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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Sunday .................................... 11:15 AM - 1:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires

Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

LET US GO TO BETHLEHEM

And you, Bethlehem, land of Judah, 

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

since from you shall come a ruler,

who is to shepherd my people Israel. —Mt 2:6

The excerpt below is from Pope Benedict XVI's homily of

24 Dec 2012 (Midnight Mass).

DEAR Brothers and Sisters!

I am repeatedly struck by the Gospel writer's almost

casual remark that there was no room for them [Mary and

Joseph] at the inn. Inevitably the question arises, what

would happen if Mary and Joseph were to knock at my

door. Would there be room for them? And then it occurs to

us that St John takes up this seemingly chance comment

about the lack of room at the inn, which drove the Holy

Family into the stable; he explores it more deeply and

arrives at the heart of the matter when he writes: "he came

to his own home, and his own people received him not" (Jn

1:11). The great moral question of our attitude towards the

homeless, towards refugees and migrants, takes on a deeper

dimension: do we really have room for God when he seeks

to enter under our roof? Do we have time and space for

him? Do we not actually turn away God himself? We begin

to do so when we have no time for God. The faster we can

move, the more efficient our time-saving appliances

become, the less time we have. And God? The question of

God never seems urgent. Our time is already

completely full. But matters go deeper still.

Does God actually have a place in our

thinking? Our process of thinking is

structured in such a way that he simply



ought not to exist. Even if he seems to knock at the door of

our thinking, he has to be explained away. If thinking is to

be taken seriously, it must be structured in such a way that

the "God hypothesis" becomes superfluous. There is no

room for him. Not even in our feelings and desires is there

any room for him. We want ourselves. We want what we

can seize hold of, we want happiness that is within our

reach, we want our plans and purposes to succeed. We are

so "full" of ourselves that there is no room left for God.

And that means there is no room for others either, for

children, for the poor, for the stranger. By reflecting on

that one simple saying about the lack of room at the inn,

we have come to see how much we need to listen to St

Paul's exhortation: "Be transformed by the renewal of your

mind" (Rom 12:2). Paul speaks of renewal, the opening up

of our intellect (nous), of the whole way we view the world

and ourselves. The conversion that we need must truly

reach into the depths of our relationship with reality. Let us

ask the Lord that we may become vigilant for his presence,

that we may hear how softly yet insistently he knocks at the

door of our being and willing. Let us ask that we may make

room for him within ourselves, that we may recognize him

also in those through whom he speaks to us: children, the

suffering, the abandoned, those who are excluded and the

poor of this world.

There is another verse from the Christmas story on

which I should like to reflect with you—the angels' hymn of

praise, which they sing out following the announcement of

the new-born Savior: "Glory to God in the highest and on

earth peace to those on whom his favor rests" (Lk 2:14).

God is glorious. God is pure light, the radiance of truth and

love. He is good. He is true goodness, goodness par

excellence. The angels surrounding him begin by simply

proclaiming the joy of seeing God's glory. Their song

radiates the joy that fills them. In their words, it is as if we

were hearing the sounds of heaven. There is no question of

attempting to understand the meaning of it all, but simply

the overflowing happiness of seeing the pure splendor of

God's truth and love. We want to let this joy reach out and

touch us: truth exists, pure goodness exists, pure light

exists. God is good, and he is the supreme power above all

powers. All this should simply make us joyful tonight,

together with the angels and the shepherds.

Linked to God's glory on high is peace on earth among

men. Where God is not glorified, where he is forgotten or

even denied, there is no peace either. Nowadays, though,

widespread currents of thought assert the exact opposite:

they say that religions, especially monotheism, are the cause

of the violence and the wars in the world. If there is to be

peace, humanity must first be liberated from them. While

there is no denying a certain misuse of religion in history,

yet it is not true that denial of God would lead to peace. If

God's light is extinguished, man's divine dignity is also

extinguished. Then the human creature would cease to be

God's image, to which we must pay honor in every person,

in the weak, in the stranger, in the poor. Then we would

no longer all be brothers and sisters, children of the one

Father, who belong to one another on account of that one

Father. The kind of arrogant violence that then arises, the

way man then despises and tramples upon man: we saw this

in all its cruelty in the last century. Only if God's light

shines over man and within him, only if every single person

is desired, known and loved by God is his dignity

inviolable, however wretched his situation may be. On this

Holy Night, God himself became man; as Isaiah

prophesied, the child born here is "Emmanuel", God with

us (Isa 7:14). And down the centuries, while there has been

misuse of religion, it is also true that forces of

reconciliation and goodness have constantly sprung up

from faith in the God who became man. Into the darkness

of sin and violence, this faith has shone a bright ray of

peace and goodness, which continues to shine.

So Christ is our peace, and he proclaimed peace to

those far away and to those near at hand (cf. Eph 2:14, 17).

How could we now do other than pray to him: Yes, Lord,

proclaim peace today to us too, whether we are far away or

near at hand. Grant also to us today that swords may be

turned into ploughshares (Isa 2:4), that instead of weapons

for warfare, practical aid may be given to the suffering.

Enlighten those who think they have to practice violence in

your name, so that they may see the senselessness of

violence and learn to recognize your true face. Help us to

become people "with whom you are pleased"—people

according to your image and thus people of peace.

Once the angels departed, the shepherds said to one

another: "Let us go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us" (Lk

2:15).  The shepherds went with haste to Bethlehem, the

Evangelist tells us (cf. 2:16). A holy curiosity impelled them

to see this child in a manger, who the angel had said was

the Savior, Christ the Lord. The great joy of which the

angel spoke had touched their hearts and given them wings.

LET US GO OVER TO BETHLEHEM: as we say these

words to one another, along with the shepherds, we should

not only think of the great "crossing over" to the living

God, but also of the actual town of Bethlehem and all those

places where the Lord lived, ministered and suffered.

The shepherds made haste. Holy curiosity and holy joy

impelled them. In our case, it is probably not very often

that we make haste for the things of God. God does not

feature among the things that require haste. The things of

God can wait, we think and we say. And yet he is the most

important thing, ultimately the one truly important thing.

Why should we not also be moved by curiosity to see more

closely and to know what God has said to us? At this hour,

let us ask him to touch our hearts with the holy curiosity

and the holy joy of the shepherds, and thus LET US GO

OVER JOYFULLY TO BETHLEHEM, to the Lord who

today once more comes to meet us. Amen.

Holy Day of Obligation

NATIVITY OF THE LORD

Mass Schedule

24 Dec (Thu, Children's Mass) ..................... 5:30 PM

24 Dec (Vigil) .............................................. 7:00 PM

24 Dec (Midnight) ..................................... 10:00 PM

25 Dec (Fri, Christmas Day) ...................... 10:00 AM



MASS INTENTIONS

Dec 12 (Sat),  5:30 PM Mary Krasucki (req. by Brian

& Andrea Lester)

Dec 13 (Sun), 8:00 AM SJN Parishioners

Dec 13, 10:00 AM Tom Erbland (req. by Pat Flynn;

Katherine Shea (req. by family)

Dec 14 (Mon), 6:00 PM Julian Kravitz (req. by family)

Dec 16 (Wed), 12:15 PM Lawrence Fletcher (7th Anniv.,

req. by Karen Fletcher)

Dec 17 (Thu), 7:00 PM For Healing: Patricia Wagner,

Barbara Conerford

Dec 18 (Fri), 12:15 PM Jack Geisheimer (req. by family)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering

Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient: "The

Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass

for their intention contribute to the good of the Church

and by that offering share its concern to support its

ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

ADVENT WREATH BLESSING

The following prayer is repeated each day.

Two PURPLE and the one PINK candles are lit

the Third Sunday of Advent.

V. Our help is in the name of the Lord.

R/. Who made heaven and earth.

V. O God, by whose Word all things are

sanctified, pour forth Your blessing upon

this wreath and grant that we who use it

may prepare our hearts for the coming of

Christ and may receive from You

abundant graces. We ask this through

Christ our Lord.

R/. Amen.

V. O Lord, stir up Thy might, we beg

Thee, and come, That by Thy

protection we may deserve to be

rescued from the threatening dangers

of our sins and saved by Thy

deliverance. Through Christ our Lord.

R/. Amen.

ADVENT CONFESSION

Sundays 11:15 AM-1:15 PM

&

Dec 14 (Mon)-thru-18 (Fri)

6:00-8:00 PM

Those, on the other hand, who recognize that they

are weak and sinful entrust themselves to God and

obtain from him grace and forgiveness. It is

precisely this message that must be transmitted:

what counts most is to make people understand

that in the Sacrament of Reconciliation, whatever

the sin committed, if it is humbly recognized and

the person involved turns with trust to the

priest-confessor, he or she never fails to experience

the soothing joy of God's forgiveness. —Pope

Benedict XVI, On the Sacrament of Confession

"After confession a crown is given to penitents."

—St John Chrysostom (d. 407)

St John Neumann

CHRISTMAS CAROLING

w/ Hot Chocolate

18 Dec (Fri), starting at 6:00 PM

Directly in front of the church doors.

POC: Claire Bryson, cbryson@sjnnh.org

— NOTICE —

• Due to the Saturday 4:00 PM Outdoor Mass,

CONFESSION has moved temporarily to

Sundays following the 10:00 AM Mass =

11:15 AM - 1:00 PM.

• The Sunday 10:00 AM Mass continues to be

LIVE STREAMED at:

https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live/

• The 12:15 daily Mass is posted Monday, and

Wednesday thru Friday to:

https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

• PLEASE NOTE: the 4:00 PM Outdoor Mass

affords the greatest pandemic precautions for

those most at risk.

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

We ask you help in continuing the St John

Neumann tradition of making this Christmas a

little brighter for area families-in-need by donating

a GIFT CARD that will be distributed on

December 18th along with Food Baskets to

families served by our SJN Food Pantry. In the

Spirit of Christmas, GIFT CARDS in the amount

of $25.00+ would be very much appreciated.

Suggested local vendor GIFT CARDS: Target,

Walmart, CVS, Market Basket, Shaw's, Kohl's,

Marshall's, Home Goods, TJMaxx, etc.

A COLLECTION LOCK BOX will be available

after all Masses beginning December 5-13, or they

can be dropped off at the office.



MEMORIAL CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

Those who receive offering envelopes will notice a

special envelope labeled "Christmas Decoration

Offering". A DONATION can be made in the

name of a loved one(s). If so, please print their

name(s) on the envelope. Those not receiving

offering envelopes are welcome to DONATE

towards our Christmas altar decorations as well,

just use a plain envelope (and if in memory of a

loved one, print their name or names on the

envelope).

SACRAMENTAL CERTIFICATES

PLEASE NOTE: The CONFIRMATION and

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION certificates are

available for pickup (w/ photos included).

NEW MISSALETTES

The 1st Sunday of Advent is the start of the NEW

LITURGICAL YEAR. NOTE: due to COVID

precautions, the NEW MISSALETTES cannot be

placed in the pews. So, we've placed them in the

foyer. Parishioners are welcome to take one of the

new MISSALETTES for use throughout the year.

HOLY HOUR

Sundays 7:00-8:00 PM

"The Church and the world have a great need for

Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this

sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the time to go

to meet him in adoration, in contemplation full of

faith, and open to making amends for the serious

offenses and crimes of the world. Let our

adoration never cease." —Pope St John Paul II (d.

2005)

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John Neumann

FOOD PANTRY whenever you purchase items

through AMAZON.COM. Go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add “Saint John Neumann Parish” as your

charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is

donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD

PANTRY.



SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114

cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111

candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT

Religious Education Secretary

tschmitt@rcbm.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

(603) 880-4689

dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896 @comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080

ROGER F. BLAIS
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416


