
I distrust a charity that costs nothing and does not hurt. —Pope Francis
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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Saturday ............................................ 4:00-5:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires Marriage

Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

ON CHARITY

So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.

—1 Cor 13:13

The first excerpt below is from a sermon by Pope St Leo

the Great (d. 461) in which he speaks of the theological

virtue of charity. The second excerpt, by way of example, is

from the writings of St John of God (d. 1550).

POPE SAINT LEO THE GREAT [detail]

by Francisco Herrera the Younger (d. 1685)

SAINT JOHN OF GOD SAVING PATIENTS

OF THE ROYAL HOSPITAL FROM A FIRE [detail]

by Manuel Gómez-Moreno González (d. 1918)

IN the gospel of John the Lord says: "In this will all men

know that you are my disciples, if you have love for each

other." In a letter of the same apostle we read: "Beloved, let

us love one another, for love is from God, and everyone

who loves is born of God and knows God; he who does not

love does not know God, for God is love."

The faithful should therefore enter into

themselves and make a true judgment on

their attitudes of mind and heart. If they

find some store of love's fruit in their hearts,

they must not doubt God's presence within

them. If they would increase their capacity
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to receive so great a guest, they should practice greater

generosity in doing good, with persevering charity. 

If God is love, charity should know no limit, for God

cannot be confined. 

Any time is the right time for works of charity, but these

DAYS OF LENT provide a special encouragement.

Those who want to be present at the Lord's Passover in

holiness of mind and body should seek above all to win

this grace, for charity contains all other virtues and

covers a multitude of sins.

As we prepare to celebrate that greatest of all mysteries,

by which the blood of Jesus Christ did away with our sins,

let us first of all make ready the sacrificial offerings of

works of mercy. In this way we shall give to those who

have sinned against us what God in his goodness has

already given us. 

Let us now extend to the poor and those afflicted in

different ways a more open-handed generosity, so that God

may be thanked through many voices and the relief of the

needy supported by our fasting. No act of devotion on the

part of the faithful gives God more pleasure than that

which is lavished on his poor. Where he finds charity with

its loving concern, there he recognizes the reflection of his

own fatherly care. 

In these acts of giving do not fear a lack of means. A

generous spirit is itself great wealth. There can be no

shortage of material for generosity where it is Christ who

feeds and Christ who is fed. In all this activity there is

present the hand of him who multiplies the bread by

breaking it, and increasing it by giving it away. 

The giver of alms should be free from anxiety and full

of joy. His gain will be greatest when he keeps back least

for himself. The holy apostle Paul tells us: "He who

provides seed for the sower will also provide bread for

eating; he will provide you with more seed, and will

increase the harvest of your goodness," in Christ Jesus our

Lord, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy

Spirit for ever and ever. Amen.

IF we look forward to receiving God's mercy, we

can never fail to do good so long as we have the

strength. For if we share with the poor, out of love

for God, whatever he has given to us, we shall

receive according to his promise a hundredfold in

eternal happiness. What a fine profit, what a

blessed reward! Who would not entrust his

possessions to this best of merchants, who handles

our affairs so well? With outstretched arms he begs

us to turn toward him, to weep for our sins, and to

become the servants of love, first for ourselves,

then for our neighbors. Just as water extinguishes a

fire, so love wipes away sin.

So many poor people come here that I very

often wonder how we can care for them all, but

Jesus Christ provides all things and nourishes

everyone. Many of them come to the house of

God, because the city of Granada is large and very

cold, especially now in winter. More than a

hundred and ten are now living here, sick and

healthy, servants and pilgrims. Since this house is

open to everyone, it receives the sick of every type

and condition: the crippled, the disabled, lepers,

mutes, the insane, paralytics, those suffering from

scurvy and those bearing the afflictions of old age,

many children, and above all countless pilgrims

and travelers, who come here, and for whom we

furnish the fire, water, and salt, as well as the

utensils to cook their food. And for all of this no

payment is requested, yet Christ provides.

I work here on borrowed money, a prisoner

for the sake of Jesus Christ. And often my debts are

so pressing that I dare not go out of the house for

fear of being seized by my creditors. Whenever I

see so many poor brothers and neighbors of mine

suffering beyond their strength and overwhelmed

with so many physical or mental ills which I cannot

alleviate, then I become exceedingly sorrowful; but

I trust in Christ, who knows my heart. And so I

say: "Woe to the man who trusts in men rather

than in Christ." Whether you like it or not, you will

grow apart from men, but Christ is faithful and

always with you, for Christ provides all things. Let

us always give thanks to him. Amen.

L A S T  W E E K

Attendance 488/Offering $6,907.00

Catholic Schools $80.00

Capital Improvements $420.00

Thank you for your generosity!

WEEKLY CALENDAR

23 Feb, SUNDAY—7th Week in Ordinary Time

  8:00 AM | Mass

10:00 AM | Mass

  6:00 PM | Mass

 7:00 PM | Adoration until 8:00 PM

24 Feb, MONDAY

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  6:30 PM | *Adult Catechesis w/ Ty Perry

  (see announcement below)

  6:30 PM | Women's Bible Study (offsite)

25 Feb, TUESDAY

12:15 PM | *No daily Mass

  7:00 PM | FAST 2020 (meets 2nd & 4th Tue of   

   month)
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26 Feb, ASH WEDNESDAY—START OF LENT

*Day of Fast and Abstinence

  9:30 AM | Yarn Ministry

12:15 PM | *Mass w/ distribution of Ashes

  4:30 PM | *Mass w/ distribution of Ashes

  7:00 PM | *Mass w/ distribution of Ashes

27 Feb, THURSDAY

  9:00 AM | Day Away

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

28 Feb, FRIDAY (Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence)

10:00 AM | Food Pantry

12:15 PM | Daily Mass

  6:00 PM | *Stations of the Cross

29 Feb, SATURDAY

  8:30 AM | Men's Group

  9:00 AM | Divine Mercy Cenacle (1st & 3rd Sat of

 month)

  9:30 AM | Widow/Widower Support Group

 (2nd Sat)

  4:00 PM | Confessions until 5:00 PM

  5:30 PM | Mass, 1st SUNDAY OF LENT

MASS INTENTIONS

Feb 22 (Sat), 5:30 PM SJN Parishioners

Feb 23 (Sun), 10:00 AM Alex Leiker (req. by Pelletin)

Feb 24 (Mon), 12:15 PM Elizabeth Barney (3rd Anniv.,

req. by Karen Fletcher);

Sean Doherty (req. by mother)

Feb 26 (Wed), 12:15 PM Richard Allen (req. by family)

The practice of offering Mass(es) for particular intentions is

ancient. St Augustine's (d. 430) autobiography, Confessions

(ca. 397-400), for example, recounts his mother's (St Monica,

d. 387) request: "One thing only I ask you, that you

remember me at the altar of the Lord!"

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

ASH WEDNESDAY

Feb 26, 2020

Mass w/ Distribution of Ashes

12:15, 4:30 and 7:00 PM

LENTEN REGULATIONS

LENT begins 26 Feb (Ash Wed) and ends 9 Apr

(Holy Thursday) with the Celebration of the Lord's

Supper.

• All the days of Lent are DAYS OF PENANCE

= the faithful are encouraged to practice some

form of voluntary self-denial or personal

penance (e.g., physical mortification or

temperance or acts of religion, charity or

Christian witness).

• FRIDAYS OF LENT (28 Feb, 6, 13, 20, 27

Mar, and 3 Apr) are obligatory DAYS OF

ABSTINENCE. The faithful from age 14

onwards are bound by the law of

ABSTINENCE = meatless meals.

• Ash Wednesday, 26 Feb and Good Friday, 10

Apr are DAYS OF FAST & ABSTINENCE.

The faithful aged 18-59 (beginning of the 60th

year) are bound by the law of FASTING =

When fasting, a person is permitted to eat one

full meal. Two smaller meals may also be

taken, but not to equal a full meal. If possible,

the fast on Good Friday is continued until the

Easter Vigil (on Holy Saturday night) as the

"paschal fast" to honor the suffering and death

of the Lord Jesus, and to prepare ourselves to

share more fully and to celebrate more readily

his Resurrection.

MMMMMM! BAKE SALE!

BAKE SALE in support of the SJN Music Ministry

and the PRAISE & WORSHIP BAND. Try our

treats! Feb 22-23 after all Masses. The P&W Band

is trying to raise over $600.00 for sound

equipment to improve the sound for worship. The

Band is also looking for used-but-working iPads

(three) and a MacBook. Contact Paul Schmitt:

<blessedbunch@verizon.net>.

YOUTH PASSION PLAY

If you're a Middle or High School student, you can join our

group. Please consider answering the call to enrich your

Lenten journey! Our NEW meeting time is Sundays

immediately following the 10:00 Mass.

FAST FOR SOCIAL ACTION (FAST 2020)

• Please sign up to participate in the parish hall following

Mass, whether to partake of the 30-hour fast itself or

to help out in the variety of roles needed, including as

overnight chaperones, nurses, and drivers. NOTE: If

you are able to serve as a driver, please be aware there

is a new diocesan driver approval process, so please

sign up as soon as possible to begin the process.

• Those participating in the 30-hour FAST can only

drink water or juice. The parish is accepting donations

of 100% juice (e.g., orange, apple, cranberry, etc.) in

support of the FAST.



"Can You Answer Your Kids' Questions

about the One, Holy, Catholic, Apostolic Faith?"

"Always be ready to give an explanation to anyone who asks

you for a reason for your hope, but do it with gentleness and

reverence" (1 Pet 3:15-16).

ADULT STUDY/CATECHESIS. Monday nights

starting at 6:30 PM. Ten sessions. Presented by Ty

Perry. Today more than ever we must understand

the fundamentals of the faith. For our own sake,

that we may live the faith; for others, that we may

be able/ready to explain faith in Jesus Christ "the

way the truth and the life" (John 14:6). Deepen

your understanding this LENTEN SEASON of the

Scriptural and patristic underpinnings of the

fundamentals of the Catholic faith: the Liturgy, the

Real Presence, Apostolic Succession, Marian

Veneration, and more.

WIDOW/WIDOWERS GROUP 

We meet the 2nd Saturday of the month in Room

#3 at 9:30 AM. POC: Tricia Mroz @ 889-4474.

We are here:

o To provide emotional, spiritual and practical

support to  the Men and Women who have

lost a spouse or significant other.

o To directly offer education and other services

to the widowed and their families during the

grieving period following this catastrophic loss;

o To connect survivors to essential resources

conducive to positive growth.

16th ANNUAL

ST CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL AUCTION

This year's theme: "IN THE WINNER'S CIRCLE WITH

SAINT CHRIS."

DATE:  21 March 2020

PLACE:  Sky Meadow Country Club (6 Mountain

Laurels Dr, Nashua)

TICKETS:  $75/person — Seating is limited— 

Reserve your seat by March 6. (Hats and

seersucker welcome, but not required.)

Silent Auction & Cocktail Hour: 5:30-7:00 PM • Dinner:

7:00 PM • Live Auction: 8:15 PM.

ALUMINUM TAB COLLECTION

Alexa and Brynn Quintero are collecting ALUMINUM

TABS on behalf of SHRINERS HOSPITAL FOR

CHILDREN. The current price for recycling can tabs is

$.55-.70 per pound. Why only tabs? Aluminum has

recycling value and the tab is the only pure aluminum part

of the can. The collection box is in the coat closet. For 



more information on Shriners Hospitals, see:

<https://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/shc>.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

19 Apr (Sun), 2:00 PM

Bishop Libasci invites all couples celebrating an

anniversary in 2020 of 10, 15, 20, 30, 35, 40, 45

or 55+ years, to attend the SPRING WEDDING

ANNIVERSARY MASS. This celebration will be

held on Sunday, 19 April 2020 at 2:00 PM, at

Saint Joseph Cathedral, Manchester. [Couples

celebrating anniversaries of 5, 25, or 50 years will

be asked to register later for a fall celebration.] To

all married couples, CONGRATULATIONS! and

we look forward to seeing you at this Spring's

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASS!

TO REGISTER, please contact your parish office

by 20 March 2020. The parish office will

gather/submit all necessary information. Once

registration has been completed by the parish

office, all registrants will receive an invitation to

this special celebration. 

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114; cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111; candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

dayaway@sjnnh.org, (603) 880-4689

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080

ROGER F. BLAIS
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

FIND OUT HOW MUCH YOUR HOUSE IS WORTH IN TODAY’S MARKET
REQUEST NO OBLIGATION AUTO EMAILS WITH YOUR CUSTOM REAL ESTATE SEARCH DIRECTLY FROM MLS

Magdalena Henderson, REALTOR®

MOBILE: 603-554-0015
EMAIL: m.henderson@kw.com 
WEB: www.m-henderson.com
ALL YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS 168 S RIVER RD. 

BEDFORD, NH 03110

Matthew C. Leighton, DDS
Valerie Pereira Liang, DMD 

www.clarkandleighton.com
Ponemah Crossing | 102 Ponemah Rd. | Amherst, NH

603.673.7950

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416

This Space 
is Available


