 PM, at

Saint Joseph Cathedral, Manchester. [Couples

celebrating anniversaries of 5, 25, or 50 years will

be asked to register later for a fall celebration.] To

all married couples, CONGRATULATIONS! and

we look forward to seeing you at this Spring's

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS!

TO REGISTER, please contact your parish office

by 20 March 2020. The parish office will

gather/submit all necessary information. Once

registration has been completed by the parish

office, all registrants will receive an invitation to

this special celebration.  

A M A Z O N • S M I L E

Please support our St John Neumann Food Pantry when

you purchase items through Amazon.com. Go to

<https://smile.amazon.com> and add "Saint John

Neumann Parish" as your charity of choice. 0.5% of

every purchase is donated to the SJN FOODPANTRY.



SAINT ANDREW DINNERS

Men ages 13-18, 19-60

St Andrew was the first of the Apostles to hear

Jesus' call to follow him.We'd like to invited men

in our diocese who are contemplating a vocation to

the PRIESTHOOD—or would simply like some

help hearing the Lord's call for their life—to an

evening of PRAYER, CONVERSATION with the

diocesan VOCATION TEAM, and DINNER from

6:00-8:00 PM at JOSEPH HOUSE (279 Cartier St,

Manchester) on the following dates:

Men ages 13-18, Feb 21 (Friday)

Men ages 19-60, Feb 28 (Friday)

If you'd like to attend, please RSVP to Becky

Vinson at <rvinson@rcbm.org> or (603) 663-

0153.

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114; cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111; candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080

ROGER F. BLAIS
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET
REQUEST NO OBLIGATION AUTO EMAILS WITH YOUR CUSTOM REAL ESTATE SEARCH DIRECTLY FROM MLS

Magdalena Henderson, REALTOR®

MOBILE: 603-554-0015
EMAIL: m.henderson@kw.com 
WEB: www.m-henderson.com
ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 168 S RIVER RD. 

BEDFORD, NH 03110

Matthew C. Leighton, DDS
Valerie Pereira Liang, DMD 

www.clarkandleighton.com
Ponemah Crossing | 102 Ponemah Rd. | Amherst, NH

603.673.7950

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416

This Space 
is Available


