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Sunday Masses�

� � Sacred Heart Church:   � Vigil  4:00 PM �

� � � � � � Sunday: 7:30 and 10:30 AM�

� � Saint John Mission:  � Sunday: 9:00 AM�

�

Daily Masses�

Sacred Heart Church:  8:00 AM  (Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri.)�

�

Holy Day Masses�

Sacred Heart Church: 8:00 AM and 6:30 PM�

�

Sacrament of Baptism: � � Sundays after the 10:30 AM Mass by appointment�

Sacrament of Reconciliation:� Saturdays at 3:00 PM (Sacred Heart)� � � � � � �

� � � � � Any time by appointment�

Sacrament of Matrimony:  �Please call the rectory at least six months prior to wedding date.�
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Saturday, May 2

nd

 � Sunday Vigil�

 �   � � For the Parishioners�

Sunday, May 3

nd

 � Fourth Sunday of Easter�

�   � � For the Parishioners�� � �

Monday, May 4

th

 � Easter Weekday�

�   � � In Memory of the Frances and James 

Plourde requested by Dr. Jeremiah and 

Virginia Lowney�

Tuesday, May 5

th

 � Easter Weekday�

 � � � In Memory of the Patricia Bradley Lewis 

requested by Dr. Jeremiah and Virginia 

Lowney�

Wednesday, May 6

th

 � Easter Weekday�

�  � � For the deceased members of the Nash 

Family requested by the William Malone 

Family�

Thursday, May 7

th

 � Easter Weekday�

 �  � � For the Parishioners�

Friday, May 8

th

  � Easter Weekday�

�   � � In Memory of Sam Alessio requested by 

the Alessio and Lucente Families�

Daily Mass A private daily Mass with the above listed 

weekday intentions will be celebrated as scheduled.�

Saturday/Sunday Mass A private Saturday/Sunday 

Mass will be offered “pro populo” for the Parishioners, 

with a prayer for their health and strengthening of faith in 

this difficult time.�

Saturday/Sunday Intentions will be rescheduled to a 

later date, starting no sooner than June/July.�

The Church is available for private prayer from 9 am to 

12:00 pm daily.  However, social distancing of 6 feet 

must be practiced.  Please use side door.�

Confessions  Saturdays at 3:00 pm (Sacred Heart).�

Anointing of the Sick is available.  In the administration 

of the Sacrament, the directives of health care 

professionals need to be strictly followed.�

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS the following in 

need of guidance and strength during difficult times: 

Danny Casey, Deacon Al Cote, Lillian Fraser Gardner, 

Richard Kalinowski, Dana�Marie L., Gerard LeBlanc, 

Loretta LeBlanc, Katharine Lotspeich, Kathleen Mrowka, 

Mary Sanborn, Stanley Weingart and Justin West. �

 �

May God keep all our military women and men 

from harm’s way, including Jake Arpin, 

Christopher Clarkin, Kevin Dolan, Thomas 

Murphy and Ein Odgers. �

Dear Parishioners and Friends:�

�

In today’s gospel, Jesus describes himself as the gate for 

the sheep. In the shepherd’s care, the sheep will be fed, 

protected, and secure, knowing someone is watching out 

for them. Like sheep in the watchful care of the shepherd, 

we are assured that, especially in this current health 

crisis, experiencing insecurity, fear, anxiety, loss of job, 

grief or loneliness, we are not alone; we are not left to 

ourselves; we are never alone.��

�

We also hear in today’s Psalm 23: The Lord is my 

Shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. He guides me in 

right paths, Even though I walk in the dark valley, I fear 

no evil; for he is at my side. This is a rock�solid 

assurance that we are protected. Psalm 23 is attributed to 

King David who was a shepherd before being called to 

be the King of Israel. What we need to notice is that King 

David did not say: The Lord is a shepherd, though that he 

is. Nor did he say: The Lord is the shepherd, though that 

he is. What he said was: The Lord is my shepherd. In 

other words, he was speaking from his personal 

experience, out of a personal faith. That makes all the 

difference.��

�

In these unprecedented moments of our life, we find 

ourselves coming up quite empty and defeated. It seems 

that we are not ourselves anymore because we do not 

know how to cope with this new normal. We become 

pretty uninterested with this kind of life � even depressed, 

staying in the same place and with the same people. It is 

not easy to be confined to our homes.��

�

Yet, to find peace in our life, in our heart, in our 

relationships, in our faith, and in this new environment, 

we must make that inward journey down into the deepest 

level of our being. This is the time; this is the greatest 

opportunity to take care of the now for the sake of 

tomorrow, trusting and believing that the Good Shepherd 

will never abandon us. Jesus Christ, the Risen Lord, can 

make us stronger than this pandemic crisis and can easily 

turn this darkest disappointment to our good.��

�

May God protect you and keep you safe.�

�

Msgr. Les Janik�

Pastor�
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The origins of the May Crowning are hard to pinpoint, although devotion to our Blessed 

Mother Mary originates in the earliest days of the church. Concerning the significance of the 

month of May, toward the end of the 18th century, Father Latomia of the Roman College of 

the Society of Jesus (in Rome) instituted the practice of dedicating this month to our Blessed 

Mother. His desire was to promote devotion to Mary among the students as a way to 

counteract infidelity and immorality. �

May probably seemed most appropriate because the liturgical calendars, former and present, 

mark several feast days honoring our Blessed Mother: Our Lady, Queen of Apostles (the 

Saturday following the Ascension); Our Lady of the Most Blessed Sacrament (May 13); Our 

Lady of Fatima (May 13); Mary, Help of Christians (May 24); Mary, Mediatrix of All 

Graces (May 31); and the Visitation (May 31).�

The May devotions also were energized by the four authenticated apparitions of our Blessed Mother. In 1830, Mary appeared 

to St. Catherine Laboure and instructed her to have the Miraculous Medal struck with the inscription, “Mary, conceived 

without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee.” In 1846, she appeared to the children of La Salette, France, and tearfully 

lamented the lax practice of the faith. In 1858, she appeared to St. Bernadette at Lourdes, identifying herself as the 

“Immaculate Conception.” Finally, she appeared to the three children at Fatima May 13, 1917, where she instructed the 

people to pray the rosary daily for peace.�

Regarding the crowning, the image of Mary (as well as Jesus) wearing a gold crown is found in the earliest forms of 

iconography, especially in the Eastern Churches. In the West, the pious practice of publicly crowning an image of the 

Blessed Mother gained popularity in the 19th century. In Rome, the image known as Salus Populi Romani � of our Blessed 

Mother holding the Child Jesus � is enshrined at the Basilica of St. Mary Major. Tradition holds that St. Luke painted the 

image. Pope Clement VIII (1592�1605) added two crowns to the icon, which were at some point later lost. Nevertheless, on 

Aug. 15, 1838, the Feast of the Assumption, Pope Gregory XVI with great solemnity, again added the crowns, and thereupon 

the practice of crowning the image of the Blessed Mother became popular, especially during the month of May.�

In more recent times, Pope Paul VI, in his “Letter on the Occasion of the First of May” (promulgated April 30, 1965), noted 

not only the venerable tradition of May devotions to Mary, but also their importance: “It is precisely because the month of 

May is a powerful incentive to more fervent and trusting prayer, and because during it our petitions find their way more 

easily to the compassionate heart of Our Blessed Lady, that it has been a custom dear to Our Predecessors to choose this 

month, dedicated to Mary, for inviting the Christian people to offer up public prayers, whenever the needs of the Church 

demanded it, or whenever danger hovered menacingly over the world. This year, We too … feel the need of sending out a 

similar appeal to the whole Catholic world. When We look at the present needs of the Church or at the state of peace in the 

world, We have compelling reasons for believing that the present hour is especially grave; that it makes a call for united 

prayer from the whole Christian people more than ever a matter of urgency.” �

Also, the Sacred Congregation for Divine Worship, to help celebrate the Marian Year declared by Pope St. John Paul II in 

1987 to prepare for the new millennium, issued a ritual, Order of Crowning an Image of the Blessed Virgin Mary, which 

captures the significance of this pious practice: “The queen symbol was attributed to Mary because she was a perfect 

follower of Christ, who is the absolute ‘crown’ of creation. She is the Mother of the Son of God, who is the messianic King. 

Mary is the Mother of Christ, the Word Incarnate … ‘He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High; the Lord will 

give Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and of His kingdom there will be 

no end.’ Elizabeth greeted the Blessed Virgin, pregnant with Jesus, as ‘the mother of my Lord.’ Mary is the perfect follower 

of Christ. The maid of Nazareth consented to God’s plan; she journeyed on the pilgrimage of faith; she listened to God’s 

Word and kept it in her heart; she remained steadfastly in close union with her Son, all the way to the foot of the Cross; she 

persevered in prayer with the Church. Thus, in an eminent way, she won the ‘crown of righteousness,’ ‘the crown of life,’ 

‘the crown of glory’ that is promised to those who follow Christ.”  Rev. William P. Saunders (catholicstraightanswers.com)�
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Complete Remodeling • Plumbing
Furnace & Boiler Replacements 
Repairs & Service • Water Pumps

Air Conditioning • Heating
574 Rt 32 • North Franklin

860-642-7847
P-1 #203404 S-1 #303576 #0550768

www.carboniplg.com

Many other miracles were attributed to St. Rita, both during 
her life and after her death.

Holy Patroness of those in need, Saint Rita, so humble, pure 
and patient, whose pleadings with thy Divine Spouse are 

irresistible, obtain for me from thy Crucified Christ my request 
(mention it here). Be kind to me, for the greater glory of God, 
and I promise to honor thee and to sing thy praises forever.

Oh glorious St. Rita, who didst miraculously participate in the 
sorrowful Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, obtain for me the 
grace to suffer with resignation the troubles of this life, and 

protect me in all my needs. Amen.
The prayer to St. Rita, like her miracles, helps remind us 

indeed that “all things are possible with God,” as Jesus said 
in Mark’s gospel (10:27). Roses are her symbol. 

Her feast day is May 22nd.

     We’re your
Residential Specialist

860-859-3533
CURRIE’S
PLUMBING, HEATING & COOLING INC.

29 Years of Service
Licensed & Insured CT #0303434 & 0204570

STERLING
SUPERIOR SERVICES
Your local, full service trash company 

Commercial containers
10-30 yard roll off containers

SUPERIOR RECYCLING
TRANSFER STATION

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
8 Commerce Park Road, Bozrah

860.642.7351
www.sterlingsuperior.com

Illiano’s Grill
Real Italian Pizzeria & Ristorante

257 West Town Street
Yantic (Norwich), CT 06389

860-889-6163
860-889-6165

www.illianosgrill.net
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE!

Complete Heating & Air Conditioning 
Installation & Service

McCarthy
Heating Oil Service, Inc.

James McCarthy, Jr.
Quaker Hill

(860) 443-2839
CT Lic. #302650  HOD #29

Toll Gate
Farm

The Sullivan Family
Homestead

Greenhouse & Florist LLC
www.hartsgreenhouseflorist.com

Get inspired at Hart’s! Now 3 Locations
Canterbury, CT 860.546.6541
Brooklyn, CT 860.779.9377
Norwich, CT 860.886.4278

HOME - AUTO
BUSINESS - LIFE

byrnesagency.com

CHURCH & ALLEN
FUNERAL HOME

NORWICH & MONTVILLE

LABENSKI FUNERAL HOME
NORWICH

Pre-planning, travel protection, cremation 
and burial options Prices and options to 

suit all budgets

  (860) 889-2374 • (860) 887-1769
www.churchandallen.com

www.labenskifuneralhome.com

  Arrow Fence
 Since 1979
 Fencing & Installation

Split Rail, Cedar Post & Rail
Lantern Posts, Mail Box Posts

 860-267-6636

CEDAR • VINYL • ALUMINUM • CHAIN LINK

192 East High Street • Route 66 • East Hampton, CT
arrowfenceinc.com • fences@arrowfenceinc.com

Carina V. Vora, 
DDS, Diplomate, ABDSM

American Board of Dental Sleep Medicine

(860) 319-0470 
Office@voradentalcare.com

VoraDentalCare.com
12 Case St., Suite 204 • Norwich, Connecticut 06360

Family Owned and Operated Since 1913

Funeral Directors
MARK R. GAGNE

MATTHEW D. GAGNE
JULIE A. GAGNE

82 CLIFF STREET, NORWICH, CT

860-887-4285

YOUR CONNECTICUT HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY
IN-HOME ASSISTANCE BY PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS

Hourly and Respite Caregivers
24 Hour Live-In Caregivers • Companionship 

Personal Care • Medical Assistance

www.ctcarehomehealth.com
203-677-0707 • 66 Franklin St., Norwich, CT

You can have peace of mind knowing we employ 
thoroughly screened, professional caregivers.

Phillips Brothers 
Tree Service

We specialize in those hard
 to reach trees over houses

Pools • Wires (technical take down)
Stump grinding • Land clearing • Fire wood

860-995-5174
Fully insured

Plan of Safe Care
Connect to resources that 
will help support your health 
and your baby’s health and 
development.
cdi.211ct.org/capta


