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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM
 

CONFESSION

Sunday .................................... 11:15 AM - 1:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before
the baptism of their child. The class is offered the
first Sunday of each month following the 10:00
AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior
to the wedding date. The diocese requires
Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital
visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those
who seek to become Catholic. For information,
please call the office.

Q. What are the Four Last Things? [See answer
below.]

TO LIVE FOR GOD

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. —Jer 29:11

The excerpt below
recounts the turning
point in the life of St
Alphonsus Liguori (d.
1787, bishop). One of
the deadly sins is sloth,
not solely in the sense
of lethargy, but as
indifference to what is
good and holy. It's
remedy is zeal, the fruit
of faith. At the age of
26, St Alphonsus
attended a retreat which
would change the
course of his life. From
that time on, the
spiritual disciplines he
wholeheartedly
embraced increased his
desire more and more
to live for God. In
short, to be a saint.

THE time came when
there was a change in
the spiritual fervor of
Alphonsus. He lived
amid applause and
honor; he was feted and
fawned upon by those
whom his talents had
served [he was a
brilliant young lawyer],
and society opened its
ranks to him of its best. He began to find it all very
agreeable. His father insisted that he visit here and there,
that he become acquainted with this prominent personage



and that, until the time came when it was almost physically
impossible to perform his accustomed spiritual exercises,
and he would omit them with scarcely a qualm.

It could easily have been a sad turning point in his life,
and had it not been for the depth of his convictions about
sin, he might have lost all the character he had built up
through his earlier years. In his old age he looked back
upon this period, which lasted almost a year, which such
unfeigned horror that the impression is given that he did
fall into the worst evil. The evidence is to the contrary,
however: he became lukewarm in his love of God, lax in
fidelity to his spiritual exercises, but he never really gave
himself over to sin. An old man who had been a lifelong
friend of Alphonsus was once asked whether he had ever
seen or heard of improper behavior on the part of
Alphonsus in his youth. The old man answered simply:
"No. He was always a model young man. I would tell a lie,
I would tell a lie," he repeated, "were I to say otherwise."

It was a retreat that roused him from his spiritual
lethargy, one he made at the instigation of a friend in
March, 1722. Alphonsus was often to call that retreat one
of the choicest graces God had bestowed upon him. How
well he remembered it is clear from the dedication of one
of his books, written many years later, to the superior of
the Vincentians in whose house the retreat was made, in
which he says: "It was in your house that I learned to know
God and to turn away from the world." The meditations
conducted for him on the purpose of life and the dangers
of toying with sin profoundly impressed him; he
immediately recognized the folly of his past worldliness and
determined that it would come to an end.

The effect of the retreat showed itself principally, when
he returned to the world, in the beginning of his
extraordinary and lifelong devotion to the Blessed
Sacrament. He would seek out churches where the Forty
Hours' Adoration was being held, and would spend hours
on his knees before the altar in prayer. He loved to buy
flowers for the altar on occasions of this kind, and would
himself arrange them about the tabernacle to the edification
of all who saw him. From that time on, he was to be an
apostle of devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. Later in life
he was to look back and attribute all the graces of his
vocation to the fervor of his visits to the Blessed Sacrament
during these days. In the introduction to an edition of his
Visits to the Blessed Sacrament he says: "In this little book I
feel myself bound, at least out of gratitude to Jesus in the
Blessed Sacrament, to declare that through the devotion of
visiting Him, I had lived until I was twenty-six years of age. 
Fortunate indeed would will you be if you can detach
yourself from that world at an earlier age, and give yourself
without reserve to the Lord, Who has given Himself
without reserve to you."

From that time on he was determined to become a
saint. What changes this would effect in his life he himself
did not yet dream.

Father D. F. Miller, C.SS.R. and Father L. X. Aubin, C.SS.R., St. Alphonsus Liguori:
Bishop, Confessor, Founder of the Redemptorists and Doctor of the Church
(1696-1787), (Rockford, IL: TAN Books and Publishers, Inc., 1940), pp.
18-20

St Ignatius Loyola (d. 1556) begins his Spiritual
Exercises with "The First Principle and
Foundation":

THE goal of our life is to live with God forever.
God, who loves us, gave us life. Our own response
of love allows God's life to flow into us without
limit. All the things in this world are gifts from
God, presented to us so that we can know God
more easily and make a return of love more
readily. As a result, we appreciate and use all these
gifts of God insofar as they help us to develop as
loving persons. But if any of these gifts become the
center of our lives, they displace God and so
hinder our growth toward our goal. In everyday
life, then, we must hold ourselves in balance before
all of these created gifts insofar as we have a choice
and are not bound by some obligation. We should
not fix our desires on health or sickness, wealth or
poverty, success or failure, a long life or a short
one. For everything has the potential of calling
forth in us a deeper response to our life in God.
Our only desire and our one choice should be this:
I want and I choose what better leads to God's
deepening his life in me.

†
The SUSCIPE [Lt., Receive] prayer attributed to 
St Ignatius Loyola:

Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, 
my memory, my understanding
and my entire will,
All I have and call my own.
You have given all to me.
To you, Lord, I return it.
Everything is yours; do with it what you will.
Give me only your love and your grace.
That is enough for me.

MASS INTENTIONS

Nov 14 (Sat),  5:30 PM Danielle Bonner (req. by Vovo
& Papa)

Nov 15 (Sun), 8:00 AM Colin Lizotte (req. by family)
Nov 15, 10:00 AM Tom Erbland (req. by Pat Flynn)
Nov 16 (Mon), 12:15 PM Tom Erbland (req. by a friend)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering
Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient: "The Christian
faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass for their
intention contribute to the good of the Church and by that
offering share its concern to support its ministers and works"
(945 §2).



A N N O U N C E M E N T S

— NOTICE —

• Due to the Saturday 4:00 PM Outdoor Mass,
CONFESSION has moved temporarily to
Sundays following the 10:00 AM Mass =
11:15 AM - 1:00 PM.

• The Sunday 10:00 AM Mass continues to be
LIVE STREAMED at:

https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live/

• The 12:15 daily Mass is posted Monday, and
Wednesday thru Friday to:

https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

• PLEASE NOTE: the 4:00 PM Outdoor Mass
affords the greatest pandemic precautions for
those most at risk.

SACRAMENTAL CERTIFICATES

CONFIRMATION and FIRST HOLY
COMMUNION certificates are available for
pickup, photos included.

VIRTUAL VOCATION DINNERS

The Lord is continuing to call! We would like to
invite men and women in our diocese who are
considering a vocation in the Church or would
simply like some help hearing the Lord’s call for
their life, to a virtual evening of prayer and
conversation with the Vocations Team of the
Diocese of Manchester. For more information and
to REGISTER: <liveinblackandwhite.com>.

• Virtual Miriam Dinner w/ WOMEN OF ALL
AGES: Friday, November 20, 7:00 PM.

HOLY HOUR

Every Sunday 7:00-8:00 PM

"The Church and the world have a great need for
Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this
sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the time to go
to meet him in adoration, in contemplation full of
faith, and open to making amends for the serious
offenses and crimes of the world. Let our
adoration never cease." —Pope St John Paul II (d.
2005)

DAY AWAY UPDATE

• Governor Sununu and his Economic
Reopening Taskforce issued SAFER AT
HOME GUIDELINES FOR REOPENING
ADULT DAY SERVICES (effective June 29,
2020):

https://www.covidguidance.nh.gov/sites/
g/files/ehbemt381/files/files/inlinedocuments/

guidance-adult-day-services.pdf

• At this time, the CDC and Centers for
Medicare/Medicaid Services (CMS)
recommends avoiding large groups until there
is no longer a risk of spreading the virus to the
vulnerable elderly populations that attend
these programs.

• OUR DAY AWAY PROGRAM IS
THEREFORE ON HIATUS. However, we are
offering "VIRTUAL ACTIVITY SESSIONS"
each Thursday. For information, please
contact:

Kathy Hopkins, RN, M.Ed., Director at
dayaway@sjnnh.org

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John Neumann
FOOD PANTRY whenever you purchase items
through AMAZON.COM. Go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add “Saint John Neumann Parish” as your
charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is
donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD
PANTRY.

CCNH UPDATE

The poor stretch out the hand but God receives what is offered. —St
[Mother] Teresa of Calcutta (d. 1997)

A month after celebrating their 75th anniversary,
CATHOLIC CHARITIES NEW HAMPSHIRE (CCNH)
faced the difficulty of continuing their work in the face of
the pandemic. How have they done? The following is an
excerpt from the CCNH President & CEO's October 2020
update:

"And so began the worst of times. But we were
thoughtful, resolute, creative, nimble and
compassionate in how we responded.
COUNSELING SERVICES quickly pivoted to
telehealth and has provided over 1,250 sessions
since March. Our commitment to at-risk youth
remained as SAINT CHARLES SCHOOL safely
completed their year in-person, added an extended
school year this summer and is up and running



again, in-person, this fall. OUR PLACE, PARISH
COMMUNITY SERVICES and IMMIGRATION
LEGAL SERVICES bustled with case management
and citizenship work. The CAREGIVERS remained
committed to getting critical food supplies
delivered and rides to medical appointments for
home-bound seniors, while MONADNOCK AT
HOME — our newest program this year —
provided comfort calls and other virtual platforms
to keep seniors connected. LIBERTY HOUSE,
which serves homeless veterans via transitional
housing support and community services, has 
continued without a glitch. Their move into a new
home a month ago on Orange Street (across from
the Chancery building) enables them to
accommodate close to three-times as many
veterans for housing and to provide case
management and essential support services for
300+ veterans a month. During this time, the
FOOD BANK has continued to provide food for
those most in need. They doubled food production
and increased food distribution by 28%. Their
work continues to include weekly MOBILE FOOD
PANTRIES to all parts of the state. With such
great demand, it's been a remarkable effort."

A.  The Four Last Things are: DEATH,
JUDGMENT (Particular and Last),
HEAVEN, HELL.

• JUDGMENT, PARTICULAR. At death
everyone will be judged according to how
they have lived—specifically, how they
have responded to God's call and grace—,
and will either be filled with life or
damned for eternity.

• JUDGMENT, LAST. The "Last Judgment"
is God's triumph over the revolt of evil,
after the final cosmic upheaval of this
passing world. Preceded by the
Resurrection of the Dead, it will coincide
with the Second Coming of Christ in glory
at the end of time, disclose good and evil,
and reveal the meaning of Salvation
History and the providence of God by
which justice has triumphed over evil. 

• PURGATORY is the state of those who die
in God's friendship, assured of their
eternal salvation, but who still have need
of purification to enter into the happiness
of heaven.

• HEAVEN. Those who die in God's grace
and friendship will live forever with Him.
They will be like God for they will "see
Him as He is," face to face. Heaven is the
ultimate end and fulfillment of the deepest 



human longings, the state of supreme
and definitive happiness.

• HELL is the eternal damnation of those
who die in mortal sin. It is the state of
definitive self-exclusion from communion
with God and the blessed, reserved for
those who refuse by their own free choice
to believe and be converted from sin, even
to the end of their lives.     

SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON
Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x114
cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN
Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)
(603) 880-4689 x111
candersen@sjnnh.org

DIANE BONENFANT
Sacristan

CAROL YETTO
Music Ministry
SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER & EVELYN VERBECK
Outreach & Food Pantry
(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS
Day Away (Thursday)
(603) 880-4689
dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Tom Davis, Grand Knight
gk10896 @comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080

ROGER F. BLAIS
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

20 Cushing Avenue, Nashua

Not just an education.
A moral foundation.

Visit us online at StChrisSchoolNH.org

Pre-K to Grade 6
Call for a private tour 

at 882-7442

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416


