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MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday (Outdoor) .................................... 4:00 PM

Saturday (Anticipatory) .............................. 5:30 PM

Sunday ....................................................... 8:00 AM

Sunday ..................................................... 10:00 AM

Sunday [Labor Day thru Memorial Day] .... 6:00 PM

Daily (Mon, Wed-Fri) .............................. 12:15 PM

 

CONFESSION

Sunday .................................... 11:15 AM - 1:00 PM

And before/after daily Mass, or by appointment.

BAPTISM

Parents must attend a Parent Baptism Class before

the baptism of their child. The class is offered the

first Sunday of each month following the 10:00

AM Mass.

MARRIAGE

Please contact the office at least six months prior

to the wedding date. The diocese requires

Marriage Prep.

VISITS TO THE HOMEBOUND AND SICK,

ANOINTING OF THE SICK

Please call the office to request home or hospital

visitation.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION

RCIA is the process of formation offered to those

who seek to become Catholic. For information,

please call the office.

WHAT DID ISAIAH SEE?

Arise! Shine, for your light has come,

the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you.

Though darkness covers the earth,

and thick clouds, the peoples,

Upon you the Lord will dawn,

and over you his glory will be seen.

Nations shall walk by your light,

kings by the radiance of your dawning.

—Isa 60:1-3

The following excerpt is taken from Pope Benedict XVI's

homily on the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord (7

Jan 2010, Saint Peter's Basilica).

JOURNEY OF THE MAGI

by Stefano di Giovanni (d. 1450)

TODAY, the Solemnity of the Epiphany, the great light that

radiates from the Cave of Bethlehem inundates all of

mankind through the Magi from the East. The first

Reading, taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah (60:1-

6); and the passage from the Gospel of Matthew, which we

just heard, juxtapose the promise and its fulfilment in that

particular tension noted when reading passages from the

Old and New Testaments in succession. Following the

humiliations undergone by the people of Israel at the hands

of worldly powers, the splendid vision of the Prophet Isaiah

appears before us. He sees the moment when the great light

of God that seems powerless and incapable of protecting

his people will rise to shine on all the earth so that the

kings of nations bow before him, coming

from the ends of the earth to deposit their

most precious treasures at his feet. And the

heart of the people will tremble with joy.

Compared to this vision, the one the

Evangelist Matthew presents to us appears



poor and humble: it seems impossible for us to recognize in

it the fulfilment of the Prophet Isaiah's words. In fact, those

who arrived in Bethlehem were not the powerful and the

kings of the earth, but the Magi, unknown men, perhaps

regarded with suspicion, and in any case, not deemed

worthy of special attention. The inhabitants of Jerusalem

learned of the event but did not think it worth bothering

about. Not even in Bethlehem did anyone seem to take any

notice of the birth of this Baby, called King of the Jews by

the Magi, nor about these men who had come from the

East to visit him. Soon after, in fact, when Herod made it

clear that he was effectively the one in power forcing the

Holy Family to flee to Egypt and offering proof of his

cruelty by the massacre of the innocents (cf. Mt 2: 13-18)

the episode of the Magi seemed to have been disregarded

and forgotten. It is therefore understandable that the hearts

and souls of believers throughout the centuries have been

attracted more by the vision of the Prophet than by the

sober narration of the evangelist, as the Nativity scenes also

show where there are camels, dromedaries and powerful

kings of the world kneeling before the Child, laying down

their gifts to him in precious caskets. But we must pay more

attention to what the two texts communicate to us.

In fact, WHAT DID ISAIAH SEE with his prophetic

vision? In one single moment, he glimpsed a reality that

was destined to mark all history. But even the event that

Matthew narrates is not a brief and negligible episode that

closes with the Magi hastening back to their own lands. On

the contrary, it is the beginning. Those figures who came

from the East were not the last but the first of a great

procession of those who, throughout the epochs of history,

are able to recognize the message of the Star, who know

how to walk on the paths indicated by Sacred Scripture.

Thus they also know how to find the One who seems weak

and fragile but instead has the power to grant the greatest

and most profound joy to the heart of man. In him, indeed,

is made manifest the stupendous reality that God knows us

and is close to us, that his greatness and power are not

expressed according to the world's logic, but to the logic of

a helpless baby whose strength is only that of the love

which he entrusts to us. In the journey of history, there are

always people who are enlightened by the light of the Star,

who find the way and reach him. They all live, each in his

or her own way, the experience of the Magi.

They had brought gold, incense and myrrh. These are

certainly not gifts that correspond to basic, daily needs. At

that moment, the Holy Family was far more in need of

something different from incense or myrrh, and not even

the gold could have been of immediate use to them. But

these gifts have a profound significance: they are an act of

justice. In fact, according to the mentality prevailing then in

the Orient, they represent the recognition of a person as

God and King, that is, an act of submission. They were

meant to say that from that moment, the donors belonged

to the sovereign and they recognize his authority. The

consequence is immediate. The Magi could no longer

follow the road they came on, they could no longer return

to Herod, they could no longer be allied with that powerful

and cruel sovereign. They had always been led along the

path of the Child, making them ignore the great and the

powerful of the world, and taking them to him who awaits

us among the poor, the road of love which alone can

transform the world.

Therefore, not only did the Magi set out on their

journey, but their deed started something new they traced a

new road, and a new light has come down on earth which

has never faded. The Prophet's vision is fulfilled: that light

could no longer be ignored by the world. People would go

towards that Child and would be illumined by that joy that

only he can give. The light of Bethlehem continues to shine

throughout the world. To those who have welcomed this

light, St Augustine said: "Even we, recognizing Christ our

King and Priest who died for us, have honored him as if we

had offered him gold, incense and myrrh. But what remains

is for us to bear witness to him by taking a different road

from that on which we came" (Sermo 202. In Epiphania

Domini, 3,4).

Thus if we read together the promise of the Prophet

Isaiah and its fulfilment in the Gospel of Matthew in the

great context of all history, it is evident that what we have

been told which we seek to reproduce in our Nativity

scenes is neither a dream nor a vain play on sensations and

emotions, devoid of vigour and reality, but is the Truth that

irradiates in the world, although Herod always seems

stronger, and that Infant seems to be found among people

of no importance or who are even downtrodden. But in

that Baby is expressed the power of God, who brings

together all people through the ages, because under his

lordship, they may follow the course of love which

transfigures the world. Nevertheless, even if the few in

Bethlehem have become many, believers in Jesus Christ

always seem to be few. Many have seen the star, but only a

few have understood its message. Scripture scholars in the

time of Jesus knew the word of God perfectly well. They

were able to say without hesitation what could be found in

Scripture about the place where the Messiah would be

born, but as St Augustine said: "They were like milestones

along the road though they could give information to

travellers along the way, they remained inert and immobile"

(Sermo 199. In Epiphania Domini, 1,2).

Therefore, we can ask ourselves: what is the reason

why some men see and find, while others do not? What

opens the eyes and the heart? What is lacking in those who

remain indifferent, in those who point out the road but do

not move? We can answer: too much self-assurance, the

claim to knowing reality, the presumption of having

formulated a definitive judgment on everything closes them

and makes their hearts insensitive to the newness of God.

They are certain of the idea that they have formed of the

world and no longer let themselves be involved in the

intimacy of an adventure with a God who wants to meet

them. They place their confidence in themselves rather

than in him, and they do not think it possible that God

could be so great as to make himself small so as to come

really close to us.

Lastly, what they lack is authentic humility, which is

able to submit to what is greater, but also authentic

courage, which leads to belief in what is truly great even if

it is manifested in a helpless Baby. They lack the evangelical

capacity to be children at heart, to feel wonder, and to



emerge from themselves in order to follow the path

indicated by the star, the path of God. God has the power

to open our eyes and to save us. Let us therefore ask him to

give us a heart that is wise and innocent, that allows us to

see the Star of his mercy, to proceed along his way, in

order to find him and be flooded with the great light and

true joy that he brought to this world. Amen.

†

2021 EPIPHANY PROCLAMATION

DEAR brothers and sisters, the glory of the Lord

has shone upon us, and shall ever be manifest

among us, until the day of his return. 

Through the rhythms of times and seasons let us

celebrate the mysteries of salvation. 

Let us recall the year's culmination, the EASTER

TRIDUUM of the Lord: his last supper, his

crucifixion, his burial, and his rising celebrated

between the evening of the 1st day of April and the

evening of the 3rd day of April, EASTER SUNDAY

being on the 4th day of April. 

Each Easter—as on each Sunday—the Holy

Church makes present the great and saving deed by

which Christ has for ever conquered sin and death. 

From Easter are reckoned all the days we keep

holy: 

ASH WEDNESDAY, the beginning of Lent, will

occur on the 17th day of February. 

The ASCENSION OF THE LORD will be

commemorated on Sunday, the 13th day of May. 

PENTECOST, joyful conclusion of the season of

Easter, will be celebrated on the 23rd day of May. 

And, this year the FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

will be on the 28th day of November.

Likewise the pilgrim Church proclaims the

passover of Christ in the feasts of the holy Mother

of God, in the feasts of the Apostles and Saints,

and in the commemoration of the faithful

departed. 

To Jesus Christ, who was, who is, and who is to

come, Lord of time and history, be endless praise,

for ever and ever. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS

Jan 3 (Sun), 10:00 SJN Parishioners

Jan 6 (Wed), 12:15 PM LIVING INTENTION: James

Neely (req. by wife for health &

well being)

The Code of Canon Law confirms the practice of offering

Mass(es) for particular intentions is ancient: "The

Christian faithful who give an offering to apply the Mass

for their intention contribute to the good of the Church

and by that offering share its concern to support its

ministers and works" (945 §2).

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

— NOTICE —

• Due to the Saturday 4:00 PM Outdoor Mass,

CONFESSION has moved temporarily to

Sundays following the 10:00 AM Mass =

11:15 AM - 1:00 PM.

• The Sunday 10:00 AM Mass continues to be

LIVE STREAMED at:

https://www.facebook.com/112258683764613/live

• The 12:15 daily Mass is posted Monday, and

Wednesday thru Friday to:

https://www.facebook.com/sjnnh

• PLEASE NOTE: the 4:00 PM Outdoor Mass

affords the greatest pandemic precautions for

those most at risk.



For more information about the diocesan youth

camps visit their website:

http://bfcamp.com/

— or —

https://www.catholicnh.org/family2/youth/camps/

 PRESENTATION OF MARY ACADEMY

www.pmaschool.org

PRESENTATION OF MARY ACADEMY (182

Lowell Rd, Hudson, NH 03051) offers a

CATHOLIC EDUCATION that prepares your

child for Academic, Spiritual and Social Success!

The 2020-21 REGISTRATION is now open for

grades Pre-K through Junior High School! Call to

schedule a private tour of the school and the new

ATHLETIC AND PERFORMING ARTS

CENTER. Visit our web site www.pmaschool.org

and click on the "Inquiry" link. For more

information, please contact: June Nolet at (603)

889-6054.

— AMAZON SMILE —

Please consider supporting our St John Neumann

FOOD PANTRY whenever you purchase items

through AMAZON.COM. Go to:

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/02-0370038

and add "Saint John Neumann Parish" as your

charity of choice. 0.5% of every purchase is

donated by Amazon.com to the SJN FOOD

PANTRY.



SJN Staff

CLAIRE BRYSON

Children's Ministry (K-5th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x114

cbryson@sjnnh.org

CHERI ANDERSEN

Youth Ministry (6th-12th Grade)

(603) 880-4689 x111

candersen@sjnnh.org

TERI SCHMITT

Religious Education Secretary

tschmitt@rcbm.org

DIANE BONENFANT

Sacristan

CAROL YETTO

Music Ministry

SJNMusic@myfairpoint.net

CAROL HOPFENSPIRGER and EVELYN VERBECK

Outreach & Food Pantry

(603) 880-4689 x116

KATHY HOPKINS

Day Away (Thursday)

(603) 880-4689

dayaway@sjnnh.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL

Steve De Beradinis (President)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

Bob Fregault (Chairman)

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

Tom Davis, Grand Knight

gk10896@comcast.net



ROOFING • SIDING • PAINTING • GUTTERS
MASONRY •  DECKS • SHUTTERS

REPLACEMENT WINDOWS • STORM WINDOWS & DOORS

5 1/2 Gaffney Street
Nashua, NH 03060

www.chickbeaulieu.com

(603) 883-5822

603-882-4080

ROGER F. BLAIS
Additions • Roofing • Siding

Replacement Windows • Decks
4 Peaslee Rd., Merrimack, NH 03054

rblaisgc@gmail.com 

RIVET
FUNERAL HOME
& CREMATION
425 D.W. Highway

Merrimack, NH

424-5530
Serving the Area for 
Over a Generation

Your Local Family Owned Dealer For All Major Brands Since 1978

Brennan & MacKay
Appliance Sales and Service

www.brennanandmackayappliances.com
276 South Street, Rte. 13, Milford, NH  •  673-1177

We Service What We Sell With Experienced Personnel
GE - FRIGIDAIRE - BOSCH - LG - WHIRLPOOL - KITCHENAID - MAYTAG

Delivery Available • 603-424-3145
4 Railroad Ave., Merrimack

www.merrimackflowershop.com

Smith & Heald
Funeral Home
Deborah L. QuinLan   

DIRECTOR
63 Elm St., Milford 
673-1422

 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Church Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com St. John, Merrimack, NH 03-0454

 Accepting  New Patients

Dr. Diane Shieh
672-0844

www.AmherstOrthodontics.com
FREE EXAM & APPOINTMENT SHUTTLE

RENO’S AUTO BODY, INC.
741 West Hollis St., Nashua, NH

603-882-7636
Family Owned/Operated Since 1969

Experienced High Quality Collision Repairs
In Foreign & Domestic Autos & Motor Homes

FREE ESTIMATES
Towing & Rental Assistance

We Offer Pick Up & Delivery
Ask About Our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee

Contact Ray Amirault to place an ad today! 
ramirault@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6416

David Trippett
No Job is Too Small 603-321-6911

HOME REPAIRS / IMPROVEMENT
ODD JOBS • FULLY INSURED

David.Trippett@comcast.net   Facebook.com/Handy Hands

Handy Hands LLC


